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The Juſt ſhall live by his Faith. Hab. ii. 4. 
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Ls H E deſign of this little treatiſe is to 
* diſplay the glory and all-ſufficiency of 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and to encourage 
weak believers to glorify him more by de- 
pending and living more upon his all- ſuffi- 
ciency. Whatever grace he has promiſed in 
his word, he is faithful, and he is almighty 
to beſtow, and they may receive it of him 
| freely by the hand of faith. This is its uſe 
and office, as an hand or inſtrument, having 
_ firſt received Chriſt, to be continually re- 
ceiving out of Chriſt's fulneſs. The apoſtle 
calls this © living by faith,” a life received 
and continued, with all the ſtr ength, com- 
forts, and bleſſings, belonging to it, by faith 
in the Son of God, and he alſo mentions the 
work of faith, its working effectually in the 
hearts and lives of believers, through Chriſt 
ſtrengthening them, and its growing in 
them, yea growing exceedingly from faith 
to faith, by the power of him who lovetn 


or. This 1 is the ſubjec ; and it properly 
on” = 3 belongs 
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belon gs to tha only who boos obtained the 
true faith, gwen them of God, and;wrought 
in their hearts by his Word and Spirit. Such 
perſons meet with many difficulties every 
day to try their faith, and to hinder them 
from depending continually. upon the Lord + 
_ -Chriſt for all things belonging to life and 
_godlinebs; By what means theſe difficulties 
7 may be gvercame is plainly. taught 1 in ſcrip- . 
ture, is clearly promiſed, and is attained by 5 
faith, which hecomes daily more victorious, 5 
as it is enabled to traſt, that he is. faithful 
who promiſed. The ſtrengrhening of it I 
Have had all, along in view, hoping to be*the 
means, under God, f leading the weak 
believer, by the hand, and of removing 
hinderances out of his way, until the Lord 
thoroughly ſettle. and eftabliſh bim 1 in the | 
faith that is in Chriſt Jeſus, ' 5 
But I muſt admoniſh the reader, that 1 
7 nat expect this merely from what I have 
written. It is too high and great a work for 
any mere man, Faith is the gift af God. 
And he alone ho gives it, can increaſe it. 
The author of the faith is alſo the finiſher 
ef it: and we do not uſe the means to ſet 
a al e, No. We uſe 
EE them 
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them that we may find him i in them. It is 
his preſence, which makes the uſe of them 
effectual. By this, and this only can any 
reader of this little book be rendered ſtronger 
in faith. Being well aſſured of this, I have 


© therefore looked up to him myſelf, and it 


will be for thy profit alſo, reader, to look 
up to him in prayer, for his bleſſing. En- 
treat him of his grace to countenance this 
— feeble attempt to promote his glory and his 
people's good. Beg of him to make thy 
reading of it the means of thy growth in 
Faith, and to accompany it with the ſupply of 
his Holy Spirit to every believer into whoſe 
hands it may fall. And forget not in thy 
' prayers and praiſes to remember the author. 
I bleſs God who has enabled me to reviſe 
_ the preſs, and to put my laſt hand to the 
Work, by making ſuch additions and altera- 
tions, as ſeemed to me neceſſary, to render 
the ſubject more plain to common readers. | 
In this, and in all things, Idefire to approve 
myſelf to my Lord and Maſter, whoſe I am, 
and whom 1 ſerve, and whatever good I have 
or do, to him be all the praiſe. Bleſſed be 
his Name this day, henceforth, a and through 
the day of eternity, _ l 
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HE perſons, for Wot uſe this little tract! 7 
drawn up, are ſuppoſed to be practically ac- 
quainted with theſe falſowin wing truths: they have 

f been convinced of ſin, and convinced of righte- 

doduſneſs. The word of God has been made ef- 
"Feftual! by the applicat ation of the Holy Spirit to 

teach them the nature of the divine law, and 

; upon comparing their hearts and their lives with 
it, they have been brought i in guilty. "They found 

| deen creatures, and they felt the fad 

conſequences of the fall, namely, total i ignorance 
ov the underſtanding of God and his ways, an 
open rebellion againſt him in the will, and an 
entire enmity in the heart, a life ſpent 1 m the ſer- 
vice of the world, the fleſh, and the devil; and 

on all cheſe accounts guilty before God, and by | 
| nature children of wrath: When they were con- 

n vineed of thoſe truths in their judgments, and the 

EL I + awakened 
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awakened ee iener ſought for eaſe and deliver- 
without 9 They could take no o ſtep, n. nor 
do any thing, which could in the leaſt ſave them 
from their fins. Whatever method they thought 


of, it failed them upon trial, and left conſcience 
more uneaſy than before. Did they purpoſe to 
repent ? They found ſuch a repentance, as God 


would be pleaſed with, was the gift of Chriſt. 
He was exalted to be a Prince and a Saviour to 


give repentance. Suppoſe | they thought of re- 
forming their lives, yet what is to become of their 


old fins? Will preſent, obedience, if it could be 


| perfectly paid, make any atonement for paſt dif- 


obedience ; ? Will the broken law. take part of 


5 our duty for the whole? No. It has, determin- 


ed, that whoſoever ſhall keep. the whole law, and 
yet. offend in one point, he is guilty ;of, all... And 


: let him be ever ſo careful i in doing what the lay 


requires, or in ayoiding. what the a. forbids, let 


5 him faſt and pray and give alms, hear and read 


fatisfied; becauſe by theſe duties he 


dhe word, be early and late at ordinances, yet 
the enlightened gonſcience cannot be. herewith 
not undo 
the ſin committed, and | becauſe he will find ſo 


uf failings in them, that they will be ſtill add- | 


ing to his guilt and increaſing bis miſer- 


What method then ſhall he take? Hhe mere 
he ſtrives to omen a e n wy: [worſe he 


He . 
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ne diſcovers more of its guilt... He finds in bim- 
ſelf a want of all good, and an inclination to all 
evil. He is now convinced, that the law is holy, 
5 juſt, and good, but when he would keep it, evil 
is preſent with him. This makes him deeply ſen- 
| ſible of his guilty [helpleſs ſtate, and ſhews him 
that by the works of the law he cannot be ſav- 
ed. His heart, like a fountain, is continually 
ſending: forth evil thoughts, yea the very imagi- 
nations of it are only and altogether evil, and 
words and works partake of the nature of that 
evil, fountain from whence they flow: ſo that 
after all his efforts he cannot _ his I 
nor attain peace with God. The 
The law having done its office, as a \ ſchool- 
maſter; by convincing; him of theſe truths, ſtops 
his mouth that he has not a word to ſay, why 
ſentence ſhould not be paſſed upon him. And 
there it leaves him, guilty and helpleſs. It can 
do nothing more for him, than ſhew him that he 
is a child of wrath, and that he deſerves to have 
the wrath of God abiding upon him for ever: for 
by the law is the knowledge of fim. 
The goſpel finds him in this condition, as the 
good Samaritan did the wounded traveller, and 
brings him good news. It diſcovers to him the 
way of ſalvation contrived in the covenant of 
grace, and manifeſts to him what the ever bleſſed 


* had | therein Ons * what in the 
Was 10 e . SO 
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falneſs' of thus bas accompliſhed: That all "2 
perfections of the Godhead might be infinitely 
and” everlaſtingly' glorified, the Father covenant- 
ect to gain honour and dignity to his law and 
juſtice, to his faithfulneſs and hoJmefs, by infiſt- 
ing upon man's appearing at his bar in the per- 

3 ſect righteoufneſs/ of the law. But man having 

| no fuchrighteafnefs' of his own, all having fin 

| ned, and there being none righteous, no not one 

ban can he be faved? The Lord Chrift, a per- 

[- fon in the Godhead coequal and coeternal with 

F the Father; undertodk to be his Saviour. He 

covenanted to ſtand up as the head and ſurety of 

his people in their nature and in their ſtead, to 
obey for them, that by his intinitehy precious obe- 
dience many might be made righteous, and to 
ſuffer for them, that by his everlaſting meritozi- 
ous flripes they might be healed. Accordingly 
in the fulneſs of time he came into the world,. 
and was made fleſh, and God and man- being as 
truly united in one perſon, as the reaſonable ſoul 
and fteſſꝭ is one man. This adorable perfon lived, 
and ſuffered and died, as the repreſentative of 
his people. The righteouſneſs of his life was to 
be their right and title to life, and the riglrteouſ- 
neſs of his ſufferings. and death was to ſave them 
from all the fufferings. due to their ſins. . And 
thus tlie law and juſtice of the Father would be 
ns in n * and his faithfulneſs 
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aid holineſs inde! Himoneable- in 1 — 
He might be ſtrictly juſt; * $47 on n of 
him who believeth in Jeſus. Fam 
In this covenant the holy im A ed co- 
rover” and coeternal with the Father and the Son 
undertook the gracious office of quickening Au¹ 
oonvincing ſinners in their conſciences, how 
guilty they were, and how much they wanted 
a Saviour, and in their judgments how able he 
was to ſave all that come unto God thro' him, 
and in their hearts to receive him, and to believe 
unto righteouſneſs, and then in their walk and 
converſation to live upon his grace and ſtrength. 
His office is thus deſcribed by our bleſſed Lord, 
in Jobn xvi. 13, 14. When the Spirit of truth 
is come he ſhall glorify me; for be ſhall take 
< of mine, and fhall ſhew it unto,you;” that is, 
when he comes to convince ſinners of ſin, and of 
righteouſneſs, 'and of judgment; he takes of the 
things of Chriſt, and glorifies him by 'ſhewing 
them what a fulneſs there is in him to ſave. He 
leads them into all neceſſary truth in their judg- 
ments, both concerning their own ſinfulneſs, 
guilt, and heipleſſneſs, and allo. concerning the 
almighty power of the God-man, and his lawfal 
authority to make uſe of it for their ſalvation: 
He opens their underſtandings to comprehend 
the covenant of grace, and the offices of the 
eternal Trinity in this covenant, particularly the 
office of the ſinner 8 ſurety the Lord Chriſt, and 
* be 


5 e thenk! that there 1 
and ſtrength, © 
grace, holineſs and glory, yea treaſures infinite, 


everlaſting treaſures of theſe in Chriſt, and here- 


by he draws out their'affeQions after Chriſt, and 


enables them with the heart to believe in him 


_unt6 righteouſneſs. And the Holy Spirit having 
thus brought them to the happy knowledge of 


their union with Chriſt, afterwards glorifies him 
in their walk and corverſation, by teaching them 
bovr to live by faith upon bis fulneſs, and to be 


continually" receiving out of it 8 for _ 


according; to their continual needs. 
The corruption of our nature by the fall; 400 
our recovery through Jeſus Chriſt, are the two 


ort and rejoicing} grace for 


as 


leading truths in the chriſtian religion, and 1 


ſuppoſe the perſons: for whoſe ſuke this little 


tract is drawn up net only to know them, but = 

Aalſo to be eſtabliſned in them, ſtedfaſthy to bes 
hieve and deeply to experienee them. The ne- 

ceſſity of their being well groünded in them is 


very evident: for à ſinner will never feet after 


- nor" deſire Chriſt, farther than he feels his guift. 


and his miſery ; nor will he receive Chriſt by 
faith, till all other methods of ſcving himſelf 
fail nor will he live upon Chriſt's fulfteſs fits 
her than he has an abiding ſenſe of S ownt 


want of him. Reader; Howe do theſe truth ap- 


Pear to the? Has the law- of God arraigned'thee 
in thy confeience?” Halt Yiou been there brought 


3 & in 
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ot 190 has the Spirit o God deeply con- 
vinced [thee hy thai law of ſin, and of unbelief. 
and of thy helpleſſneſs, ſo as to leave thee no 
falſe reſling place ſhurt uf Chriſt? Has he fwept 
away every refuge of lies ? and thus put thee! 
upon enquirings hat thou-muſt do to be ſaved. 

If nat; may the Lord ithe! Spirit convince thee, 
and iin his own good time bring thee to the 
knowledge: of. thyſelf, and to tlie ſaving knows: 

ledge of and belief in Chriſſ Jeſus, without which 
this book can proſit thee nothing. But if tliou 
haſt been thus convinced, and the Lord has 
ſhone; into thy underſtanding, and enlightened it 
with the knowledge of the way of ſalvation, then 
read on- May the Lord make what thou read- 
eſt. Proſitable to thine eſtabliſhment-ſn. the _— 
which is in Chriſt Jeſus. 

There are two things fogken of falthiin- b. 
ture; which. highly deſerve the attention of every: 
true believer... The. firſt is the fate af ſafety,oinr 
which. be. is placed. by· Chrict, and. is delivered: 
from every eyil and danger in time and in ter- 
nity, to Which ſin had. juſtly expoſed him; and 
ing in an abundant ſupply of. all, ſpiritziabiblef! 
lings freciy gixan to him in Chriſt, and recetiedyo | 
gas- thex gage. wanted. by the chandeof faiths out of - 

the fulneſß f Chriſt i By - which. means WG 

| has, obtained, his. precious faith ought to have va! 
Wes kenbeſen os at PeageeWitdzodsnmbricbds 
pot | not 
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* * manner of evil, x h ſoe ver 
ithedefincd; and thereby he may at all tim. es 
come boldly to the throne of grace to receive 
whatever is . for his comfortable walk 


heaven- wards. Every n every bleſſing pro- 
miſed in ſcripture, is his, and he may and does 


enjoy them ſo far as he lives by faith upon the 
Son of God: ſo. far his life and converſation 
are well ordered, his walk is even, his ee 
enemies are conquered, the old man is mortified 
with his affections and luſts, and the new man 
is renewed day by day after the i image of Ge in 
righteouſneſs and true holineſs. And from what 
- © already enjoys by faith, and from the hopes 
"of a ſpeedy and perfect enjoyment, the ſeripture 
warrants him to rejoice in the Lord with 210 
. e and full of glory: ia GLA oi 

It is much to be lamented, that Few Ups up 


io theſe two privileges of faith. Many perſons 
vho are truly concerned about the falvation of 


their ſouls, live for years together full of doubts” 
and fears, and are not eſtabliſned in the faith, 


that is in Chriſt Jeſus; and ſeveral who are in 
a good meaſure eſtabliſhed, yet do not walk 
bappily in an even courſe, nor experience the 
continual bleſſedneſs of receiving by faith a ſup- 


ply of every want out of the Saviour's fulneſs. 
Fheſe things I have long obſerved, and what T 
have been taught of them from the ſcripture, 
„„ hand of God upon me, 
; b have 


2 
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bare put together, and throw it as a mite into 
the treaſury. I am ſure it was never more 
wanted, than at preſent. May the good Lord 
accept the poor offering, and bleſs it to the 
hearts of his dear people to the 8 of the 
glory of his on grace. | 

For the clearer underſtanding of what ſhall 

be ſpoken upon the life of faith, it will be need- 
ful to conſider firſt what faith is: for a man 
muſt have faith before he can make uſe of it. 
He muſt be in Chriſt, before he can live upon 
Opriſt”” Now faith ſignifies the believing the 
truth of the word of God: fo ſays Chriſt, « Thy 
word is truth :” it relates to ſome word ſpoken 
or to. ſome promiſe made by him, and it ex- 
preſſes the belief which a perſon who hears it 
has of its being true. He aſſents to it, relies 
upon it, and acts accordingly. This is faith, 
And the whole word of God, which is the 
ground of faith, may be reduced to two points, 
namely, to what the law reveals concerning the 
juſtification of a righteous man, and to what 
the goſpel reveals concerning the ſalvation of a 
ſinner. A ſhort examination of theſe points will 
diſcover to us a great number of perſons, who 
have no faith at all in the word of Gd. 

Firſt, Every man in his natural ſtate before 
| the grace of Chriſt, and the inſpiration of his 
Spirit has no faith. The ſcripture ſays, God 
2 hath. ſhut up all thatare in this ſtate in unbelief ; 
* 3 1 2 and 
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and when the: Holy Spirit, awakens any one of 
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them, he. convinces him of: fin, and of unbelief 


in particular. When the comforter is come, 


ſays Chriſt, he ſhall convince the world of fin; 


| becauſe they believe not in me. . 


Secondly, a man who lives careleſs in fin hag 


no faith. He does not believe one word that 


God ſays in his law. Let it warn him of his 


guilt, and ſhew him his great danger, yet he 


fets at nought the terrors of the Lord. He acts 
as if there was no day of judgment, and no place 


of eternal torments. He has no fear of God bg- 
fore his eyes. How can ſuch a e WR 


as this have any faith?  _ | L 
_ Thirdly, The formalih has not true faith. He 


is content with the form of godlineſs, and de- 


nies the power of it. The veil of unbelief is 


upon his heart, and the pride of his own good 


works and duties is ever before his eyes, that he 


finds no want of the ſalvation of Jeſus, and is 


ayerſe to the grace of the goſpel. All his hopes 
ariſe from what he is in himſelf, and from what. 


he is able to do for himſelf. He neither believes 


God ſpeaking in the law, nor in the goſpel. If 
he believed his word in the law, it would con- 
vict him of ſin, and forbid him to go about to 


 effabliſh a righteouſneſs of his own; becaufe by 


the works of the law ſhall no fleſh living be juſti- 


Hed, yet this he does not believe. If he believed 


the word of God in the goſpel; it would convince 


I% 


"TP 
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Fim of righteouſneſs, of * an inffhiltely perfect 
righteouſneſs wrought out by the Godman Chriſt 


Jeſus, and imputed to the finner without any 


works of his own : for unto him that worketh 
not, but believeth on him that jnſtifieth the un- 
godly, his faith is imputed for righteouſneſs. 
To this he dare not truſt wholly for his accept- 
ance before God, 1 he has not true 
faith. 

Fourthly, A man may be fo far enn 
as to underſtand the way of falvation, and yet 
have not true faith. This is a poſſible caſe. 
The apoſtle ftates it, 1 Cor. xiii. 2. Though I 
« underſtand all myſteries, and all knowledge, 
4“ yet I may be nothing.” And it is a dangerous 
caſe, as Heb. x. 26. If we fin wilfully after 
« that we have received the knowledge of 
ce the truth, there remaineth no more ſacrifice 
for fins.” Here was ſuch a knowledge of the 


truth, as left a man to periſh without the bene: 


fit of Chriſt's ſacrifice, therefore he wanted that 


| faith, which whoſoever hath ſhall be ſaved. 


What great numbers are there under theſe 


deluſions? Reader, art thou one of them? Ex- 


amine cloſely; for it is of eternal moment. Prove 
thine own felf, whether thou be in the faith. 
If thou aſkeſt how thou ſhalt know it, fince 
there are fo many errors about it? hear what 
God's word fays, Whoever believes truly has 


been firſt convinced of unbelief. This our Lord 
n B 2 | teaches, 
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teaches, Zohxxvi.g. < When the comforter i is come, 
he will convince the world of ſin, becauſe they 
« believe not on me. He convinces of fin,” by 
enlightening the underſtanding to know the ex- 

ceeding ſinfulneſs of it, and by quickening the 
conſcience to feel the guilt of i it. He ſhews the 
miſery threatened, and leaves ſinners. no falſe 
refuge to flee unto. He will not ſuffer them 
do fit down content with ſome ſorrow, or a little 
dutward reformation, or any ſuppoſed righte- 
ouſneſs, but makes them feel that do whatever 
they will or can, ſtill their guilt remains. Thus 
he puts them upon ſeeking out for ſalvation, and 
by the goſpel he diſcovers it to them. He opens 
their underſtandings to know what they hear, 
and read, concerning the covenant of the eternal 

Trinity, and concernin g what the God-man has 
done in the fulfilling of this covenant. The 
Holy Spirit teaches them the nature of the ado- 
rable perſon of Chriſt G od manifeſt in the fleſh, 
and the infinitely precious and everlaſting meri- 
torious righteouſneſs, which he has wrought 
out by the obedience of his life and death; and 

he convinces them, that this righteouſneſs is 
ſufficient for their ſalvation; and that nothing is 
required except faith, for its being imputed unto 
them; and he works in them a ſenſe of their 
being helpleſs and without ſtrength to rely upon 

this righteouſneſs, and through faith in it to have 
Nane 1 God. He makes them ſee, that they 
cannot, 
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cannot, i, by any power of their own, in the leaſt 
depend upon it: for all their ſufficiency is of 
God. It requires the ſame arm of the Lord, 
which wrought out this righteouſneſs, to enable 
them with the heart to believe in it. They are 
made clearly ſenſible of this from the word and 
Spirit of God, and from their own daily expe- 
rience, and thereby they are diſpoſed to receive 
their whole ſalvation from the free grace of God, 
and to him to aſcribe all the glory of it. Theſe 
are the redeemed of the Lord, to whom it is 
given to believe. They are quickened from a 
death in treſpaſſes and fins, their conſciences 
are awakened, their: underſtandings are enlight- 
ened with the knowledge of Chriſt, they are 
enabled in their wills to chooſe him, and in their 
hearts to love him, and to rejoice in his ſalva- 
tion. This is entirely the work of the Holy 
Spirit: for faith is his gift, Epb. ii. 8. Unto 
you it is given, ſays the apoſtle, Phil. i. 29. in 
the behalf of Chriſt to believe on him; none can 
give it but the Spirit of God: becauſe it is the 
faith of the operation of God, and requires the 
ſame almighty power to believe with the heart, 
as it did to raiſe Chriſt's body from the grave, 
Eph. i. 20. And this power he puts forth in the 
preaching of the word, and makes it the power 
of God unto ſalvation. The word is called, 
2 Cor. iii. 8. the miniſtration of the Spirit, becauſe 
by it the Spirit miniſters his grace and ſtrength, 


4 R or FAITH, 


” So. GM. iii. 2. Received ye the Spirit wie 
. works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?“ 
It was by hearing faith preached, that they re- 
ceived the Spirit: for faith cometh by hearing, 
and hearing by the word of God, which is there- 
fore called the word of faith. And thus the 
word is the means, in the hand of the Spirit, to 
diſpoſe the hearts of thoſe who hear it, to re- 
ceive and to embrace Chriſt; whereby they at- 
tain the righteouſneſs of faith, as Rom. x. 10. 
* With the heart man believeth unto righteouſ- 7 
& neſs.” The heart is the chief thing in be» 
eving: for into it Chriſt is received, and in it 
he dwells by faith. The vital union between 
Chriſt and the believer is manifeſted and made 
now in the heart, and therein it is cemented 
and eſtabliſhed. With joy can the believer ſay, 
My Beloved is mine, and I am his,” happy 
for me, we are but one perſon in the eye of the 
law, and our intereſts are but one. Bleſſed ſtate 
this! Chriſt gives himſelf freely to the believer, 
who alſo gives himſelf up in faith to Chriſt, 
Chriſt as the believer's furety has taken his fins | 
upon himſelf, and the believer takes Chriſt's 
righteouſneſs : for Chriſt makes over all that he 
{1 has to the believer, who by faith looks upon it 
and makes uſe of it as his own; according to 
that expreſs warrant for his ſo doing in 1 Cor. in. 
22, 23. All _— are debe e ee, 0 * 
TY 6105 4 33 
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This vital union, betweg * Oh! 
3 is largely treated of in 2 Chriſ 
thus ſpeaks of it in his prayer for His people, 
John xvii. I pray for them who ſhall believe 
« on me through their word, that they all may 
c be one, as thou father art in me, and I in thee, 
*. that they alſo may be one in us. I in them, 
and thou in me, that they may be made per- 
* fect in one.“ And in Jh vi. 56. he ſays, 
He, that eateth my fleſh, and drinketh my 
“ hlood, dwelleth in me, and I in him;“ and 
this indwelling is by faith, as Zph. iii. 17. That 
* Chriſt may dwell in your hearts by faith.” 
And it is the office of the Holy Spirit to manifeſt 
this union to their hearts, as John xiv. 20. At 
< that day, when. the Spirit of truth is come, 

ye ſhall know that I am in my Father, and 
« you in me, and I in you.” And beſides theſe 
and many other plain words, this union is alſo 
repreſented by ſeveral ſtriking images, ſuch as 


5 that of huſband and wife, who are in law, but 


one perſon, the huſband being anſwerable for 
the wife's debts, and the wife ſharing in her huſ- 
band's honours and goods. It is ſet forth by the 
union between a building and the foundation 
upon which it ſtands ſecure ; between a tree and 
its branches, which live becauſe they are in the 
tree, and grow by the ſap which they receive 
from it; between the head and the members, 


which by holding under the head live and-grow, 
313 : having 
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every part. Under theſe beautiful images the 
ſeripture ſets forth the reality, and the bleſſed 
fruits of this union. The Holy Spirit makes it 
9 knen to the believer, by enabling him to rely 
. on God's word, as infallible truth, and to re- 
1 ceive Chriſt's perſon as the almighty Saviour, and 
F he ſtrengthens it, by enabling the | believer to - 
make uſe of Chriſt's fulneſs, and to live by faith 
upon him in all-his offices, for the In « 
all his promiſed. graces and bleſſingss. 
That faith which is of the 8 61 God 

always produces the knowledge and the fruits of 
this bleſſed union, and enables the ſoul to give 
itſelf up to Chriſt, that it may be one with him, 
not in a figurative metaphorical way, but as 
really and truly, as the building is one with the 
foundation, as much one in intereſt, as huſband 
and wife; one in influence, as the root the 
branches, the head and the members. So that 
this is not an empty notion about Chriſt, or ſome 
clear knowledge of him, or a mere approving of a 
his way of ſalvation, but it is an actual receiving 
of him into the heart for righteouſneſs to juſtify, 
and to dwell and reign there to ſanctify; a re- 

_ geiving him as a perfect Saviour, and living upon 
him and his fulneſs; waiting upon him to be 
taught daily; truſting wholly for acceptance ta 
his blood and righteouſneſs; reſting, relying, 
[caving upon his — ſtrength to hold out 
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unto the ds 7 and hoping for eternal life i the 
free gift of God through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
The bg faith pact receives and and thus 
lives upon Chriſt. Fu 
Now, reader, examine unt prove hy 
cies thou haſt this faith. Doſt thou believe 
with thy heart unto righteouſneſs ?: Thou canſt 
not live upon Chriſt, unleſs thou art firſt in Chriſt. 
Thou muſt be firſt perſuaded of thine intereſt i in 
him, before thou canſt make uſe of it, andi improve 
it; and therefore the knowledge of thy union 
with him muſt be clear and plain, before thou 
cCanſt have a free and open communion with him. | 
There muſt be faith, before there can be the 
fruits of faith; and ſtrong faith, before there can 
be much and ripe fruit. Little faith will receive 
but little from Chriſt. The weak believer is full 
of doubts and fears, and when he wants com- 
fort or ſtrength, or any other things which Chriſt 
has promiſed to give his people, he is queſtion- 
ing whether he has any right to expect them; 
and therefore he does not receive them; becauſe 
he has not boldneſs and acceſs with confidence 
to God by faith in Chriſt Jeſus. From hence 
appears the neceſſity of being eſtabliſtied in the 
faith. The believer muſt have clear evidence 
of his intereſt in Chriſt, before he can live « com- 
fortable and happy upon Chriſt: therefore he 
muſt look well to the foundation, and ſee there 
oy no * left about his being ſettled upon it. 
| Chriſt 
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Chrif being the ſure foundation, how can he 
8. fafely build thereon all his falvation, unleſs. he 
be firſt ſatisfied, that he is upon it? . The Peace 
; with God in his conſcience, every act of ſpiri- 
| tual life, and the Whale walk and well ordering 
this ==> It A to be fnally a 
and brought to this iſue: „ Chriſt is mine, 5 
4 | know it from the word of God. I have the 
6. witneſs of the ſpirit of God, and Chriſt allows 

« me, unworthy, as Lam, to make uſe of him 
and of his. fulneſs for the ſupply of all my 
« needs; and I find I do make. uſe of him, and 
* thereby. know from daily experience, that 4 
am in him, becauſe. I live upon him.“ Ac- 
cording; as this point is ſettled, ſo in proportion 
will be the life of faith, If the believer be tho- 
roughly grounded in it without any doubt r 
tear, then he may, and will with confidence im- 
prove his intereſt in Chriſt; but if he ſtill leave 
it in ſuſpenſe, his faith can be but little, and 
therefore he will We n or ſtren * 

from Chriſt. . 

Reader, wot ae one i Shag as in | faith? 
Doſt thou feel it? Doſt thou mourn for it? 
And doſt thou know, from whence thy faith is 
to be ſtrengthened ? Who can increaſe it, but 

be alone who gives it? O pray then to the Lord 

God to give thee the ſpirit of wiſdom and reve- 
bation, that the eyes of thy underſtanding may be 

* n., 
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enlightened 10 FIRE 8 infinite: N ane of 
erſon, as God-man, ang. the everlafſt-, 
ing nlvrit oi FO life and death to fave his, peo- 
ple from their ſins. And whatever hinders thee. 
from ſeeing the fulneſs of Chriſt's ſalvation, and 
reſting comfortably by faith upen it, earneſtly 
entreat the Lord to remove it: It it be fin, beg, 
of God to make thee more willing to part with 
it. If it be guilt, pray him to ordain peace in 
thy conſeience through the blood of ſprinkling. 
If it be mueh corruption, it cannot be ſubdued, - 
until it be firſt pardoned. If thou haſt got under 
the ſpirit of bondage, look up to the Lord Chtiſt 
for that liberty; where weith he makes his people 
free. Whatever it be, as ſoon as it is diſcovered 
to thee, make uſe of prayer, believing God's 
word of faithfulneſs; that what thou aſketh 
thou ſhalt have, and that he will ſo eſtabliſſ thee; 
that chou ſhalt ge on from faith ens ee 
it 'be thy happy cafe. © nen., 4 
" Reader, if thou art an awakened man, con- 
vinced of fin by the word'and Spirit of God, all 
thine enemies will try to keep thee from the clear 
knowledge of thy union with Chriſt: - The reaſon 
is plain: becauſe then thou wilt not be able to 


depend upon Chriſt's promiſe ſtrength, and to 


make uſe of it by faith, which is almighty to 
defeat them all. Hearken not therefore to any 
ſuggeſtions nor be afraid of any oppolition, 
| Which would hinder thee from ſeeking to bo 


fully - 


#- 


-, 
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fully convinced dn intereſt in Chriſt and 
of thy being a branch in the true vine. Satan 
will ufe all his wiles and fiery darts; and all car- 
nal profeſſors will be on his fide, and they will 


Have cloſe allies in thine own breaſt, in thine un- 
belief, in thy legal ſpirit, and in thy luſts and 


corruptions. - Conſider why do theſe enemies 
fight ſo hard againſt thy being ſafely ſettled, and 
comfortably grounded upon Chrift by living 
faith ? Is it not becauſe thou wilt then be an 
overmatch for them, through the ſtrength of 


Jeſus? And does not this plainly ſhew thee the 


abſolute neceſſity of knowing, that Chriſt and 
thou are one? Till this be known, thou wilt 
be afraid to apply to him and to make uſe of his 


3 ſtrength. and till thou doſt uſe it, all thine ene - 
mies will triumph over thee. O beg of God then 
do increaſe thy faith, that thou mayeſt be fully 


convinced of thy union with Chriſt, and mayeſt 
live in him ſafe, and on him happy, Hear and 
read his word, and pray for the effectual work- 


ing of the Lord the Spirit in it, and by it, that 


faith may come and grow by hearing, until it 
be finally ſettled without doubt or wavering, | 
that Chriſt is thine, and thow art bd 7 
After the believer is thus grounded and 1 
blimed in the knowledge of his union with 
Chriſt, it behoves him then to enquire, | What 


| God has given him a right toin conſequence of 


_ union; and the ſcripture will inform him, 


that 


3 


that in the covenant of Grace it has pleaſed the 
Father, that all fulneſs ſhould dwell in his Son, 
as the head for the uſe of his members. He has 
it to ſupply all their need. They cannot poſſibly 
want any thing, but it is treaſured up for them 
in his infinite fulneſs; there they may have it, 
5 grace for grace, every moment, as their occaſions 
require, and they have it in no other way, and 
by no other hand, than faith, truſting the word 
of promiſe, and relying upon Chriſt's faithful- 
neſs and power to fulfill it; as it is written, « the 
« juſt ſhall live by his faith,” Hab. ii. 3. having re- 
ceived juſtification to life by faith in the righte- 
ouſneſs of Chriſt, he depends on-Chrift to keep 
him alive, and makes uſe of. Chriſt's fulneſs for 
all the wants of that ſpiritual life, which he has 
given. He truſts him for them all, and lives 
upon him by faith for the continual receiving of 
them all, and according to his faith ſo is it _— 
unto SL. -- © 
Let this be well weighed and conſidered, that 
the juſtified perſon lives and performs every act 
of ſpiritual life by faith. This is a very impor- 
tant leſſon, and therefore it is taught in ſcripture 
as plainly as words can ſpeak. Every thing is 
promiſed to, and is received by faith. Thus it is 
ſaid, Ye are all the children of God by faith in 
Chriſt Jeſus, and if children then heirs accord- 
ing to the promiſe; heirs of God and joint heirs 


| with Chriſt, who of OR, is made unto us wiſdom, 
- * Tighteoul- 


righteoufrieſs, td oY made for their uf 
wiſdom to teach them, righteouſheſs to juſtify 
them, and holineſs to fanctify them, yea, he has 
all things in his fulneſs for their uſe, as the free 
grant ſpeaks, I Cor. fi. 21, Ec. « All things are 
yours, whether Paul or Apollos, or Cephas, 
or the world, or life, or death; or things pre- 
* ſent, or things to come, all are yours, and ye are 
& Chriſt's, and Chrift's is God's.” Confider, be- 
| lever, what a large eftate this is: thy title to it 
is good, and thou entereſt into poſſeſſion by faith: 
See then that thou make ufe of thine inheri- 


tance, and live upon it. Do not fay, when thou 


wanteſt any thing, I know not where to get it: 
for whatever the God-man has of wiſdom, "righ- 
teouſneſs, holineſs, power and glory, he nas it, 
as the head of the body for thee as one of his 
members, for thy uſe and benefit, and he Has 
promiſed it to thee in his word. Make free wit 
him then. Go to him with confidence. Thou 
canſt not do him greater honour than to receive 
from him what. he has to give. That is glorify- 
ing him. It is putting, the .crown upon his head, 
and confeſſing him to be a perfect all- ſufficient 
Chriſt when it pleaſeth thee, as it did his Father, 


dat in him ſhould all fulneſs dwell, and when 


thou art content to live out of thyſelf upon Bis 
fulneſs for the ſupply of all thy needs in time and 
in eternity. Io live thus upon him is his glory, 


and it 957 ED thy intereſt, and thy hap- 
pPineſs. 
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pinefs. In every. ſtate, ſpiritual and temporal, 


and in every circumſtance, thou canft poſſibly be 
in, thou art commanded to look up to Chriſt, 


that thou mayeſt receive out of his fulnefs, and 
to depend upon him to ſave thee from every 


evil, and to beſtow upon thee every good. In 
thy walk heavenwards, and in every thing thou 
meeteſt with by the way, put thy truſt in Chriſt, 
and expect from him the fulfilling of all his pro- 
miſes. He has all power in heaven and earth 


for that very purpoſe. Still rely upon him, and 
caſt thy burdens on him, when thou art tempted, 
when old corruptions ariſe, when the world and 
the devil affault thee, when under a ſenſe of 


weakneſs and dulneſs in duty, when in darkneſs 
[- an deſertion, in perſecution and trouble, in 


pain and poverty, in ſickneſs and death. This 
is the life of faith. Thou wilt live like a chriſ- 
tian indeed, if, being in any of theſe caſes, thou 
believeſt that Chriſt is able, becauſe he is al- 
mighty, and willing, becauſe he has promiſed, 
to ſupply thy wants, and then canſt truſt in him 
for that ſupply. Depend upon it, thou ſhalt have 
it, and it ſhall be done unto thee according to 
his work. 


grace, and may by faith make uſe of them as 
his own, why is he ſo long in learning this leſ- 
ſon perfectly? Being adopted into the a 
. family, 


Alfter the believer is is become 0 one with Chriſt ;.. 22 
and through him bas a right to all the riches of #1 


_— 
7 f / — * * 
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family, . an heir of the heavenly nn 
1 why does not he immediately live up to his pri- 
vilege, and to his eſtate? His title is good. The 
mheritance is ſure. All things are become his: 
| for all ful neſs is in Chriſt, and by virtue of his 
union with Chriſt, this fulneſs is his, and he may 
by faith be always receiving out of it every grace 
and bleſſing, which Chriſt has promiſed: why 
then does not he at once attain to this happy 
life of faith ? Sad experience proves that young 
believers do not. They meet with ſo many dif- 

- ficulties, that they grow up ſlowly into Chriſt in 
all things. They do not attain to a ſolid eſta- 
bliſhment in the faith in a day. Enemies with- 
out and within ſtop their progreſs, inſomuch that 
they often continue little children for a long time. 
They have the ſame right to Chriſt, the ſame 
privileges, and the ſame promiſed grace, which 
young men and fathers in Chriſt have, but they 
Have not learned by experience how to improve 
their intereſt in him, and to make the moſt of it. 
The difficulties and temptations which weaken 

| their hold of Chriſt, and ſtop their growth in 
dim are many; ſome of the chief are theſe : . 
| th 1. They continue little children and weak in 
faith, becauſe they do not preſently attain a ſolid. 
acquaintance with the perſon of Chriſt, and are 
not thoroughly ſatisfied, how able he was and 
ſufficient for every thing he undertook, and how 
ny. he has finiſhed every part of his work. 

wo: * 
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* This keeps them ignorant of many things 
in which the glory of his ſalvation conſiſts; hence 
they have not clear * views s of i its Kane | 
wr of its/freeneſs.” TOE 
3: By which means they labour under many 
avail about the manner of their receiving this 
ſalvation!” A legal ſpirit” working with their 
unbelief put them upon reaſoning continually 
againſt — — 3 by's grace pron, rt own. 


\ 


4. Theſe Keul bene elm gain 
OA power from their unſkilfulneſs in their 
warfare between nature and grace, the old man 
and the new, the fleſh and the ſpirit ; and, * 

5. All theſe difficulties are mightily ſtrength. 

ened from their hearkening to ſenſe, and truſting 
to its reports more than to the word of God. 
While believers are undler theſe difficulties, their 
faith meets with many checks in its growth, +. _— 
until they be enabled to overcome them, they 
continue to be little children in Chriſt. Their 
weak faith receives but little from Chriſt, and it 
continues weak, becauſe they have but little de- 
pendence upon the effectual working of Chriſt's 
mighty Power, "The exceeding greatneſs of his 
power is able to ſtrengthen them, and he bas | 
promiſed it, but they dare not truſt him. C 
ſider therefore, reader, if thou art offs 1 . ö 
babes, wind thou doſt not 12 up faſter i 
e ane 5 
Vor. I. . | Ihe 


which is in thy mind . his perſon: _ the: 
againſt him, which. is in thy carpal 


| be Theſe are in all men by nature; and : 


theſe ſatan will work upon in order to hinder 
the increaſe of thy faith. He will uſe all his 


cunning, and his power to keep thee from grow- 


ing in that knowledge of Chrift, which is eternal 
life. He will inject into thy heart blaſphemeus 


thoughts againſt his Godhead, and when thou 


art reading in ſcripture, or hearing about his he- 
ing God manifeſt in the fleſh, he will try to puz- 
zle and perplex thy imagination with a How can 
theſe things be? He will repreſent the union of 
the two natures in Chriſt as a thing not to be un 
derſtood, and as if they, who believed it with 


the cleareſt evidence of God's word and Spirit, mM 


had only ſome fancy about it. He has an old 
grudge againſt; Chriſt, and will not ſeruple to 
tell any lies of him. He was a liar from the be- - 
ginning, and abode not in the truth. Regard him 


not. Mind what the word of truth ſays, and pray 
thou mayeſt underſtand it; forthe more thouknow- 


eſt of the Lord: Chriſt, that bleſſed God- man, the 
more wilt thou be ſettled, and. eſtabliſhed i in him. 
It 1 is written of him, firſt, that he 1 18 God, true and | 
very God, in the holy bleſſed and glorious Tri- 5 
nity 2 perſon coequal, and .coeternal with the. 
Father, and the Holy Spirit, 1/a. ix. 6. Unto us; : 
a child i is Born, who is the mighty God; ſecongly., : 


* 
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that he is Jehovah, kick 1 the felf- 
exiſtent eſſence, Ia. xliii. 11. I, even Fam Je- 
hovah, and beſide me there is no Saviour; from 
whence it is evident, that the Saviour is Jehovah, 
and that he exiſts in a manner independent of, 
and diſtinct from, all other beings and things. St. 
Jude makes the oppoſition to this fundamental 
truth the condemning fin of certain - heretics; 
who denied Jeſus Chriſt to be the only Lord 
God, and our Lord. In the covenant of grace 
this divine Perſon undertook to be made man. 
He who was true and very God was made true 
and very man; he had a reaſonable ſoul and hu- 
man fleſh, and was in all points like other men, 
ſin excepted. And as the reaſonable ſoul and 
fleſh is one man, ſo God and man is one Chriſt. 
This is the glorious Perſon, who undertook in 
the covenant of grace to be man's ſurety, St. 
Paul calls him the ſurety of the New Teſtament; 
and what could there be wanting in him for this 
high office? He is every way qualified to be the 
ſurety for man, who is himſelf-true and yery man, 
who is alſo God as well as man, and therefore has 
all the perfections of Jehovah to render what he 
did and ſuffered as man's ſurety infinitely and 
everlaſtingly meritorious. 
This is the bleſſed object of faith, God and 
man united in one Chriſt. Conſider then, reader, 
what the ſcripture ſays of his wonderful perſon, 


in order that thy faith in him may be eſtabliſhed. 
, 2.0 -” a 
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That very ſelf-exiſtent God, Who Make: and all 


the Lord God? What obedience can his Father's 


law demand, which he is not infinitely able to 
pay? What ſufferings can ſatisfy his Father's 
juſtice, which he is not abſolutely qualified to 


endure? for he has every perfection and attribute 
equal with the Father. On this truth thou muſt 
reſt; and is it not a ſure foundation? In the cer- 


tainty of it thou muſt ſeek to be more grounded 


every day: becauſe as thou groweſt in the know- 
ledge of his divine PiN thou wilt become 
more fatisfied of his infinite ſufficiency to ſave; 


and fully convinced of this, thou wilt be enabled 


from ſeripture to anſwer. and filence thine own 


imbelieving thoughts, and to reject the blaſphe- | 
mous ſuggeſtions of ſatan againſt the Lord Chriſt. 
Obſerve then that he is God, and that he is Je- 
hovah. Read and meditate on what the ſcrip- 


ture” fays of his Godhead, and pray that thou 


mayeſt be taught of God to underſtand it: for 
no man can ſay that Jeſus is the Lord but by 
the Holy Ghoſt. It is his office to glorify Jeſus, 


by enabling thee to believe him to be Lord and 
God; and to call him thy Lord and thy God, 


and to e he is io, "IF" thy humble depend- 
8 ence. 


things were made, who commanded and they 
ſtand faſt to this very hour, was made fleth. He 
eume to be the ſurety for his people, to obey and 
ſuffer in their ſtead. What could not his al- 
mighty power effect? Is any thing too hard for 
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ence upon him for _— e both in time 
al in eternity. 5 
It is much to be . a A: in 
| "mori take ſo little pains to get a clear know: 
ledge of the doctrine of the ever-bleſſed Trinity: 
for want of which their faith is unſettled, and 
they are liable to many errors both in judgement f 
and practice. I would therefore moſt earneſtly 
recommend it to all that are weak in faith, to 
be diligent in hearing and reading what in ſcrip- 
ture is revealed concerning the Trinity in unity, | 
looking up always for the inward teaching of the 
Holy Spirit, and T would direct them to a form 
of ſound words in the common prayer book for 
Trinity Sunday, which contains the ſhorteſt and 
beſt account of the ſubject that I ever ſaw. It 
« is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, 
«© that we ſhould at all times, and in all places, | 
. give thanks unto thee, O Lord, almighty, 
+ everlaſting God. Who art one God, one 
Lord, not one only perſon, but three perſons 
« in one ſubſtance : for that which we believe 
« of the glory of the Father, the ſame we believe 5 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, without 
« any difference or incquality.” Theſe are pre. 
cious words. Meditate, reader, upon them, and 
intreat the Holy Spirit to enlighten thine under- 
ſtanding with the ſaving knowledge of them, 
that being eſtabliſhed in the doctrine of the ever 
ora Fruity, and of the Godhead of the Lord 
; | Chriſt, 


* * 
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| Chriſt, thou mayeſt be enabled te breroame the | 


difficulties which aroſe, 2 

..: Secondly, From thy not being os acquainted 
| with the nature of Chriſt's ſalvation. Co 
ing which young believers are apt to have many 
doubts. Carnal reaſon is ſtrong in them. The 
ſpirit of bondage reſiſts with many and mighty 

arguments, and unbelief muſters up all its forces, 
and there is a long and obſtinate fight againſt 
being faved freely. and fully by the grace of 
| Chriſt Jeſus. : But the arguments, which God 

has provided i in his word, when. dera, by his 
_ Spirit, will prevail and overcome. Meditate 
upon them for the eſtabliſhing of thy weak faith. 
Conſider, frſt, the covenant; Salvation is not 
à thing of chance, or left to man's will or power, 
but it was contrived by the bleſſed Trinity in 


22 : the covenant: of grace, and every thing belonging 


to it es perfectly ſettled. It js ſaid to bo 
am. xxiil. g. an everlaſting covenant ordered in 
all things and ſure. O thou of little faith, Why 

then doſt thou doubt? What! doubt of God's 
lover Here's a;povenant- ſpringing from his mere 
love, and from everlaſting. Doubt of its being 
well contrived? Infinite wiſdom orders it in all 
| things. Doubt of its being well executed? It is 
in all things ſure, {ure as God's almighty power 
and faithfulneſs ca make it. What motives are 
here for the ſtrengthening of ny _ ? May the 
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Reflect, Secondly, upon the undertakings of 
the Lord Chrift, the furety of this covenant. 
There was nothing left out of this covenant ; 
it was ordered in all things belonging to ſalva- 
tion, and Chriſt nndertook to perform all things 
on the part of his Father, that his law might 2 
magnified, and his juſtice made Honourable and 
glorious; and on the part of the finner, that he 
might be faved from all evil, and entitled to all 
good. And being God and man united in one 
Chrift he was a proper ſurefy to reconcile God 
to man, and to reconcile man to God. May 
theſe things then fink deep into thy heart, that 
thy ſurety has undertaken the whole of thy fal- 
vation, to do all for thee, and all in thee, and 
all by thee. What canſt thou defire more for 

the ſettling of thy faith? 

is Perhaps thou. wilt ſay, his undertakings 
were great, but has he fulfilled them? Ves, nd 
ſo perfettly, that he is able to ſave to the utter- ; 
molt. He was called Jeſus, becauſe he was to 
ſave his people from their ſins; as their ſurety | 
he was to fulfil the law for them by his obedience, / 
and to ſuffer the pains and penalties of it by his 
death and paſſion. Accordingly in the fulneſs 
of time he was manifeſt in the fleſh, and came 
fo do the will of his Father: of his obedience to 
that will he thus ſpeaks. I have finiſhed the 
* work, which thou gaveſt me to do.” Of his 
fufering that will he ſaid with his laſt breath, 
cc It 
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6e It i is finiſhed.” 4 e whatever he: under- 
took. to do-in 5 life and death was finiſhed, 
and it was demonſtrated that as man's ſurety he 
had done and ſuffered every thing ordered in the 
covenant, by his reſurrection from the dead: for 
then did the Father declare him to be the Son 
of God with power. Will not all this ſatisfy 
thee, © thou of little faith ? Here is one more 
cauſe of thy doubting removed; thou canſt not 
deny but Chriſt has finiſhed. every thing he un- 
dertook, and i in conſequence thereof he has all 
power in heaven and earth to beſtow. A full and 
finiſhed ſalvation. What canſt thou now object 
. Does a thought ariſe in thy heart? It is 
finiſhed, but is it fo freely given that ſuch. an 
unworthy creature, as I am, may partake of it! ? 
Yes : it comes to thee in the way of a free gift, | 
Great, ineſtimable, and eternal, as it is, yet it 
is all thine in receiving. Not he Who WO meth, 
but he who believeth is juſtified from all things, : 
It is by faith that believers. are juſtified and ſanc- 
tified, are ſtrengthened and comforted. in their 
- walk, by faith they fight againſt all their enemies, 
and by faith they conquer, and lay hold of eter- 
nal life. And therefore it is all of faith, that it | 
might be by grace. Salvation is wrought out 
and finiſhed by thy Surety, given to thee freely, 
continued with all its bleſſings 1 in time and thro” 
eternity; as a free gift, to the praiſe, of the glory 
7 of. free c Why. therefore art thou diſcou- 
. bed | 
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raged? ? Haſt thou nothing to buy. with? Then 
obey the Lord's command, Come and buy free 
falvation without money, and without price: 
| How ſhould this motive ſtill add to the eſtabliſh- 
ment of thy faith? For there. thou ſeeſt whatever 
thou wanteſt is thine: by believing. Thou mayeſt 
have it freely by grace. It is. treaſured; up for 
thee in the fulneſs of thy dear Saviour, and thon 
canſt not honour him more, than to make free 
uſe, of it. What doſt thou ſay toſthis? Haſt 
thou any thing to object? Canſt thou find any 
fault with the covenant of grace, or with the 
undertakings of the God-man in it? No, cer- 
tainly, the covenant was well ode in all 
things and ſure, and what the Surety of the -co- 
venant undertook he. has perfectly fulfilled. Sal- 
vation is, finiſhed on his part. He has glorified 
the law by his infinitely perfect obedience, he 
has made divine juſtice honourable. by his ſuffer- 
ings and death, he has brought in everlaſting 
righteouſneſs for his people, and will bring them 
to everlaſting glory: for e has already taken 
poſſeſſion of it for them the head of the body 
the church, and he has alf power in heayen and 
earth to ſave them day by day, until he make 
them partakers of his eternal ſalvation. What 
can thy heart wiſh for more than ſuch. a Saviour, 
and ſuch a ſalvation! O!] be not faithleſs then, 
but believing, and if thou has any doubts left; 
ee to have them cleared up by reading 
n „ and 
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and prayer, until thy faith be perth ſettled 
on the divinity of God thy Saviour, and the in- 
finite, ſuffciency of his falvation! Theſe' two 
Points lay at the very foundation of the: chriſtian 
religion. They muſt be ſuppoſed in all its prin- 
 ciples, and built upon in all its practice; there- 
fore being of univerſal influence; if they be tho- 
roughty eſtabliſhed thy faith wilt be ſtedfaſt, arid 
thy life well ordered and comfortable. Examine 
then, and prove thyſelf here before thou readeft 
any farther. Doſt thou believe Chriſt to be true 
and very God, in every perfection and attribute 
equal with the Father | ? And is his a full and a 
free ſalvation? All the following direckions de- 
pend upon, and can only profit thee, ſo far as 
thou believeſt theſe two points. Look welk ehen 
to thy eſtabliſhment in them! If it Be ſtrong, 
the Hife of faith will be Reidy and 'ptoſperous ; 
but if it be weak, thou wilt be liable to be toft 
about continually with errors, and overcome with 
temptations, eſpecially With thoſe, to Which a 
legal ſpirit will exp ches, as 1 [purpoſe t6 
ſew under the | 
Third general heads in i, is to be ys 
ace, now the kttle children in Chriſt for want 
of being eſtabliſhed in the belief of his Godhead; 
anch ef Ms full and free ſalvation; Iabour under 
may doubts, à legal ſpirit working with their 
undelief puts them upon teafoning continually 
| Nee ITE freely by grace thro” faith? 
+ | He 


1 He is of a legal ſpirit; who is under the law, 
and apprehends himſelf bound to keep it, as the 


ſpirit will be trying to bring the ſout inte bond 
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condition of life, requiring of him, Do this and 
thou ſhalt live. In his underſtanding” he fees 


mis, and no other r way to life, in his will he is 


contmually inclined to it, and in his heart he 
loves it; becauſe he fancies it in his own power 
to attain fe in this way, and he can merit it by 
his own works, which mightily gratifies his ſelf 


* love, and indulges his pride. This legal fpirit 


reigns over all men in their natural ſtate, but 
does not diſcover its tyranny, until it be op- 
poſed; and then ſo ſoon as the ſoul is quickened 
from a death in treſpaſſes and fins, it begins to 
fight, trying to keep the poor firmer in bondage 
by its legal workings and ſtrivings, and putting 


him upon ſeeking for ſome good diſpoſition or 


qualification in himſelf, on account of which 
God ſhould love him. Thus the awakened fouk, 


under the ſpirit of bondage, always ſeeks deli- 
verance by the works of that law, which ean-do 


nothing more than bring him to the knowledge 
of fin, diſcover: to him the exceeding; finfulneſfs_ 

of it, and the exceeding great puniſhment which 
it deſerves; - by which means it is always now | 
riſhing the doubts and fears of unbelief. And 
after the Lord has in a meaſure removed them 


dy a clear diſcovery of the ſalvation that is in 


Jeſus, and by the gift of faith, yet ſtill this legal 


age 
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age again to fear, and it too of ten prevails. 
Young beheyers find it the worſt enemy they 
Have to deal with. It is a fly, ſubtle foe, that 
ſeems to intend them a kindneſs, while it is al- 
ways on the ſide of their greateſt enemy. It 
would appear to them to be actuated by a zeal 
for God, but it is to eclipſe the glory of the Lord 
Chriſt, to take away the all- ſufficiency of his 
Jalvation, and to rob 2 of their e — 
pesce in believing. - fd eouſyubai Bars | 
If any PEN FRY aſl; "wi? "this: legal ert 
TOES to have ſuch aſe over: organ The 
po mg „ ot 15d) Hem - Doo 
| Firſt; that all men being God's dra are 
n the law to him, bound to keep it, or 
bound if they tranſgreſs to ſuffer the threatened 
Pains and penalties. In this ſtate man was ere- 
ated, and in it all men are by nature, and there - 
fore there is in us all a/ continual leaning to the 
law, and a deſire to attain righteouſneſs by the 
works of it. We are all wedded to this way of 
gaining God's favour. The apoſtle ſays, there is 
a marriage union between us and the law, and 
it, like an huſband, has dominion over us as long 
as it liveth; ſo that we cannot be married to 
Chriſt, until that be dead wherein we were held. 
Vou may ſee this in the Jews. How does Moſes 
labour to bring them off from an opinion of their 
own righteouſneſs? And a greater than Moſes 
has ö the ſame in his Sik {ct ures. againſt the 
33 | 5  ſeribes 
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fetibes and phariſees: yea, the apoſtles: of our 
Lord were forced to write and preach againſt 
this leaning to the law, it gave ſuch diſturbance 
to the true diſeiples of Chriſt. And notwith- 
ſtanding. the ſeripture arguments againſt it, yet 
we have great numbers among us, who feek fot 
a juſtifying righteouſneſs, by the works of the 
law. And they are put upon ſeeking this, 
Secondly, from their ignorance of the law. 
They are not acquainted with its nature; for it 
demands what they cannot pay. It inſiſts upon 
an obedience, ſpiritual, perfect and uninterrupt- 
ed: for the leaſt offence, if but in thought, it 
comes with its fearful ſentence, Curſed is every 
eue, who contiuneth not in all things, that are written 
14 the book of: the late to do them. On him who 
does not continue in all things, and not one man 
ever did, this ſentence takes place, and if he 
was to live a thouſand years he could not do any 
thing to repeal it. The law will always be to 
bim the miniſtration of condemnation, and the 
miniſtration of death, and that is all it can do 
for him. It provides no remedy, and gives him 
no hope, but leaves him condemned to the firſt 
and to the ſecond death; and yet ſuch i is the 
blindneſs, of. the ſinner, that he will be ſtill lean- 
ing.to 1 law, and afraid to truſt wholly to the 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt ; and this ariſes 
Ke 2g From his.ignorance of Chriſt's righ- 


inouſne(s, which is PARTE, dees, and wants 
no 


E XY 
* 9 


' ouſneſs of God, wrought out by the God-man 
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juſtifying of a finner: becauſe it is the righte- i 


for his people, and it is the righteouſneſs of 
faith, they receive it by faith without works; ſo 

that it is directiy oppoſite to the righteouſneſs of 
a legal ſpirit. Hence we have many among us, 
great profeſſors too, who are ignorant of God's 
righteouſneſs ; they have not been entirely 
brought off from a legal bottom, and there- 
fore they talk of being juſtiſied without a juſtify- 
ing righteouſneſs, which if God was to do, he 
would be unrighteous, and which as he has de- 
clared he will not do, their fancied juſtification 
leaves them ſtill in their ſins. They dare not put 
their whole truſt and confidence in che righte- 
ouſneſs of Chriſt imputed unto ſinners, and made 
theirs by faith. They have many fears about im- 
ptited righteouſneſs, altho' the apoſtle has not 
ſerupled to mention it eleven times in one chap- 
ter; Rom. iv. and theſe fears make them read the 
fcripture with-fuch prejudice that they ſay they 
cannot find the expreſſion, faith iu the rigbteouſ 
neſs of Chrift in all the Bible. They may find the 
fenſe of the expreffion in Moſes and in all the 
prophets, and the very words in 2 Per. i. f. 
Simon Peter a ſervant and an apoſtle of Jeſus 
Chriſt to them who have obtained like precious 
fafth with us in, the Greek is 4, in the righte- 
dumeſs of God and our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 

Here 
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W fovcral een ae eee it, ren 
it is the righteouſneſs of God, of God our Savi- 
our, of Jeſus Chriſt. | From whence can men's 
oppoſition to this way of juſtification ariſe, but 
from their not being convineed by the Spirit of 
God of the neceſſity of Chriſt's righteouſneſs ? It 
is his peculiar office to convince of this truth. 
No teaching but his can do it. O that he may 
do it in the hearts of thoſe, who out of a zeal 
for God, though not according to knowledge, 
eclipſe the glory of the Lord, and rob afflicted 
cenſciences of their comfort by oppoſing im- 
puted righteouſneſs ! It is a righteouſneſs of fo 
high and heavenly a nature, wrought out by ano- 
ther, and fo wonderful a Perſon, is beſtowed as 
a free gift upon the chief of ſinners, whereby 
alone they obtain remiſſion of their fins, and are 
made partakers of the kingdom of heaven, and 
they receive it by faith only without works, 
which a legal fpirit always wants to mix with 
it, that no one could ever believe in it, unleſs it 
were given him from above. May it be given 
eto thoſe profeſſors ho cannot yet ſubmit to the 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt to ſee their want of it, 
50 OR the! heart to | believe | im it unto ane | 
hs 4000 chow: not found ode an city 
this” legal ſpirit is to thy peace and joy, and how 
it is always inchining thee to: fome Tafrighteouf! 
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1 And thy ignorance of the rightoggſneſs ef 
the law, and of the righteouſneſs of faith ? And 


wouldſt thou gladly be delivered from it? een 


then that nothing can ſuhdue it, but the bring- 


ing into thy conſcience a better hope from a bet- 


ter righteouſneſs, than that of the law, and when 
thou art enabled to plead it there againſt all the 
charges of ſin and ſatan, then thou wilt ſtand 
faſt in the liberty wherewith Chriſt hath made 
thee free. His is a better righteouſneſs; it is in- 

finitely perfect, and. everlaſting, even the e 
ouſneſs of God; by faith in this righteouſneſs 
thou ſhalt be ſaved: from the law, and ſhalt re- 


ceive remiſſion of, fins, through it the Father doth 


accept thee and give thee the Spirit of his Son 
to lead and comfort and ſanctify thee, he doth 


love thee and bleſs thee, as his dear child, mak- 


ing all things work together under him for thy 


good, and keeping thee by his mighty power 


thro” faith, unto. falyation: ſo that in and on ac- 
count of this righteou ſneſs thou ſhalt be ſaved 


from all the evils of ſin, and receive all ſpiritual 


bleſſings. in earth and heayen. And this thon 
ſhalt have freely, without any merit, or work oh: 
the law; for this righteouſneſs comes wholly by. 


grace, and i is for thee a ſinner, as ſuch, and is to 


juſtify thee from the condemnation of the law, 


to turn its curſ es into bleſſings, and its threate 2 


ed puniſhments, into, happineſs. And this it can 
do. off, thee perfodtly, and eveclaſtingly,. fo that 
2 6 being 
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being und in this righteouſneſs, there is no 


grace promiſed in time, or glory i in eternity, but 
it ſhall be thitie. The Lord God promiſes them 


= to thee in the fulleſt and freeſt manner, to thee, 


without any exception or limitation, being a ſin- 

ner, 'and ungodly, chough one of the vileſt and | 
baſeſt, yet to thee, as ſuch, is the word of this 
ſalvation ſent. And it will be all thine in the 
comfortable enjoyment of it, thro' believing: 
Thou art to bring nothing te recommend thee, 
but that thou art a ſenſible ſinner, and thy right 
and title to a finiſhed ſalvation is clear from the 
warrant of God's word, when thou believeſt with 
thy heart in the righteouſneſs of Chriſt. The 
divine command is, believe on the Lord Jeſus Chrift : 
the promiſe i is, whoſoever believeth in him, ſhall | 
not periſh, ſhall receive remiſſion of fins, ſhall be 
ned from all things, ſhall have everlaſting 
life. Why” then doſt thou lean to works, ſince 


ſalvation is s by faith ? Why doſt thou diſquiet thy- 


ſelf about attaining the righteouſneſs of the law, 
and thereby ſuffer the law. to diſturb the peace 

of thy 'conſcience, ſince thou haſt a far better 
Asten fneft , which/ought to reign there, even 
the righteouſneſs which is of God by faith? For 
thou art a believer, and although a weak one, 
yet thou haſt as good a title to Chriſt and his 
righteouſneſs as the ſtrongeſt believer in the 
world: becauſe thy right comes from the free 
grant of the word of grace, and is ha ah 
7 Vor. J. D by 
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by faith, by which! all things are become thine. 
Thou art an heir of them all by faith in Chriſt 


Jeſus. O, thou of little faith, why then doſt 


thou doubt? Remember, how highly thou diſho- 
noureſt the infinite love and free ſalvation of 
Jeſus, and how much thou robbeſt thy own foul 
of its peace, and of its growth in grace; by thy 
weak and little faith. Think upon theſe things, 
and intreat the Author and an, of the an 
to ſtrengthen it in thy ſoul. Is 
gut perhaps thou wilt 895 "90 ſhall 100 live 
upon Chriſt with my weak faith that it may grow 
ſtronger, and I may get the better of my legal 
ſpirit ? Here is the remedy 3 may it be to thee 
effectuall The ſcripture directs thee to look t 
Chriſt God-man ag thy ſurety, who for thee has 
wrqught out a finiſhed: ſalyation, and whatever 
he has, promiſed in his word relating to this ſal- 
| vation, thou art to truſt: him for the making of 
tit good, and te depend upon his faithfulneſs and 


power to make it good to thee. Whateyer there · 
fore he has donę and ſuffered to fave thee from 


the Surſe of the law, and from the ſpirit of hond 
age, and ta make thee free with the liberty of the 
children of God, thou art to live upon him for 
theſe bleſſings, and hy faith to be always recaiu- 
ing them from him in the fulleſt and largeſt mea · 
ſute, that he promiſes them to thee. Look teit 
into thyſelf then for any qualification, but look 
unto Jeſus; that thou — * 
* | 5 C1 that 
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A that liberty + vherewfth he hath dk thee free, 
and mapeſt be no longer a babe unſkilful in the 
word of righteouſneſs. Hear what he ſays, if 
the Son ſhall make you free ye ſhall be free in- 

_ deed, free from the law- of fin and death, free 
from condemnation at- the bar of God, and be- 
ing freed from the bondage of corruption ye 

ſhall be brought into the glorious liberty of the 
children of God, heirs of God, and joint heirs 
with Chriſt. This is the freedom which God 

promiſes thee: it is very extenſive, has many no- 
ble privileges, and vaſt bleſſings. By faith all 
is thine. See how perfectly believers have re- 
ceived all, and may thy faith be like theirs. 

Rom. viii. 15. &c. © Ye have not received the 

« ſpirit of bondage again to fear, but ye have 
received the ſpirit of adoption, whereby we 
e pray, Abba, Father. The Spirit itſelf bear- 

« eth witnefs to our ſpirits, that we are the 

e children of God, and if children then heirs, - 
« heirs of God and joint heirs with Chriſt.” Ob. 

ſerve what is here faid of the believing Romans, 

and by faith thou ſhalt IE IT ame, as 

Perfectly as they did; 

1. They were freed evi the ſpirt of bondage 
under which they once had laboured : : 

2. They were fo freed as to be under it no 

more ; they were Hot? to fear again, as hereto. 

fore : for | 3111 

Z Yo! 4 | | 0 D 2 3 They 
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1 3. They had received the Spirit of adoption, 


and he gave them the. evidence. 9h, abet n 


Upon which, 'Z * 


4. They ak God was . reconciled 


Father, and they had boldneſs dss {9A 


with confidence. And therefore, 0 


5 They lived in light and Wales e like 


his children and heirs, "he were e n 
Hoaſeyfor; ever. 1... C 


See alſo what great e the Gotatians bad. 


1 iv. 4, Sc. God ſent forth his Son made of a 
« woman, made under the law, to redeem them 
« that were under the law, that we might receive 
the adoption of ſons: And becauſe ye are 

ſons God hath ſent forth the Spirit of his Son 
« into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father : where- 


« fore thou art no more a fervant, but a. ſon, 


| « and if a ſon; then an heir of God thro' Chriſt.“ 


of his people, accordingly, 


0 what treaſures of grace and conſolation are 
there i in this ſcripture, tending to ſubdue hy; le- 


gal ſpirit. -- Conſider ſome: of them. 
1 All men having broken the law, and being | 
under the curſe of it, Chriſt was made under the 
law, that the law might reach him as the farety 


2a | 


2. By his obedience to the precepts, and by 


his ſuffering the penalties of the law, he redeem- 


ed his people, who were under the law; ſo 
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— bye bey are no longer * bondage to at. t, but 
being made free, and TTY received: the _ | 
tion of ſons,  _ - 
4. They have the ſpirit of . ſent into 
their hearts to witneſs to ee _ Chriſt fal- 
filled the law for them; and, FHEIC A 
F. That the Father loves a as his dear 
children, and they love him and ſerve him with- 
out fear, crying to him, Abba, Father; $2107 
6. Wherefore they are no longer ſervants in 
bondage to any one, but are made free indeed, 
being now the ſons of God — faith in 


Chriſt Jeſus. And, 


7. If ſons, then heirs of God, _ FINE to in- 
herit whatever he has promiſed to 25 his chil- 
dren in earth and heaven. „3 

Theſe and many more arguments a are contain- 
ed in this one ſcripture, tending to ſubdue thy 
legal ſpirit, and to bring thee to live more com- 
fortably by faith upon Chriſt, who, as thy ſurety, 
has fully kept the law for thee in his life and 
death. Thou art to conſider thyſelf now, not 
under the law, but under grace, and therefore 
abſolutely free from the condemning power of 
the law. This thou muſt maintain againſt all 
the carnal reaſonings of thy legal ſpirit, Ghrift 7s - 
my law;fulfiller. And thou wilt glorify: him for 
redeeming thee from under the law, and wilt 


live in ſweet peace in thine own conſcience, 
while thou keepeſt faſt hold of this moſt bleſſed 


and 
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and eternally precious truth. May all thy Oy 
ing and prayer, and the uſe of all means help 
 _ thee to ow in 18 OT: and ee 

i oe l ec to | 
hi There, is 4 ver 2 Fran nh edgy in 
weak believers to a legal ſpirit, which ought to 
make them read ſuch promiſes as IJ have been 
1 mentioning over and over again, that God may 
= thereby encourage them to maintain the liberty 
1 to ſtand faſt in it againſt the freſh attacks of the 
devil and unbelief. They ſhould be always jea- 
ous over themſelves, and watchful againſt their 
enemies: becauſe, after they have in à truly 
goſpel. and evangelical way through grace got 
their legal ſpirit ſubdued, yet if it be not in the 
ſame way kept ſubdued, it will break out with 
more power than ever, and will be likely to 
bring them into bondage again to fear. And 
this may, and LE have known it often happen; 
after they had obtained ſome great victories over 
it, and; finding it not ſtir for ſome time, they 
flattered themſelves they ſhould have but little 
trouble with it any more. Thus they were 
drawn off their guard, which: gave roam to their 
legal ſpirit to exert itſelf again with vigour. 
This ſurpriſed the weak believers, put them upon 
ręaſoning and doubting, Whether all had been 
right; With them before; and ſo at the very time 
A ath, and, 
Bill ſhould 
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bond have been making uſe of it, ey e 
IT queſtioning whether they had any, which left 
1 tem unarmed in the niidſt of their enemies, an 
ey prey to every temptation; but an inviſible - 
= power kept them ſafe; Oy b were not 
comfortable in themfelves. 1 
For the encourdgethent F perfons in this _ 
that they may preſently recover themſelves out” 
of the ſnare of the devil, they ſhould obſerve, 
1. What the ſcripture fays of a legal ſpitit, de- 
IF feribing it to be one of the members of their'cbr- 
rupt nature, one of the affe&ions of the Hefh, 
= which wilt never be quite dead, while the 
breath is in their bodies. It is an enemy that 
will be always fighting againſt the Holy Spirit © 
for they are directiy contrary” the one to the 
other, and therefore believers muſt not dream 
of any fuch victory as leaves no more” fighting, 
but muſt expect ſharp battles with their: Joy? 
ſpirit as long as ever they live. nd, SMT 
© Secondly; The ſame means, by which they 
formerly obtained victory nruſt be made ufe of 
again. As often as the legal ſpirit is tempting, 
Chriſt's ſtrength muſt be oppoſed to it, ant His 
ſiergth muſt be bronght into the fbul by Faith 
im his righteouſneſs; as it is written, Ia. XHi: 24. 
< Surely Mall one ſay, in the Lord have Frignte!” | 
* onſnefs and ſtrength.” Righteouneſs cotties 
firſt and is eſtabliſhed in the confcience, that 
Ne — and maine d there againſt 


all the hi and accuſations of. the law. And 
aſh often as Fagle arſe Sate ful ne muſt be 
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Lord: Chrit have I 3 {war 1s my 8 
r, and I depend upon his mie — 
make me ſtand faſt i in that li 
he hath made me free. And the. 1 ] 
Ka thus quiet and ſtay. itſelf. by. faith, upon the 
righteouſneſs and ſtrength of Chriſt for victory 
over the preſent temptation, but muſt alſo, 
Thirdly, continually do this: becauſe there is 
in our nature a continual oppoſition to it. The 
experience of which is the believer's ſafety: 
The abiding ſenſe of his being naturally inclined 
| to lean to legal dependences, and therefore his 
want of Chriſt every moment to juſtify him by 
his righteouſneſs, and to keep him by his 
ſtrength, will be the ſureſt way to prevent his 
falling into bondage: for this will keep him very 
jealous over himſelf, and. wWill ſhey him the ne- 
ceſſity of living out of himſelf for righteouſneſs 
and 2 ch while he Irix, upon * 


any er nemy, 58500 0 0 ftocn gnonts A. RH 

Ihe. glory, of the incarnate. God, and his infi- 
nite ſafficiency, to fave, haye not a greater enemy 
than a legal ſpirit, and therefore Lhayeenlarged- 
upon this point, that believers might be con- 
vinced | from. the word of God they were ſaved. 
ron the condemnation l the e. ane Wall; 
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WM never live avs till they ſee um dead 


Ry | and buried, and then willingly give up them 


IT elves to be eſpouſed to Chriſt, who will make 
them free indeed. And when they have learned 
X of him to enjoy and walk in. their chriſtian liber-7 
ty, then they will be better acquainted with the 
warfare between nature and grace, the old man 
and the new, the felt and the ſpirit, which war- 
| fare is the * NO 7. tio IL e trad 
1 Fourth great e that ſtops the 3 
of ſaith in weak believers. | They, are unſkilful 


in it, ſoon tired of it, and often likely to be de- 


feated. They do not enter into the battle ſtrong 
are they certain if they fall in battle, they ſhall. 
be; ſaved with an eternal ſalvation. Theſe are 
eat. diſcouragements, and: until, theſe be re- 
moved, they cannot fight the good ee faith, 
like good ſoldiers of Chriſt Jeſus. arten! 
The caſe is thus. There is in m believns: 
an old man, and a new man, nature and grace, 
fleſh and ſpirit} and theſe are oppoſite and con- 
trary the one to the other in their principles and 
actions: they are always deſiring different 
ſions a continual war between them. The fleſh. 
and mighty allies on its ſide, armies of luſts, the 
| faculties of ſoul and body to bring forth ſin, hoſts, 
e angels, and all the world: that layeth in 


wickedneſs. 
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fickedneſſs,;/ But the nity man; renewed in the: 
ſpirit of (bis: mind has a reconciled God on his 
en men nos. fear hat - wy; 
the: dosen thor, neuen end ale rehing 
upon that fure word of prumiſe, I 20ill ac uer leave 
thee nor furſulæ thee. Here is the believer's en- 
couragement to fight, his God will never leave 
him. Here he ws victory every day, his 
thee on of faith, his God and davious will 
make him more than conqueror: he will ſand 
death te kill fin- And then the believer will 
never move have temptation from it, nor ſorrow 
about it. But til chat happy time come he muſt 
be. figheing againſt his corrupt nature andł all its 
ales. — be made with them, not 
even a true. He muſt expect no Kind of favour 
from them: becauſe they are God's rrreeoncile- 
able chemies and therefore as long as he is in 
the world; he muſt be fighting againſt — 
as hong as he has à body of fleſh; he muff 0 
it Witk it's aſfecłions and luſts, becauſe they war 
againiſt the foul, and as long as he is in the reach 
of temptation he muſt oppoſe the tempter, ſted - 
falt irvithe falthi never putting off: kis armour, 
until the Lard ge him a diſbhatge. 
The believers peace within, and victory with 
otitg arẽ cf CHHE Stec“ with the clear under. 
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done weep pant es lab pda de Bbliveb King? 
in him an old man and a new ſecondly; that 
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9 from the: won) of God, and àgreeahly tothe 
ſenſe in vhich the church of God has abways in. 
interpreted it, yet for its nme, 


ſome teſtimonies muſſ bei Bräught, which ſpeak = 


theſe two are at war; een eee 


| together till death. FT ff 1 nt FI 7 


Firſt, The apoſtle ſaywthi the Sintsss Whedbe 


chap ty engl; put off the old man, put on” 
the new. Mind, the ſame perſons had both 
in them an old man, corrupt according to his 
deceitful luſts, daily to be put off, and a new 
man td che fut on, ant renewed day by day in 


the ſpirit ot his mind. The old man is deſerihed 


co have a body of fic with all his members his 


ections and luſts; theſe muſt not be obeyed, 


but Wortifled. Lat not fin reign in your mor 


„tal body that yer: ſhoutd/:obey/it in the luſts 
* thereat; neither yield e vd members as in- 
« ſtruments of untighteouſneftunto ſin, Rum vic 
12, 13. Phe faints af Rome had fin in them, 
and it wanted to reign as it had done ee ; 


in the luſts thereof, but; s ton off mot • 


- Secondly, Bey [were noi Adee, übt 
There was in them a h.] man, who Was to fight 
againſt thoſe fleſſily luſts vchiuh war againſf the 
ſoul. “ Fbe fleth! luſteth againſt the fpirit, arid ' 


dme ſpirit againſt the fleſh, and; theſe are ch 


8 e 2 to the other; ſo that ye cane 


LS | 6 do 


bo - 11 or FAITH. 
do the tliings that ye would.” Gal. v. 17. Here 
is battle between two, the fleſh the whole nature 


of the old man, and the ſpirit of the new man 
born again of the ſpirit; the cauſe of it is, the 
one wills what the other hates, each wants to 


carry his on will into execution, and thefe be- 
ing contrary the one to the other; they fight for 
maſtery; in the battle, the fleſh;” the old man is 
defeated, and the ſpirit working in the new man 
conquers, and this luſting and fighting is in one 
and the ſame perſon, in him who is faid to be 
not under the law, to be led by the ſpirit, and 
to live and to walk in the ſpirit. In Rom. viii. 7. 
the apoſtle: calls the fleſh the carnal mind, and 
he ſays, It is enmity againſt God: for it is 
1 eee, ee the law of God, neither indeed 
u be; ſince it is enmity itſelf there is no re- 
e it will not, nay it cannot obey God, 
but is ever luſting and rebelling againſt his law. 
The nature of the battle is deſcribed at length 
in Rom! vii. The chapter conſiſts of three parts, 


firſt, the believer's liberty from the law to ver. 6. 


ſecondly, he anſwers ſome objections made againſt 
_ the law from its nature and properties, and that 
in his own perſon, becauſe it had been the means 
of bringing him to the right knowledge of ſin, 
ver. 7. and ſin being diſcovered by the law thro- 
the corruption of nature, raged and rebelled the 
more in him, ver. 8. and the law had made him 
ſenſible of God 0 ſim, and of his 


deſerving 
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deſerving death and hell for it, ver. g. (A4, 
and from thence to the end of the chapter he de- 
ſcribes the conflict between the old man and the 
ner, the one conſenting- to the laws and the 
,other reſiſting the law. In this conflict there 
were three ſharp attacks, in the firſt he found in 
himſelf two contrary principles of action always 
reſiſting each other, the old man fighting againſt 
the new, from ver. 14 to 183 ſecondly, when 
the will of the new man was good, thro' the 
oppoſition of the old man, it had not the deſired 
effect, ver. 19, 20; and thirdly, he felt in him- 
ſelf two contrary.laws, both requiring obedience, 
the law of the members warring and rebelling 
againſt the law of God written in the renewed 
mind: for no ſooner: did his mind, guided, by 
the Holy ſpirit, ſet about any thing which God's 
law commanded, but he found the law of the 
members making a ſtrong reſiſtance. This he 
groaned under as an heavy burden, and was 
humbled for it before God, expecting pardon 
from him and em dunn day, and . *. 
liyerance at laſt. 7 | 
I cannot 1 upon Ante, Turn to f 
it and read it over upon the plan which I have 
here laid down, remembering all along, that St. 
Paul is deſcribing himſelf. He ten times fays it 
is himfelfhe is ſpeaking of; from ver. 7. to ver. 14. 
where he is ſhewing of what uſe. the law had 
Wer to bis when: he 50s firſt convinced of ſin, 
1 2 | and 


- 


— 


% 


2T519/efi whom the law of the 
{Chriſt geſus hath made free from the law of fin 
id death; I myſelf to whom now there is no 
condemnation, for I am in Chriſt Jefus, and 1 

| _ after the Spirit, am ſtill at war with ſin that 
dwelleth in me, with'the old man, with the fleſh, 
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andi from chence tothe enddhbe mentions himſelf 


khirty eight times. I the apoſtle Paul; I m/e, 
my very ſelf, and not another; I myſelf am, now, 
at this preſent, at the uery time of writing this; 
fpirit of life in 


With the law of the members, with the body of 
fin. Althe' I have à new nature, and God is on 
my fide; yet it is a hard and a ſharp battle. 1 
Hd it o. The length of it makes it ſtill more 


painful; and forces me ro cry out, O wretched 
| * man that J am, who ſhall deliver me from the 
_ x© body of this death? Paul was not out of 


God's favour, or accurſed,: but as the word ren- 


dered wrerehed means, he was weary and tired 


With this continual fighting, troubled with the 
Athy moetions of ſin rifing and ſtriving and re- 


belling in him, and giving him no teſt ;/thiswas 
ſuch a hard warfare, that he Was ever looking 


out and praying, 1 ho ſftafl deliver me?” He 
neun wholly, Perfectiy, deliver me from this 
Corruption: He ſighed for it, not becauſe he 
doubteck of an abſolute deliverance, but becauſe 
ke had furs and certain Bope of it; not becauſe 


Ae Was ignorant who His deliverer s Ber Be. 
Kaufe he had eufaft faith rl Vinh: <'Fhanks be 


bas - « to 


2 
1 


Kir Ex or FAITE. 63 
„to God 'through/Tefus: Chriſt.n This com- 
forted him, and kept him fighting on with 
courage. Ile knew that he ſhould gain the vic · 
tory, and thro]. Chriſt; not thro! his own. virtues 
or works, but thro' faith in the life and: death, 
in the blodd and fightecuſneſs f e bes 
ſhould at laſt be mare than conquero. 
Since this was the caſe with the apoſtle, als 
can expect a diſcharge from this warfare; untll 
| death? What! ſays one, is it to continue ſo 
long? Ves. The ſcripture is 1 olear to this 
pint, as I was thirdly to ſhew: Sh qa ®? 
The ſeat of the corruption of te old man of 
4 the fleſh is not only in our nature, but is alſo 
our very nature itſelf. That which is born of 
the fleſh: Is fleſh; altogether carnal and corrupt. 
It is a filthy fountain always ſending forth im- 
pure ſtreams z and therefore while tlie believer 
is in the body, he muſt either be fighting againſt 
the fleſh, or elſe be led captive by it. Weithat 
axe, ſays; Paul, in, this tabernacle of fleſn, do 
gran, being burdened with ſin and ſorrowe And 
when did hey expect an end of their 
and; reſt -from! their burdens: Not till thebee 
bernacle was diſſolved by death: - Ourſelves; ſys 
he, who: have the firſt fruits of the fpiritʒ en 
gurſelves graan within ourſelves waiting for the 
adamtibn, to wit; the redemption of or Body- 
The body will be redeemed from the graveß and 
gy like the glorious body of Jeſus Chriſt; this 


SH. L 2h 
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is promifed, and tlis we fait for, and end death 
deliver us from this mortal corruptible body, we 
hall be groaning under the burden of it. This 
was St. Paulis caſe He had long” fit ighed to be 

_ diſcharged from his watfare,” and ike an old 
wWeary tired ſoldier} he wifhed the hard tedious 
campaign was ended; that he might enter into 
reſt; but hear with what joy he at laſt cries out, 
have fought the good fight.” Have fought 
it? What! is the battle over? Ves, juſt over.— 
I am now ready to be offered, and the time of 

« my departure is at hahd—T have finiſhed my 

*. courſe.” My battle and my life are finiſhed 
together, and ſo muſt bine, reader: Thou art 
to reſiſt unto blood ſtriving. againſt fin : for thou 
art called to. fight the good fight of faith, until 
thou lay hold of eternal life. Since thou art a 
believer, however wanks: and haft a new man in 
thee, as well as an old, they will be fighting 
againſt each other, tilł thou finiſh thy courſe. 
And if this diſcourage thee, conſider what God 
has ſpoken concerning this warfare;' and what 
exceeding great and precious promiſes he has 
made to them who are engaged in it; He has Pro- 
miſed to pardon thoſe corruptions of the old man, 
to ſubdue; them, and to deliver thee from the 
very being of them. Canſt thou deſire more? 
Mark well what: 3 ta tee, and N 
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- Firſt; altho' the believer has an old man cor- 
rupt according to the deceitful luſts, always 


warring againſt the new man, yet the Lord God 


has promiſed a free and a full pardon; becauſe 

he has imputed fin, all thy fin, to the Son of his 
love, who bore it in his own body upon the tree: 
After the apoſtle in Rom. vii. had deſcribed the 
battle between them, he makes this inference; 
« There is therefore now no condemnation to 
e them who are in Chriſt Jeſus,”--to them who 
are in Chriſt, united by faith as members to him 
their head, and thereby partakers of his righte- 
ouſneſs, there is now while they are fighting 
againſt their corruptions no condemnation 3 
< For, ſays he, the law of the ſpirit of life in 
4 Chriſt Jeſus hath made me free from the law 
of ſin and of death,” Rom. viii. 2. Theſe 
words demonſtrate, that Pau! was ſpeaking of 


himſelf in the 5th chapter. Altho' he had the 
corruption of nature ſtill in him, and was fight- 


ing againſt it, yet being in Chriſt by faith he was 


made free from the guilt and puniſhment due to 
it, therefore he had, and every believer ſhall 


have, a full pardon. In conſequence of which, 
Secondly, he ſhall ſubdue the corruptions of 
the old man. This is promiſed and ſhall be 
made good. The Lord encourages believers to 
oppoſe the reign of ſin in their mortal body, and 


miſe Sin ſhall not have dominion over you, 


iQ Vol. | 1 E. ; Rom, 
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Rom. vi. 14. Ye are under grace, and grace is al- 
mighty to ſubdue ſin: becauſe it is atoned for. 
In like manner he ſays to the Galatians v. 16. 
Walk in the ſpirit, and ye ſhall not fulfil the 
« Juſts of the fleſh.” Ve ſhall not fulfil them 
either in word or deed. The luſts of the fleſh 
will be in you, but not one of them ſhall reign 
over you: the ſpirit of Jeſus will teach you to 
reſiſt, and enable you to overcome them, yea to 
crucify and mortify them day by day. And be- 
fides this the Lord has promiſed 

Thirdly, deliverance from the very being of 
thy. corruptions. The time is coming, when they 
ſhall not exift in the believer, nor any more be 
fuffered to tempt him. He ſhall be made. holy 


and blameleſs, without ſpot or wrinkle of fin or 


any ſuch thing. In this perfect ſtate the Father 
now fees him, and accepts him in the beloved, 
and after death admits the ſoul into his preſence 
cleanſed with the blood, cloathed with the 
righteouſneſs, adorned. with the graces of his 
dear Son; and body, ſoul and ſpirit ſhall be in this 
perfect ſtate in the day of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
they ſhall be unblameable in holineſs before 
God, even our father, at the coming of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt with all his ſaints. It doth not 
yet appear how great a perfection of holineſs this 


will be, but we know that when he ſhall appear 


we ſhall ay be UE! aire for! we ona fee. him 
as: ohe i. 1s. 
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Such are the divine promiſes. And doſt thou 
not ſee from hence, reader, what great things thou 
= art to expect in thy preſent warfare? If thou 
4 ſayeſt, How-ſhall I attain all that is promiſed? 
3 Kno that it is to come to thee, by faith. Chriſt. 
andi all that he has is thine upon believing, and 
particularly a free pardon for indwelling ſin, as 
well as for any other. Conſider him as thy 
ſurety God-man taking thy ſins and ſufferings 
upon himſelf to ſave thee from them. By his 
life and death he has obtained full falvation, 
which he gives to thee freely. And thou haſt re- 
ceived it, Thou canſt not deny but thou art a 
believer, and it is written-- All that believe are 
«' juſtified from all things,“ from the corruption 
of their nature, as well as the corruptions of 
their lives. Know then, that there is no con- 
demnation to ;thee., The udge himſelf ſays ſo. 
And when he acquits, who ſhall lay any thing to 
thy charge? Here thou muſt hold through the 
power of the Lord, if thou wouldeſt have thy 
ſpiritual warfare ſucceſsfully conducted. Abide 
by the ſentence of God, and keep condemnation 
out of thy conſcience. Have it ready to plead 
againſt all charges from whatever quarter they 
come, that Chriſt hath made ME * r the 
law of fin and of deatl. | 
«Here I muſt refer thee back to what hes — 
ſaid concerning Chriſt and his finiſhed ſalvation. 
Thou no _ how: 1 it is chou ſhouldeſt 
Hole 199 © Bibi} 42 Webs: -* 
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be well eſtabliſhed in the belief of his Godhead, 
and the infinite ſufficiency of his ſalvation ; ſo 
that he is both able and willing to fave thee 
from all thy ſins, and all the miſery due to them, 
and to beſtow upon thee eternal happineſs,” and 
to bring thee by his almighty power fafe to the 
eternal enjoyment of it. All this he will give 
' thee, not for working but in believing. I en- 
treat thee therefore to read again and again, 
what has been before ſaid upon theſe ſubjects, 
and the good Lord help thee to apply it to thy 
preſent caſe, that thou mayeſt be fully aſſured 
thou art in Chriſt, and that N is no 1 885 
nation to the. [2] 

But perhaps thou art — to 1 
© F believe all this; but I do not find ſuch vic- 
tory over my corruptions as I could wiſh, ' nay 1 
think at times they rage more than ever. Here 
tou forgetteſt the Lord thy ſtrength: Thou doſt 
not make uſe of him; and therefore thou faileſt. 
The woman with the bloody iſſue grew worſe 
and worſe, till ſhe went to Chriſt: ſo wilt thou: 
Why is it given thee: to know Chriſt in the 
ſpirit, but that thou ſhouldſt go to him daily, 
and. plead his promiſe---Lord, thou haſt declared 
that fin ſlrall not have dominion over thy people, 
I believe this word of thine cannot be broken; 
and therefore helpleſs in myfelf-I rely upon thy 
faithfulneſs to fave me from the dominion of 
ſuclhi and ſuch a ſin (as then tempts thee), Put 


 tofth * power, O Lord Chriſt, and get thyſelf 
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glory 
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glory in ſubduing my fleſh with its affeQtions and 
luſts. And then truſt him to make his word 
good, and Wait the event. Sooner ſhall heaven 
and earth paſs away, than ſin, any ſin thus left 
with Chriſt to be ſubdued ſhall reign over thee. 
If thou ſayeſt, I think I ſeek for victory over 
ſin in no other way, and yet I do not attain it 


ſo completely, as 1 deſire. Depend upon it thou 


art under ſome miſtake: for Chriſt is almighty 
to fulfil every promiſe in its largeſt ſenſe and 


fulleſt meaning, and there never was a believer 


who could juſtly charge him with the breach of 
his word. Perhaps thou doſt believe; that power 


to ſubdue ſin comes from Chriſt, and thou art 
expecting it from him, but haſt thou not ſome 


legal dependance, ſome notion of thy own work- 
ing together with him? Search and ſee. Doſft 
thou commit ALL to the Lord, who is to do ALL 
and in ALL? Is the whole battle left to him, 


wiſdom and courage, and armour, and ftrength, 


and patience, and victory, are all from the Lord? 


If thou art not doing this ſimply, thou art not 
living by faith upon Chriſt, but thou art fighting 
in thine own ſtrength, and depending upon 


ſome inherent ſtock of grace, or knowledge, or 
experience. While theſe proud ſelfiſh motives 
Put thee upon aſking his help, he will not give 
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70 ILIE OF 'PATTH: 
Or perhaps Chriſt does not e appear on thy fide, 
becks thou art propoſing fone wrong end 
Thou art working and ſtriving againſt ſin to eſta- 
bliſh a righteouſneſs of thine own, which is:to | 
de ſome part of thine acceptance before God, 
and thou haſt been trying in thine own ſtrength 
to get thy corruptions quite ſubdued, but they 
were too ſtrong for thee, and therefore now thou 
art glad to make uſe of Chriſt's help. And if he 
would do the work for thee, then thou would'ſt 

have confidence in the fleſh, and this thy fancied 
holineſs would be the ground of thy rejoicing 
before God. Is it not ſo? If it be, thou wilt 
never ſucceed upon this plan, Chriſt will not 
give his glory to another, nor put the crown of 
his goſpel grace N the 12555 of 8 tie de- 

5 3 n 801 

Or perhaps thou At 1 1 — LO Chriſt 
t he has not promiſed, ſuch a victory over 
thy corruptions, that they ſhall not fight again 

for ſome time, or that they ſhall: be quite dead 
and buried. And ſo they ſhall be in the Lord's 
appointed time. But now he calls upon the to 
fight againſt them, he provides thee armour for 
that purpoſe, even the whole armour of God; | 
and he requires thee to reſiſt unto blood, ſtriving 
againſt ſin, promiſing thee daily victory. This 
is thy preſent ſtate of warfare. To this thou art 
now called, and there is no diſcharge in this 
war. O beware then, as thou loveſt thy ſoul, 


of. 


** 
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of à falſe peace.” Thou wilt be ſadly deluded, 
if thou ever ſuppoſeſt that thy fighting is over, 
before thy courſe be finiſhed. The good fight of 
faith muſt continue till death: for till then, cor- 
ruption being in thee, thou muſt oppoſe it, rely- 
ing upon God for promiſed victory over it. He 
is able to ſave thee from the very being of it 
now, as well as in heaven. But it is not his 
mind and will. Here he will have thee to live 
hy faith, which is every moment to keep thiee 
dependent upon Chriſt, or thou wilt fall. This 
is to exalt his grace, and to ſubdue thy ſelfiſh 
legal ſpirit; to humble thy pride, to put thee 
upon prayer and watchfulneſs, to make ſin more 
hateful, and heaven more deſirable, and to ſecure 
the glory of every victory to him, whoſe ſtrength 
is perfected in thy weakneſs. Theſe are ſome 
of his gracious purpoſes in keeping thee conti- 
nually dependent upon his ſtrength; and if he 
has made thee willing to fight and conquer to 
the praiſe of the glory of his grace, then thou 
wilt experience that bleſſed promiſe “ ſin ſhall 
not have dominion over thee.“ And it, will 
not be long before. ſin ſhall not bave a 1 875 in 
thee. | 
Reader, if om haſt RO into theſe or any 

offer miſtakes concerning the ſubduing of thy 
corruptions, mind what is written, and What is 
promiſed. Having firſt received thro' faith in 
the blood of Chriſt the pardon of thy ſin, then 
„ . a8 
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as one of his good ſoldiers thou art to-fight againſt 
it all thy life. He being on thy fide promiſes to 
ſubdue fin for thee. Without him thou canſt do 


nothing in this warfare, and therefore thy faith 


reſting on his promiſe is to wait the fulfilling of 
it. He has given thee his word, that he will 
uſe his almighty power for this purpoſe. To 
that word muſt thou look, believing that Chriſt 


will bring thee victory, continually, if thy faith 


fail not, greater, as thy faith increaſes, complete, 
when the good fight of faith ſhall be ended, and 
thou ſhalt reſt from thy labours. All this he 
ſtands engaged to do, and his power is able to 


fulfil his engagements, and thy faith will bring 


thee happy experience of his power. When 
corruptions riſe, temptations are ſtrong, enemies 


numerous, dangers on every ſide, that is the 
time to glorify Chriſt, by making uſe of his pro- 


miſed ſtrength. Then put thy truſt in the Cap- 


tain of thy ſulvation, and fear not. Look unto 


Jeſus, and look at nothing but him. The battle 


is bis. He will fight for thee, and thou ſhalt 


hold thy peace. Leave him to direct all, to do 
all, and to finiſh all relating to it; and then, 
as he can get all the glory, thou ſhalt ſee what 


a ſalvation he will bring thee. O that thy faith 


did but reach to the extent of his promiſes 
How ſucceſsful would be thy ſpiritual warfare, 
ſuch victories over thine enemies, corruptions 
929 ſubdued, the world ſo crucified, ſatan ſo de- 
; feated, 


3 * 5 2 Tn CE ENS, TG "I Tt n 3 n * 2 * 
PPP 1855 n c . * 
* . 5 "= WD £ 8 8 c 
. n THEO IE On CES A 2 TF * . 
: es TS A DIS I Got Conn en 2 CA 
— 89 r - 
8 28-0 3 r . 
** K . 88 „e SL 2 IBS N 2 
- . 1 e * e 


LIEE 7 OF PAITH/ | 73 


feated as thou canſt now ſcarce: believe ?; The 
= Lord increaſe thy faith. Look up to him for it: 
2 | becauſe as thy faith increaſes, let the battle grow 
= hotter and- hotter; thou wilt find thyſelf ſafer, 
and more reaſon | to —_ thanks. to 9 thee 
Jeſus Chriſt thy Lord. 

For want of attending to the pom nde 
albeady! conſidered,” and of bringing them into 
conſtant uſe and exerciſe, young believers are 
liable to fall into another great miſtake, which 
keeps their faith weak, and ſtops its growth, 
namely, a hearkening to ſenſe, and truſting to 
its reports, which is the fifth ee head 1 r 

1 enfid er.. 

They are ſeeking to 55 eſtabliſhed, a tlie 

think, that they ſhould have no doubt of their 
being true believers, if they had but the. teſti- 
mony of ſenſe, and comfortable feelings to aſſure 
them of it. And being uſed to judge in this way 
in other matters, for it is our ſtrongeſt evidence 
in natural things, they are diſpoſed to expect the 
ſame in ſpiritual; and they are the rather dif- 
poſed to it, becauſe ſenſible comforts are pro- 
miſed in ſcripture: which being very defirable 
and pleaſing to nature, they are apt to covet 
them too much, and from not regarding w hat 
the ſcripture ſays about them, they are apt to 
ſeek them in a wrong way, and for à wrong 
end. Senſe judges from what it ſees, and dravvs 


| its inferences from what it feels: ſo that its re- 
> 2:0 1 f 138. i f | port 
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port to the conſcience, either of a believers 
ſtate, or of his growth in it, is not from un- 


changeable things, which would ſettle the con- 
ſcience in peace, but from changeable things, 
which leave room for continual döubting. Senſe 
alſo looks at the fruits of faith more than at the 
object of it, and if the believer has been miſled, 


and taught to confound theſe two together, he 


will be at great uncertainty in judging of his 


ſtate: for inſtead of making the word of God, 


he will make his comforts the ground of his 


faith, and aàs theſe are more or leſs, | ſo will his 
faith be. When he has comfortable feelings, 


then he will think himſelf a believer, and when 


he has none, then he will think himſelf an un- 


believer, changing his judgment of himſelf, as 
his feelings do, like the wind, and varying as 
his comforts do, like the weather. This is a 

ommon caſe. I have ſeen the fad effects of it 


in the lives of many of my acquaintance, who 


from being taught thus to judge of themſelves, 
were toſt about for ſeveral years, up and down, 


now comforted, then doubting; and could not 
get any ſolid eſtabliſhment, till the Word and 


Spirit of God convinced them, that ſenſe was 
not to be the ground of their believing, nor the 


object to which they were to look. Senſe judges 


by feeling, and reports what it ſees. Senſe ſays, 
now I am in the favour of God: for I feel it. 
1 God: for I find him ſo, I am 


— 


comforted. | 
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comforted. /Now he demonſtrates it to me: for 
1 feel neürnels to him in prayer, and ſweet an- 
wers. Now I am ſue my duties and! ſervices 
are acceptable for I am quite lively in them, 
and I come from them with warm affections. 
Now I cannot doubt: for I feel the aſſurance of 
his love to me: And when ſenſe has loſt thoſe 
comfortable feelin gs, then it draws) contrary- in- 
ferences Now Jam not in the favour of God: 
for I don't feel it. Now he is not my God:: for 
don't find him ſo, I am not comforted, &c. 
What can be the iſſue of this, but continual 
wavering and changing? For our feelings are 
ſometimes more, ſometimes leſs, as every be- 
liever experiences. What an unſettled ſtate then 
muſt he be in, who has no way to judge of | 
himſelf, but by thoſe changeable things? What 
room does he leave for continual doubting, and 
what trouble and miſery does he thereby bring 
upon himſelf, as well as diſhonour, to the un- N 
F of God in his nature and pro- 
mies? | 3 ES 
Ik the poor — 1 1 mould Gays, I am 
convinced: of this, and I ſhould be glad to have 
my faith ſo fixed, that I might be freed from 
doubts and fears. Then let it reſt upon the 
word of God, which is the only ground of be- 
Hieving,- and is therefore called the word of faith, 
upon which faith is built, and by Which it is 
noufimed and grows up. The believer ſhould. 
2 receive 
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receive and rely upon What Ga. hath. ſpoken, 
and becauſe he hath ſpoken it: for his word 
changeth not. It abideth the ſame for ever; 
therefore what it truly reports, ſtands upon an 
immoveable rock. Senſe and feeling may report 
things contrary to it, but the believer. can ſilenee 
them with God has ſpoken it: for his faith has 
evidence of things not ſeen, and he does not 
form his judgement by the things which are. ſeen, 
but by the things which are not ſeen. Generally 
ſpeaking faith judges the very contrary to what 
ſenſe does, and will not believe what ſenſe per- 
ceives. Abraham againſt hope believed in hope, 
0 do all his children. They believe the pardon 
of ſin, victory over ſin, and the death of ſin, the 
immortality of the body, tho' crumbled to duſt 
and atoms, the ſecond coming of Chriſt, and the 
eternal ſtate of happineſs or miſery. Faith looks 
at God's word, calling the things which be not, 
as tho' they were, and is commonly forced to 
.-e6ntradict ſenſe. Senſe judges from what it 
ſees Faith from what God ſays. Senſe is-\go- 
verned by what appears—Faith by what God 
outward:' Faith can anſwer the ſeeming contra- 
diictions, which ſenſe oppoſes: to it, from the 
word of God which cannot be broken. And 
When ſenſe is ready to deſpair, and all its fine 
frames and feelings are gone, then it is the be- 
be 8 happy privilege ſtill to truſt 1 in the Lord, 
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his grace. 


But renne aw art aki to vi it is writ- 
ten, that there is great joy and peace in believ- 
ing, yea, joy unſpeakable and full of glory. 
True, theſe” are what faith produces, and not 
what it is. Theſe are the fruits of faith, which 
it brings forth in moſt abundance from the inex- 
hauſtible fulneſs of Jeſus. The more ſimple the 
believer is, the more he eyes Chriſt the object of 
faith, and the word the ground of faith, the 
more clear and diſtinct will the actings of his 
faith be, and conſequently it will bring greater 
peace into the conſcience, and more joy into the 
affections. But ſtill theſe fruits are not faith; no 
more than the fruit is the tree. The fruits do 
not go before faith, but follow it, and grow 
from it. This is God's order: He gives us his 


word to be the ground of our believing; and by 


believing all things promiſed in the word are 


made ours, then we go on comfortably, and are 


happy; but when ſenſe is put in the plabe uf 
the word, then the conſequence is, that weak 
believers have got a changeable rule to judge of 
themſelves by, vrhich hinders them from being 
eſtabliſhed in believing, and ffom attaitiing the 


Some may begin to object, what! are you 


againſt all lively frames, and ſenſible comforts? 


A No, 


. — forbid. I would have them ſpring 
from the right cauſe, that they might be more 
ptire ard fixed, than they commonly ate. God's 
word and promiſes are an unchangeable founda- 
tion to reſt upon, even when ſenſible feelings 
are gone; becauſe Chriſt revealed in the word, 
and laid hold of in the promiſes,” changeth not. 
Therefore, reader, for thine own ſake and for 
the glory of God, take heed what thou buildeſt 
thy faith upon. Beware of making any thing; 
that ſenfe reports to thee; the ground of it, but 
reſt ĩt upon that Which abideth for ever. The 
word of Gdd is a ſure foundation. It will never 

fail thee. Thou mayeſt ſafely depend upon it, 

becauſe it cannot be broken, and ſtedfaſtly rely 
upon Chriſt to make its promiſes, good to thee, 
There's thy object. Look at him. And ſince 
he is thine, thy Saviour and thy God, make uſe of 
him as ſuch, and truſt body and ſoul, and all 
chingsVbelosging to them in his hands, and 
among» the reſt, thy comforts. Be content he 
ſhould give them to thee! as ſeemeth him good 
Set not thy heart upon them, nor follow him, as 
the multitude did for the fake of his loaves and 
fithes, and the dainties that he gave them, who 
when tlieſes were with-held, ſoon forſock their 
kind Benefactor. Thou art by faith to make up 
all thy happineſs in him, and in him only; and 
pe n 8 let ham TE thee or take 

t | | away 
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away what 3 will beſides, thou haſt enough. 


What! is not this comfort enough, that thou haſt 
boy the pearl of great price, the infinitely rich; in- 

ee nn Jeſus? Who has the wiſdom of 
ns to contrive what is beſt for thee, boundleſs 
love to Jifpoſe him, and almighty power to 
enable bim to give it thee, and he has promiſed 
it; canſt thou deſire more? Walk then with him 
by faith, and not by fight. When the word of 
God is the ground of thy faith, which reſts there 


and is grown to a fixed ſettlement, then thou 


wilt be enabled to go on comfortably, whatever 
thy frames and feelings be; yea, when theſe are 
at the loweſt ebb, thou wilt not be thereby diſ- 
couraged. Suppoſe thou art walking in dark - 


neſs, thou canſt walk by faith; becauſe thou 


haſt a promiſe, © Who is among you that walks 
„ eth in darkneſs and hath no light? Let him 


_ « truſt in the name of the Lord, and ſtay upon 


« his God,” Iſa. I. 10. Still let him truſt. and 
believe. Why? Becauſe God is B;is God ſtill: 
Mind that, his God ftill, this bleſſed relation ſtill 
ſubſiſts, and faith may draw comfort from it in 
the darkeſt hour. Suppoſe thou art in heavineſs 
thro' manifold temptations, the word ſays to 
thay * heavineſs may endure for a night, but 
joy cometh in the morning,” here thou mayeſt 
quiet thy heavy heart, and reſt with confidence, 
till the Lord deliver thee out of thy temptations. 
be God hideth his face from thee, thou haſt 
the 
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the example of thoſe in the Gs: caſe, Iwill 
«wait for the Lord that hideth his face from 
te the houſe of Jacob, and will lock for him,“ 
Iſa. viii. 17. Wait in faith looking for him, and 
thou ſhalt ſee the light of his countenance. 
Suppoſe all other comforts fail; thou haſt one 
fix}; worth more than all. This God is my 
God for ever and ever. He will never leave 
me nor forſake me.” This is the happineſs 
of the true believer, he is enabled to maintain 
his confidence, when ſenſible feelings are no 
more. And thou ſeeſt, reader, how this hap- 
pineſs is attained; and how it is preſerved. It 
is by truſting to things which change not, the 

word of God, the Son of God and his promiſes, 
all which are in him, yea, made in him, and in 
him, Amen fulfilled by him. May the Lord 
help thee ſimply to truſt his word, and to live 
upon Chriſt for the fulfilling of it; and then thou 
wilt indeed get, what thou art now ſeeking i in 
vain, a comfortable frame, and wilt be enabled 
to maintain it againſt all the diſcouragements of 
ſenſe. To that end ſearch the ſcriptures, which 
are able to make thee wiſe unto ſalvation; and 
let it be thy daily requeſt to the Lord, to make 
thee ſtrgng in faith; that thou mayeſt not ſtag- 
ger at his promiſes through unbelief, but mayeſt 
againſt hope belieye in hope. Beg of him, when 
ſenſe: goes contrary to the word, to enable thee 


_ o believe it: and hot to: doubt of Chriſt's 
faithfulneſs 
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faithfulneſs to fulfil it--and aſk for — to 
walk every moment by faith and not by ſight. 
== Thus the Lord will carry thee on ſafely and 
1 ſweetly from faith to faith, till thou receive the 
end of thy faith, even the ſalvation of oy ſoul. 
3 May it beſo. Amen. | 
l St. Paul has been my guide hitherto: He ſays, 
Heb. v. 13. that a babe in Chriſt is one who is 
= unſkilfulin the word of righteouſneſs. To this 
determination of his, I have had an eye all along, 
and have accordingly endeavoured to remove 
W thoſe hindrances out of the way of young begin- 
ners, which chiefly ariſe from their unſkilfulneſs 
in the word of righteouſneſs. Righteouſneſs 
fgnifies ſtrict juſtice, with reſpect to God it is 
paying him ;the full demands of his holy law : in 
this ſenſe there is none of us righteous, no not one. 
The God-man Chriſt Jeſus, the ſurety of his peo- 
ple, came to work out ſuch a righteouſneſs for 
them, and the word reveals it, ſets it before 
them in its infinite freeneſs, and in its infinite 
ſufficiency to juſtify from all things. The word 
is alſo the means in the hand of the Spirit, of 
bringing them with the heart to believe unto 

| righteouſneſs, and therefore the ſcripture is cal- 
led the word of righteouſneſs, and being unſkil- 
ful in it fignifies want of experience in the ma- 
nagement of it, unſkilful in the knowledge of 
the perſon of the Lord our righteouſneſs, who 
is true and very God, as well as true and very 
MOL. I. F | man; 
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man; unſkilful in the nature of his righteouſneſs, 
that ĩt is abſolutely perfect and everlaſtingly meri- 


torious, fo that any ſinner by receiving it will be 


not only delivered from ſin, and all the miſeries 


due to fin, but will alſo be entitled to life and 


glory; unſkilful in the gift of righteouſneſs, how 
freely God beſtows it, nothing being required 
to make it the ſinner's, but receiving it, and 
therefore it is called the. righteouſneſs of faith : 
becauſe by faith he truſts in it for ſalvation, and 
for all its bleſſings in earth and heaven, and ex- 
pects them as the fruits of righteouſneſs--unſkil- 
ful in experience, not knowing how to plead 
this righteouſneſs againſt the charges of the law, 
of conſcience, and of the accuſer of the bre- 
thren, and therefore apt to fall into a legal ſpi- 
rit, to be diſtreſſed in their warfare between the 
old man and the new, and to covet and to rely 


more upon ſenſible feelings, than upon the ſure 
teſtimony of God in his word. Theſe are ſome 


of the principal difficulties, which young belie- 
vers meet with, and they all ariſe from their un- 
{kilfulneſs in the word of righteouſneſs, and 
therefore I have particularly conſidered ſome 
ſcripture motives for removing them out of the 
way. And after thou haſt peruſed theſe motives, 
have they been the means of ſettling. thy judg- 
ment, comforting thy conſcience, and ſtrength- 
ening thy faith ? Doſt thou ſee more of Chriſt's 


grace and cabin to ſave thee a finner than thou 


— 
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didſt before, and therefore canſt truſt him better, 
and in time of need make more uſe of his pro- 
miſed grace? If this be thy caſe, give him the 
glory, and may he carry thee on from ſtrength to 
ſtrength. But if thou haſt received no improve- 
ment from reading thus far--what is the reaſon ? 
Perhaps thou art under ſome of the temptations 
here deſcribed. Search and fee. And what- 
ever it be, either maoctrine or experience, which 
hinders the increaſe of thy faith, may the Lord 
diſcover it to thee, and enable thee to overcome 
it, that thou mayeſt be no longer a babe un- 
ſkilful in the word of righteouſneſs, but-mayeſt 
grow up to be a young man ſtrong in the Lord, 


and in the power of his might. 
The apoſtle Paul has directed me how to ſpeak 


to the babes in Chriſt; and another apoſtle - 
ſhews how they grow up to be young men, and 
thereby he furniſhes me with matter for the ſe- 


cond part of this treatiſe on the life of faith, © I 
« have written unto you young men,” ſays he, 
ce becauſe ye are ſtrong and the word of God 
c abideth in you, and ye have overcome the 

<« wicked'one;” 1 John ii. 14. Theſe young men 
knew the principles of the doctrine of Chriſt ; 
they were eſtabliſhed in the belief of his God- 


head, of the infinite ſufficiency of his ſalvation, 


of the free gift of all its graces and bleſſings pro- 


miſed to him that worketh not, and received by 
faith __ and all treaſured. up for the believer's 


F 2 uſe 
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uſe in the fulneſs of Chriſt Jeſus, to Sion he 13 
to bring nothing to recommend him, but the 
promiſe of the grace which he then wants, and 
a dependence upon Chriſt to ſupply that want. 
Theſe young men had attained to a good degree 
of knowledge and experience in theſe truths. 
They began to be able to keep the evidence 
of their union with Chriſt clear and diſtinct, 
and to improve it by their communion with 
him in all his offices. But notwithſtanding 
their eſtabliſhment in theſe points, they had 
many ' temptations and great difficulties--ſtill 
they knew but in part—ſtill they had a fleſhly 
corrupt nature to watch over and to fight 
againſt, always inclining them to truſt to 
the Jaw, to their feeling, to any {thing but 
- Chriſt, and always difpoſing them to yield to 
_ the: ſuggeſtions of the devil, and to the allure- 
ments of the world. This warfare, inſtead of 
ceaſing grows hotter and hotter, but they grow 
ſtronger. It is the peculiar character of the 
young men in Chriſt 70 be frong : they have learnt 
where their ſtrength lays, and they put it forth. 
They go down to battle not truſting in any power 
or might of their own, but ſtrong in the Lord, 
and in the power of his might. He is their 
ſtrength.” When the enemy cometh in like a 
flood, then to Jeſus they look for fafety and vic- 
tory--< O our God, we have no might againſt 
. this great company that cometh againſt us, 
. Ms | < neither 
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ce neither know we what to dos hut our eyes are 
« upon thee.” The abiding ſenſe of their own 
weakneſs keeps them dependent upon him, ſo 
that the more they feel of their helpleſſneſs, the 
ſtronger they grow : becauſe they live more up- 
on Chriſt for ſtrength, which illuſtrates that ſeem- 
ing paradox of the pattie; « When I am weak, 
“ then am I ſtrong”--when I am moſt ſenſible 
of my own weakneſs, then am I ſtrongeſt in the 
Lord, his ſtrength is then perfected in me. And 
his ſtrength is put forth in the effectual work: 
ing of it by believing. It is not, neither can it 
be inherent in hoo who without Chriſt can do | 
nothing, but it is brought in by faith ; nor does 
faith bring it in to lodge it, or lay it up in ſtore, 
till it ſhall be wanted, but when it is wanted, 
faith then regards the promiſe, looks up to Chriſt 
to fulfil it, and receives ſtrength out of his ful- 
neſs. And being his, freely promiſed, and freely 
given, it is therefore called the ſtrength of grace. 
Thou therefore, my ſon, ſays Paul to Timothy, 
be ſtrofig in the grace that is in Chriſt Jeſus.” 
Strong faith gets ſtrong grace from Chriſt, ac- 
cording as it is written All things are poſſible 
© to him that believeth:“ for according to his 
faith it ſhall be done unto him. If his faith 
reach to the full extent of the promiſes he ſhall 
find all things poſſible, which God hath pro- 
miſed, yea he ſhall be able to do all things thro a 


Chriſt ee g him. 
This 
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This is the life of theſe young men in Chrift. 
They are ſtrong in him, living upon his promiſed 
ſtrength, and by faith receiving it. They live 
not upon any thing in themſelves, but whatever 
they ſtand in need of, and whatever they have a 
promiſe for, that they expect ſhall be given them by 
the power of God their Saviour. They ſee them- 
ſelves, poor helpleſs creatures, full of continual 
wants, and no means in their own power to ſup- 
ply them. The ſenſe of this empties them of 
ſelf-greatneſs and ſelf. dependence, and the abid- 
ing ſenſe of this keeps them humble and de- 
pendent upon Chriſt. Thus the Lord teaches 
them how to live out of themſelves, and to be al- 
ways receiving out of the Saviour's fulneſs grace 
for grace. They have his infinite ſtorehouſe to 
repair to, in which there is treaſured up for them 
every thing that they can poſſibly want. Happy 
for them their God has promiſed to ſupply all 
their need out of the riches of his grace in Chriſt 
Jeſus, and by faith they have an abundant ſupply 


to the praiſe of that God, who keepeth his pro- 


miſe for ever. 
In him they live he is the Lord and giver of 


ſpiritual life, as Pau/ ſays—1 live, yet not I, but 
Chriſt liveth in me. They are made ſtrong in him, 
* The Lord is the ſtrength of my life,“ ſays the 
Pſalmiſt, P/. xxvii. 1. that life which I live by the 
faith of the Son oſ God has all its ſtrength from 


And 
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And is continued by his power—© For none 
ce can keep alive his own ſoul,” Pſ. xxli. 29. 
c Tt is God who holdeth our ſoul in * 40 
. gz | 

And is kept by faith Ye are kept by the 
& power of God thro' faith,” 1 Pez. i. 5. What- 
ever ſtrength the believer wants to enable him to 
bear hardſhip, endure the croſs, fight his ſpiri- 
tual enemies, daily gain victories over them, he 
expects it from God, and thro' faith he re- 
ceives it, and is kept yea ſo kept | 
As to be confirmed unto the end. He that is 
able to keep believers from falling, will keep 
them until they receive the end of their faith, 
even the ſalvation of their ſouls. Thus the life 
which Chriſt begins by his grace he continues 
by his ſtrength; and every a& of this ſpiritual 
life is from him. The will, the power is his; 
for he doeth all, and in all. Theſe young men 
were ſo well aſſured of this, that they lived upon 
Chriſt for ſtrength, and they received it ; they 
were ſtrong in him. Their faith viewed him in 
his exalted ſtate with all power in heaveff and 
earth; and engaged as their covenant head to'uſe 
it for them, to make them and to keep them alive 
to God. On this power they depended. And 
whatever promiſe they had of its being uſed in 
their behalf, and pleaded it out at the throne of 
grace, and truſted Chriſt with the fulfilling of it; 
he never „ them. They were made 

OM 
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ſtrong, and ſtood faſt in the Lord; who never 


_ withdrew his ſupparting arm, therefore they 
never ceaſed to put their whole truſt and confi- 
dence in him. ; Ita 
When the enemy ſees them thus FARE: in the 
Lord thro' faith it ſtirs up his deviliſh malice, and 


makes him burn with envious rage. He leaves 


no temptation untried to draw them from Chriſt. 
He is well ſkilled in cunning wiles and ſly 
devices for this purpoſe. He does not begin 
with tempting them to open ſin; that would at 
once diſtover his wicked deſign: but he artfully 
tries to ſap the foundation, and to weaken their 


faith. If he can get them from their dependence 
upon Chriſt, he carries his point; and too, too 


often he ſucceeds. Oh beware, reader, of 
every thing; ſuſpect it, let its appearance be 
ever ſo fair and good, which in the leaſt tends to 
weaken thy faſt hold of Chriſt. Cleave to him 
with full purpoſe of heart, as long as ever thou 
liveſt: for the enemy's whole plan is to ſeparate 
thee from him. Formerly he tried to do this by 
diſtreſſing thee about thy fins how they could 
be pardoned whether being ſo great, ſo many, 
the blood of Chriſt could cleanſe from all: now 


thou haſt thro' believing received forgiveneſs of 


ſins, he will try to do the ſame by diſtreſſing thee 


about thy duties. Sometimes he will try to bring. 
guilt into thy conſcience by ſuggeſting to thee 


thy many failings and ſhort comings in them 
: | þ | . 4 is : the 
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the diſorder of thine imagination thy wander- 
ings in thy prayers—thy: dulneſs in hearing and 


reading the word the little life and power thou 


findeſt in thine attendance upon the ordinances 
and the coldneſs of thy love to God and man. 
If he can get thee to dwell upon theſe things ſo 
as to forget Chriſt, then he has made way for 
this inſinuation. How could it be thus with 
thee, and thou a ſtrong believer? And if he 
can get thee to reaſon upon it, then he has thee 
faſt, thou art catched in his ſna re... 

But if the Lord has taught thee not to be i ig 
norant of ſatan's devices, as ſoon as the thought 
ariſes, whether thou art in Chriſt, becauſe of ſuch 
failings, thou wilt know from what quarter it 


comes, and wilt immediately reſiſt it. So that 


the temptation will make thee ſtand faſter; it 
will drive thee cloſer to Chriſt, make thy depen- 
dence ſtronger on his blood and righteouſneſs; 
put thee upon making more uſe of him as thy 
interceſſor and advocate with the Father, and 
help thee to live more out of thyſelf by faith 
upon him. Thus Chriſt becomes precious, thou 
art more ee The ſnare i IS ann and AHN 
art delivered. | ry Lbs 

When the enemy ſees this, his implacable ma. 
lice will ſoon tempt thee again. He has another 
deep laid ſtratagem relating to thy duties, and 
that is from their being unſucceſsful. Thou haft 


moo men laid much upon thy heart, and 


thou 


* 2 


go ABD or FAIL. 


thou haſt carried: it to God in prayer, and thou 
haſt waited long, but no anſwer comes. Upon 
this ſatan takes occaſion to ſuggeſt Now you 
ſee God does not give you what you aſk, altho' 
he has promiſed, aſk and ye ſhall have; the fault 
cannot be in him, therefore it's plain you are 
not in his favour; his promiſes do not belong to 
you. And if he can thus work a little upon thy 
pnipidienot, he will ſoon get thee into doubting 
and unbelief. Here thou mayeſt fee how all the 
wiles of ſatan tend to one point; namely, to ſe- 
parate thee from Chriſt, and how neceſſary then 
is it, that thou ſhouldeſt have this ſettled beyond 
all queſtion, that Chriſt and thou art one. If this 
be maintained in thy conſcience, then ſatan's ſtra- 
tagem is defeated : for Chriſt being thine he will 
give thee every thing that he has promiſed ; and 
altho' thou haſt it not juſt at the time thou haft 
fixed thyſelf, yet he knows beſt. Thou. ſhalt cer- 
tainly have it, if his infinite wifdom ſees it good 
for thee, and if he does not ſee it good, his love 
will give thee ſomething better. Thy faith muſt 
wait God's time. Strong faith can wait long. 
Having ſuch a promiſe; as this to depend upon 
* they ſhall not be aſhamed who wait for me,“ 
Ta. xlix. 23, thou mayeſt with confidence wait, 
and be a follower.of them who through faith and 
patience inherit the promiſes; who by faith re- 
garded the promiſes, by patience waited for the 
m. of them, and although they waited 
17611 * 


"IN 
57 
M4 
8b; 
" 20 
8 75 
2 
5 
0 
1 
8 
A 
24 
N 
1 
8 
4 2 
© 
1. 
58 
* 
1 
22 N 
.- 
N 
2. 
1 4 
2 
4 7 
* 
+7 
I 
Nov 
| 
ho 
2 
& 2 1 
49 
8 
1 2 
2 
2 
ip 
th 
5 0 
1 
2 
\ 4 
20 
3 
Ko 
1 
af - 
* 
4 * 
4 


LIFE: or FAITH, | 91 


long, yet they fucceeded at laſt, and did inherit 
every grace and bleſſing, for which with faith 
and patience they had been e C and 
do thou likewiſmm. 

Upon the failing of theſe conn, has ene- 
my has another ready. Since he cannot get thee 
off thy guard by bringing thee into doubting and 
unbelief, he will attack thy faith in another way, 
He will come like an angel of light, and ſeem to 
be Chriſt's friend and thine. He will allow thee 
to be a child of God, and to be ſtrong in faith, 
The more clearly thou art ſatisfied of thy union 


with Chriſt, the more will he improve, if thou 


art not aware, this thy certainty to his own 


wicked purpoſes. He will try to keep thine eye 


upon thy great graces and high gifts, he will 
flatter thee exceedingly upon them, and will 


tempt thee to view them with a ſecret delight, 


every now and then infinuating, what a great 
chriſtian thou art---how few there are like thee 


to what an exalted ſtate thou haſt attained--- - 


what temptations thou haſt overcome what vic- 
tories thou haſt gained over ſfatan-—and how ſafe 
thou art now, faſt upon the rock! And if he 


| finds this pleafing bait is not inſtantly rejected 
with a Get thee behind me, ſatan; then he will 


begin to work upon thy ſelf-love, and to give 
thee many plauſible reaſons for ſelf-admiration, 
ſo that thou ſhalt firſt look pleaſingly at, then 
fondly love, and at "uſt ſacrilegiouſſy dote upon 

= thy 
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thy wonderous attainments. Thus he will lift 
thee up with pride, and will try to draw thee 


into his own crime; and into his own condemna- 
tion. What a dangerous temptation is this! 
How many have I known who fell into it! If 


thou ſayeſt, by what means ſhall I eſcape it? 
Mind the firſt approach: for it is coming upon 
thee, as ſoon as thou beginneſt to think of thy- 
ſelf more highly than thou oughteſt to think. 
Thou art in thyſelf a poor miſerable helpleſs ſin- 
ner, and to this very moment without Chriſt thou 
canſt do nothing. Thou canſt not do one good 
thing, nor overcome the weakeſt enemy, nor take 


one ſtep in the way to heaven, without Chriſt: 


nay thou canſt not think one good thought with- 


out him. What haſt thou then to be proud of, 


and to ſtir up thy ſelf-admiration? Nothing but 
fin. The humble abiding ſenſe of this tends ta 


thy ſafety: for while this is ever preſent with 


thee- In me, that is in my fleſh, dwelleth no 


e good thing,“ it will lead thee to live by faith 


upon Chriſt for all good things. And being all 


his, and received every moment from him as his 


free giſt, thou wilt be glorifying and exalting 
him in all and for all, knowing that he reſiſteth 
the proud, but he giveth grace unto the humble. 
The Lord keep thee humble, and then thou wilt 


have grace to Wee _ WY "ws ot: the 


ot akt Reed 
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If thou ſhalt ſay, alas I am fallen into it, How 
ſhall I recover myſelf? Remember his caſe who 
in his proſperity ſaid he never ſhould be moved, 
the favour of the Lord had made his mountain to 
ſtand ſo ſtrong, Eſ. xxx. 6, 7. He was too con- 
fident in himſelf, and was moved. How did he 
recover his ſtanding? © I cried unto the Lord, 
« and unto the Lord I made my ſupplication. 
„ Hear, O Lord, and have mercy. upon me, 
Lord be thou my helper.” His prayer was 
heard, he found mercy to pardon his offence, 
and help to raiſe him up, and his mourning, he 
ſays, was turned into joy and gladneſs. Look 
up as he did to the Lord Chriſt. Plead thy par- 
don through his promiſed mercy, and beg of him 
to enable thee to walk more humbly with thy 
God. Then ſhall the Pſalmiſt's experience be 
thine, and thou ſhalt eſcape the ſnare, which was 
laid for thy precious life. ? 

"Theſe young men having: thus overcome the 
devices, which ſatan had contrived to weaken 
their faith, muſt expect a freſh attack from him. 
He -will tempt them concerning the ground of 
faith. He ſees they are ſtrong, becauſe the word 
of God abideth in them, therefore he will uſe 
all his cunning and power to weaken their truſt 
in the word and promiſes of God. By the in- 
corruptible ſeed of the word faith is begotten, 
and by the ſame word it is nouriſhed up, and 


repgthened, growing exceedingly from faith to 
55 | faith. 
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faith.” The word, Which is the fole ground of 
faith, reveals the covenant made by the eternal 


* 


Br rinity for the ſalvation of finners, and makes 


many free promiſes of every covenant bleſſing to 
him that believeth. Theſe promiſes may moſt 


ſtedfaſtly be relied upon: becauſe of the un- 


changeable nature of God, who makes them. 
All his perfections are engaged for the fulfilling 
of his word; ſo that what he has ſpoken has an 
actual being and exiſtence. He ſays, and it is 
done-ſaying and doing are the ſame with him: 
Let there be ever ſo great a diſtance of time be- 
tween the word ſpoken and the thing done, yet 
this is as real as any thing now in being: be- 
cauſe it exiſts in the mind and will of God, is 


revealed in his word, and by his faithfulneſs and 


almighty power is to be eſtabliſhed at the time 
appointed. How is it poſſible then that this 
word ſhould be broken? There is no matter of 
fact of more undoubted evidence; nothing 1 in fu- 
turity, not even the riſing of the ſun to morrow. 
ſo fixed and certain as the accompliſhment of 
God's promiſes to him that believeth. Theſe 
young men in "Chriſt were moſt aſſuredly per- 
fuaded of this truth. They knew that heaven 
and earth ſhould paſs away before one tittle of 
God's promiſes ſhould fail. They looked upon 
them all as made in Chriſt, in him Vea and in 


him Amen, made in him, and fulfilled'to him, as 


the head of the Dy the Church, and in him 
| fulfilled 
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fulfilled t to all his members. As certainly as every 
one of them has been made good to him the 
bead ſo will they be made good to his members. 
He has all power in heaven and earth committed 
to him for that very purpoſe. Whoever by be- 
lieving is joined to him, he has thereby Aa right 
and title to every promiſe, and may boldly ſue 
it out in time of need: and then it is Chriſt's of- 
fice and glory to fulfill the promiſe. If moun- 
tains of difficulties ſtand in the way, the believer 
need not fear or doubt. Chriſt is upon the 
throne. What are difficulties againſt his almigh-. 
ty power? beſides, Chriſt has already given him 
good ſecurity. He has put into his hands the 
pledges and earneſts of the promiſed inheritance; 
and how is it poſſible he ſhould fail in fulfilling 
his engagements, and putting him in due time 
into actual poſſeſſion? Read what the apoſtle 
ſays of this ſubject. Turn to the paſſage: for it 
is too long to quote, Heb. vi. from verſe 11 to 
the end of the chapter; in n you . ob- 
ſerve theſe particulars. 

1. The heirs of a are apt to db full a 
doubt, and to have ſtrife in their .conſciences about 
their right and title to . the ene and mee 
of ſalvation: Ho e 

2. God was eg out he his mie mercy 
to eftablith their right and title to them n 
Are and to put an end tall ie: 
e N To-Do ev onoh ig Therefore 
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3. Therefore he engaged by promiſe n 


| them all thoſe graces and bleſſings: and 


4. To ſhew the unchangeableneſs of his wilt 
herein he confirmed the promiſe by an oath; i 
5. It is unpoſſible that God ſhould lie in his 
prowiſe, or Mok ** aud be een in . 


be" Therefore 1 hey are. tho: cndoiainble: — 
to 0 ſtrengthen d the * and e wt: the. . 


ae 64 ot 10 


7. While their Faith reſts n thoſe / immuta- 
ble things, i 2 er ee Wenn n con- 
ſolation. | 1 

8. When dnetaies: ras an 8 
Anek them, they are ſafe by fleeing for refuge, 


to lay holde of the hope ſet * them in 1 God's 


immutable; promiſes. 3 
9. This hope will be as uleſub e to N at och 
times, as an anchor to a ſhip. By it they will 
ride out all the ſtorms of life, until Jeſus their 
forerunner bring them within the veil, where 
their anchor is now caſt, and put en att eter- 
nal poſſeſſion of all the promiſs. 
With what rich and copious matter hank this 
Corhfitubs! abound; tending to ſhew the abſolute 
ſafety of reſting upon God's promiſes | How. 
ſtrong are the arguments to perſuade the heirs of 
promiſe, to put their whole truſt and confidence 
in the faithfulneſs of their God! who having pro- 


vided an infmitely glorious and everlaſting inhe- 


rita ance 
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| vithals i thei, was willing to make it over to 
= them in the ſtrongeſt manner of conveyance, and 
therefore he has given them the promiſe and the 
. oath of God, which cannot poſſibly change or alter, 
that their faith might never doubt or waver, and 
their hope might at all times be ſure and ſtedfaſt. 
And until he bring them to the inheritance itſelf, 
he has given them many ſweet and bleffed pro- 
miſes of all things needful for their temporal and 
ſpiritual eſtate; upon which he would have them 
not only to live comfortably at preſent, but alſo 
to receive them às part of the inheritance, al- 
lowed them for their maintenance, till they come 
to age, and enter upon the poſſeſſion of the 
whole, And what God intended in his promiſe 
and oath, has its effects in a good degree among 
thoſe; who have the word of God abiding in 
them. They caſt their anchor where he com- 
mands them, and they are not only fafe, but alſo, 
in time of the greateſt troubles and temptations 
have ſtrong conſolation. - When enemies come; 
corruptions ariſe, and difficulties are in the way; 
they have a promiſe, and a promiſe-keeping God 
to depend upon. Whatever ſtreights they are 
in, the word abiding in them brings ſome pro- 
miſe of ſupport and deliverance : the promiſe 
ſhews what God has engaged to do, and faith 
receives the fulfilling of his engagements. When 
they draw nigh to God in duties, in ordinances, 
| Bp know what he has promiſed to them that 
Vor. I. e Walt 
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wait upon him, and they judge him faithful who 
hath promiſed, and lo, he is preſent with them. 

In ſhort, while they live like themſelves as the 
heirs of promiſe, they are preſerved from all eyil, 

and want no manner of thing that is good. This 
is their happy. caſe, thrice happy becauſe the 
means uſed to deprive them of their happineſs are 
 over-ruled of God for the eſtabliſhing it. The ene- 
my rages againſt them, but in vain. He was a liar 
from the beginning. The word is truth, and he 
abode not in it, therefore he hates it, and with a 
greater hatred, becauſe the Lord has made it the 
means of ſtrengthening thoſe believers. He knows 
that all his temptations will be fruitleſs, while the 
word abideth in them. He fears no weapon 
formed againſt him, like the ſword of the Spirit: 

he has felt its ſharpneſs. and its power; with it 
the Captain of our ſalvation cut Rahab, and 
wounded the dragon, and with it all his good 
ſoldiers reſiſt the devil, and make him flec from 
them. : For theſe reaſons he has great variety of 
temptations to weaken the believer's truſt in the 
word, and his reliance dat * e of 
God. OG 19D; 0: 

| Sometimes = NS 3 an a cas * 
bis hopes are founded in their i ignorance: he is 
cunning to ſpy out the particular” way in which 
they have been led, and their readineſs to main- 

tain their ground, by making uſe of the promiſes 
ſuited to that way, He reſolves therefore upon 
Jr ſome 
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ſome new temptation, with Which they have ne- 
ver been exerciſed ; and he watches the favour- 
able opportunity to inje& it with all his ſtrength. | 
Upon his doing it, the ſoul is put into a great 
hurry, becauſe it has no promiſe ready to apply 
to the preſent caſe : for want of which the un- 
derſtanding i is confuſed, faith wavers, doubt en- 
ters and ſatan carries his point. This demon- 
ſtrates the neceſſity of ſearching the ſcriptures, 
and meditating upon them night and day. In 
them God has graciouſly treaſured up all ſorts 
of promiſes. There is not a poſſible caſe for a 
believer to be in of ſpiritual or temporal concern, 
but there is a promiſe ſuitable to it, which he 
ought to have ready againſt the hour of tempta- 
tion. If he has not, he neglects the Lord's kind 
proviſion, and lays himſelf open to the enemy's 
attack. Reader, if thou wouldeſt not be '1gno-. 
rant of ſatan's devices, follow Chriſt's counſel 
Search the ſcriptures. Remember, they are able 
to make thee wiſe unto ſalvation, thro” faith in 
Chriſt Jeſus : therefore ſtore up his promiles-= 
pray him to ſanctify thy memory to retain them, 
and to enable mow to make uſe or them i in COP 
time of need. | : 
If this temptation fail, the enemy will ſoon 
e another ready. I have known him often 
try, and often ſucceed in endeavouring to take 
off the attention from the moſt eaſy parts of 
eee and to fix ĩt upon thoſe parts which are 
G 2 hard 
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hard to be underſtood... Upon thoſe the nn 
dwells two much, and puzzles himſelf. His head 
grows confuſed. He conſults commentators, 
and they confuſe him more. And if he does not 


fall from hence into queſtioning the truth of 


ſcripture, yet he certainly neglects the right uſe 


ol it, forgetting it is the means of building him- 


ſelf up in his moſt holy faith. Reader, whenever 
thou art tempted about difficult texts, look up 
to the incarnate Word, and pray him by his Spi- 
rit to open thine underſtanding, that thou mayeſt 
know what thou readeſt, and if thou ſtill doſt 
not find the meaning of them made plain to thee, 
paſs them by for that time. Don't puzzle and 
diſtreſs thyſelf about them. Perhaps when thou 
meeteſt with them again, they will appear eaſy, 
and Chriſt will give thee — to ſee and to com- 
prehend thgem. 

If thou ſayeſt, I do lui ug 10 bim aa andh me, 
but neverthelefs, I find many hard and difficult 
texts Remember thou knoweſt but in part, and 
therefore thou ſtandeſt in need of daily teaching. 
Theſe texts are profitable, if they humble theo, 
and make thee live more upon the teaching of 


the divine Prophet. The humbler thou art, thou 
wilt be the more teachable. The lower thou 
fitteſt, at his feet to hear his wo 
learn the moſt, The Maſter himſelf has declared, 


, Whoſgeyer. ſhall humble himſelf as a little 
6. child, e ans ihe — in „ 
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ce of heaven.” If theſe difficult texts thus hum- 
ple thee; and make thee live more upon Chriſt's 


inward teaching, they will be the means of thy 


growth in ſaving knowledge. Thy hearing and 
reading the word in a conſtant dependence upon 
him, will keep thee from the dangerous errors, and 
hereſies of the times. Moſt of thoſe ariſe from 
unlearned and unſtable men, full of pride and 
ſelf-conceit, whom God e but he e giveth 
ry to the humble. 

If he has given thee grace to hold faſt the 


form of ſound words, which thou haſt learned 


and been aſſured of, the enemy will change his 
attack, and purſue thee with new temptations: 
Envious of thy happineſs he will be often affault- 
ing thee, and trying to move thee from thy 
ſtedfaſtneſs. He will at times infinuate every 
ive that he can raiſe againſt the word of God, 
and he will not begin with reafon or argument, 
but by way of ſurpriſe, with ſudden injections 
darting into the mind doubts, like theſe--How 
do Tknow the ſeripture is inſpired ? What proof 
have I? And if theſe be not immediately reject- 
ed, he will follow them like lightening with 
others: How can that be inſpired which is full 
of contradictions, and full of docttines above 


reaſon? Who can defend the matters of fact re- 


lated in it? The language is low and mean, un- 
worthy of God--the ſcripture is falſe—perhaps 
there is neither God nor devil. 

| 4 Theſe 
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_ Theſe blaſphemous thoughts ſometimes put 
the believer into a hurry and confuſion, and thro' 
the ſuddenneſs and violence of them greatly diſ- 
treſs him. The apoſtle calls theſe aſſaults ©. the 
« fiery darts of the wicked one - darts, becauſe 
he throws them with all his might againſt the 
ſoul, and fiery, becauſe he would have them to 
catch hold of, and to inflame its corruptions and 
luſts. And they do, if the ſhield of faith be not 
5 ready to ſtop their force, and to quench their fire. 
This is a piece of the armour of God prepared 
for the believer's ſafety at ſuch times, and the 
right uſe of it is this: The Lord having promiſed 
to be a ſhield to them that put their truſt in him, 
and to compaſs them about with his fayour as 
with a ſhield, the believer. looks up when theſe 
1 darts are flying thick about him, and ſays, 
—< O Lord God of hoſts, who haſt promiſed 
6c that thy faithfulneſs and truth ſhould be my 
ce ſhield - and buckler, now eſtabliſh thy word 
« unto thy ſervant. In thee, O my God, do 1 
« put my truſt, ſave me in this hour of tempta- 
“ tion.“ Then the battle becomes the Lord's. 
He is engaged to put forth his ſtrength. to ſhield 
thee from the enemy. Thus thou fhalt conquer, 
and ſhalt happily experience what is Writtgnr- 
_« Reſiſt the devil, and he will flee from you,” 
He will flee for a ſeaſon, but will return agaip. 
He has other temptations, and he will try them 
all to s the word of God, and to leflep 
7 00 
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the believer's confidence in it. Sometimes he 
will infinuate--how can theſe things be—-in 
what way or by what means can ſuch a promiſe 
be fulfilled ? If you begin to reaſon upon the 


point, he will get you from your ſtrong-hold and 
conquer you. Beware of his lies, and have al- 


= ways your anſwer ready It is written.“ What 


God hath ſaid put your truſt in, if all the world 
gainſay it: for he is faithful who hath promiſed, 
and all things are poſſible with him. 
If this temptation does not ſucceed, and he 
cannot bring you to doubt of the truth of the 
promiſes, then he will try you about your right 
to them. When you are in darkneſs or walking 
heavily, in ſickneſs or any trouble, and you have 
been praying for deliverance, but Chriſt does not 
preſently anſwer you, then he has a favourable 
opportunity to ſuggeſt Now you ſee the promi- 
ſes do not belong to you, Chriſt will not hear 
you, and therefore you have been deceiving your- 
ſelf with a vain notion of faith. This is a com- 
mon temptation, againſt which ſtill oppoſe 
© It is written“ Thy caſe be it what it will, 
has a promiſe, either of ſupport or deliverance. 
If thou art not delivered, yet if Chriſt ſupport 
thegſo that thy faith and patience fail not, does 
not this ſhew his infinite goodneſs to thee? He 
will have thy faith tried; and he will put it into 
the fire, not to conſume it, but that it may come 
* Sold out of the furnace vor and brighter. 
ect! 21 E 956 1e 5 And 
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And what if thou art in the fire a great bes 

thou wilt ſee more of his tender mercies in keep- 
ing thee there, and wilt thereby learn to live in 
a more {imple dependence upon him. Oaſſ not 
away therefore thy confidence in the written 
word. The promiſes in it ſtand faſter than the 
ſtrong mountains. If all the powers in earth 
and hell ſhould join, they cannot defeat one fin- 
gle tittle of them. When the world and ell the 
works therein ſhall be burnt up, and the place 
of them ſhall be no more found, then the pro- 
miſes ſhall ſtand faſt as the throne of God) and 
ſhall receive their full and perfect n 
ment through the ages of eternity. . 

Theſe are ſome of ſatan's' . againſt 
the young men in Chriſt, who are ſtrong, be- 
cauſe the word of Goc abiderh in chem, His de- 
fign'1s to weaken their reliance upon to promiſrs 
Till he can do this, he deſpairs öf faceefs ond 
therefore he tries every method, which bis cke 
cunning and rage can invent. His baſy active 
ſpirit is is night and day plotting againſt the word 
of God. See a lively picture of his utter hatred 
to it in the parable of the ſower. While the 
good ſred is ſowing; the devil is indefatigable in 
picking it up. He exerciſes all his wites tekeep 
it out of the hearers hearts, and he prevails with' 
the greater park, to reject it among theſe 'who/ 
ſeemingly receive it, he cheats three out of 
four, ſo that the word does not take root, nor 


bear {pit to Perfection. Since ſatan is thus ſuc- 
_ ceſsfml, 
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cefofuly is it not abſolutely neceſſary, reader, 
that thou ſhouldeſt be well acquainted with his 
devices? And the word abiding in thee, the in- 
grafted word, will both make thee acquainted 

with them, and alſo ſtrong to reſiſt them: be- 
cauſe then thou wilt be taught by Chriſt's wif. 
dom and ſtrengthened by his almighty power. 
As thou groweſt in the ſenſe of thy want of him, 
and liveſt in a cloſer dependence upon him, thou 
wilt underſtand more of his word, and exPe- 
rience more of bis power. By which means 
the enemyꝰs continual WR driving thee to 
Chriſt for the fulfilling of his promiſes, will make 
thee eontinually ſafe. Let the roaring lion rage, 
what haſt thou to fear! ? Let him go about ſeek- 
ing whom he may devour, the Lord is thy ſhield 
and thy defence : in him is thy truſt. Thou haſt 
his promiſe, that he will preſerve thee from all 
evil, and will make all things, even ſatan's ſpite 
and rage againſt thee, Work together for thy 
good. How dear and precious then ſhould the 
word of God be to thee! 5 thou art weak, be- 
caufe it is the means of thy growing, and being 
nouriſhed | up; and if thou art ſtrong, becauſe by 
its abiding | in thee, thou wilt be eſtabliſhed. 
May it be thy ſtudy and thy delight, and may 
every reading of it bring thee to a better ac- 
quaintance with, and a greater dependence up- 
on the adorable Jeſus. And if thou deſireſt thus 


10 profit from the ſcriptures, I would adviſc thee, 
od | reader, 


> . 
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Fiat, Incithy; 1 1 band exirefal/peruſat on 
the Bible(apd:mind,uthow taitiſt--ndt:read it too 
much) take particulano notice of the promiſes, 
which Mie "moſt ſuited 4d thy age, ſtate, and 
dition in dife :ibeeauſe theſe God has gra- 
ciouſly.made; for:thy-uſc; - and: about; theſe the 
enemy, will be.,moſt. buſy with thee,.: [Treaſure 
them up, then, in thy memory, and have them 
ready ſt the time of need, looking ups on 
# © Secondly, to Chriſt for the, fulfilling, of them. 
All the promiſes are made in him, and made 
al by him: thou art therefore in an humble 
dependence upon, | his faithfulneſs and power to 
expect whatever | thou wanteſt, and he has pron 
miſed. Truſt him, a he will not fail Fes: 


9.4 


8 impoſſibility « K. 1 0 Kong: ces = 
but depend upon, his almighty power, and thou 
wilt find him a faithful promiſe- keeping God, 
whoſe word ſtandeth faſt for eyer and ever. 
Thus thou ſhalt not only. be ſafe but ſhalt allo 
overcome the wicked one, | which the, apoſtle | 
John makes the laſt part of their, character, Who 
are ſtrong in the Lord. They © overcome him by, 
the ſtrengtli of their faith, They, hold; faſt their 
confidence j in the Lord's ; promiſed. ſtrength, and 
he fights for them. That. mighty arm which 
bruiſed: the ſerpent's head, brings them yietory,. 
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as it is written of that noble army mentioned 
Rev. xli. 11. „They overcame the accuſer of 
« the brethren by the blood of the Lamb, and 
% by the word of their teſtimony.“ Thro' faith 
in his blood they were pardoned and juſtified 
freely, and they knew that in him they had 
righteouſneſs and ſtrength, therefore they were 
at peace with God, and the accuſer of the bre- 
thren could not lay any thing to their charge. 
Thus they were delivered from his power, and 
tranſlated into the kingdom of God's dear Son; 
and they teſtified this by adhering to the word of 
truth. They believed that whatever Chriſt had 
therein promiſed, he would fulfil to them, and 
they bore their teſtimony to their being ſafe in 
depending upon his word in the moſt trying cir- 
cumſtances. They would not give it up what- 
ever they loſt for truſting to it: nay, they ſtuck 
ſtedfaſtly to its truth, altho' it coſt them their 
lives for maintaining their teſtimony: for it is 
ſaid of them, © they loved not their lives unto 
« the death,” that is, they loved the truth more 
than life, they were not afraid publicly to on, 
that their truſt and confidence was in the blood 
of the Lamb, and they believed they ſhould be 
infinite and everlaſting gainers by holding faſt 
the word of their teſtimony unto death. And 
the Lord was with them, and mightily ſtrength- 
ened them, ſo that they joyfully ſealed their teſ- 
ora with their blood, although they died in 
flames, 
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flames, and in the moſt | exquiſite torments. 
Thus they overcame ſatan. A moſt noble com- 
pany of thoſe conquerors are now ſtanding round 
the throne of the Lamb, enjoying his exceeding 
great and precious promiſes: he has crowned 
them with glory he has cloathed them with 
robes waſhed and made white in his own blood 
he has wiped away all tears from their eyes, and 
taken all cauſe of forrow from their hearts---he 
has put palms into their hands, toſhew that they 
are eternal conquerors, and that they ſhall ſtand 
confirmed in bliſs for ever and ever. May thou 
and I. reader, ere long, join them; and until 
that happy time come, may our faith be daily 
more eſtabliſhed in the blood and righteouſneſs 
of the Lamb of God, that we may be growing 
in our love to him, and in our dependence upon 
him, until he admit us to ſee him as he is. 
Thro' much exerciſe and fighting theſe young 
men, ſtrong and mighty in the fcriptures, grow 
up to be fathers in Chriſt ; whoſe character is 
_ thus: drawn by the apoſtle Jobn, 1 Epi. ii. 14. 
IJ have written unto you: fathers, becauſe ye 
% have known him that is from the beginning,” 
namely Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe ſtile and title it is to 
be from the beginning, as he himſelf ſpeaks in 
Prov. viii. 22, 23. The Lord poſſeſſed me in 
the beginning of his way, before his works of 
* old. I was ſet up from everlaſting, from the 
by aging: or ever the earth was,” He was a 
il N , 
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perſon in the Godhead, coe quel and co- eternal 
with the Father, but was ſet up in his office - 
character from everlaſting to be the beginning of 
the ways and works of God. Upon account of 
vhat he was to do and ſuffer in man's nature 


according to the grace of the covenant of the 


ever-bleſſed Trinity, he was the Creator, and is 
the Preſerver of the univerſe: for by him were 
all things created, that are in heaven, and that 


are in earth, viſible and inviſible, and by him all 


things ſubfiſt; and he is the beginning, the firſt 
cauſe of all things in nature, and alſo in grace, 
the head of the body the church. In the ſame 
manner our Lord ſpeaks of himſelf, Rev. i. 1. 
Jam Alpha and Omega, the beginning and 
the ending ſaith the Lord, which is, and which 
was, and which is to come the Almighty.” 


He is in and from the beginning, being the firſt 


cauſe of all the divine works in creation, in pro- 
vidence, and in redemption, the Author and the 


Finiſher, the Firſt and the Laſt in all, which 


ſhews the great propriety of deſcribing him here 
by this name. The apoſtle is treating of the 
higheſt ſtate of a believer, and he ſays it conſiſts 
in knowing, that Jeſus Chriſt is-all and in all. 
Whatever good there is in his kingdom of na- 
ture, from him it had its beginning, and by him 
it is preſerved: whatever good there is in his 
kingdom of grace, he is the author of it, by his 
| +7 cal it is * and when brought to 

9 perfection 


| 
| 
| 
| 


_ E775 or FAITH. 


perfeation he is the finiſher!” He is the begin 
ning, he is the ending of all the counſels, and 
of all the works of God. In this light thefe 


fathers had learned to conſider the Lord Jeſus: | 


they knew that he was to do all for them, and 
in them, and by them; they not only knew it 
ſpeculatively, but had alſo experimental know- 
ledge of it. Ye have known him that is from 
the beginning,“ have known him, and tried 
him, and found him to be what his name ſigni- 
fies. And this is the right knowledge of Chriſt--- 
not ſuch às the devil has; he could fay, I know 
thee who: thou art, the Holy One of God not 
ſuch as too many nominal chriſtians have, who 


profeſs that they know God, but in works they 


deny him —not ſuch as many profeſſors attain, 
for whom it had been better not to have known 
the way of righteouſneſs, than after they had 
known it to turn from it. Theſe fathers knew 
Chriſt by the inward teaching of his Word and 
Spirit, whereby he made himfelt known to them, 
as he does not to others. For he fulfilled to 
them the great promiſe of the new covenant 
Iwill give them a heart to know me; that ! 
% am the Lord, and they ſhall; be my r 5 

and I will be their God, Jer. xxiv. 7. The 
covenant is well ordered in all things and ſure, 
particularly with reſpe& tos the quickening of 
the ſoul from a death in treſpaſſes and ſins, and 
the TENCY ing of its faculties, that they may 
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be capable of knowing God, and to the enlight- 
ening them, that the light of the glorious goſpel 
of Chriſt may ſhine untò them, even unto the 
heart, enlivening it with holy and heavenly af - 
fection to the perſon, to the offices, and to the 
glories of the bleſſed Immanuel. Whereby the 
believer, thus taught of God to know him aright, 
can no truſt him, hope in him, and love him: 
which graces are ſtrengthened from the conſide- 
ration of God's ſtanding related to him as his 
coyenant-God, and of his being one of God's 
redeemed people: from which relations he has 
a right to, and by faith may enjoy every co- 
venant-mercy in time, and ſhall be a partaker of 
them all in eternity. This is the knowledge, 
concerning which ſo many and ſuch great things 
are ſpoken in ſcripture, and which St. hu ſays 
theſe fathers had received: they had attained by 
the Spirit of Wiſdom and revelation to that 
knowledge of Chriſt, which is life eternal; and 
the ſame: Spirit enabled them to be continually 
growing and increaſing in the knowledge of 
Chriſt. As he ſhines more clearly into their 
hearts, he diſcoyers to them more of their wants. 
He makes them [better acquainted with them- 
ſelyes, and lets them feel more of the workings 
of their corrupt nature, and of their on entire 
helpleſſneſs. Thus by his light they ſee deeper 
into that myſtery of iniquity; whichlis in them, 
and they grow in the ſenſe and experience of it 
Dobiuy - | . all 
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all their lives. Day ibz d ſome Bale -ſhort 
roming, infirmity or temptation leads them to 
more low and humbling views of themſelves, 
and brings them freſh diſcoveries: of their fallen 
and helpleſs ſtate. While they attend to what 
is paſſing in their own breaſts, every moment 
4 out me ye can do nothing.” It is this abiding 
ſenſe of their wants, and faith in his promiſes 
to ſupply them, which lead them to be con- 
ſtantly looking unto Jeſus. Many wants do not 
diſcourage them, for his promiſes are as many 
as their wants can be nor great wants, for he 
has given them exceeding. great promiſes nor 
continual wants, for he has. promiſed them grace 
every moment. As they grow in the knowledge 
of themſelves, they ſee more need of living upon 
Chriſt in the ſeveral offices, - which he' ſuſtains. 
The daily experience which they have of their 
own ignorance; and ſinfulneſs and helpleſſeneſs 
endear to them their divine Prophet, Prieſt, and 
King. The continual ſenſe of their want of him 
makes them glad to live ina! ſettled fixed de- 
pendence upon his fulneſs, and to be always re- 
_ ceiving out of it. They would not live oxher- 
wiſe if they could. They know that their dear 
Saviour will manage better fer them than they 
could for themſelves. Ile has taken their affairs 
ſpiritual and temporal into his 1 en 
eam make no miſtakes. bills inf N 7 
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Fuidad: by unerring wiſdom,, and its bleſſings are 
_ beſtowed by almighty power. Happy for them, 
they and theirs are under the care of this beſt 
of friends, They know it, and are ſenſible of 
their happineſs” Daily experience brings them 
freſh proofs of the love and power of Jeſus; 
which makes them wiſh for more, ſtill more 
faith, that they may glorify their bleſſed Saviour 
by truſting him more. However, in this they 
are growing, increaſing day by day in their 
knowledge of the ſalvation, and gaining a cloſer 
acquaintance and fellowſhip with the perſon of 
God their e until IL come to ſee him 
hei 

This is TY cherten of thoſe believers whs 
are ſtedfaſt in the faith, and are become fathers, 
able now to teach others alſo. They have at- 
tained to that knowledge of Chriſt, which is life 
eternal, and they are daily preſſing forward. 
What they already know of him increaſes their 
deſire to know more. And by being always 
converſant with him, 'for without him they can 
do nothing) they have continual opportunities 
of making new diſcoveries. In him are laid up 
treaſures of every thing that is great and good. 
His riches are unfearchable, infinite and eternal. 
There is no coming to the end of them. Be- 
lievers are perſuaded” of it, and therefore they 
try to dig deep into this golden mine. It is all 
Heirs. The fartiies they 80, * more is their 
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faith ſtrengthened, and the more precious Chriſt 
becomes: for they ſind ſuch an excellency in 
the knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus their Lord, that 
their ſouls hunger and thirſt to know more of him. 
The more they attain, the more the appetite 
increaſes, and nothing can perfectly fatisfy it, but 
the full enjoyment of Chriſt in glory, when they 
ſhall know, even as alſo they are known. Till 
that bleſſed time come, they will be growing 
in grace, and in the knowledge of God their 
Saviour. 
Ikhis is the 3 mark of theſe ors 
they are preſſing forward. They have not yet 
_ attained to the perfect knowledge of Chriſt, but 
they are going on to perfection: and they make 
an happy progreſs. God meets them in and 


bleſſes the means, which he has appointed for 


their daily growth. In thoſe he requires them 
to depend and to wait. upon him, and he gives 
them clearer diſcoveries - of the adorable perſon, 
and of the gracious offices of the Lord Chriſt, 
and thereby enables them to live -more by faith 
upon him, for all things belonging to their tem- 
pPoral, their ſpiritual, and their eternal concerns. 

_ Theſe particulars will include the principal acts 
of the life of faith, and while we take a ſhort 
view of them, may every page, reader, be made 
the means of increaſing and ee 7 
faith 1 in 12 e ny; 4 fir 
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Firſt, they grow in the knowdadghs o of his per- 
fl, which i is altogether wonderful; ſo that they 
can never come to the end of his perfections, nor 
to eternity can they ſhew forth all his praiſe ; 
for he is God and man in one Chriſt—TJehovah' 
incarnate--[mmantel, God with us. This is the 
great myſtery of godlineſs, God manifeſt in the 
fleſh: in which he came amongſt us, that he 
might be the ſecond Adam, who is the Lord 
from heaven; that as the firſt Adam by fin had 
ruined all thoſe who are born of him after the 
fleſh, ſo the ſecond Adam might fave all thoſe 
who are born of him- after the Spirit. And for 
this end he has all power in heaven and earth 
committed to him, he has all fulneſs, yea the ful- 
neſs of the Godhead dwelling in him, that he 
might be the head of the body the church, and 
that out of his fulneſs his members might be re- 
ceiving grace in time and glory in eternity. Of 
this divine Perſon all the prophets have ſpoken 
ſince the world began; and what they have 
ſpoken in many words the apoſtle ſums up in a 
ſhort. deſcription, Col. i. 15, Sc. where he is 

treating of that Perſon in the Godhead, who co- 
| 1 to come into the world to ſave ſinner̃s; 
Fh is the image of the inviſible God, the 
e firſt· born of every creature: for by him were 
* all things created that are in heaven, and that 
« Are in earth, viſible and inviſible, whether they 


5 be thrones or dominions, or principalities or 
4 „ - of * powers, 
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„ powers, all things were created by * and 
« for him, and he is before all things, and by - 
him all things confiſt. And he is the Head of 
the body the church, who is the beginning, 
« the'frſt-bora from the dead, that in all things 
« he might have the pre-eniinence, for ĩt pleaſed 
„ the Father that in him ſhould all fulneſs 
4 dwell.” In which words thefe three glorious 
truths are 1 of Chriſt Jeſus ; firſt, that he 
created all things viſible and inviſible; ſecondly, 
that he - upholds them all by the word of his 
power ; thirdly, that he has redeemed unto him- 
felf a peculiar people thro' his own blood, who 
are his church, and he is to them what the head 

zs to the body, the head of authority, the firſt in 
rank and dignity, and the head of influence, 
from whom life and motion and ſenſe are com- 
municated to all his members: for in him they 
five and move and have their being. In all things 
he is firſt, or has the pre-eminence, he is Jehovah. 

the Creator and the Preſerver of all things, Jeho- 
vah incarnate, the Head of his church, and the 
Saviour of the body. This is the bleſſed Object 
of faith: and what can there be conceived beau- 
tiful, uſeful, or happy, what excelleney is there 
er perfeQtion, which is not in its higheſt degree 
in this moſt adorable God-man ? What Can a 
k believer want, what can his heart deſire, which 


s, not here treaſured up for his uſe? Hers is a 


yy ä f as man to alt and * 
| * 
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fer enen, s God to merit infinitely and eter- 
nally by what he did and ſuffered, and as God- 
man he has now all fulneſs of wiſdom, and righ- 
teouſneſs, and holineſs, and ſtrength, and every 
thing needful for his peoples' happineſs. Whi- 
ther then ſhould theygo, but to him for every grace 
and blefling? And to him they do repair, ac-' 
cording to the command Look unto me and 
be ye ſaved all the ends of the earth, I/. xlv. 
22. The promiſe Baer who are looking unto 
him, is very extenſive - My God ſhall ſupply 
« all your need according to his riches in glory 
t by Chriſt Jeſus,” Phil. iv. 19. By him they 
expect a continual ſupply of all their temporal 
and ſpiritual needs, and therefore on him they 
would have their eyes ever fixt, looking unto 
Jeſus. While by faith their eyes are kept ſteady 
upon him, they will be diſcovering ſomething 
new in this wonderful God-man, and receiving 
ſomething out of his fulneſs, to ſtrengthen their 
hopes, and to inflame their affections. He will 
grow more lovely in their ſight, freſh beauties 
will, difcover themſelves, new worlds of delight 
will appear: for all the glories” of heayen 
and earth ſhine in their fulleſt luſtre in his per- 
fon, + The, believer ſees them /at- preſent: for 

by faith he can ſee him that is inviſible, and 
although he has not ſuch a perfect viſion, as they 
have who ſtanding round his throne ſee him face 
0 * yet he hopes „ and he 
till has 
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has even now this * pleaſure i in viewing N 
the glories. of his God and Saviour, that he can 
truly ſay vf him---* this is my Beloved, and my 
Friend,“ here I fix, and on him I reſt; I want 
to look no where elſe for any good, ſince it all 
meets and centres in one object: for it hath 
pleaſed the Father and the eternal Spirit, that all 
fulneſs ſhould dwell in the Son of God, and he 
is my beloved Saviour, and my deareſt Friend; 
he is the Chief among ten thouſand in my affec- 
tion, yea he is altogether lovely. The more I 
live by faith upon him, the more I love him: for 
Lexperience ſuch tender compaſſion in his heart, 
and ſuch a kind concern for me and my intereſt, 
that the love of Chriſt conſtrains me to love him 
again. He endears his perſon to me by conti- 
nual favours. I do love him, but not ſo much as 
he deſerves. I would increaſe, and abound 
more and more in love to him, as his mercies 
increaſe and abound to me; but a grateful ſenfe 
of them, and love to him for them are his o-n 
gifts, for which, as well as far his mercies, I 
muſt be content to be indebted to him for ever 
and ever. Lord ſhed more of thy: precious love 
abroad in my heart ; enlarge it in true affection 
3 an wake all chat is aha me FO» thy 
- Reader, POR little FO Jo | eonfidee +-Ae 
thou one of theſe; believers? Haſt thou a warm 
heart for. the perſon 3 ie Doſt thou ſee in 
_. 
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kim, and In its higheſt degree every thing that 
is lovely, and art thow growing and abounding 
in love to him? If this be thy preſent happineſs, 
thou wilt find many powerful motives to increaſe 
it in the 45th and 42d Pſalms. - Read them, and 
ſee whether thou canſt ſo mix faith with what is 
ſaid in them of the incarnate God, as to con- 
clude with David Whom have I in heaven, 
6; but thee, and there i is none upon earth, that 
« ] deſire beſides thee.” If thy heart be thus 
enamoured with his love, then thou haſt got a 
key to the book of Canticles; for thou art the 
ſpouſe of Chriſt. Mayeſt thou experience what 
is therein ſaid of the glories of thy heavenly 
Bridegroom, and -mayeſt thou grow in love to 
his adorable Perſon, by finding continual tokens 
of his love to thy ſoul in the ſeveral offices, 
which he ſuſtains for the diſpenſing of his fa- 
vours. In theſe offices he is always endearing 
| himſelf to his people. And this is the 8 
Second thing, whereby the fathers in Chriſt 
grow in the knowledge of him. There is not a 
want, which ſin has brought upon believers, but 
there is an office in Chriſt, where it may be ſup- 
plied; and the ſenſe and feeling of that want, 
leading them to truſt in him upon the warrant 
of his word and promiſe, will certainly bring 
them a ſupply in the hour of need. His offices 
are many, but they may be all included in theſe 
5 1 Ef © 


120 118% or bn. . 
five. - He is the Saviour, the Prophet, the Prief 


the King, and the Advocate of his people. 
The Savrovn, Jeſus; a dear name, deferip- 
8 N of his infinite grace, and ſweetly futted to 
the ſinner's wants. Whatever pollution or guilt 
he has contracted, whatever miſery he deſerves te 
fuffer in time or in eternity, Jeſus is Jehovah, al. 
mighty to ſave hit: for he was called Jeſus, be- 
cauſe he was to ſave his people from their fins. 
Whatever they ſtand in need of to make them hap- 
py, wiſdom,” righteouſneſs, holineſs, comfort or 
ſtrength, it is all in the fulneſs of Jeſus, freely 
_ promiſed, and by faith received, as it is written, 
Ve are ſaved freely by grace thro? faith,” and 
ſaved for ever: for Jefus is the Author of eter- 
nal falvation. The ſpirits of juſt men made per- 
fe@ in glory, are ſaid to be crying with a loud 
voice,. Salvation to our God, who ſitteth upon 
« the N and to the Lamb for ever and 
« ever.” So that the name Jeſus is dear and 
precious to the ſaints i in heayen ; they are hap- 
pily employed in aſcribing the glory of their 
eternal ſalvation ta the Lamb of God. And the 
believer has at preſent a part of their happineſs : 5 
for Jeſus is the Saviour. He can truſt him for 


"Ip all the promiſed bleſſings of his ſalvation, and 


live by faith upon him for the receiving them. 

As every moment ſome of them are wanted, To 

8 W love in e them 1 is more expe - 
5 trlienced; 


rienced; falth in him is ber rem 
and love to him increaſed. And theſe graces 
will be continually growing, while the believer 
views the ſtate of guilt and miſery, from which 
Jeſus has ſaved him, the ſtate of ſafety in which 
he has placed him, and the bleſſings which he 
has promiſed him in life and death and in eter- 
nity. Muſt not ſuch a Saviour become more 
precious for continuing day by day ſuch free and 
unmerited benefits? And who can receive them, 
ſenſible of his unworthineſs, without rejoicing in 
ſuch a ſalvation, and admiring and adoring the 
goodneſs of the Saviour! ? Oh moſt bleſſed Jeſus, 
increaſe the faith of thy people, that they may 
| glorify thee more by depending upon thee forall 
the promiſed bleſſings of thy ſalvation. Teach 
them how to do this as the great — _ 
© ProPHET of the houſe of God. "This is ano- 
ther of his gracious offices, ſuited to the i igno- 
rance of his people: for when ſin ſeparated 
them from God, they then loſt the light of life, 
and had no means left in their own power to dif- 
cover, God and the things of God. Hear what 
two infallible witneſſes ſay to this fact.. There 
e is none that underſtandeth, there is none that 
« ſeeketh after God.” Mind, here is no excep- 
tion, the prophet knew not one; neither did the 
apoſtle— All the Gentiles had the underſtand- 
< ing darkened, being alienated from the life of 
s God through the Ignorance that is in them, 
ws becauſe 


hy 


ſuitable 48 à p 
him, who being God is poſſeſſed of infinite wiſ- 
dom, and being God-man has that infinite wif- 


— the-bllndneſs of ins bans”; Ts 
man in this ſtate of ignorance what could be ſo 
rophet? And what prophet like 


dom for, his peoples} uſe? He was made unto 


them wiſdom, that by his divine teaching he 


might enlighten their underſtandings, and by 
leading them into all truth, might make them 


wiſe unto. ſalvation. Ile begins his teaching 
with diſcovering to them their ignorance, which 


is à hard leffon to learn, but he uſes ſuch mild- 
neſs and gentleneſs with his authority, that by 
degrees he ſubdues their pride and makes them 
willing to ſit at his feet to hear his words. This 
is the humble poſture of all bis true diſciples. 


They receive him by faith for their teacher, con- 


vinced that without him they can learn nothing 
which belongs to their peace, and having been 
for ſome time under his teaching, they grow more 


; ſenſible of their want of it. He diſcovers to 
them more of their ignorance, and thereby brings 


them to a cloſer dependence upon him for wiſ- 


dom. And that is the way they riſe in his 


ſchool. Whoever is the moſt humble and teach- 
able, he is the greateſt in the kingdom of heaven. 


The abiding ſenſe of his ſtanding in need of the 


divine Prophet every moment makes him the 
| higheſt ſcholar. And the Lord keeps him in 
this dependent ſtate, waiting upon him ſor his 

| continual 
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continual inſtruction, in hearing and reading 
the word, and in prayer 8255 the enlightening 
Spirit to make the word effectual. The great 
Prophet could teach without theſe means, but 
he has commanded us in the uſe of them to 


wait upon him: for in them he has promiſed 
to meet and bleſs his people, and for the ful- 


filling of this promiſe they wait. Chriſt's pre- 
ſence they look for in the uſe of all means, and 
they find it. He teaches them, how liable they 
are to err, how little they know, how ſoon 


they forget, and thus they grow in a depen- 


dence upon, and in love to their divine Teacher. 


And as all the treaſures of wiſdom and know- 


ledge are in him, and they can know at preſent 
but in part, they therefore will be waiting upon 


him for more, ſtill more knowledge, and he an- 


ſwers his character, he teaches them wiſdom. 
E Maren them dan gers, ee to tes the 


e W of | the” | lan p en manifeſt hs 
ſnares of the world, and in all reſpects fulfills to 


them the office of an-infallible prophet :. for he 


keeps them from reſting upon any falſe founda- 
tion, and. enables them to build all their hopes 
of acceptance with God PAD tha e g 
made by the high ; 

PniESsT of our profeſion Chriſt — This 
is his chief office. He is our Prophet to teach 


| ys our guilty helpleſs ſtate, and to bring us to 


rely 


5 


ns i, 727 er r 


ahh upon Rim to ſave us from it; Gy being our 
5 85 At wehave ſinned, and have incurred the 
pains and penalties due io fin. We are all juſtly 
Bable to the ſufferings and death, to the curſe 
and to the ſeparation from God, threatened in 


his law'to tranſgrefſors; and we have no means 


in our own power to eſcape them. How full 
then of grace and love was the heart of our 
blefſed Immanuel, that he would vouchſafe to 

be a prieft to offer gifts and ſacrifices for fin? 
His'gifts were infinitely precious—he gave him- 


elf for us, the gift of his eternal God-head, 
the: gift of his immaculate manhood, body and | 
ſoul, in which he obeyed perfectly, and ſo mag- 
niſied the law, that it may be eternally ho- 
nourable in admitting thoſe, who have ſinned, 
into heaven—the gift of his prevailing prayer 


for all that ſhall believe in bim to the end of the 

ord- and the gift of his body and foul to be 
ence offered for fin, in the place and i in the ſtead 
of finners, as it is written, © He ſuffered once 
10 for ſins the juſt for the unjuſt that he might 


* bring us unts God He died for our ſins ac- 
* cording do the ſeriptures-HAe was made a 
= curſe for us, that he might redeem us from the 


feof the law; and that we who ſometimes 


'« were afar off might be made nigh by his blood, 
and might thro 
i Spirit unto the Father.“ In theſe moſt 2 8 
dus gifts, in this „ meritorious Sacri- 


him have acceſs by one 


</ . 
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fice conſiſts the office of our divine ptieſt 3 and | 

upon him the believer reſts) He is enabled upon 
this foundation to build all his hopes of accept 
ance. The great atonement made by Jeſus's 
lience unto: death is all his ſalvation, and all 
his Pa his ſalvation: for he looks | 
chere elſe, but to Jeſus and him crucified t he 
depends upon nothing elſe to ſave him from ſuf- 
fering and death, from the curſe of the law, and 
from being eternally ſeparated from God. And 
this is all his defire—to get a cloſer acquaintance, 
and more intimate communion vrith the cruciſi- 
ed Teſus: This is his one ſtudy and delight 
have determined, ſays he, to know nothing but 
ment. God forbid that I ſhould glory, except 
in the eroſs of my Lord Jeſus Chriſt. I would 
look upon all other things as droſs and dung, 

compared to the excellency of the knowledge 
of that one offering, by which he hath perfected 
for ever them that are ſanctified. In this his 
pPrieſtly office, bleeding and dying for me, he is 
beyond deſcription, beyond conception, full of 
grace and truth; and daily he becomes moe 
lovely in mine eyes. As I diſcover more of the 
exceeding ſinfulneſs of my heart and life; Ok mer 
ritorious Prieſt grows more dear to me.: I reſt 
more ſafely on his atonement, ſatisfied of its in- 
finite ſuffeiency to bring me near to God. And 
| ng my faith and hopes eſtabliſhed in it, ang 
| | ut 


126 LIFE or FAITH. 


through it a FRO acceſs to the Father, Jeſus the 
 facrificed Lamb of God becomes day by day 
more precious to my heart. His blood and 
righteouſneſs are the continual rejoicing of my 
foul. Oh! how happy am I in this my royal 
Prieſt: for now, even now have I redemption in 
his blood, the forgiveneſs of ſinsI am fate from 
the deſtroying angel under the blood of ſprink- 
ling, and I have alſo boldneſs to enter into the 
hoheſt by the blood of Jeſus. Daily do I expe- 
rience more of the riches of his grace, comfort- 
ing, ſtrengthening, and ſanctifying me thro' 
faith in his moſt precious blood. Through this 
he ſaves me from hell, through this he beſtows 
upon me heaven, and for this ſhall be my ſong 
of everlaſting praiſe. Unto him who hath thus 
exceedingly loved me, and hath waſhed me from 
my ſins in his own blood, and hath made me, 
the vileſt of ſinners, a king and a prieſt (amaz- 
ing grace) unto God and his Father; to him be 
glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 
Theſe are the breathings of the believing: ſoul, 
hols become well-grounded upon the atonement, 
and living upon the prieſtiy office of the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, for peace and joy, and expecting 
to be eſtabliſhed in them continually by his pow- 
er, which makes another of his offices neceſſary: | 
for ſome corruption or enemy, temptation or 
trouble, will be always trying to draw the eye 
of faith from looking unto Jeſus the High oo 
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of our profeſſion; and ſuch is the believer's 
helpleſſneſs, that he could not be fixed a mo- 
ment, was not Jeſus a prieſt upon his throne, 
almighty to make all his enemies his footſtool, 
and to rule in and over his people as their 
KING. In this relation he exceedingly en- 
dears himſelf to them: for they are in themſelves 
weak and helpleſs. They are without ſtrength 
to reſiſt the leaſt temptation, or to overcome the 
weakeſt enemy. They cannot of themſelyes fub- 
due one corruption, or get the victory over a 
ſingle luſt. ' Neither can they perform one act of 
ſpiritual life. They cannot make nor keep them- 
ſelves alive to God by any power of their own : 
for without Chriſt they can do nothing. Moſt 
mercifully then is his kingly office ſuited to their 
weakneſs. He is the great King over all the 
earth, as God; but he has a peculiar rule in and 
over believers as God-man, the Head of the body 
the church; to which he is connected by as cloſe 
and near a bond, as the- members of the body 
are with the head. He i is the firſt in dignity, as 
the head is, and in all things has the pre- emi- 
nence; and what the natural head is to its mem- 
bers, the ſame he i is to the members of his ſpiri- 
tual body: for he is the Head, from which all 
the body, by joints and bands, having nouriſh 
ment ' miniſtered, and knit together, increaſe- 
eth with the increaſe of God.. And for the mĩ- . 
f niſtering. 
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niſtering of proper nouriſhment and influence ts 
his members, he has all power in heaven and 
earth in bis hand. He is the Lord God omnipo- 
tent, whoſe kingdom ruleth over all. It is not 
an outward thing, like the | kingdoms of the 
world; but, ſays he, the kingdom of God is 
within vou. He ſets it up within, in the hearts 
of his people, and there he ſways the ſceptre of 
his grace, ſubduing all the evils within, and con- 
quering all the enemies without, by his almighty 
arm. He takes them and theirs under his royal 
protection, and manages all their matters for 
them, until he bring them by his power, unto 
eternal ſalvation. The power is his; but by 
faith it becomes theirs. When they find them - 
felves hel pleſs and without ſtren gth, then they 
look up to him to make them ſtrong in the Lord, 
and by faith reſt upon his promiſed ſtrength, and 
thereby receive whatever degree of it is needful 
at chat time. Thus they live by faith upon their 
 alwighty King, and they glorify him by truſting 
in him for ſtrength. By daily experience they 
become more ſenſible of their weakneſs, and 
learn to live more out of | themſelves; upon him. 

ey f find the ſafety, the comfort of this. They 
ſee it is far better for them to be dependent u up- 
on Chriſt, that his power may reſt upon them, 
than that they ſhould be ſtrong i in themſelves: 
* therefore they rejoice, they take Pleaſure 
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in 4 own weakneſs, becauſe it NR ROI and 
magniſies the power of Chriſt, who does all ar 
them, and in them. 

Hear one of theſe happy believers 5 del 
childs his-caſe: I was caught up, ſays he, into 
the third heavens, into paradiſe, and IJ heard there 
unſpeakable words, which it is not poſſible for 
a man to utter: and leſt I ſhould. be exalted - 
above meaſure, thro” the abundance of the reve- 
lations, there was given to me a thorn in the 
fleſh, the meſſenger of ſatan to buffet me, leſt I 
ſhould be exalted above meaſure ; for this thing 
I beſought the Lord thrice, that he would take 
it away from me. And he ſaid unto me; My 
grace is ſufficient for thee My grace is ſufh- 
cient to ſanRify this croſs, and to ſupport thee 
under it; it will be for my glory and for thy good 
it ſhould be continued: becauſe my ſtrength is 
made perfect in weakneſs- The weaker thou art, 
the more will my ſtrength be magnified in bear- 
ing thee up, until faith and patience have their 
perfect work. This divine anſwer from my Lord 
and King fatisfied me, and I have for fourteen 
years had ſweet experience of the truth of it. 
[ am a witneſs to the all-ſufficiency of Jeſus's 
grace; but neyer have I found ſo much of it, 
as when I have been the moſt helpleſs in myſelf; 
and therefore moſt gladly will I glory in my in- 


” firmities and weakneſſes, that the power of 
Chriſt may reſt * me, that his power may be 


VO OL, LI I continually 
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continually glorified by my continually depend- 
ing upon him for it; and that I may have freſh 
evidence of Chriſt's power working mightily in 
me. Since the Lord is thus become my ſtrength, 
I take pleaſure in infirmities, in reproaches, in 
, neceſſities, in perſecutions, in diſtreſſes for Chriſt's 
' Take, in whatever I ſuffer for him and his 
caufe: for when I am weak then am I ſtrong,- 
weak in myſelf, ſtrong in the Lord; ſtronger in 
him the more ſenſible I am of my-own weakneſs, 
and then ſtrongeſt of all, when finding I can do 
nothing, I live by faith upon him to do all for 
me. In this ſtate of weakneſs and dependence I 
glory, I take perfect pleaſure in it; becauſe it 
honours the kingly office of my Lord Chriſt, and 
makes it plain to myſelf and others, that he keeps 
me every moment by his mighty power: for ſince 
J can do nothing, the excellency of the power 
which does all in me and by me, appears evi- 
dently to be of God, and not of man. 
Reader, is not this an happy caſe ? Is not that 
man bleſſed whoſe ſtrength is in the Lord, and 
who can ſay in faith, Surely in the Lord have I 
ſtrength ? And what hinders thee from being as 
ſtrong in the Lord as Paul was? Thou haſt the 
ſame promiſes, the ſame God and Saviour to ful- 
| fil them ; and, for thy greater encouragement to 
Hve'upon him by faith, for the fulfilling of them 
to thee, he has another office, in which he con- 
deſcends to be thy 


ADVOCATE, 
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ADVOCATE; freely to take thy cauſe in 
hand, and to ſee it carried in the court of 
heaven. In this character he would repreſent 
himſelf, as having undertaken to anſwer all 
charges againſt thee from whatever quarter they 
come, and to obtain for thee every bleſſing pro- 
miſed in his word, and for which thou applieſt 
to him by faith in the time of need. In this 
amiable light he would have thee to conſider him 
as thy dayſman, to whom, being thy Saviour 
and thy Friend, thou mayeſt ſafely refer thy 
cauſe, as the Mediator between God and man, 
who will tranſact all thy matters for thee with 
the Father, and as thy Interceſſor, who appears in 
the preſence of God for thee, that every bleſſing 
of his ſalvation may be thine. Under theſe names 
the ſcripture defcribes the advocateſhip of the 
Lord Chriſt, which office he ſuſtains for thy ſake, 
to encourage thee to come with boldneſs to the 
throne of his grace. Thou haſt a friend there, 
who is bound by his word, and alſo by his of- 

ce, to ſee that thou want no manner of thing 
which is good; and although all things ſeem to 
make againſt thee, and thou canſt find no human 
means of obtaining the promiſed good, which 
thou wanteſt, then lock up to the Lord Jeſus. 
Thou wilt glorify him at ſuch. a time, if thou 
canſt truſt in his intercgſſion, and if the work- 

>; inge of * faith be ſuch as theſe—. . ar 
- 570 2 Although 
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: " Although! I am leſs than the leaſt of God's 
mercies, x vile ſmner, and to this moment an 
unprofitable ſervant, deſerving for my very beſt 
works and duties to be puniſhed with everlaſt- 
ing deſtruction from the preſence of the Lord; 
e glory be to his infinite grace, I have an Ad- 
vocate with the Father, Jekus! Chriſt the Righ- 
teous, and he is the Propitiation for my ſins. All 
the bleſſings which he has promiſed to give his 
dear People, as their Saviour,” their Prophet, 
Prieſt, and King, be is my Advocate with the 
Father to obtain for me. A Hghteous Advo- 
cate, who aſks nothing but ebe he has a right 
to, and who never aſks in vain® It hath pleaſed 
the Father; that all fulneſs ſhould dwell in the 
Head of the body, the church, and it pleaſeth 
him that the members ſhould; from the fulneſs of 
their Head, receive abundantly all the influence 
they want: for the Father himſelf loveth them, 
and out of his infinite love gave his Son to be 
their head, that he might fill all in all of them. 
What chen may not I expect from ſuch an Ad- 
vocate with fuch a F ather 4. Already have I re- 
ceived fo mach that I xnov "Tefus appears: in the 
preſence of God for me. I can truſt my cauſe 
un his hands He has taght me to leave all my 
matters to * wangen and 1 deſire more 


3 ab: 8 \mmiſcarrios but what I. e 
without 
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without him. Oh for more faith? The Lord in- 
ereaſe it, that my precious Advocate may be 

more glorified by my truſting him more, and that 
ben may haye, all the honour of conducting my 
affairs, ſpiritual and temporal, in earth and 
heaven, in time and i in en Wusnbt ſo be, * 
Lord: Jeſus. aft tt hor : 

After the believer wh 8 mani thus; to 
Fo the Lord Chriſt, and to expect that grace 
which in his ſeveral offices he is engaged to 
give, then his converſation will be well ordered: 
and as he daily grows in faith and dependence 
upon Chriſt, he will walk more in the comfort 
of the Holy Ghoſt : his outward as well as in- 
Ward matters, will come under the influence of | 
grace, and will be left to the direction and go- 
vernment of the Lord Jeſus, which is another 
excellency of the life of faith, and which ren- 
ders it ann eee to wed other "BIR of 
livin. tots add 1} 

The ſtate of the caſe is a 8 Chriſt bas all 
power. in heaven and earth given unto him. 
As, God-man he has a mediatorial kingdom, 
which ruleth over all created beings and things; 
for they ſubſiſt by the word of his power, and 
are upheld by his providence: ſo that whatever, 
in his infinite love and wiſdom, he ſees beſt for 


bis people, he i is almighty to beſtow it on them. 
hey can want no promiſed. good, nor ſuffer any 


e el but he is abb to give the one; 
and 
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and to deliver from the other. Their wants are 
many, their ſufferings great. Sin has brought 
diforder upon the whole creation. The outward 
ſtate of man in the world is full of miſery, not 
only following him, but alſo in him, in his very 
frame and conſtitution.—Pain, ſickneſs, morta- 
lity in his body, emptineſs in his enjoyments, 
diſappointments, loſſes, worldly cares, ſomething. 
er other in body or eſtate troubling him; for 
man is born to trouble. What manner of love 
then is this, that God our Saviour would take 
theſe things under his government, and manage 
them for the good of his people; whom he would 
have to be happy in him in this world; as well 
as in the next. He has given them many great 
and precious promiſes relating to the life that 
now is, and he is faithful who hath promiſed ta 
ſupply their earthly wants, to ſanctify their ſuf 
ferings, and to make all thin; gs work together 
under him for their good. He has kindly under- 
taken their temporal, as well as their ſpiritual 
conrerns 3 3 for nothing was left ont of the cove- 
hant of grace. It was ordered in ALL things. 
The ontward ſtate and condition of believers, 
their poverty or riches, health or fiekneſs, trials 
of every kind, how great they ſhould be, how 
fong they ſhould continue, are all appointed, 
and unalterably fixed ; nothi 
to do. When the Lord God determined to 


bring many ſons unto glory through Chriſt Teſus, 
a 4 the 


g left for chance 
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the means by which he intended to bring them 
unto that end, were in his purpoſe, as well as 
the end itſelf: therefore all things were ordered 
and made ſure, even to the very hairs of their 
head; for they are all numbered. What a con- 
tinual ſource of comfort 1s this to believers 2. 
Their preſent happineſs is provided for as well 
as their eternal, in the covenant of grace. God 
is become their God, has made himſelf known 
to them in this covenant- relation, and has there- 
by bound himſelf to give whatever he ſees will 
be the beſt for them. But becauſe he knoweth 
their frame, and how apt they are, under hard 
and long trials of faith, to be diſcouraged, he 
has therefore made them many ſweet temporal 
promiſes for their ſupport. Leſt they ſhould be 
weary and faint in their minds, he has engaged 
to deliver them from all evil, © Many are the 
« afflictions of the righteous, but the Lord de- 
“ hvereth him out of them all,” P/a/m xxxiv. 19. 
He delivers two ways, either by entirely remov- 
ing the affliction, or by changing its nature; for 
he takes the curſe out of it, and turns it into a 
real bleſſing, he makes it the means of increaſing 
faith and patience, ſweetens it with a ſenſe of 
his preſence, and demonſtrates that it comes 
from love, by its increaſing love to him in the 
heart of the righteous. This is the beſt deli- 
verance, as one of the greateſt ſufferers for 
. witneſſes, who, upon the mention of his 


afflictions, 
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afflictions, declares: Out of them all the Lord 
delivered me, by ſaving me from the evil 
that was in them, and by W _ "—_— 
the peaceable fruit of righteouſneſs: | + 

The Lord has alſo engaged to baden uy 
believers: all good: They that ſeek the Lord 


* ſhall not want any good thing, :P/a/. xxxiv. 10. 
Their loving Shepherd will ſes that they lack 
nothing, no good thing will he with-hold from 
them. To the ſame purpoſe are the promiſes. 
in the New-Teſtament, Matt. vi. 33. Seek ye 
firſt the kingdom of God and his righteouſneſs, 
and all theſe things, food and raiment, and all 
neceſſaries, ſhall be added unto you. I your 
God and Saviour give you my word for it; truſt. 
me, and you ſhall never want. With confidence 
ww. 19. My God ſhall ſupply ALL your need, 
according to his riches in glory by Chriſt 
« Jeſus.” What a powerful motive is here for 
the ing of our faith, that be our wants 
ever ſo many, ever ſo great, our God has en- 
gaged to ſupply them all! We may boldly then 
caſt all our care upon him, ſince he careth for 
us, and may reſt aſſured of his managing our 
whole outward eſtate, infinitely better than we 
could for ourſelves. What trouble, what bur- 
dens ſhall we be hereby eaſed of J. What peace 
of mind ſhall we enjoy, when we can give up 
all our e he concerns into the Lord's hands, 


. and 


2 
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and by: faith ſee: them all- conducted for bur 
good, by his infinite wiſdom and almighty love“ 
Bleſſed ſurely is the man who thus: Putteth his 
truſt in the Lord his God. He is delivered from 


the anxious care of getting, and from the fear of 


loſing what he has got : che is eaſy about the 
preſent, the future he leaves to the Lord: his 
converſation is without covetouſneſs, and he is 

content with ſuch things as he has, and thereby 
he eſcapes thouſands of the common troubles of 
fe. In'this ſweet peace 'he enjoys his ſoul, be- 
cauſe the Lord has ſaid to him I will never 


leave thee nor forſake thee,” in any ſtate, in 


any want, or in any diſtrefs-I will be ever with 
thee to turn all thin gs, ſeem they ever ſo afflict- 
ing, into real diele. Trüſting to this word, 


which cannot Be broken; he may boldh fay, The 


r 


Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what 
man ſhall do unto me: let the world perſecute 
me, my trade fail, poverty pinch me, ſickneſs 
pain me, N wende leave fle, and all outward com- 
forts foffake me, n eveftheleſs 1 am a happy man. 

The Lord Chriſt is my Portion, my all fuffcient 
portion A, and thefe thitigs, being of Als ap. 
pointment, are for the” belt. "Fl ind Them 16! 
glory b be to him.” "He wales en the nicans of 


mcS#.: wo AS 


man of fin; bringing n me 10 a more e intimate Ac- 


qaintahee with himſelf, and to A greater” ere: 


rience of his goodneſs” to my ſoul ; * whereby he 
was | enables 
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enables mie to truſt all things for time and for 
eternity in his hands, who hath: ſaid unto me, 
and faithful is he that hath ſpoken, who alſo 
will do it, I will never leave rene eswe 
c thee. H. ent berg 711 143 5 e 21 
But . 3 * * 8 al 
live thus above the world, freed from its cares 
for his unſpeakable gift. He has promiſed to 
make all things to work together for good to 
them that love him, and he has had witneſſes in 
every age of his faithfulneſs in, fulfilling his pro- 
_ brews, xi. and you will ſee how happy they were 
in God, not only in proſperity, but alſo when 
all the world was againſt them. Great were the 
triumphs of their faith. They choſe. to ſuffer 
affliction, rather than to enjoy the pleaſures of 
fn for a ſeaſon ; they eſteemed the reproach of 
Ohriſt, and ſet more value upon it than upon 


riches and honours. And we have a great cloud 


of witneſſes in the N ew-Teſtament, who re- 
joiced that they were accounted worthy to ſ uf- 
fer ſhame for the name of Chriſt, who bleſſed 
their revilers, prayed for their perſecutors, and 
took joyfully the ſpoiling of their goods. Hear 
one of them ſpeaking the ſentiments of the reſt: 
L account all things but loſs, for the excellen- : 
« cy of the knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus my Lord, 
— for whom I have ſuffered the loſs of all things, 
( and 


2 . 
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and I do account them but dung, that I may 
vin Chriſt.“ Still there are ſome among us of 
Paul's mind. The Lord hath not left himſelf 
without witneſs. We have a few names, (may 
the Lord daily add to their number) who can 
traſt all / their temporal affairs in the hands of 
Chriſt, and who find the happineſs of having 
them in his management. He does all things 
well for them: what would make them un- 
happy he takes upon himſelf— caſt thy 
burden on the Lord,“ ſays he, and he 
4 ſhall ſuſtain there, and he does ſuſtain the 
weight of it, and thereby frees them from 
anxious care, and gives them ſweet content. 
They have enough, let them have ever ſo little 
of outward things, becauſe they have got the 
Pearl of great price. Chriſt is theirs, and the 
Spirit of Chriſt enables them to make up all their 
happineſs in him, and not in the things which 
periſh in the uſing.” Chriſt, with bread and wa- 
ter, is worth ten thouſand worlds. Chriſt, with 
pain, is better than the higheſt pleaſures of ſin. 
Chriſt, with all outward ſufferings, is matter-of 
preſent; and of eternal joy. Surely theſe are the 
only happy people living. Reader, art thou not 
one of them? Art thou not a partaker of their 
happineſs? If thou art a behever;' it is thy privi- 
lege; thy title to it is good, and thou entereſt 
into — 0 faith, and if it be ſo weak that 
thou art not ſo happy as they are, thou ſhouldeſt 
8 ale 
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take ſhame to thyſelf for diſhonouringbGodthy 
Saviour, for robbing him of his glory before 
men, and for injuring thine own foul: by not 
committing--all; thy outward matters unto his 
guidance. What could che do more, than he 
has done; to encourage thee to leave them to 
him, that he might manage them for thee? He 
bas given thee, argument upon argument, ꝓro- 
miſes in abundance, bonds which cannot be 
broken, immutable things, in which it is impoſ- 
fible that God ſhould: lie, to convinee thee::that- 
thou mayeſt ſafely truſt in him for all tem- 
poral things which he knows will be for thy 
of the Lord to enable thee to walk more by faith. 
and leſs by ſenſe, that thou mayeſt commit thy 
way entirely unto him, and he may direct all thy 
paths. The more thou truſteſt in him, the hap· 
pier he will make thee. Therefore daily intreat 
him ito: deliver thee from) taking any anxious 
thought for thy life, What thou ſhalt eat, or 
what thou ſhalt drink; or yet for thy body what 
thou ſhalt put on. Since he knoweth thou: haſt 
need of all thoſe things, and has ſent thee. t 
the fowls of the air, and. to the graſs of the feld. 
to ſee what a rich proviſion he makes for them; 
art thou not much better than they? Oh! pray 
{ll or the increaſe of faith, that all;thy,warldly 
matters, being reſigned, and given up into the 
adn the; Lord thy, G0. Meſt 


rr er Aim 171 


eaſed of many weights and burdens,” and mayeſt 
run with more Patience and”; wy OP race Unit 18 
ſet before the Belt 

As theſe farhers in Chriſt learn een 
periende / to live more upon him for the bread 
that: periſheth, oi do "they for the bread that 
endureth unto everlaſting” life. They attain 
to': a fired ſottled deere ener Apen n for 


" 
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and to their finiſhing their courſe happily! They 
grow in the knowledge of thoſe bleſſed truths, 
are more grounded and better eſtabliſhed” in 
them, and theſe being received and enjoyed by 
faith, do manifeſt the excelleney of living by it 
above any other ſtate, except that of glory. 
Firſt; they are pardoned and accepted in the 
Beloved- In him partakers of everycovenant-mer- 
cy: for he was made of God unto them wiſdom, 
righteouſneſs, ſanctification, and redemption. His 
whole ſalvation is theirs. And this is their ſtate 
of grace, into which he has brought them, and 
by ere een them into the we, WA na ns of 
it. 21 TCC 
| This was largely treated of- bofbre,” bot can- 
not be too much inſiſted upon, both becauſe 
there is a peunh in the knowledge of the cove- 
nant, and clearer evidence daily to be had of the 
believer's intereſt in it, and alſo becaufe the love 
and wiſdom and mercy in contriving, the power 
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ecuting, e ne! in applying, the bleſſings 

5 ovenant, are all infinite. The height 
and 1 depth, the length and breadth of thoſe di- 
vine perfections cannot be fully comprehended. 
They ſurpaſs knowledge; ſo that if a believer 
knows a great deal of the way of ſalvation; yet 
there is ſtill more, far more to be known. 80 
long as he lives he muſt be learning,” waiting up 

on the divine Prophet for his inward teaching, 

and he will become more dependent upon him, 
the more he learns: for the wifer he grows, the 
elearer views will he have of his having attained 
as yet but little wiſdom, which makes him preſs 
forward. He believes that all the treaſures of 
wiſdom and knowledge are laid up in Chriſt, 
and he longs for more knowledge of his gracious 
undertakings, of his adorable perſon, and of his 
full and free ſalvation. He follows on to know 
the Lord. He advances from one degree to 
another, from faith to faith, and is not ſatisſied 
with any diſcovery until that which 3 is in part be 
done eee — emed me n ern 
Known.” 

The 3 e W ſatisfied that bei is. in 
a ſafe ſtate, looks up to the Lord to keep bim, 
and to enable him to walk comfortably in it, 
which is another encellency of the life of faith. 
All things are well ordered in the covenant for 
every ſtep he iscto take: alhtræaſured up in the 


fulneſs of n and by nnen. 
7 | | | The 
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The believer has many enemies oppoſing him in 
his way heaven-wards ; but in Chriſt he has 
ftrength ſufficient to conquer them all, and does 
moſt uneaſineſs, is indwelling ſin, which is never 
at reſt, like the troubled ſea, always caſting 
up ſome of its filthy motions and corruptions; = 
ſo that when he is in prayer, it is ever trying to 
amuſe and diſtract the mind with a thouſand vain 
and idle thoughts, to weaken faith by its carnal 
reaſonings and doubts, or when he. is in any holy 
duty, it is ever preſent with him to hinder him 
from doing it {o perfectly as he would. Over this 
enemy there is no victory but hy faith. The old 
man of ſin defies all ſtrength, except that which 
is almighty, and therefore this the Lord has pro- 
miſed; and theſe believers had experience of 
his faithfulneſs, whoſe iniquities he had pardon- 
ed, and who declared, Mz. vii. 19. He will 
« ſubdue our iniquities. He will do it: He is 
engaged by promiſe, by office, it is his glory to 
ſave his people from the dominion of their ſins. 
On him therefore they depend for continual vic- 
tory, and according to their faith ſo is it done 
unto them. While they fight againſt ſin, rely- 
ing on the ſtrength of their almighty King, they 
always conquer. His arm ſubdues the ſtrongeſt 
luſt; but if they attack the weakeſt without 
him, they are infallibly conquered. And this 
ne for often happened to-thoſe fathers that know 
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kim that is — * they 
never dare go down to battle, but with their 
eyes upon the Lord: He has taught them to 
depend wholly upon bim for the crueifying of 
the old man of ſin day by day, and in the power 
of his might, armies of luſts are made to flee 
before them. The captain of their falvation 
encourages them to. ff ght on, not only by ſubdu- 
Aug ſin in them; but alſo by making this the 
earneſt*of their having in him an abſolute morti- 
fication of ſin. By faith they ſee it, and his vic- 
torious grace will never leave them until he put 
them ifito full poſſeſſion of it. Thanks be to 
God through Jeſus-Chriſt their Lord, ere long 
they ſhall have: perfect and everlaſting victory 
over the whole body and being of ſin. And 
As the old nian is thus crucified; ſo is the new 
man quickened by the power of Jeſus, received 
by faith; according to what is written, The 
*« 4uſt: ſhalÞ live by His faith.“ The juſtified 
perſon by his union with Chriſt is -a partaker 
of the grace of life, and in virtue of this 
union he lives upon Chriſt as a member does 
with the Father, by the bond of the Spirit: 
and this ſpiritual life is begun and carried 
on by faith; it is a life of faith, not as if fait 
- er, eee ieee for Chriſt is our 
that l which Chriſt give 
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faith, and theſe ate according as faith is. If 
faith be weak, ſo are they. As it grows, ſo do 
they. Which diſcovers to us another wonderful 
excellency of the life of faith, ſince by it we 
now partake of a ſpiritual and eternal life: For 
« he, that believeth hath everlaſting life,” hath 
it now, is already, paſſed. from death unto life, 
and he looks up to the Lord, and Giver of it for 
every thing needful, and expects it gut of his 
fulneſs. Hear one of theſe happy believers thus 
relating his caſe. I am dead to the law, ſays he, 
yet alive to God; I am crucified with Chriſt. 
and am a partaker of the merit and power of his 
croſs, and by; faith Lhave in him an abſolute eru- 
cifixion of ſin; and although the old man is thus 
crucified, yet the new man liveth: nevertheleſs 
as a natural man, I did not quicken myſelf; I 
cannot keep myſelf alive, Chriſt liveth in me, he 
is the Author of my life, and on him I depend 
for the continuance of i it in time and in eternity: 
for the life which I now live in the fleſh, while I 
am in this body: of ſin and death, I live by the 
faith! af the Son of God; he is the Author, he 
is the Object of that faith, by which I have re- 
eived life from him: by an a@ of ſovereign 
grace he quickened me from a death in treſpaſſes 
and ſins, and united me as a living member into 
hig myſtieal body; and I am kept alive through 
1 living, ant. and working in ma by his 
Vor. I. K Spit; 
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Spirit; he dwelleth in my heart by faith, and 
the more clearly I ſee this, the more do I love 
and enjoy the Prince of life, my precious, 
above all expreſſion, infinitely, eternally pre- 
cious Jeſus, who loved me and gave himſelf for 
me, that by his death I might be dead to fin, 
and by his reſurrection might live to and with 
God for ever and ever. Thanks and praiſe be to 
. thee without ceaſing, thou dear Lamb of God, 
for thy love to me the chief of duenne Let all 
925 people fay, Amen. A 
This is the happy caſe of thoſe n wh 
are like the bleſſed: Paul, ſtrong in the Lord 
Christ. By his death they are dead to ſin, and 
becauſe he liveth they are alive to God: for they 
who are joined to the Lord are one ſpirit. And 
as their faith increaſes, they have more ſpiritual 
fellowſhip with Chriſt in his death and reſurrec- 
tion, not only in the merit, but alſo in the effi- 
eacy- of both. They grow more dependent up- 
on the Lord's ſtrength, and he daily mortifies in 
tbem the old man of fin, and as he grows weaker 
their other enemies have leſs power over them. 
By their luſts ſatan tempts them, the more theſe are 
mortiſied, the weaker will be his temptations. By 
their luſts, by the luſts of the fleſh, the luſt of the eye, 
and the pride of life, the world tetppts them, as 
theſe. are ſubdued, they will be more crucifed 
to the world. uin ee een a mien. 
| ith: Ka 4 100 gi - BL A107 * i {78 s 1241 ing 
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ing in them by faith, will day by day weaken the 
ſtrength of ſin and ſatan, and the world; and by 
the power of his death and reſurrection he will be 
conforming them more to his on image and 
likeneſs. He will by faith enable them to be 
growing up into him in all things, as long as 
they live. They will be going on from ſtrength 
to ſtrength, till ſin "ny n be een 20 
u "Wt 
Until that depp n time come, 10 has appointed 
certain means, in the uſe of which they are to 
wait for the continual receiving of grace from 
him to deaden the old man, and for the growth 
of the new. And this grace they receive, not 
merely becauſe they uſe the means, but becauſe 
they uſe them in faith, expecting his preſence 
in, and bleſſing upon them. Believers ſet the 
Lord always before them, and look through the 
means at him: for without him they are good for 
nothing; but when obſerved, according to his 
mind and will, as acts of truſt in his promiſe, and 
of dependence upon his faithfulneſs, then they 
anſwer the end for which they were inſtituted, 
and become the means of ſpiritual communion 
with him. And thus legal duties become 
chriſtian privileges. One of theſe means is at- 
tendance upon public worſhip, the ground and 
reaſon for which is Chriſt's promiſe “ Where 
. two or three are gathered together in my name, 
4 Fre am I in the midſt of them.“ Two or 
K 2 three 
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three believers make a church, When they are 
gathered together in the name of Chriſt's divi- 
nity. By faith they expect the fulfiling of his 
promiſe; and his preſence in the midſt of them; 
and they are then moſt ſpiritual worſhippers, 

when they are lobking moſt unto ſeſus, and en- 
Jjoying communion with” him. What are their 
Prayers but acts of faith and dependence? 
Whatever ye ſhall aſk, ſays Chriſt, in my 
a name, believing ye ſhall receive.“ Which 
words "ſhiew ug that prayer is nothing worth, 
'unleſs it be prefefrted in Chriſt's name; and in 
faith relying” on Chriſt's promiſe to hear and an- 
ſwer. The abjett of prayer is the Gedbead in 
three perſons. The addreſs to each is in łheir 
Covenant; offices, and the petitions to each ſhould 
be according as they ſtand related to ſinners in 
"thoſe offices, and the communion with the di- 
vine perſons is thus expreſſed . Through Chriſt 
4 Jeſus we have an acceſs by one Spirit unto 
« the Father;“ and whatever we aſk believing 
we receive. What is believers hearing the 
word? Is it nor a'continual dependence upon 
their divine Teacher to make his werd ſpirit and 
life unto their ſouis? They expect his preſence 
to enable them to mix faith with what they 
hear, and chen they grow” thereby. © What is 
their” keeping the Lord's day? 1s it not to 
expreſs" their 'belicf of his being riſen, and 
* into his . 1 of their "having, 
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by, helicying, entered. into reſt alſo, and there- 
fore. they wait upon, Chriſt, in, the ordinances 
ia keep them, 40 be bring den to his eternal 
: — ont 5: "What is thein attendance upon 
the Lord's ſupper? Is it not the communion of 
tha blood. of Chriſt, and the communign, of; the 
body;of Chriſt, a 5 partaking by faith of his 
broken, 0 f, his precious blood ſhed: | 
ding-4podof:pll.ghe benefits of this, paſſion ? In 
ef and eil, giher; —— God's appointment, 
they .cxpeft; Chriſt's , preſence, and. therefore 
they go to them with gladneſs of heart to 
meet him, He is the dear Object of their love, 
and he grows more. lovely, by every day's exper 
nence-; They taſte. and ſeg, more ho gracious 
he is, and therefore to converſe . with him in 
prapgr, and to be in his company in the ordi- 
nances, becomes more ſweet. and delightful to 
theme» Oh l. what happy moments do they 
therein ſpend), All the great, rich, and pleaſant 
*in the world: are leſs than nothing com- 
paræd 40 this joy. Communion with Chriſt is 
heayenbegun.4.and by, faith. they enjoy it, and 
nothing can rob, them of i it but ſin; which ; makes 
them, careful in their life and converſation to 
pleaſe their gracious, Lord. They depend upon | 
him to teach them Bis will, 0 to d give them 
ſtrength, te perform it, that they may walk be: 
for him in al welt, Whatever is * 
| _ 


nam Po 


. — — — —_——_—  — —  —  — . N > = 


13⁰ 


Is perfect righteouſneſs and holineſs, cat 


pH 15 fig m hey get, been eule 
deprive them of their grestef bleſſing, even 
communion with their beſt and boſom Friend: 


Siri viewed in this light, is blacker arid vilerthan 
all the devils in hell. Thie 16ve of Chriſt ſhews 


ſit in its exceeding ſinfulneſs, "and falth working 
by love to Chriſt gain 8 datfy victory over it. He 
who has the love of Chriſt in his heart will be 
thereby ſweetly conſtrained to fight againft, and 


pbwerfulty enabled to conquer fin, To chat it 'can- 
not ſeparate him fron his beloved Saviour, nay, 
it ſhalf thake him live in cloſer and nearer con- 
nexion. The motions of ſin within, and temp- 
tations without, to which he is contichiblly- lia- 
ble, will new) him the neceffity of living in 


ſettled dependence upon the grace and ſtr 3 
of the Captdin' of his Nn who wHy _ 
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wake Mien at laſt more had oängueren, ans 


The fame faith, working by love, las gained 
tl ie hearts and affections of believers over t to he 
intereſt of holinefs, and the comm ndments 
pow ceaſe to'be grievous. Love to Chriſt, who 
tpi 
fit with the hatred” of either; nay, they are re- 


newed after his image in both, and rene wed in 
5 knowledge, that they might know his preciot 
image, and renewed in heart, chat they might 


love it; therefore being thus created anew in 
Chriſt Jeſus, they will certainly, in the inner- 
— 15 man LY 


_ — 1 
man; delight in righteouſneſs and true holineſs. 


He has ſhed his Ie 2 in e ee e has 


won them to himſelf, and now. nothing is dearer 
to them than that everlaſting righteouſneſs by 


vhich de juſtifies: them, and that true holineſs, 
of which they are become partakers in him, 


which they evidence by a holy walk, and in 
which he will preſent them holy and unblame- 
able and unrebukeable before the Father. Thus 
he has perfet᷑tly ſecured the intereſt of holineſs 


and the glory of the moſt holy God; for they 


are his workmanſhip, created unto good works, 


to love them, to do them, to walk in them as 
the way to the kingdom, and they live by faith 
upon Chriſt's ſtrength for will and power to do 


them, and upon his interceſſion for the accep- 


tance of them, laying them all upon the golden 
altar that ſanRifieth the gifts. Thus their whole 
dependence-is upon Chriſt. He is all, and i in all 
of their Chriſtian | walk. To him they look for 
every, thing needful, to enable them to glorify 
God i in their lives, and to ſhew forth the virtues 

of him that hath called them; on his grace they 


rely, that their converſation may be as becometh 
the goſpel of Chriſt, and that they may adorn the 
| doctrine of God their Saviour in all things; and 
they find i in him a ſufficiency of grace, yea, they 


can do all things, and ſuffer all things thro” 


| 
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Chriſt ſtrengthening them. Whatever difficul- 


ties they meet with i in the way of duty, leaning 
upon 
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Apen heir Beloved, he carries them thro! all--- 
Whatever temptations, Iwill be- with thee, ſays 
he, in the hour of temptation, look unto me; 
and thou ſhalt ' be ſaved . Whatever enemies, 
Fear them not, ſays he, for I am with thee; be 
not diſmayed, for I am thy God: I will ſtiengthen 
thee; yea, I will help thee; yea I will uphold 
thee with the right hand of my;righteouſtieſs= 
Whatever ſorrows, Your ſorrows; ſays he; ſhall 
be turned into joy, and your joy no man taketh 
from you. Whatever ſicknefs, I will {tri 

ther upon the bed of Tanguifhing,” and 1 will 
make all thy bed'ir in thy fickneſs-—Whatever po- 
verty, 1 will be a ſtrength to the poor, a ſtrength 
to the needy in his diſtreſs. Whatever perſecu- 
tion, Bleffed are ye; ſays he, who are perſecuted 
for righteouſneſs fake, T pronounce you, I will 
make you, bleſſed. ' Thus Chriſt is with them, 
and none of the evils or miſeries of life can ſe- 
parate them from him. He keeps them ſafe, and 
carries them through all their trials by his mighty 
power, and they, truſting in him, find that he 
makes all things work together for their good. 
What a bleſſed life is this! Surely there is none 
like it: for the life of faith is glory begun: The 
privileges, the happineſs of it, are greater than 

can be deſcribed. The ſtrongeſt believers upon 
earth may daily know more, and may experience 
far more of the comfort of walking by faith, 
decaule as they grow more eſtabliſhed in it, they 
will 
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_ be receiving more power over ſin, and will 
walk nearer to God. Having but one object to 
look unto and to live. upon for all things; here 
they will be quietly ſettled. What can ſo effec- 
tually keep them from being toſſed to and fro, 
as to have all fulneſs treaſured f up for their uſe 
in Chriſt, and to be brought to a fixt dependence 
upon this fulneſs; and to live upon it for all 
things belonging to life and godlineſs? Hereby 
ſweet peace will be eſtabliſhed within, and there 
will be u regular walk in the outward converſa- 
tion. The whole man will experience what the 
Lord has promiſed to his redeemed people, * I 
ce will cauſe them to walk by the rivers of 
Waters in à ſtraight way, wherein they ſhall 
4 not ſtumble,” He leads them by his Spirit, 
and cauſes them to walk by the rivers of waters, 
where there are abundant ſtreams of grace con- 
tinually flowing, and he guides them in a ſtrait 
way, that they ſhalt not ſtumble or err therein; 
but ſhall be kept happily to the end of their 
reer 8 ſhall _— 905 to their eee Joy. 

And * | 
This * W. ineftimable En of "Y 
eval: Chriſt has engaged to keep them unto 
the end; and having begun a good work in 
them, he has promiſed never to leave it until it 
be finiſhed. What "a ſtrengthening is this to 
their: faith, and what a glory does it put upon 
has POET" life ol faith, 'that it is A life- which 
. cannot 
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cannot periſh? Believers have in them the im- 
mortal ſeed of eternal life. This is the crown 
of all: for how will this bear them up under 
eroſſes, ſupport them in troubles, carry them on 

in their warfare againſt the fleſh; the devil, and 
the world, and make them defy: all dangers, yea 
death itfelf, fince they are aſſured, from the 
mouth of God their Saviour, that none ſhall 
pluck them out of his hands. They do not truſt 
themſelves, or have any dependence upon grace 
received, but they rely upon the faithfulneſs and 
power of Jeſus, who has given them abundant 
evidence, that he will water them with his grace 
every moment, and hold them up by his ſtrength, 
and they ſhall be ſafe. How confident were be- 
lievers of this in the Old Teſtament? One of 
them who had attained this aſſurance of faith, 
fays, © Surely goodneſs and mercy- ſhall follow 
*.me-all the days of my life: and he, with 
many others who had obtained like Precious 
faith with him, declare. This is our God for 
ever, he will be our guide even unto death: 
They were ſure he would be their God, and 
would follow them with mercy, and guide them, 
and do them good in life and death. To the 
ſame purpoſe our Lord has promiſed believers, 
My ſheep hear my voice, and I know, them, 
e and they follow me, and I give unte them 
eternal life, and they ſhall-never . periſh; nei- 
< ther- ſhall any pluck them out of my hand.“ 
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How eonßdentiy did he truſt in Chriſt for the 
fulfilling of this blefled promiſe, who ſaid, I 
am fully perſuaded that neither death nor life, 
« nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor 
e things'preſent, nor things to come, nor height, 
« nor depth, nor any other creature ſhall be 
« able to ſeparate us from the love of God 
« which is in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord.” Oh! ſweet 
words of comfort! how happy was Paul in this 
aſſurance of faith! It is thy privilege, believer, 
as well as his. Thow baſt theſame promiſes that 
he had, the fame God to fulfil them, and thy 
faith ought to be growing until thou be aſſured 

that no creature, not all the powers on earth, 
nor the gates of hell, can ſeparate thee from 
Chriſt. They may as ſdon get into heaven and 
cut off Chriſt's right hand, which is impoſſible, 
as cut off one beak the members; 5 Huis myſti⸗ 
cal body. enen 3 ni 2 and. 5d. 53: 

If thou art ready to ſay, 1 foe — 5 1 I 
mould glorify my dear Lord, and how happy I 
ſhould be, if my faith was but like Paul's in this 
point, but I am ſo weak and liable to fall, and 
mine enemies ſo numerous and mighty, that I 
ſometimes fear I ſhall never be able to hold out 
unto the end. Becauſe thou art ſuch, there- 
fore: the Lord has given thee his promiſe that he 
will hold thee up, and thou ſhalt be ſafe. And 
this promiſe lis part of the covenant, which is 


_— in all * and OY Look, at that, 


and 
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and not at thyſelf. Conſidet the Meſſenger of 
the covenanity in whom it is all ordered, and by 
whom ãti is ſure When thy unfairhfulneſs would 
diſcourage "thee, think af his faithfulneſs. Let 
thy weakneſs remind thee; of his Gre th. 
indeed he leave thee a ſingle mament thou wilt 
fall! but he Has(promiſed;& will never leave! thee. 
If the number ahd ſtrength af thing enemies 
make thee fear leſt thoii ſhonldeMone, day periſh 
by the Hand uf Saul, he ſazis te He thou ſhalt 
be kept by the power of -God flitouph faith unte 
falvation. But if thou art tempted! tobdeubt, 
finding thy revolting heart apt to turn from the 
Lord, „I weill put my fear, ſays: + vm 
t qheart, that thou ſhalt not depart frem me.” 
Obſerve, it is his faithfulneſs andi power, and not 
thine, which is to k eee, — — 
ed to do it} and he has all power in heaven and 
earth, and he has given thee promiſe upon pro- 
miſe for the eſtabkſhmemiof thy: faith, that thou 
mighteſt be certain he Iwilb love the, And keep 
thee unte the end. And when he hascbrought 
thee to 4 ceitainty of it, then thy komfort will 
be full. Chriſt Hk be magnified in thee, no 
he has made tifee bne of tlloſu lathers, who have 
known hith thift is ffbm the beginning. Ho has 
taught thee 10 to ED im as to truſt him for 
all Things, and in alk tithds/5 This is this-drown 
and / glory; Hfe Has enthrenefl himfelf in thy 


Keart, 005 perfett Saviohr/ andihis . 
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is within thee, even righteoufneſs and petce, 
and joy in the Holy Ghoſt: Nowa thy Calling 
ani thy election is ſure. Thou kHoweſt tliat he 
js faithful who hathi promiſed to keep thee, who 
alſo Will do iti. And having this aſſuranee of 
faith) attendem with the rejbieing of hope, and 
being ſealed by the bleſſed Spirit to the day 'of 
me. furely thou art an happy man, thrice 
py; whom the Lord has thus Highly favoured, 

How ame indebted art thou to his grace 
Oh! whats thanks! and praifes doff thou owe, 
more than thou canſt ever pay, for what he has 
already done for hee And yet this is oaly the 
dawning of the Perfect day! His preſentFavours 
are only earneſts” and pledges of what he will 
hereafter give thee.” Therefore ſtill truſt in him, | 
ahi -willenlghten | thee more "by Bis Word and 

Spint, he 'will enliven, krengthen, arid eſtabliſh 
thee thore. 2 _ wilt bi reſt moe aſſu- 


oF oe * 1 , 


55 thee 455 his counfet in a an even 710 an 


will teceive thee into glory.” 1 
5 Thus have 1 treated, as 1 was ab de, of. the 
lafety and hap ppineſs of living by faith upon the | 
Son "of God, and have deſcribed, the common 
hindetanices 8 which ſtop its growth, and the Yig- 
over them, which the Lord; gives his people. 
1 dave been forced to be very, Thort, and could 
oi throw out ſome hints 1 * this copious ſub- 
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ject. May the good Lord pardon what is amiſs, 
and bleſs | abundantly what is according to his 
mind and will. If thou haſt followed me, reader, 
in thy experience, and art indeed a happy be- 
Iiever, living upon thy bleſſed Jeſus, for his pro- 
miſed heaven; and for all things promiſed to 
thee in the way thither, think what a debt thou 
oweſt him ! how dear and precious ſhould he be 
to thy heart? He has ſaved thee from all evil, he 
will bleſs thee with all good. As ſurely as thou 
haſt the earneſt, thou ſhalt have the purchaſed 
poſſeſſion. Oh! what a Saviour is this! he has 
already beſtowed upon thee the exceeding riches 
of his grace, but how great will be the riches of 
the glory, which he will give thee? Thou wilt 
ſoon ſee him as he is, and then thou ſhalt be like 
him. No tongue can tell how great that glory 
will be, not all the tongues in heaven, after the 
number of the elect ſhall be perfected, no not 
after they have enjoyed it for millions of ages: 
never, never Will they be able to ſhew forth all 
his praiſe for making them like himſelf. , Surely 
then, while thou art waiting for this glory, which 
ſhall be revealed, thou wilt be going on, from 
faith to faith, that thy beloved Saviour may be- 
come more dear to thee; and that thou mayeſt 
have more cloſe and intimate communion, with 
him. Every day's 5 experience ſhould bring thee 
to love his a pearing more. Having taſted how 
gracious he is, thou ſhouldeſt be longing for the 
4 marriage 
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marriage ſupper of the Lamb with fervent de- 
fire. And being now a father in Chriſt, and 
ſtrong in faith, thou wilt be often re _ to 
1 and ſayingg | 

Mile haſte, my beloved; * 1 me to ide 

er me ſee thee face to face, and enjoy thee, 
thou deareſt Jeſus, whom my ſoul longeth after. 
It is good to live upon thee by faith, but to live 
with thee is beſt of all. I have found one day in 
thy courts, converſing ſweetly with thee; better 
than a thoufand, but this has only whetted my 
appetite: the more communion I have with thee, 
I hunger and | thirſt ſtill for more. My foul 
panteth for nearer, ſtill nearer communion with 
thee." When ſhall I come to appear before the 

preſence of God? O thou Light of my life, 
thou Joy of my heart, thou knoweſt how I with 
for the end of my faith, when I ſhall no longer 
ſee through a glaſs darkly, but with open face 
behold the glory of my Lord. Thou haſt ſo en- 
dearedYhyſelf to me, thou precious Immanuel, 
by ten thouſand thouſand kindneſſes, that I can- 
not be entirely ſatisfied, until I have the full 
viſion and complete enjoyment of thyſelf. The 
day of our eſpouſals has been a bleſſed time. 
O for the marriage of the Lamb, when I ſhall 
be preſented as a chaſte virgin to my heavenly 
Bridegroom How can I but long earneſtly for 
this full enjoyment of thy everlaſting love 
VIBES 99IF3 | Come, 
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; Lord Jefus let me ſet thee as thou art. 
Come, . make me like unto thee. I do love 
thee, Lam vi in thy love, but not ſo as 
1 hope to be. I am often interrupted here, and 
never love thee: ſo much as I deſire; buitteſe 
bleſſed ſpirits ſtanding now round thy throne are 
perfected in love. Oh that I was once admit. 
ted to ſee as they do, the glory of God in the 
face of Jeſus Chrſt! IS nat that the! voice of my 
Beloved, which I hear anſwering, Surely I come 
gc y! Amen, ſay I. even fo: come, Lord 
Jeſus. Make haſte, my Beloved, and be thou 
like te a ede the moum 
tains of ſpices. as 1590 Hit worn 403 1 n, 
Are not theſe, believer, hethtomblugs of thy 
foul Since the time for them is ſhort, may 
they grow warmer, and more affectionate every 
day! Thou wilt wait hut à little while before 
and thou ſhalt be a bleſſed partaker of bis eter- 
mal glory. And if he make theſe few lines any | 
means of bringing thee to ſee more of his beauty 
at preſent, to live more upon! his fulneſs, and 
thro! his grace, meet him on, and give him to 
eternity the glory of this and of all his other 
mercies. | To the Lord I commend thee, on 
whom thou haſt believed. May he ſtrengthen 
Fe _ daily, that it may grow 
3 
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exceedingly until he bring thee to the end of it, 
and admit thee into that innumerable company, 
who are aſcribing bleſſing, and honour, and 
glory, and power, to Him that was flain, and 
ha redeemed them unto God by his blood; 
to whom, with the Father, and the eternal Spirit, 
three Perſons in one Jehovah, be equal and ever 
lat ing 3 — 
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: The bellexer is eee to God, and has the 
peace of God ruling in his conſcience, and 
they two walk together: becauſe they are now 


_ 
N Cnar. 1 
The beers iri his how cleaves to G od HS) 
- Walks with him ; in love. ; 


nas. IV. J 


The en goes on fucceſofully; while he walls 
by faith in a conſtant dependence upon hjs 
reconciled Cod and loving Father. : 

| Cur. 
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5 liſhed, vs have been attending to the doc. 

trines therein "adyance ed, and bringing "7 
them into experience. Their truth has 
appeared to, me from the word of God, , 
and has" been. confirmed by their being ac- 


 companied 1 with the power of God. His 
divine influence attends his own doctrines 


to this s day 1 and they have the Promiſed 


effect upon n the heart and life of the be- 
lever. They are mighty trough God 
F for a 11 the Ls of ſalvation.” What 
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tice,.and. to. thow. how. neceſlary. 
trines of grace are for the — governing 

of the Chriſtian walk. Every thing need- 
ful is promiſed, and by faith is received, 
which ean make it even and regular, * 
and happy. 

The apoſtie paul ei of profeſ- 
al; who walked not according to the 
| goſpel. There has been occaſion for the 
ſame complaint ever ſince ; but never 
more than, at preſent. Many. walk at 
this day, who make ſome profeſſion of 
Chriſt, and yet never attain to any ſted- 
faſtneſs, but are toſſed to and fro, and 
carried about with every wind of doc- 
trine, and at laſt come to nothing. 

Others pretending to be better ſettled 
attain to ſome form of godlineſs, but are 
without the life and power of it; they 
appear to have ſome notions and opint- 
ons about the way of righteouſneſs, but 
not being taught them of God, nor ever 
brought under the mighty influence of 
them, their walk is therefore very uneven 
and irregular, and generally in the end 
brings great ſcandal upon the 2 name "Og 
cauſe of Und: * 
5 , . We 
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We have alſo many at this day, who 


ſet out in the ways of religion, but never 
felt the ruin of the fall, nor the plague of 
their own hearts: theſe are commonly 
very confident and preſumptuous; they 
make a ſhining profeſſion, and go on with 
great parade, until they come to be tried, 


and then in 1 the ti time of e 2 


fall away. O® 1891 

There are others ati) are- the me chil⸗ 
dren of God, and yet do not walk as be- 
eometh their high rank and dignity.” An 
even, holy, happy walk with their recon- 
ciled God and Father is their privilege, 


and there is grace ſufficient promiſed in 


” Jeſus, and to be received by his Spirit, to 


enable them to live up to it, that they 


may walk worthy ef the Lord unto all 
pleaſing, Yea, the apoſtles call upon 


them and encourage them to be going on 


and advancing in the right way Fur- 


*' thermore then we beſeech you and ex- 


hort you, brethren, by the Lord Jeſus 
* Chriſt, that as ye have received of us, 


e ho-’ ye ought to walk and to pleaſe 
* God, ſo ye would abound more and 


* more,” 1 Thef. iv. i. How few follow 


— 
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this b exhortation? How very 
few attain and preſerye in their conſcien- 
ces the ſenſe of God's being perfectly at 
Peace with them? It ought to rule there 
always and by all; means: but for want 
of it, they afford continual occaſion for 
a legal and unbelieving ſpirit to rob them 
of their Peace, and thereby EO diſtreſs 
them in their hearts. As guilt comes in, 
love goes out. What weakens the cauſe 
muſt alſo weaken the effect. Love, with 
its fruits, muſt decreaſe in proportion as 
the believer with- dra ws his heart depen- 
dence from God. Then he begins to walk 
uneven and uncomfortable, he grows cold 
and indifferent about ſpiritual things, he 
gets into+darkneſs; and diſcontent, he be- 
comes quite unhappy in his frame, and 
| unthanktul in his affections: whatever 
Was the cauſe of his falling into this de- 
cay;tit began at the root. His faith was 
attacked, and gave way. As this yielded, 
the decay became eneral, and it was 
bound true, % If ye will. Walke contrary 
#; unto nc; faith Gedothen gol anon 
5 e pe Ne u, H ow Nr bo 


5110! Welty Vo DF » 4 7 x Net 1 2 370 * 4 22 
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dick Reader, 
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511 „eds af thou.haſt-the-faith of God's 
elect, thou knowelt that theſe things are 
true. Thou findeſt it Hard work to m , 
tain peace with Gods and, if this be not 
maintained, if the foundation give way, 
the the building will certainly totter. Look 
well then to the ground work, Is all ſafe 
there? Deſt thou ſee the infinite glory of 
the Saviour's work, When he made peace 
by the blood of the eroſs, and does this 
ſilence guilt in thy conſcience;? Canſt thou 
at-alh times, draw nigh in love to a recon, 
ciled God ? Does not the ſenſe of thy. fail. 
ings and remaining corruptions keep thee 
at a diſtance from him, and render thy 
Walk, uncemfortable? eſpecially when 
without are fightings, within areffears. If 
it be very, difficult under ſuch trials to 
preferye-;a ſenſe of God's loying, Kindneſs, 
yet: it mould be remembered, there is a 
gracious proviſion made fox the eltablith- 
ing of the ſoul; ſoiſafely, in Jeſus Chriſt; 
that the pgace, af God may xule infit al- 
Bund by BH means, 115; Rt 
ſary then tosnguire, What this.provifien 
18 how oWt: may; be. received * and how. t 
may be made le off, For it by daily prac- 
Noll tice 


power, —— happy 
effect, inen 7 had upen David; I 
«will ran che way of thy comtand- 
& ments, Tann, thou Halt ſet my heart 
Bot li Ma thine heart, reader, 


Px 7% > wp 


the children of God; afid then we mall 
not-only go forward, - but” alſo run faſt, 
and may nothing ſtep us frem prefling 
toward che marke, till we win the prize 
of the high calling ot Go in br 
Jeſus. rns 262 Oh. ed e 24 
This has bes Wy TREE peer PR 
ing the writing of the following treatiſe. 
It Was the fruit of reading, und meditat- 
ing, and praying over thoſe ſeriptures, 
which ſpeak of the walk of faith, Such 
reflections, as uſed to occur to myſelf, I 
have put down; whether it was in ſeärche 
ing mine own heart, or in begging the 
bleffing of God upon the text then untler 
confideration. This ſeemed to me an 
eaſy method and very uſeful: becauſe tfis 
dectrine would lead to practice, and fre · 
duent and heart-ſearching mieditations 
would a under the teaching vf the 
N Holy 
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Holy Ghoſt, to an increaſe of faith. 
There are ſome ſoliloquies, addreſſed to 
my own ſoul, and ſome exerciſes of devo- 
tion, in prayer and thankſgiving. I 
would have every believer to conſider, 


whether it be not his privilege to join me 


in them, and to make my words his own, 
Tf he cannot follow me in his experience 
after the 5th chapter; I pray God to in- 


creaſe his faith, that this boek and his 


experience may go hand in hand; and 
that he may attain to holy fellowſhip 
with God in all duties, and to rejoice in 
God at all times, yea under the croſs it- 
ſelf, and to go on conquering and to con- 
quer, till the good fight of faith be over, 
and he finiſh his courſe with joy. 
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ve. is 0 NS whois ſcripture: ede pws! 
ſent ſpiritual things by material, and to ſpeak 
of the faculties, and actions of the ſoubby terms 
borrowed from thoſe of the body. Walking is a 
bodily action, and conſiſts in moving and going 
from one place to another: hence it is applied to 
the ſpiritual walk. Ihe ſoul reconciled to God 
and at peace with him has an appointed way, in 
which it is to walk, in order to enjoy the grace 
promiſed, to theni Who are in Chriſt Jeſus. This 
is, enjoyed by faith; and therefore the ſoripture 
calls the believer's going on in hid walk with 
God from ſtrength to ſtrength, The walk! of fab, 
We walk by faith; ſays the apoſtle, not by; 
Jͥͤ 05 bis vis 55 menzid2 AEb577 
117 3 5 a hes When 
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When man : fell from God he 2 bis way, and 
nad neither ill nor power to return. The Old 
Teſtament church makes this confeffion---< All 
< we, like ſheep, have gone aſtray, we have 
« turned EVERY OBE ta his own way,” Ja. 
Iii. 6. 

The apoſtle peter reminds 8 of this 
e Ye were as ſheep going aſtray, but are now 
« returned to the Shepherd and Biſhop of your 
« ſouls,” 1 Per. ii. 25. To which agree the 
words of his brother Paul-, There is none 
* righteous, no not one! there i. is none that un- 
«.derſtandeth; there is none that ſeeketh after 
« God, they are AL. gone ont of the way, 
Nom. iii. 10, 11, 12. The whole human race, 
the oracles of truth, is gone aſtray, azz of 
them are gone out of the way; they have left 
ther vray of God, and: turned every one to his 
own way, they ars unable; like a poor loſt ſheep, 
the moſt unable of all creatures, to return; yea, 
they are unwilling alſo; for they walk not after 
' the ſpirit, but after the fleſh-—carnally minded, 

and in their 1 _— 1 11840 elk _ 
God and! his Ways. 

It pleaſed God in the axoberling Hehe of his 
grace to reveal to thoſe wanderers the way of 
falvation He made it known to them upon the 
fall, and believers from that time forward ſaw it 
plainly, and went on in it comfortably. Enoch, 
N gah, * &c. are ſaid to have walked 
— = with 
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with God, in the very ſame way, afterwards 
marked out by the written word ; which was a 
directory to the Jews, ſhowing them how they 
ſhould walk in the ſteps of the faith of their 
father Abraham. Age after age, God raiſed up 
the prophets to bring his people into the King's 
highway, and to put them upon praying, that 
they might be kept in it. By the mouth of his 
fervant David, he gave them this promiſe.— 
“ Good and upright is the Lord, therefore 
„ will he teach ſinners in the way—the meek 
« will he guide in judgement; and the meek 
« will he teach his way.” Encouraged by this 
warrant from the word' of God, finners feeling 
their wants were led to pray, © Show me thy 
« hyays, O Lord, teach me thy paths, lead me 
« in thy truth and teach me,” P/alm xxv. 4. 
It is written in the prophets---they ſhall be all 
taught of God they ſhall all know me, from the 
leaſt of them unto'the greateſt of them, ſaith the 
Lord. If any of his children lack wiſdom, and 
aſk it of God, he giveth to all his liberally,” and 
upbraideth not. He brings them by his word 
and by his Holy Spirit to the knowledge of 
ge nw! to the knowledge of the true 
God. 
Dee REY is debe to make men ac- 
quainted with themſelves. They know not their 
ſtate, nor fear their danger, until the Holy 
amt according to his office proceed from the 
Vor. J. M Father 
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Father and the Son: then he convinces. them of 
ſin, of the exceeding finfulnefs of it, of the 

| guilt thereby incurred, and of the wrath de- 
ſerved.” He enlightens the underſtanding with 
2 clear fight of thoſe truths, and he faſtens the 
conviction of them upon the conſcience. Then 
they find, that they had been blind and 
rant, rebels in their wills, and apoſtates in their 
hearts from God. He makes them feel the cor- 
ruption of their nature, and the error of their 
ways, in which, if they had gone on, they muſt 
inevitably have periſhed: for they were without 
will, and without power to return to God. 
When they were made to ſee it right, that they 
ought to return, and to repent, yet it was not 
their choice to come to him in the way of he- 
lieving. They found they could not believe, 
unleſs it was given them from above. Faith is 
the gift of God. And cannot be received, but 
by the mighty operation of God. He muſt put 
forth his divine power, or elſe the convinced ſin- 
ner will remain noe I . 1 
ſhut up in unbelief. 

Thus the Lord ine all kis children. He: 

makes them acquainted. with their fallen ſtate, 
and ſenſible of their guilt and of their miſery. 
He brings them to the right knowledge of the 
corruption of every faculty of foul: and body, 
which are always inclined to evil, and incapable 
* ee thing — * A — tree 


— 
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can bring forth nothing but evil fruit. The 
judgment is enlightened to ſee this, the con- 
ſeience is awakened to feel this, and thereby the 
convinced ſinner is made willing to be taught the 
way of ſalvation. The Holy Spirit fulfils his 
oſſice by teaching him the knowledge of God. 
Our bleſſed Saviour declares, no man knoweth 
the Son but the Father, neither knoweth any 
man the Father ſave the Son, and he to whom- 
ſoever the Son will reveal him; and this he 
does by the Holy Spirit of wiſdom and revela- 
tion, who is therefore given to the children of 
God, that they may know him and believe in 
him, as their reconciled Father in Chriſt Jeſus. 
This ſaving knowledge is hid from the worldly 
wiſe and prudent, but is revealed unto the unlearn- 
ed, whom the Holy Spirit has made ſimple and 
teachable people. To them he reveals the things 
of God. He makes them acquainted with the 
VNMauature of the Godhead, which is one. There 
is one Jehovah, and there is none other. And 
alſo with the 
Perſonality in the Godbead, Father, Son, * 
Spirit. Thefe three exiſt in the one Jehovah. 
They took thoſe names, not to deſcribe. their 
manner of exiſting, but their manner of acting; 
not what they are in themſelves, but how they 
ſtand related to us in the ceconomy of redemp- 
tion: for the Eternal Three entered into cove- 
nant before all worlds, and agreed to ſuſtain 
M2 certain 
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certain covenant offices, and aſſume names, or 
characters, deſcriptive of their offices. Father 
is the title of that divine perſon, who, out of 
his infinite grace, gave an innumerable company 
of ſinners to his Son, upon condition, that he 
come their ſurety, to work out for them a right- 
eouſneſs in his life, and to make an atonement. 
for them by his death, and then he would be 
his father, and their father. A co-equal and co- 
eternal Perſon accepted the condition, and g= 
venanted to be made man, and to live and die 
for the many ſons, whom he was to bring 
to glory; therefore he took the name of Son, 
Son of God, Son of man, &c. Another co- 
equal and co- eternal Perſon covenanted to 
breathe life into them, to be to them the Spirit 
or breath of life, that they might be regenerate, 
from a death in treſpaſſes and ſins, and be made 
the children of God, heirs. of God and joint 
Heirs with Chriſt, therefore he is called through- 
out the ſcriptures the Spirit, or the breath of 
life. He makes them acquainted with the co- 
venant, as he has promiſed. Ihe ſecret of 
the Lord is with them that fear him, and he 
will chow, them his covenant,“ Pſaum xxv. TY 
| He will open to them : the nature and; certainty 
of all covenant engagements for the eſtabliſh- 
ment and growth of their faith. Thegcovenant 
Was ordered in all things and ſie. it was ORDERED 
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55 the counſel and purpoſe of the Eternal Three, 
concerning the heirs of promiſe, whoſe ſalvation 
was ſettled by two immutable things, in which 
it was impoſſible for God to lie, his counſel, 
his oath. His counſel the reſult of his infinite 
wiſdom, confirmed by that ſacred oath which 
cannot poſſibly be broken. All his perfections 
ſtand engaged to ſee the ſovereign decree, thus 
ſolemnly ratified, carried into execution; for 
what was ordered is $URE---ſure as the throne of 
Jehovah, unchangeable as his nature, durable 
as his being. Though it be but a man's cove- 
nant, yet when it has been ſigned and ſealed 
according to law, none diſannulleth or addeth 
thereto. None can diſannul God's covenant, 
and he himſelf will not.--- My covenant will I 
not break, ſays he, nor alter the thing that is 
gone out of my lips.” Pſalm Ixxxix. 34. 
will not add thereto, nor diminiſh from it: for 
J have ordered it in ALL things. I have not 
left one ſingle thing out, not the leaſt circum- 
ſtance : I have ſettled the whole plan by mine 
unerring wiſdom, and J will fulfil every tittle of 
it by mine almighty power. According to my 
will the courſe of nature and grace is infallibly 
directed, even the moſt minute events. Every 
hair is numbered. e a e falls but by 
DJ divine decree. Sf + #1 
How ſafely win _ the wb of 6820 de- 
bend upon a covenant God? And whenever 
they 
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they flee to Jeſus for refuge, what ſtrong conſo⸗ 
lation may they draw from hence, that their ſal - 
vation is fixed by the immutable counſel, and 
inviolable oath of the bleſſed Trinity? | 
The ſame divine teacher, who enabled them 
to believe thoſe truths for the farther eſtabliſh- 
ment of their faith, led them to diſcover the 
FREENESS of all covenant mercies. They are 
promiſed as free gifts; They are beſtowed to 
the praiſe of the glory of free grace. They are 
not conferred upan the. worthy, but upon ene- 
mies, upon the ungodly; upon ſinners as ſinners. 
No conditions are required, no prerequiſites are 
expected. The motives, which determine God 
to ſhow mercy to ſinners, are not taken from 
any good in them, or foreſeen to be in them. 
Not for warks of righteouſneſs which they have 
done, or can do; but according to his mercy he 
ſaveth them. He does all to the magnifying of 
the honours of his own mercy, His covenant 
was fo contrived, carried into execution by the 
life and death of Jeſus, applied by the Holy 
Spirit, that according as it is written, he that 
glorieth, let him glory in the Lord. No fleſh 
Mall glory in his preſence, Boaſting is for ever 
excluded; becauſe all is of grace, Wiſdom to 
teach the ſinner ſaving knowledge, righteouſneſs 
to juſtify him, ſtrength to keep him, comforts 
to bleſs him, heaven to receive him, theſe are 
the free gifts of covenant love; for by grace is 
i | | e m6 
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he ſaved Ang faith, and that not of himſelf; 
it is the gift of God; not of works, leſt any man 
ſhould boaft. Thus would the Lord hide pride 
from man, and would teach him practically ſuch 
| ſcriptures as this Not for your ſakes do I 
„ this, ſaith the Lord, be it known unto you, 
c but for mine holy name's ſake,” Ezeck. xxxvi. 


Cloſely connected with this divine leſſon is the 


 FVLNESS of covenant mercies. Every thing 
needful for the ſalvation of the ſinner is fully, as 
well as freely provided by the exceeding-riches 
of grace, and is treaſured up by the Father's 
love in the fulneſs of the Son. To this the Spi- 
rit bears witneſs in the word of truth, and ſeals 
his witneſs upon the believer's heart. It pleaſed 
the Father that in the Word made fleſh ſhould 
ALL fulneſs dwell, and that out of his fulneſs 
his people ſhould receive grace for grace. This 
is the inf ocean. There is not a ſtream, not 
a drop of grace to be had, but from hence. 
Jeſys Chriſt, as God-man, has it all in himſelf, 
and for the ſame end, as the head has the ſenſes 
in itſelf. He has it to communicate to his mem- 

bers, a fulneſs of light and life, of ſenſe and un- 


derſtanding;-of love and joy, yea of every ſpiri- 


tual bleſſing. On him as the head of the body, 
the church, every believing member, is directed 


to live. On him muft he depend at all times; 


and to him muſt he go for all things. If he ſeck 
r e ee pPardon 
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pardon and peace, : righteouſneſs and holineſs, a 

_ ſupply of his wants, ſtrength for his warfare, 
comforts under his miſeries, if he expect life in 

. death, and life eternal, he muſt make . continual 
= uſe, of the fulneſs of Teſus : for in him dwelleth 
ALL the fulneſs of the Godhead bodily. It 
dwelleth in bim, as in an overflowing foun- 

| tain. The Father's love to his adopted children, 
the experience of it by the grace of the Spirit, 
are entirely in and from the ſalvation of Jeſus 

Chriſt. Out of his fulneſs comes every covenant 
| mercy. of the God- head, and in a rich abundant 
_ ſtream always flowing with ſome bleſſing or other 
into the believer's ſoul. , The enjoyment of it on 
his part may not be always alike comfortable, but 
it is always alike ſure on God's part. N othing can 
ſtop it. Nothing can turn its courſe. Unto the 
place from whence the rivers come, thither they 
return again. The riverof the water of life proceeds 
out of the throne of God and of the Lamb, and it will 
be running on till it come back into its ownocean. 
; Ihe water that I will give him, ſays; Jeſus, ſpeak- 
I ing of the believer, ſhall be in him a fountain of 
water ſpringing up into everlaſting! life, and 


bringing with it the fulpeſs of) Joy 0 ae 
tor evermore. „ 26 aid. af) 
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No man will ſee any eh of to wn out; in the 
on to heaven, until he be made acquainted with 
owe truths. .- "AD — muſt be enlightened 
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with the knowledge of hein. He will never 
think of changing his courſe,” until he be made 
ſenſible of his on ſinful and helpleſs ſtate: and 
when this is brought home to his conſcience, 
and he has nothing i in himſelf left to truſt in, 
then he will be led to look abroad for help. 
The Spirit of God will teach him the doctrines 
of grace, the nature of the Godhead, the per- 
ſons in the Godhead, the covenant of the divine 
perſons, by which every grace and blefling Was 
freely and fully provided, given by the Father to 
the Son, in whoſe fulneſs they were all laid up 
for the uſe of his body the church, and commu- 
nicated to every member of it through the in- 
fluence of the Holy Spirit. Thus he is taught, 
that. all is of grace from firſt to laſt. Whatever 
good a fihner receives on earth, or enjoys in hea- 
ven, is ſo giving as to exclude all boaſting, and 
to lay every proud and ſelf-righteous principle 
in the duſt, that grace alone may wear the 
crown, and may have all the glory. 115 
_ Here then, O my ſoul, is matter, of cloſe ex- 
amination,  Doſt thou know;:thyſelf; thy ſtate 
and condition, and haſt thou fled from the wrath 
to come? Has the light of God's word ſhone 
into thy underſtanding, and made thee to ſee 
that thou art indeed ſet out in the way to hea- 
ven? How was this diſcovered to thee? Did 
the Holy Spirit ever [convince thee of fin, and 
1 ou hadſt loſt the 3 *. aud forfeited the 
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favor of God? Did thou ever ſee thyſelf fallen 
in Adam, in him a child of wrath, a ruined mi- 

ſerable ſinner? Haſt thou felt how utterly un- 
able thou art 6 atone for thy ſins, or to make 
thyſelf holy? And waſt thou brought to this 
after many legal trials and ſelf righteous efforts ? 
At laſt forced to give up all hope in thyſelf, and 
to look to the Lord Who made heaven and earth, 
from whom alone thy help could come? 

And haſt thou been taught the true know- 
| VR of the unity. of the Godhead, and of the 
perfons in it, Father, Son and Spirit, the cove- 
nant of the ever- bleſſed Three, and the abſolute 
ſecurity of all covenant mercies, promiſed by the 
Father, and engaged to be given to the Son as 
the head of his body, the church, who is now 
actually as God- man in poſſeſſion of them, and 
by his Spirit he freely and fully beſtows them 
upon his members: for they will never ceaſe to 
be receiving out of his fulneſs grace for grace, 
until they receive out of my Ty . glory 
15 glory. . 

0 0 FORT cloſely; w_ prove re thyſelf by 
Fu ſtandard of the divine word. Search and try, 
what the conviction ofthyloſt eſtate has been. Was 
it deep and practical? Is it an abiding truth with 
thee, that there is no help, or hope in thyſelf? And 
haſt thou fled for refuge to lay hold of the hope 
ſet before thee in the Lord Jeſus ? Is thy know- 


Oy of the Godhead mere theory, or is it 
14.1 5 | brought 
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brought into practice ?, Doſt thou enjoy the 


Father's love, through faith in the finiſhed ſalvation 

of the Son, by the influence of the Holy Spirit? 
This is the ſaving knowledge of the Godhead. 
And is this thine? Doſt thou honour the divine 
perſons' by acknowledging their immutable 
counſel, and immutable oath, entered into for 
the ſecurity of the heirs of promiſe, that they 
might truſt, and not be afraid? Doſt thou ſee 
with any clearneſs the abſolute ſafety of relying 
upon the promiſes of God, and doſt thou expect 
to draw from hence comfort to thy OY 
and) joy to thy heart? 

If thou art indeed ſet out in the way to 5 
ven, art thou ſettled in the knowledge of thy 
fallen ſtate? Haſt thou found thyſelf unable to 
do any thing, but to haſten on thy ruin? And 
from the ſight and ſenſe of this, haſt thou been 


led to ſee all undertaken for thee, and ſecured 


to thee for time and eternity, in the covenant of 
the ever- bleſſed Trinity. Theſe truths lie at the 
very foundation of all comfortable walking with 


God. See that thou be well grounded in them. 


The knowledge of thyſelf is to bring thee to 
God: the knowledge of God is to lead thee to 
walk with him. The one is to teach thee to re- 
nounce all truſt in thyſelf. The other is to ſhow 
thee, that thou mayeſt ſafely place the confi- 
dence of thy heart on thy reconciled Father, thy 
$aviour, and thy guide. Look up to him then, 

. O my 
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O my foul, and us: wt pioying & to Hin, and 
o 
O Lord God, aha which 1 * mat? ch 
khou me. Keep me an humble diſciple in the 
ſchool of Chriſt. Let me be daily learning there, 
what I am in myſelf, a fallen ſinful creature, 
juſtly deſerving everlaſting deſtruction from thy 
prefence. O let me never loſe fight of my want 
of a Saviour, nor ever be without the ſenſe of 
what he ſaid ! Without me ye can do nothing. 
Teach me this, thou eternal Spirit. Open thou 
mine underſtanding to underſtand the ſcriptures. 
What thou haſt revealed in them concerning the 
Godhead; and concerning the counſels and 
works of the ever bleſſed Trinity, that reveal to 
my ſoul. Thou haſt declared, that no man can 
ſay Jeſus is the Lord but by the Holy Ghoſt : 
O ſhine then into my dark mind, and lead me 
into the faving knowledge of the Lord Jeſus. 
Make me acquainted with his covenant under- 
takings, and his perfect fulfilling of them, that 
by reſting on his finiſhed ſalvation, I may find the 
Father's love in the Son, his Father my Father, 
and may be brought, through thy bleſſed in- 
fluence, to have fellowſhip with the Father and 
the Son. O lead me into all truth, thou Spirit of 
wiſdom and revelation, that I may know the 
things which belong to my peace, and may 
1 8 thee be made NF ante e . Amen, 
AST 7:15; of 98 oo 1 $4.49? - CHAP: 
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aren ſball be brought to the knowledge of the 


truth, and what they have been taught in the 
underſtanding ſhall be made practical, that it : 
may have its. proper effect upon the conſcience: 5 
And this is anſwered, hen it comes under the 3 


authority and power of the word of God, and 
faithfully accuſes or condemns according to that 
unerring rule. \ 

Conſcience. ſuppoſes the knowledge of Gio 
rule, and it conſiſts in comparing a man's ſtate 
or actions with that rule, in order to diſcover 
whether thes agree with it, or not. 

The rule is the ſcripture, the whole 2 : 
will of God, which is the unerring, and the only 
ſtandard of right and wrong: for all ſcripture is 
given by the inſpiration of God, and is profita- 
ble for doctrine, to teach the man of God what 
is truth, and to make him wiſe in it unto ſalva- 
tion. F allen man has no means of diſcovering 


the will. of God, but, as it is revealed to him. 
5 3 l 
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He has no innate knowledge. He has no im- 
planted principles. lle is born as ignorant of 
God, and of the things of God, as à wild aſs's 
colt. His underſtanding. is darkened. being 
alienated from the life of God through the igno- 
rance that is in him, becauſe of the blindneſs of 
his heart. And he has no means in his own 
power of attaining any divine knowledge : for 
he cannot by Lauck find out God. The world 
by its wiſdom never did find him out. The Hot- 
tentots know as much of him as the Greeks and 
Romans did: indeed the natural man, let him 
be ever ſo wiſe, knoweth not the things of the 
Spirit of God, neither can he know them; 0 | 
cauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned. _ 
Tze ſeripture then is the only rule 55 right 
and wrong. Conſcience has no direction but 
this rule. Neither ethics, nor metaphyſics, no 
fancied light of dark nature, no lawlefs law of 
rebel nature, no human ſcience, whether pre- 
tended to be implanted, or by the uſe of 
reaſon to be acquired, have any right to guide 
the conſcience. Theſe are blind leaders of the 
blind. They undertake, what they are not me 
unfit, but what they have no warrant for. 
parcel of felons i in jail may think what they Br 
of their ſtate. They may take it upon them to 
form a mock court, and to try one another. 
oy. nay acquit or condemn, as 158 pleaſe: but 
- the 
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the judge and the jury will pay no regard to their 


fooliſh proceedings. There is a word which is 
to try us at the laſt day, and by that we ſhould 
try ourſelves. at preſent. It was revealed for 
this purpoſe. And when the revealed truth is 
clearly underſtood, then conſcience is acting 
aright, if it finds a true verdict for God, either 
accuſing, or elſe excuſing, according to the di- 
rection of his unerring word. | 
And this is the work of the Holy ſpirit. He 
enlightened the judgment with the knowledge of 
the truth, in order to make it practical; which 
he effects by bringing the conſcience to ſubmit 
to the ſovereignty of God in the law, and to 
ſubmit to the righteouſneſs of God in the goſpel. 
Herein he diſplays the omnipotent power of his 
grace, according to the promiſe, John. xvi. 8. He 
carries with demonſtration the conviction of 
guilt, and the conviction of righteouſneſs, to the 
conſcience. By the former he gives the ſinner a 
real heart-felt ſenſe of his fin and miſery, and he 
acknowledges himſelf a convict of the law, juſtly 
deſerving all its penalties in time and in eternity. 
By the latter he ſets open a door of hope, ſhow- 
ing him the perfect righteouſneſs of the God-man 
wrought out for ſuch guilty creatures as he is: 
he enables him to plead it before the throne, 
and to truſt in it for his acceptance; by which. 
means he finds relief in his conſcience, and com- 
fort in his heart. Being juſtified by faith he 
| has 
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3H Wat che Holy Spirit bbc life, as well 
as light in it, He accompanies his doctrine with 
the power of God. What he has revealed con- 
cerning the ſtate of mankind under the fall, he 
applies with divine evidence to the conſcience. 
Under his influence the ſinner reads thoſe ſerip- 
tures, and feels the truth of them. As by one 
* man ſin entered into the world and death by 
ſin, ſo death paſſed upon all men, for that all 
_ © have finned: through: the offence of one, judg- 
ment came upon all men to condemnation: for 
«< it is written, there i is none righteous, no not 
66 ane there is none that underſtandeth, there is 
none that ſeeketh after God: they are all gone 
out of the way, they are together become unpro- 
te fitable, there i is none that doeth good, no not 
% one. Now we. know that what things ſoever 
« the law faith, it commands them who are un- 
der the law, that every mouth may be ſtopped; 
« and all the world may become guilty before 
“ God.“ His mouth is ſtopped: He has no plea 
to make. No excuſe left. What the law ſaith, 
he ſubſcribes to. The law brings him in guilty 

before God, and in his bre ente he bears his 
teſtimony to the law. He acknowledges it to be 
holy, juſt and good, even in its penalties, which 
he deſerves to ſuffer. Formerly be tried, in his 
"_ ſtrength, and o! great pains to eſcape 
"882 | | them, | 
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them, but now he gives over all thoſe ſelf-righ- 
teous ape app 05 He we 0 that he laboured in 


mung ET 0 RET 


holy. | He groans — Wed e the 


ruins of the fall. His ignorance, rebellion, apoſ- 


taſy, his corruption in every faculty of ſoul and 
body, render him unable to take one ſtep in his 
return to God. He owns it, and confeſſes, that 
without Chriſt he can do nothing. 

O my ſoul, conſider, whether God has taught 
thee this knowledge of thyſelf. It is abſolutely 
neceſſary to reconcile thee to him, and to his 
ways. Thou wilt never heartily agree to walk 
with him by faith, ſo long as thou haſt any thing 
of thine own to truſt in, or to draw comfort 
from. Examine then; art thou ſenſible of thy 
fall, and doſt thou feel the ſad effects of it? 


Doſt thou know what it is to be alienated from 


the life of God? What ! doſt thou find to this 
day the oppoſition of thy ſinful nature to the 
holy law, the fleſh luſting in thee againſt the ſpi- 
rit ? Has God thus convinced thee of fin? If he 


has, then in thy conſcience thou ſubmitteſt to 


what the law ſays of thy. ſtate. Thy mouth is 
ſtopped, and thou art guilty before God. Thou 


haſt nothing of thine own to urge in arreſt of 


judgment. This is an enlightened conſcience : 
ſo far it ſpeaks for God, and is guided by his 
unerring word. O pray to the Lord the Spirit, 
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and beg of him to guide thee into all truth, that 
he may bring thy conſcience! to ſubmit; to the 
eee of nn and: to be a * wit- 
nets for him. W a 
This is 16 7 e meſes in 1 the foul, ;anid abt 
f be undertook in the everlaſting covenant. When 
he is come, ſays Chriſt, he ſhall convince the 
world of righteouſneſs; he :ſhall teſtify of me, 
that I am made of God righteouſnefs to believers; 
and he ſhall glorify. me, as Jehovah their righte- 
ouſneſs: thus he ſhall-teach them my righteouſ- 
neſs, with which the father is ſatisfied, and he 
ſhall. through faith apply it effectually to their 
1 and they ſhall alſo be ſatisfied with 
Being juſtified by faith they ſhall have * 
9 through their Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
44 Righteouſnefs is a perfect conformity to 5 
law; if it be tried by the balance of the ſanctu- 
ary, it is full weight; if by the ſtandard, it is 
full meaſure; if judgment be laid to the line and 
righteouſneſs to the plummet, it is quite upright. 
There is no defect in it of any kind. This is 
the righteouſneſs of the law it muſt be perfect 
and continual, failing in no one point: for the 
unrighteous ſhall not inherit the kingdom of God. 
And it is an adjudged caſe, that there 4 is none 
righteous, no not one. It is left upon record, 
that LL have finned, and come ſhort of the 
glory of d therefore by the deeds, of the 
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law, there ſhall no fleſh, be juſtified in his 
fads or i 
When the holy Spirit os convinced a ſinner 

* his being i in this unrighteous tate, then it be- 
comes an important inquiry how can the Judge 
of all the earth ever look upon and treat a ſinner, | 
as if he was a righteous perſon? To which the | 
goſpel anſwers directly“ God hath made Chriſt 
« to. be ſin for us, who knew no ſin, that we 
85 might be made the righteouſneſs of God IN 
« him.” This was agreed upon in the covenant - 
of the eternal Three. The F ather undertook to 
maintain the honor and dignity of his law and 
juſtice. His co-equal Son undertook for his 
people to come in their nature, and to ſtand in 
their place and ſtead; to act for them, and to | 
ſuffer for them. As their ſurety, he made him-. N 
ſelf anſwerable for their debt of obedience, and 4 
for their debt of ſuffering. Accordingly, when 
the great law - fulfiller cometh into the world he 
faith, Lo, I comes To Do THY WILL, O Gov. 
He did it in his infinitely holy life, in which he, 
magnified. the . precepts of the law, and made 
them eyerlaſtingly. honourable. He ſuffered it 
in his infinitely holy paſſion, bearing the fins and 
ſorrows, of his people, their curſe and wrath in 
his body and. ſoul upon the tree, until the im- 
menſe debt being paid, he cried out in the tri- 
a of a conquering, though a dying J eſus, It 
N 2 18 
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18s FINISHED : for through death he conquered 
death, and him that had the power of death, 
| that is, the devil: he finiſned the tranſgreſſſon, 
and made an end of ſins, and made reconcilia- 
tibn for iniquity, and brought | in Mme, righ- 
teouſneſs. 

This is the great leading truth of the goſpel, 
in which the peace of conſcience is principally 
concerned. The' juſtly offended God is here re- 
vealed under the character of a reconciled Father. 
He gave his Son to be a covenant of the people; 

Who was to fulfil all covenant engagements for 
them, and he has fulfilled them all. The end of 
his living and dying for them is anſwered. He 
has finiſhed the tranſgreſſion, and has made peace 

by the blood of his croſs. He has brought in 
everlaſting righteouſneſs by his divine obedience, 
and the Lord is well pleaſed with bim for his 
righteouſneſs fake, yea he is well /pleafed alſo 
with his body the church. He looks upon all 
the members, as he looks upon the head. - He 

accepts them in the beloved. He beholds them 

in him with perfect delight, and reſts in his love. 
He is his Father, and their Father. He is re- 
lated to his whole family i in heaven and earth in 
the cloſeſt bonds of fatherly affektion, and he 
makes his love known to them, and 1g 4 
abroad in their hearts by the Holy Ghoſt. 
| would have all his children to addreſs him Pig 
"OS. | bis 
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his dear name Ou FaTrER which-art in heaven, 
and to expect from his fatherly love all bie 
bleſſings in Chriſt Jeſus. : 
When this comfortable doctrine is received 
into the conſcience it filences guilt, and produces 
peace with God. The goſpel comes with full 


authority to eſtabliſſi it in the conſcience : for it 


is therein revealed and propoſed to our belief 
under the character of a divine RECORD, made 
authentic and properly enrolled in the court of 
heaven. The witneſſes are the eternal Three. 


Their record is in the nature of a covenant, con- 


firmed by their joint counſel, and ratified by their 
joint oath—the two immutable things, in which 
it is impoſſible for God to lie. He graciouſly 
vouchſafed to give the heirs of promiſe this per- 
fect ſecurity for their ſalvation, that after they 
had fled to Jeſus for refuge, there might be an 


end of all ſtrife in their ee and they 


might have ſtrong conſolation. Accordingly we 
read, “ There are Three that bear record in 
* heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy 
6 Ghoſt, and theſe Three are Ox k.“ A record 
among men is an authentic teſtimony in writing, 
entered by authority in one of the king's courts, 
in order to preſerve the proceeding gs had upon 
"guy? ſuit. | This record contains the final deter- 


mination of the judges in that cauſe, and is their 


memorial of it, and therefore imports in itſelf 
"uy uncontrolable: evidence, as to admit of no 


proof 
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proof to the contrary. The matter of the record 
is never allowed to be tried by a jury, but is of 
ſuch credit as not to be queſtioned in any i in- 
Z ſtance. This is the nature of a record in law. 
And if we receive the witneſs of men, certainly 
the witneſs of God is greater; for this is the 
witneſs of God, which he hath witneſſed of his 
Son—namely—< He hath given to us eternal 
e life, and this life is in his Son.” To which 
the Spirit beareth wineſs : becauſe the Spirit is 
truth. He has revealed the covenant of life and 
peace, which was between the Father and the 
Son, he has entered it upon record, and every 
word of the record may be pleaded : for it is al- 
lowed to be good and valid in the court of 
heaven. As a powerful advocate he pleads the 
perfect fulfilling of all righteouſneſs in the life 
and death of the God-man, and the Father's per- 
fect acceptance of what he did and ſuffered, as 
the full redemption- price for all his people, and 
he carries his cauſe in the court of conſcience. 
The awakened ſinner is convinced, that the work 
of Jeſus is a finiſhed ſalvation, and that the di- 
vine record is a ſufficient warrant for him to be- 
lieve in it. Accordingly he gives it credit, and 
is enabled to plead it againſt guilt and fear. 
Upon which he finds peace with God. Truſt- 
ing to dc blood of ſprinkling for pardon, and 
to the rightepuſneſs of Jeſus for acceptance; he 


then ſees God reconciled to him, and that re- 
r 
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eonciles him to God, and by the Spirit of wu 
tion he cries, Abba, Father. 

But perhaps it may be ſaid, [ believe this; but 
I do not find peace in my conſcience. Nay, but 
you do not believe it ; if you did, it would cer- 
tainly bring preſent relief: for guilt comes from 
the broken law, and from the apprehenſion of 
- puniſhment deſerved ; but the law has been re- 

ſtored to its dignity and made infinitely honora- 
ble by the righteouſneſs of Jeſus, how can you 
believe this and yet be under guilt ? The puniſh- 
ment was laid upon Jeſus, and he ſuffered all that 
was due to his people, as their atoning ſacrifice, 
how can you believe this, and yet fear that juſtice 
will puniſh you? A debtor would not fear to be 
arreſted, if his ſurety had paid the ſum, and got 
him a full diſcharge. A felon with the king's 
pardon in his pocket would diſhonor it greatly, 
if he was to live in continual dread and terror of 
ſuffering for his crime. Examine carefully and 
pray for the right underſtanding of your caſe ; 
and depend upon it, you will find, that either you 
do not believe the matter of fact, or the record 
concerning it. 1 5 

The matter of fact is the method provided for 
quieting the guilty conſcience a proviſion of ex- 
ceeding rich grace and of everlaſting efficacy. 
The Father gave the Son to be the FRET, for his 
people, and to live and to die for them, and in their 


ſtead. The Son has finiſhed the work, which the 
| Father 
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Father gave him to do, and i is become ae author 
of their eternal ſalvation. ; 
The record of this fact is in the e 
F ather, Son, and Spirit, the three witneſſes i in 
heaven, have by covenant and oath atteſted, that 
there is life for every one who believeth in Jeſus. 
“God ſo loved the world, that he gave his only- 
© begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth in him 
e ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting life.” 
Nov conſider, of what do you doubt? has 
Jeſus made full atonement for ſin, and brought 
in everlaſting righteouſneſs? Has the Father de- 
monſtrated again and again his perfect delight in 
his perſon, and his infinite ſatisfaction in his 
work. Certainly you cannot queſtion this doc- 
trine, if you believe the ſcripture to be a divine 
revelation. Do you doubt then of God's free 
promiſe, or of his faithfulneſs to fulfil it? What! 
Can his word be broken? Can his promiſe fail? 
His word and promiſe ratified in the immutable 
covenant, and ſealed with the immutable oath of 
the eternal Three? This is your warrant to be- 
lieye. And do you queſtion the veracity of it? 
« He, that believeth not God, hath made him a 
( Jar,” O what a dreadful ſin to give the lie to 
the Holy Trinity! The Father ſays, whoſoever 
cometh ; the Son ſays, all that come unto me, 
ſhall be faved ; the Spirit ſays, come, whoſoever 
will, let him take of the water of life freely, and 
be ved Are not theſe faithful ſayings worthy 
of 
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of all credit? eſpecially as they are delivered 
With divine authority under the great ſeal of 
heaven. If doubts ſtill remain, pray againſt them, 
and meditate upon the unreaſonableneſs as well as 
the wickedneſs of them, and continue to hear and 
to read the word (for faith cometh, and groweth 
too by hearing) that you may be enabled to put 
honor upon it by venturing your ſoul upon the 
divine faithfulneſs to make it good to you. 
Perhaps you may believe the record, which 
God hath given of his Son, but you cannot do it 
with ſtedfaſtneſs.: you can at times ſtay your 
mind upon God with ſweet peace, but you are 
not able to maintain it: yea, you loſe it when 
you want it moſt. How in this caſe ſhall the be- 
liever: keep the pom! of God ruling "_ in 
his conſcience ? +4 
It is to be id in the ſame way, * 
which it was firſt received. It came by believing, 
and is thereby ſtrengthened. By the ſhedding 
of the blood of Jeſus Chriſt peace was made be- 
tween God and man, by the ſprinkling of his 
blood peace is made between man and God. 
When this is applied to the conſcience by the 
Holy Spirit, and received by faith, there is a con- 
tinual preſervative againſt guilt: © For the blood 
« of Jeſus Chriſt cleanſeth from all fin.” Here 
is the witneſs of God; and it is always the ſame, 
This believed will always bring the ſame cleanſ- 


ing virtue, and keep the ae purged from 
dend 
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dead works. If at any time guilt defile it, then 
unbelief has entered, and has been denying, 
either that the blood of Chriſt does cleanſe from 


all fin; or that the divine teſtimony concerning it 


does deſerve credit. Guilt cannot eaſily enter 
into the conſcience but by one of theſe two ways. 
Examine, and ſee which it is. Do you doubt of 
the virtue of Chriſt's blood, or . the truth of 


God's record concerning it? 


You reply, I dare not eee of em, 
1 nevertheleſs I cannot with any ſettled com- 


fort maintain peace with God. But it is your 


privilege to maintain it, confirmed to you by the 


royal charter of grace, and ratified in it by many 


expreſs promiſes. Jeſus has made peace by the 
blood of his croſs, and if you believe what the 
God of truth ſays» of it, peace ſhould rule in 


your heart always: for all things are well ordered 


for you, and ſure in the everlaſting covenant. 
On the part of God all is unalterably fixed and 


ſettled. What is it then, which unſettles you? 


Is it ſomething you find in yourſelf? Is it from 
indwelling ſin, remaining corruption, a body of 
ſin and death, or from the weakneſs of your faith 
and of your other graces? What! have you for- 
gotten, that from all theſe the blood of Jeſus 
Chriſt cleanſeth? Is it from a ſuſpicion, that your 
peace is not right, becauſe it ebbs and flows ? 


This ſhould humble, but not diſcourage you: 
becauſe there is a gracious proviſion made to re- 
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move your ſuſpicion. God has taken the charge 
both of you and of your peace: he keeps both 
by his mighty power, as it is written, the peace 
of God which ſurpaſſeth all underſtanding ſhall 
keep with a ſafe guard your hearts and minds in 
Chriſt Jeſus. You are as ſafe in the hand of 
God at the loweſt ebb, as at the higheſt ſpring- 


tide of ſenſible comfort: becauſe your ſafeguard 


is almighty, and he is equally concerned about 
your peace, whether you feel it, or not. Your 
ſenſe of it may vary, but he varies not. There 
is in him no variableneſs, nor ſhadow of turning. 
How ſhould the belief of this ſtay your mind upon 
your God, and keep guilt out of the conſcience, 
.even when you are walking: in darkneſs, and have 
no light! | 
O my ſoul, maedtitate upon thoſe precious 
truths. Give thyſelf wholly to them. Conſider, 
how deeply they enter into the very being of thy 
peace. Unleſs they be underſtood, thou canſt not 
know the way of peace; and unleſs they be re- 
ceived by faith, thy conſcience will not be purged 
from guilt and unbelief. And while theſe defile 
it, thou canſt not look upon God as reconciled, 
or delight thyſelf in him or in his ways. Can 
two walk together, except they be agreed? But 


when they are agreed, and of one mind, then 


walking with God becomes ne and all his 
rege are peace. | 


Search 
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Search then; and examine thyſelf, O my ſoul, 
and that not lightly; and after the manner of dil- 
ſemblers with God, but cloſely and thoroughly 
by the light of the divine word, and under the 
teaching of the divine Spirit. Doft thou under 
ſtand what is revealed concerning the way of 
peace what was covenanted in the counſel of 
the eternal Three and what has been done in 
conſequence of it? Jeſus Chriſt is the great 
peace-maker. He has made peace through the 
blood of his croſs: The Father ſent him, gave 
him to be a covenant of the people, to fulfil for 
them all righteouſneſs, and to be their atoning 
ſacrifice.” The Father has ſeen the work which 
he gave him to do, and has accepted it; is per- 
fectly ſatisfied with it, and therefore is infinitely 
delighted with him and with all his. He would 
now be knowon by the high ſtyle and title of the 
Gov of RACE. Fury is not in him to thoſe, 
whom he ſees in the beloved. He is a Father, 
fully, for ever reconciled to all his children in 
[Chriſt Jeſus: ''He loves them, as he loves him, 
with every kind feeling of the moſt tender parent. 
And he will bring every one of them to partake 
with „ eee RIG er * ee of his 
everlaſting love. he SN SEOY er OW 1 
If thine aiiderRaning: be eu enen nn this 
knowledge of God, is it effectual in thy conſci- 
ence? Cant thou age it there? This is the 
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ptineipal thing. Haſt thou a good conſcience; 
freed from guilt and condemnation, by believing 


the record which God hath given of his Son? 
He is well pleaſed with him br his righteouſ- 
neſs fake. 'His ſoul delighted in the ſweet ſmell- 
ing favor of his Son's ſacrifice. Becauſe he 
humbled himſelf and became obedient unto 
death, even the death of the croſs, therefore the 
Father hath highly exalted him. This is the 
witneſs of God. Doſt thou yield to it, and give 
it full credit? What! canſt thou ſet to thy ſeal 
that God is true, and that what fatisfied him has 
perfectly ſatisfied thee, and therefore the peace 
of God rules in "yes conſcience always 1 Gl 
means? | 


Remember, this is FAY privilege. Thou bf 


called to the enjoyment of it. The evidence is 
is full as could be deſired, for the ending of all 
ſtrife in thy conſcience. The greateſt honor thou 


canſt put upon the divine witneſſes, is ſo to end 


it, as to ſuffer no appeal to be made from their 
decree. Thy conſcience! ſhould: join iſſue. It 
ſhould Tay the ſame that God does. It ſhould 
plead thy diſcharge from guilt under the broad 
ſeal of heaven; and ſhould ſtop the mouth of 
unbelief with thoſe words written in golden 
letters in the royal charter of grace—* There is 
« No condemnation to them that are in Chriſt 
. Jeſus-—they are freely forgiven ALL treſpaſſes” 

— They are juſtified from” AE things thy 
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2 ws and iniquities, ag God himſelf, will I re- 
« member No MoRE.” Theſe are the immutable. 
words of truth. They cannot be broken. O my 
ſoul, put honor upon them. Believe them with- 
out doubt or wavering. Why doſt thou draw 
back thy confidence? Truſt, and not be afraid. 
Thou mayeſt ſafely venture to believe all that the 
Lord hath ſpoken. He will make it good ; and 
the more thou believeſt, the more will be made 
good. More faith will bring thee in a richer re. 
venue of peace. The Lord increaſe thy faith. 
May, it entirely influence thy conſcience, that it 
may agree with God; neither queſtioning the 
infinite value of the righteouſneſs and atonement 
of Immanuel, nor yet the faithfulneſs of his pro- 
miſe, under which thou claimeſt them. Wo- 
6e SOEVER.WAILL may take them freely“ 
Let thy faith be ever ſo well eſtabliſhed, yet 
hom wilt meet with ſomething every day to try 
it ; but remember, the foundation on which thou 
ſtandeſt, cannot fail, and none, nothing ſhall re- 
move. thee from it. The Lord brought thee to 
build upon this foundation. | He hath begun the 
good work and he will not leave his work un- 
finiſhed. The top-ſtone ſhall certainly! be brought 
forth with ſhouting GRACE GRACE: for his love 
is like himſelf. His:purpoſes, his word, his works 
Ra not. What ape thou, feel many zs 
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tion; and . art not ee ** thy duties, 
thy graces are weak, thy love not as it ſhould 
be, thy beſt ſervices unprofitable; yet theſe very 
things rightly underſtood, and improved by the 
teaching of the Holy Spirit, will be the means of 
eſtabliſhing thy conſcience in the peace of God. 
They | will lead thee every day toa greater depen- 
dence, upon ſovereign grace: for they will kave 
thee nothing to truſt in, but the righteouſneſs and 
the atonement of Immanuel, nothing to keep 
thee,. but his faithfulneſs to his word and work, 

and bing. to bleſs thee, but his free covenant 


mercy. Thus they will work together for thy 


good. Trials will ſettle thee. Enemies will con- 
firm thee in peace. Troubles will- bring thee 
nearer. to God. -Amidiſt all diſcouragements thou 
wilt have. this promiſe. to ſtay thy ſoul UPON--< I 


« will never leaye thee, nor forſake thee.” . bis 


friendſhip is fixed. It ſprings from the purpoſe 


and love of his own breaſt, and therefore was 


and is always unchangeably the ſame in him. 
Whom, he loveth he loveth unto the end. 


Well then, 0 my ſoul, thou haſt examined 


thyſelf. How is it with thee ? Doſt thou know 
the way of peace? Art thou at peace with God, 


being. juſtified by faith? Canſt thou plead this 
peace, and maintain it in thy conſcience? Is it a 
good conſcience, does it witneſs for God ? 1s it a 
pure conſcience, cleanſed from guilt and. con- 
demnation: * Is it ſatisfied, that the Father is per-: 


fectly 
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Qty reconciled through the liſe and death of 
his Son ? And is it ſatisfied with the divine re- 
cord, giving thee a free grant of the benefits of 
his life and death, and putting thee into poſſeſ- 
fon by believing? Art thou of one heart and of 
one mind in this matter with the F ather, and now 
being at peace with him agreed to walk in his 
way? If indeed he has been thus gracious unto 
thee, bleſs the Lord, 0 my ſoul, and all that is 
within me praiſe him for the exceeding riches of 
his love. What a mercy is it, that he has brought 
thee into the way of peace! O go on: fear not. 
Set out daily with an holy humble boldneſs to 
walk with thy God. And for the guiding of thy 
feet in his way, and that thy ſteps may not de- 
eline from it, be diligent i in hearing and reading 
the word of God. Study tr Pray « over it. Mind 
what encouragement it gives thee: « Having 
6c: therefore, brethren, boldneſs to enter into the 
< holieſt by the blood of Jeſus, by that new and 
« living way, which he hath conſecrated for us, 
« through the vail, that is to ſay, his fleſh, and 
<« having an high prieſt over the houſe of God, 
et us draw near with a true heart, in full aſſu- 
“ rance of faith, having our hearts ſprinkled 
& from an evil conſcience, and our bodies waſhed 
& with pure water.” Heb, x. 19, 20, &c. What 
perfect peace is here proclaimed to the children 
of God |! Sin had ſeparated: them from him, but 
there i is acceſs through Jeſus. He is the way to 
| the 
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Father. He is a new way, in oppbitien to the 
old way of works, which upon the fall was ſhut 
for ever. He is a living way, all that are alive 
to God live by the faith of the Son of God. He 
is a conſecrated way, every thing needful for 
their holy walk being provided in him. And 
they are required to walk in this way with bold- 
neſs; truſting to the blood of Jeſus, and depend- 
ing on the interceſſion of the high-prieft over the 
houſe of God, they have acceſs with confidence 
into the holieſt. It is their undoubted privilege 
to draw near with a true heart, not like a double- 
minded man, wavering and unſtable; but with 
full aſſurance of faith, entirely ſatisfied that God 
in Chriſt has nothing in his breaſt, but love to- 
wards. them ; therefore they ſhould believe in 
him, and ſerve him without fear, having their 
hearts ſprinkled from an evil conſcience, main- 
taining, peace with God through the continual 
application of the blood of Jeſus, and having 
their bodies waſhed with pure water, body and 
ſoul being cleanſed from the guilt and filth of fin 
by the waſhing of phy and APY of 
the Holy Ghoſt. | 

O may this be my happy experience. May I 
ever have grace to draw near to my reconciled 
Father ** a good conſcience. Yea, Lord, 
this is my heart's- defire. I would walk with 
_ thee day by day in perfect peace. O deny me 
not the requeſt of my lips. Glory be to thy 
or. + O0 | free 
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free re that through Jeſus I am oy uffered 
to have acceſs into thy preſence, and am com- 
manded to come with boldneſs into the holieſt of 
all. Lo, I come before thee, holy Father, to 
plead the blood-ſhedding and the righteouſneſs 
of thy dear Son; and I hope my plea will be 
admitted, through the interceſſion of the high- 
prieſt of the houſe of God. O look, thou God 
of peace, upon the face of thy Beloved: See me 
in him. I defire to be found in him. And for 
his ſake let the faithful witneſs for thy love in 
Teſus abide with me, that in hearing and read- 
ing thy word, in prayer and meditation he ny 
increaſe my faith in thee and love to thee. 
O God the Holy Ghoſt, I beſeech thee to 
make practical upon my heart what thou haſt re- 
vealed in ſcripture of the Father'slove.. Deliverme 
from guilt and condemnation by the ſprinkling of 
the blood of Jeſus. Apply it effectually. Ap- 
ply. it continually. Help me to believe with 
more comfort in my conſcienee, and with more 
ſtedfaſtneſs in my walk, that his blood eleanſeth 
from all ſin. O bleſſed Spirit, carry. on thy work 
in my foul. Lead me from faith to faith, that I 
may at all times have freedom to enter within 
the vale to a reconciled God and F ather, and 
may be able to maintain peace with him againſt 
doubts and fears, againſt corruptions and ene- 
mies. O teach me to draw near to him with a 
true . Walli ee of his love, and 
in 
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in full aſſurance of faith. This is thy gracious 
office : O fulfil it in me, that my heart may be 
ſprinkled from an evil conſcience, and my body 
waſhed with pure water. ' Let me find grace 
ſufficient for me, for Jeſus's ſake; to whom, with 
_ thee O Father, and the eternal Spirit, three 
Perſons i in one Jehovah, be equal honour and 
glory for e ever and « ever. Amen. | | 
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The bans in his heart cleaves to ; God, and wal 
"ith, him i love. 3 0 5 


Tus 3 3 upon a. rp con- 
ſcience. There can be no love of God, unleſs 
there be firſt peace with God. No convinced 
ſinner can love him, until he believes him to be 
reconciled. While guilt remains in the con- 
ſcience, enmity will keep its place in the heart: 
for ſo long as he looks upon his fins unpardon- 
ed, and God the juſt avenger of them, he muſt 
| conſider him as a jealous God, and a conſuming 
fire. In this view there is every thing that can 
increaſe his guilty fears. And 'while theſe de- 
file the conſcience, inſtead of walking with God, 
he would run away from him, and like the firſt 
offenders, he would fooliſhly try to hide himſelf 
from the preſence of God. 
But when the Holy Spirit has diſcovered the 
way of peace, and has enabled the finner to find 
peace, being pardoned and juſtified through 
faith in Chriſt Jeſus, then he looks upon God in 
another light. He can view him, according as 
he has proclaimed himſelf--the Lord, the Lord 
God, merciful and gracious, long ſuffering, and 


abundant in goodneſs and truth, . mercy 
1 r 
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for thouſands, forgiving iniquity, and tranſgreſ- 
ſion, and Sin. Under this endearing character 
the God and Father of our Lord Fofab Chriſt is 
revealed in ſeripture. Thus would he be con- 
| ſidered in the covenant of grace related in the 
neareſt bond of affection to all his children. He 
is their father, the father of mercies, freely loving, 
freely forgiving, freely accepting them in the 
beloved. The holy Spirit convinces them of it, 

and ſheds the Father's love to them abroad in 


their hearts; the ſenſe of which ſweetly inelines 


them to love him again. Love begets love. 
God has put on the tender bowels of an ever- 
loving parent, and he gives them the affection of 
dutiful children. They love him, becauſe he 


firſt loved them. Then it is the delight of their 


ſouls to cultivate and i improve this love on their” 
part, and it becomes their heaven upon earth to 
walk with their God in the ways wherein he has 
appointed to meet ne to love them, and. to 
bleſs them. ere | | 

The main point then in 'the chriſtian wall is 
to know how to maintain peace in the con- 
ſcience: : becauſe this is the powerful motive up- 
on which the believer firſt ſets out, and it is the 


great ſpring which keeps him going on. While 
his conſcience continues pure and undefiled, and 
the peace of God rules in it, all is well. He 
does not ſtop, he does not halt, in the way. 


Da when guilt enters, unbelief certainly fol- 
| lows 
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lows cloſe after it, and then there is a freſh con- 
troverſy in the court of conſcience. Many 
doubts ariſe, and afford matter for ſtrife and de- 
bate. The ſenſe of peace is not only diſturbed, 
but is alfo for a time deſtroyed by ſuch ſufpicions 
as theſe.— Am I freely pardoned--Is God fully 
reconciled to me--Is he ſtill my loving Father? 
J fear not. I have done ſo and ſo--He is cer- 
<«. tainly diſpleaſed with me, and therefore © 8 
c dare not approach him, as I uſed to do, with 
« love and confidence.” This is an evil. con- 
ſcience. It is not purged from dead works : be- 
cauſe guilt is till in it, and this keeps the ſoul 
at a diſtance from God. It begets a coldneſs 
and a ſhyneſs to him, and by ſhutting out the 
comfortable ſenſe of his love makes way for fear 
of wrath. Then the motives to walk with God 
loſe their influence, and an evil heart of unbelief 
tempts the man to depart from the living God. 
Look well then, O my ſoul, to this leading 
hath. which has ſuch univerſal influence over 
the Chriſtian walk. - Attend to the peace of thy 
conſcience. - See it be true peace, and mind it 
be well ſettled. Learn to maintain it upon goſpel- 
motives. | The heart follows the determination of 
conſcience; and cleaves to the Lord, or departs 
from him, according as the conſcience excuſes or 
accuſes. It is therefore abſolutely neceſſary for 
our peace, that we ſhould know how God has 


| neun himſelf reconciled! in Chriſt Jeſus. This 
character 50 


£ 


WALK OF FAITE. 215 


character of him in the eri pe ſhould be 
ſtudied. Whoever has been enabled to call him 
Abba, Father, ſhould implore the aſſiſtance 
of the Holy Spirit for an increafe of faith, 
and ſhould make uſe of all appointed means 
for his growth in the knowledge of the love 
of his heavenly Father. The apoſtle is upon 
this ſubje& in Romans v.--a chapter abounding 
with powerful arguments to eſtabliſh the peace 
of God in the conſcience ; in order that the love 
of God may rule in the heart. He gives us this 
account of the privileges of a juſtified man. He 
has peace with God through Jeſus Chriſt-- by 
whom he has a free acceſs to God--is in a ſtate 
of grace ſtands in it by the power of God--has 
reaſon to rejoice (come what will) in hope of the 
glory to be revealed--and whatever he meets 
with in the way to glory, ſhould increaſe the re- 
joicing of his hope, and confirm his heart in the 
love of God to him. Obſerve how divinely the 
apoſtle ſpeaks: Therefore being juſtified by 
# faith we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt : by whom alſo we have 
© acceſs by faith into this grace wherein we 
« ſtand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God; 
and not only ſo, but we rejoice in tribulations 
« alſo, knowing well that tribulation worketh 
« patience, and patience experience, and ex- 
4 perience hope; and hope maketh not aſhamed, 
# becauſe the love of God is ſhed abroad 

| cc in 
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H in our hearts by the Holy Ghoſt, who is given 
« * unto, us.“ 5 

What privileges! . many, n ben 8 
bleſſed are bets: devlaced to: be the ones als the 
nk God 3 of We | mee FG eNtablih 
peace in his conſcience, and love in his heart, 
i that he may delight himſelf in God and in his 
ways. The firſt and chief bleſſing in experience, 
which draws after it allthe reſt, is the Spirit 

The Holy Ghoft is given unto him, to be a witneſs 
for Jeſus, and to ſhed. abroad the Fathers love 
through him. He comes as the Spirit of life to 
quicken the ſoul, which had been dead in treſ- 
paſſes and ſins, and to bring it to the knowledge 
of ſalvation, which k Ae. ſecondly "__ the gift 
of faith. 
Being juſtified ty faith. - He enables the ſinner 
| wh believe in the finiſhed work of the 'God-man, 
and to truſt, to the free grant of it in the word of 
God; whereby be ſees himſelf fully juſtified : | 
Through the atonement of Jeſus freed from ſin 
and guilt ; through the righteouſneſs of Jeſus en- 
itte to life and glory, and bee thirdly, he 
. 
eee with God ney Jeſus Chriſt his e 

He ſees God is at peace with him perfectly and 
continually. reconciled. The peace is everlaſting 
which was made through the blood of the ever- 
laſting covenant. The belief of this quiets and 

1 ſatisfies 
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fatisfies the ſinner's conſcience ; which being 
purged by the blood, and juſtified by the righte- 
ouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt his Lord, is at peace, is 
freed from guilty fears, and is reconciled to God, 
yea to the juſtiee of God, who can now be juſt, 
and yet the juſtifier of the ungodly. To what 
high honour is he then called? He is ann 
into friendſhip with God, and has, | 

Fourthly, Acceſs & y faith into this. grace, endl 
he flands---accels' to a  mercy-ſeat, to which he is 
invited to come freely, as a beloved child to an 
affectionate parent. Boldneſs and acceſs with 
confidence are required and commanded. | © Let 
« us come boldly to the throne of grace: hav= 
“ ing boldneſs to enter into the holieſt by the; 
blood of Jeſus,” let us by faith make uſe of 
that new and living way, which he hath opened 
for us. O what a mercy is it thus to have acceſs 
to a gracious Father! how much is the mercy 
increaſed by his ſettling his children in it! We 
sr Ax in it, ſays the apoſtle, denoting the be- 
ing fixed in a ſtate of perfect acceptance, con- 
ferred by ſovereign grace, brought into it by: 
unchangeable love, and kept in it by the power 
of a faithful God. How OOTY OP 
how encouraging to hope! for, 

Fifthly, We rejoice in hope ' of the glory of God: 
Faith relies upon the truth of what God hath 
promiſed, and hope waits for the enjoyment of 


the 11 in the * but more eſpecially for 
the 
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the slory which! is to be revealed. This hope of 
glory is full of rejoicing: becauſe every thing which 
hope looks at and draws its joy from, depends 
on the truth and faithfulneſs of a covenant God. 
There can be no failing on his part, and there- 
fore on the believer's there can be no diſappoint- 
nt. On this ground hope caſts its anchor, 
both fure and ſtedfaſt, and finds all ſafe during 
the ſtorms of life, yea, has many a ſweet fore- 
taſte of the promiſed glory, brought into the ſoul 
by theſe very ſtorms: for, 

Sixthly, ĩW-e rejoice in kde ethos The ſe 
are ſo far from taking away the joy of the juſti- 
fied' man, that they tend greatly to increaſe it, 
and to make it more holy, as well as more hap- 
py. Tribulations produce a Phe harveſt hot 

bleſſings, they bring riß 
Patience, giving occaſion to oxevelſe the graces 
| of the Spirit, to find the truth and the power of 
them, and thereby working ſubmiſſion under 
the croſs to the will of God. © It is good for 
me, ſays David, that I have been afflicted;” 
his troubles brought him to God“ Before I was 
afflicted, I went aſtray.” His troubles kept 
him. near to God, dependent on the divine 
ſtrength to bear them with patience, and for 
an happy iſſue out of them. Whereby he learnt 
Experience, which follows ſuffering and pa- 
tience. Tribulations teach us what we are as 
ata and what God is to his reconciled. chil- 
Sul | dren, 
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gruen. They make us ſenſible of our weakneſs, 
and of our being ſtrong only in the Lord of 
our miſery, and of his comforts - of what we 
deſerve, and of what he ſaves us from they 
bring us to live out of ourſelyes, upon the ſure. 
mercies of a covenant God: whereby our hope 
in him being tried, and by trials confirmed, we 
diſcover his love to us in ſuffering, and by daily 
experience become quite ſatisfied, that our | 

Hope is the grace of the Holy Spirit : for. it 
anſwers. the ſcripture- character; it rejoices in 
tribulation. It has good reaſon ſo to do. It ex- 
periences God's faithfulneſs, Every thing pro- | 
miſed being made good to us in time, we there- 
by grow up into the full aſſurance of hope, that 
we ſhall not fail of receiving the Fe e 
And this 

Hope maketh not Lomas 4 the love of God is is 
fled abroad in 'our hearts by the Holy Ghoft, who is 
given unto us. He i is given to ſatisfy our hearts of the 
love of God to us, and to lead us to ſtudy the 
nature and the perfections of his love. Behold! 
what manner. of love, what a free, full, ſove- 
reign, and everlaſting love, the Father hath be- 
ſtowed upon us. It is actually beſtowed and en- 
Joyed by the power of the Holy Ghoſt. He 
ſhows us, how the Father loved us, even when 
we were without ſtrength ; yea herein God com- 
mendeth his love towards us, in that while we were 
ſinners and enemies, he gave his Son to live and 

die 
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die for us; Hoch mere then deing now juſtified, 
we” ffiall be faved' from wratly and Brought to 
glory, through him. How does this commend 
and ſet off the love of God! It is tHe firſt cauſe 
of all tie graces here mentioned, and beſtows 
them upon the moſt unworthy: Faith, Juſtif. 
cation by faith, acceſs to God, ſtanding in 
a juſtified” Rate, rejoicing in hope of glory, 
and rejoicitig in the way to it even in tri. 
bulations, ed they exerciſe and improve 
Patience, and put our graces to fuch trials, 
as convince us, that they are the true graces 
of the Holy. Spirit, and that we mall never be 
aſhamed of our hope in God. In this golden 
chain of experience love is the uppermoſt link, 
It was the firft, -and draws after it all the reſt. 
The free love of the Father gave his Son for us, 
add with him gave us all things. The ſame love 
has now gixen his. Spirit to, us, and he has en- 
abled us to know and to believe, that we are 
juſtified, have Ace to a reconciled” God, Rand 
accepted before vim, &c. and that he is our 
loving, God and Fatfief f in Jeſus. The ſenſe of 
this warms the heart, and fweetly and Poker. 
fully influences the affections to delight 1 in, and 
to walk i in love. with fuch ; . exees lingly Fre- 
clous and merciful God. 

In this delightful Portion of ſcripture c Holy 
Rives teaches us, how he brings ſinners to know 


that God loves them. It is by believing i in the 
5 nd 
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righteouſneſs and atone merit of the Son of God. 
Hende ſpring peadt ànd love peace with God 
in the conſcience, and love to God in the Heart. 
There is an inſeparablę connection between thoſe 
two gracęs. Ihe one cannot exiſt without the 
other. Whoever knows the God of peace will 
find that God is loye: for being juſtified by faith, 
he will thereby ſee that God is at peace with 
him, and himſelf in a ſtate of free acceptance 
before him, in which he ſhall ſtand - and be kept 
ſafe, until he receive the promiſed glory. "The 
hope of which: will be confirmed by his daily 
experience of God's faithfulneſs, making all 
things, even tribulations, Work together for his 
good in the Way to glory: thus will the Holy 
Spirit ſatisfy him of the love of God to his ſoul. 
And the perſuaſion of his love begets love. It 
ſoftens the hard heart. It warms the cold heart: 
It works kindly upon all. tbe affections, and by 
ſetting hefore them every ꝓoſſible good to be en- 
joyed in their reconciled God, it mightily diſ- 
poſes. them to leck their ſupreme tere ” 
_— humbly-and cloſely: with him. i 
Attend; then, 0 my ſoul, to this tum 
Mete the experience of which treats; 
Pray for it. Pray for more of it. And above 
all; obſerve the great truth here taught thee by 
the Holy Ghoſt, namely, that thou canſt not 
have any true love of God, but what ariſes from 
the W being at peace witli [thee in 
, ſus. 


vniftsſrsy £ bo 
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jeſus. O beware of falſe teachers: for there }; 


great reaſon- Many talk big of their loving 


God for his own inherent lovelineſs. A funda: 


mental miſtaxe. Myſties, Quakers, natural re- 


ligion-men, dreaming metaphyſſcians, and the 


motley tribe of moraliſts and deiſts, pretend to 


love an abſolute God, without viewing him in 
the covenant of grace, or as he has revealed 
himſelf in the incarnation of his Son. There has 


been no love of this kind in any heart upon 


earth for near fix thouſand years. Adam in pa. 
radiſe might love him thus. But when driven 
out of paradiſe for ſin he could love him ſo no 


more. The promiſed ſeed of the woman, the 


word made fleſh, became then the object of his 
faith, and the only ground of his love. The 
ſcripture has clearly determined this We 


4c this was manifeſted the love of God towards 


cc us, becauſe; that God ſent his only-begotten Z 


Son into the world, that we might live through 
«_ him. When the Holy Ghoſt has taught this 


love of God to ſinners, and by believing has ma- 
nifeſted it to their hearts; then they love him 
upon chriſtian principles; and ſinners cannot 
love him upon any other. They love him for 


that infinite merey which led him to ſend his 


only-begotten Son into the world to finiſh the 


falvation/of his people. They love him for ſend 
5 ine Hoy Ghoſt to enable them to ſee the 
FY everlaſting 
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everlaſting ſufficiency- of this ſalvation, and to 
believe the record of God concerning it; where- 
by they come to experience how much the Fa- 
ther loved them. This is heaven begun. The 
Father's love ſhed abroad in the heart by the 
Holy Ghoſt is the foretaſte of glory. Whoever 
enjoys it has found, what is more to be deſired 
than gold, yea, than much fine gold, ſweeter 
alſo than honey and the honeycomb. | O it is 
indeed heaven upon earth. Jo preſerve it, to 
improve it, is become the one ſtudy of the happy 
believer. The panting of his ſoul is after more 
of this love. The prayer of his faith is, O thou 
eternal Spirit, help me ſo to walk with my moſt 
loving Father, as that I may maintain peace 
with him in my cenſcience, and a growing love 
to him in my heart, until thou bring me to the 
enjoyment of everlaſting peace and love. Fe 
The prayer; of à righteous man prevaileth 
much, being offered with energy. By the love 
of the Spirit it is anſwered. | He not only pre- 
ſerves, but alſo increaſes his own graces. He 
leads the believer to freſh diſcoveries of the Fa- 
ther's love, and puts him into poſſeſſion of the 
exceeding rich treaſures of it. He helps him to 
draw very ſtrong arguments for the comfort of 
ka 1 from the ee of divine 
Thus he reaſons -- Ec 
—Y Jam beſet Soc, romprations, and 
allaulted with corruptions, and in à world of 
45 troubles, 
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troubles, yet I need not fear but God will bring 
me ſufe through all: for I know be loves me. 
It is plain he does. I could never have loved 
him, unleſs he had firſt freely loved me. My 
love is only the reflection of his. I have been 
convinced of ſin, but it was not from myſelf: 
the conviction was of God: I have been con- 
vinced of righteouſneſs, and I put my whole 
truſt in the righteouſneſs of Jeſus. He is the 
only ground of my hope. I now reſt my ſoul 
upon the ſure foundation, which he hath laid. 
And this faith is not of myſelf. It is the gift of 
God. I aſcribe it to his ſovereign grace, that | 
have been enabled to look upon the Father as 
reconciled to me, pardoning me through the 

blood- ſſiedding of his Son, accounting me righ- 

tebus through the obedience. of his Son, and in 
him accepting, loving, and bleffing me: How 
could 1 experience 2 theſe things but by the 
power of the Holy Ghoſt? And for what did 1 
deſerve to experience them? The reaſon muſt 
be found in the riches. of his own free grace. 
Did the Father foreſee any thing good in me, 
for which he choſe me in his Son? Was it for 
any Worthineſs of mine, that the Son vouch- 
ſafed to take fleſh, and to live and to die for 
me!? Was it for any foreſeen works, faithful- 
neſs, or diligence, in means that the Hol Ghoſt 
called me to know, to believe, and to enjoy the 


biathexsrloxc through the Son's ſalvation ? O, no. 
| * 


2 eil. 
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Away with ſuch thoughts. I dare claim nothing 
for mine own, but ſin and ſhame. ' Not unto 
me, Lord, not unto me, but unto thee be all 
the glory. It was the good pleaſure of thine 
own will, which choſe me before the foundation 
of the world, and accepted me in the beloved ; 
and now I know that thy counſels of old are 
faithfulneſs and truth. I experience the happy 
fruit and effect of them. I am brought to be- 
lieve'in thee and to love my God and Father, 
which I am ſatisfied I could never have done, 
if thy free love had not firſt purpoſed to ſave me, 
and now carried thy purpoſes into execution. 
To the praiſe of the glory of thy diſtinguiſhing 
grace, J am in poſſeſſion of the things which ac- 
company ſalvation. O give me more grace, 
that I may daily make a better uſe of them, and 
may return thee better praiſe for __ free gifts of 
free grave.” 
It is free, and it is alſo covexAnT "OY This 
is another of its divine properties: God com- 
mendeth his love towards the heirs of promiſe 
by giving them full ſecurity for its unchangeable- 
neſs. And this view the Holy Spirit opens to 
them for the ſupport of their faith in times of 
trial. When they are walking in darkneſs and 
have no light, troubled on every ſide, without 
are fightings, within are fears, when in great 
heavineſs through failings in duty, through riſ- 
ings” of corruption, or, though manifold temp- 
Vor: 1. P tations, 
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tations; then he diſcovers' to them the treaſury 
of:coveniaint love, and enables them to draw rich 
conſolation from that heavenly. ſtorehouſe. An 
heir of promiſe under his-teaching is often ſup- 
ported in this way: It is true, I am in trouble, 
but not forſaken. © What if every thing E have 
and am in myſelf makes againſt me, yet God is 
on my fide, a covenant God: for I believe the 
eternal Three entered into covenant before all 
worlds, and with manifold wiſdom ordered all 
things relating to the heirs of promiſe. For their 
fakes, and: to end all ſtrife in their conſciences 
about the certainty of their ſalvation, it pleaſed 
the bleſſed Trinity to enter into covenant, and to 
confirin their covenant by oath, thus giving them 
two immutable things to truſt in, in which it is 
impoſſible for God to lie. O how. ſtrengthening 
to faith is this view of the unchangeableneſs of 
covenant love! If it be but a man's coyenant, 
being properly ſigned and ſealed, no one diſan- 
nulleth or addeth thereto. And who ſhall diſ- 
annul or add to the covenant of the Trinity ? 
Thie ereatüre cannot. God will not. His pur- 
poſe of bringing many ſons to glory is unaltera- 
bly fixed in his own mind, and in order to make 
it a ſure ground for their faith, he confirmed his 
immutable covenant by his immutable oath. On 
this ſecurity I reſt my ſoul. A covenant God 
has enabled me to truſt in his covenant engage- 


e Hence I ine ever y, thing relating to my 
nent | 5 J ſalvation 
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falvation abſolutely certain in the counſel and 
covenant of God; and 1 look upon my faith to 
be one of the effects of my being in the cove- 
nant. And faith as a covenant gift is an immu- 
table gift. What a bleſſing is it, that the gifts 
and calling of God are without repentance! It has 
been given me on- the behalf of Chriſt to believe, 
And is not this from covenant love? What elſe 
could bring me to truſt in covenant faithfulneſs? 
Therefore by believing I have immutable things 
to depend upon for the certainty of my ſalva- 
tion. Upon them would I ſtay my ſoul, as well 
I may, and fix my heart upon them. O that I 
could bring more glory to my covenant God by 
truſting him with unſhaken confidence! His love 
to me demands it at my hands. His love con- 
trived the plan of falvation. Love provided 
every thing needful to carry it into execution. 
The evidence, which he has given of this, was 
from the overflowings of love. His word of pro- 
miſe, ratified by covenant, confirmed by oath, 
the oath of the holy, bleſſed, and glorious Tri- 
nity, made to ſatisfy the heirs of promiſe of the 
immutability of the divine will. concerning them 
O what miracles of love are theſe! And all to 
aſſure them, that. the heart of J ehovah is inva- 
riably towards them for good | Yes, Lord, this 
is the great love where with thou loveſt me. And 
this is the evidence of thy love. Thou haſt 
brought me to believe it, and to put ſome honor 
| . upon 
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upon it. 1 deſtre to truſt to thy covenant engere 
ments without wavering. _ Eſtabliſh, ſtrengthen, 
ſettle my faith. Increaſe it from day to day, that 
I may grow in the knowledge and experience of 
that loye which paſſeth knowledge. For 
It is a free, a covenant, and alfo an EvERILASTH. 
rx love. This is another of its moſt glorious 
properties. His love knows neither beginning 
nor end. It is without variableneſs or ſhadow 
of turning. The heart of God is always one and 
the ſame towards his choſen people : for he 
loveth them freely. The motives to it were all 
in, and from his own breaſt. The covenant was 
diſtinguiſhing love, fecured to the heirs of pro- 
miſe by the moſt ſolemn engagements. And this 
crovens all. His love is of the ſame date with 
the covenant—-not only before all worlds, but 
alſo from eternity. Therefore it is frequently 
called in ſcripture an everlaſting covenant, and 
covenant- love is ſaid to be according to the eter- 
nal purpoſe, which he had purpoſed in Chriſt 
| Jeſus our Lord: whereby before the foundations 
of the world were laid, he hath conſtantly de- 
creed by bis counſel, ſecret to us, to deliver from 
curſe and damnation thoſe whom he hath choſen 
in Chrift out of mankind, and'to bring them by 
Chriſt to eyerlaſting ſalvation, as veſſels made to 
Honor. Here is a never-failing ſource of com- 
fort to a believing heart. Meditate, O my ſoul, 


upon it. Conſider, what God hath done for 
thee, 
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thee, and give him the glory of his precious love. 
Has he not called thee by his Spirit, working in” 
thee in due ſeaſon ? Haſt thou not obeyed the 
call? Doſt thou not depend upon the finiſhed 
work of God thy Saviour ; Art thou not juſtified 
freely by faith in him? Art thou not ſeeking 
daily to mortify the works of the fleſh, and thy 
earthly members, and that thy mind may be 
drawn up to high and heavenly things? Certainly 
theſe are goed proofs of the - purpoſes of the 
Father's love towards thee : becauſe theſe are 
the, happy effects of his purpoſes now taking 
place in thy ſoul. O How greatly ſhould this 
conſideration eſtabliſh and confirm thy faith of 
eternal ſalvation to be .enjoyed by Chrift, and 
thereby kindle thy love towards God. He has 
indeed drawn thee by the ſweet attraction of his 
Spirit unto himſelf, and he has explained to thee 
the motive for his ſo doing Yea, I have loved 
e thee with an everlaſting love, therefore with 
« loving kindneſs have I drawn thee.” His love 
diſcovered to thee in time is the fruit of his love 
before time: for the one is the effect of the other. 
If love had not been always in his heart towards 
thee, thy heart could never have been drawn in 
love to him. But he has drawn it. And thou 
art ſeeking to have it drawn more cloſely to him. 
Is it not thy daily with? O for more love to my 
gracious Father---what a love has he ſhewn to 


me---what a free, epd, everlaſting love! And 
yet, 
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et, alas! What poor returns do I make him? 
Ho Spirit of love, raiſe and exalt my affectlons, 
and let the confi deration of the wonderful love 
of f my heavenly Father to me increaſe mine to 
him, and let mine abound yet more and more in 


Knowledge and i in all ſenſible experience. 


The Holy Spirit, Who is the great teacher and 


* manifeſter of the Father's love, has revealed theſe 


properties of it in ſeripture for the eſtabliſhment 
of the faith of the children of God. He would 
have them believe aſſuredly, that God is their 
Father, not in name only, but in deed and” i in 


truth ; that he has the bowels of the tendereſt 


Parent, and that he freely, fully, everlaſtingly 
Joves them in. his dear Son. As he loves him, fo 
he loves them. He embraces the head and the 
members with the ſame. affection. And becauſe 
they can hardly believe this i in times of trial and 
trouble, the Holy Spirit would therefore fatisfy 
their hearts of it by diſcovering to them the un- 
changeableneſs of their Father's love, as it was 
been manifeſted in the divine covenant, and con- 
firmed with the divine oath. In both which the | 


witneſs of the Father to is children i is given in 


this manner have freely loved you, I have 
engaged to love you, and I will ever be mindful 


of my covenant engagemepts—as Tlive, faith the 
Lord, ] will loye you unto the end-—yea, I will 
bleſs you with all ſpiritual and eternal bleſſings i in 
s Chriſt 9 eſus---what he, your elder brother, is now 


in 
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in glory, that will my love make you---the moun- 
tains ſhall' depart, and the hills ſhall be removed; 
but my kindneſs ſhall not depart from you, neither 
ſhall the covenant of my peace be removed, faith 
the Lord, that hath mercy on ou. 
- Theſe are faithful ſayings, and worthy oh al 
pa O evil heart of unbeliet, What pre- 
tence haſt thou to reaſon againſſ the truth of 
them? O ye of little faith, wherefore do ye 
doubt of receiving the goodneſs. of them ? | Your 
Father is not a man, that he ſhould lie, neither the 
ſon of man that he ſhould alter his purpoſe, 
Hath he ſaid, and ſhall he not do it ? Or hath he 
ſpoken, and ſhall he not make it good? Yes, the 
purpoſe of his heart, ſpoken with bis mouth, 
| ſhall be made good with his arm: all his perfec- 
tions ſtand engaged to eſtabliſh his faithful word, 
and therefore it is a ſafe ground to build and reſt 
upon. Truſting to it the believer may boldly 
claim the promiſed. bleflings of his Father's love, 
and with a hope that will never make him aſham- 
ed he may expect a growing enjoyment of its fres 
coyenant and eternal bleflings. __ | 
Well then, O my ſoul, thou haſt td 
| the ſubje&. What are thy ſentiments of the 
love of the Father? Are they ſuch as the ſcrip- 
ture teaches ? Take heed of error. A little miſ- 
take here will have dreadful effects upon thy 
walk. Doſt thou believe, that thou, coming to 
the Father through faith in the life and death of 
; his 
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o-equal Son, art pardoned and juſtifled before 
him, and that this thy coming to the Father 
through the Son is from the grace of the Spirit ? 
Therefore the Three that bear record in heaven 
do witneſs to thy being an object of covenant 
love. Does this witneſs keep thy conſcience 
quiet, and thy heart happy? Canſt thou plead it 
againſt guilt and fear, and maintain the influence 
of it in dark and trying times? The love of thy 
beavenly Father is immutable : doſt thou expe- 
rienee it to be fo? It is everlaſting. Canſt thou 
depend upon it as ſuch? It has provided all 
bleſſings for thee in Jeſus: art thou receiving 
them out of his fulneſs, grace for grace? It is 
propoſed to thy faith in Jh xvii. and in Eph. iii. 
as a never failing ſpring of conſolation, Read 
and try, whether thou art practically acquainted 
with what is there written. Examine the cha- 
rafter of the Father's love ; and be aſſured what 
is not agreeable to it, is not the teaching of the 
Holy Spirit. His office in thy ſoul is to witneſs 
to what he has revealed in the ſcripture, to ex- 
plain it to thine underſtanding, to make it the 
ground of thy faith, and the enjoyment of thy 
heart. Doſt thou then underſtand, and believe, 
and enjoy the Father's love according to what 
the Holy Spirit has teſtified of it? 
Perhaps thou art clear in thine underſtanding, 
but through the weakneſs of thy faith haſt but 


little enjoyment of the love of God. Why is thy 
OT faith 
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faith weak ? Search into the cauſe (depend upon 
it God is not the cauſe), and having diſcovered 
it, inquire into the remedy. There is proviſion 
made in the covenant for all the infirmities of thy 
faith: for it was well ordered in all things and 
ſure, and thy faith was well ordered and ſure - 
infallible ſecurities were provided in the covenant 
to make it ſure. That thou ſhouldſt have it, that 
thou ſhouldſt keep it, and keep it too unto. the 
end, the bleſſed Trinity have engaged by their 
immutable counſel, and their immutable oath. 
Therefore thou art now kept by the power of 

God through faith unto ſalvation. The power 
of God, which is thy keeper, has given thee 
faith, and keeps thy faith, that it fail not. Thou 
and it are well kept. A covenant God has the 
charge of both. Almighty loye watches over 
thee, and underneath are the everlaſting arms. 

Till theſe fail, thy faith cannot fail. O what 
powerful motives are theſe to induce thee to be- 
lieve without wavering! Conſider them carefully. 
And may the Lord render them the means of 
ſtrengthening thy faith, and of thereby enabling 
thee to cleave more cloſely in love to thy heavenly 
Father. 

It may be thou art hindered from living by 
unſhaken faith, becauſe thou haſt ſo little love to 
God—-he ought to have all thy heart and ſoul, 
and mind and ſtrength, but it grieves thee to ob- 


ſerve what a ſmall part he has of them. This 
| mT view 


4 
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view is always humbling. Our love at beſt j; 
not what it ought to be. It is not conſtant : it 
ebbs and flows. It is not perfect: the fleſh 
luſteth always contrary to the Spirit. It is not 
what God deſerves, as payment for love receiy- 
ed : who will compute” the full value of his love 
to one redeemed ſinner? On earth it ſarpaſſeth 
| knowledge. In heavervit ſurpaſſeth all returns of 
praiſe.” The higheſt [love-'of glorified ſaints is 
| only acknowledgement, but not payment. They 
are perfectly humble, and therefore willing that 
God ſhould have all the glory of their falvation. 
To him they aſeribe it. The ſame mind in thee 
would refine” thy love, and make it ſomething 
like their's. When thou art conſidering thy love 
to God, and aſhamed at the fight of it, then look 
At his. Look eſpecially at his, when thine is 
little. Believing views of his will increafe thine. 
Thine has nothing elſe to excite it, or to nouriſh it. 
Thou art not called upon to warm thyſelf with the 
ſparksof thy love to God, but withthe pure conſtant 
flame of his love to thee. His is to keep up thine. 
His is the firſt cauſe, and thine is but the effect. 
The experience of his will heal all the infirmities 
of thine. When thy love is little, unſettled, cold, 
and dull, then ſtudy the divine properties of his: 
theſe rightly- underſtood will increaſe, ſettle, 
warm, and actuate thine aſſections. By believ- 
ing meditation thou wilt find a pardon provided 
fer thy little love: a ſenſe of it will comfort 
8 thy 
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thy « conſcience. - Thy heart will g grow hot with. 
in thee: : while thou art muſing the fire will 
kindle. It will break out. Thou wilt ſpeak 
with thy tongue praiſe and che to ee 
We God and Father. tous 

Thou art willing then; © O my foul, and realy 

to ſet out to follow thy God. Under the influence 
of the Holy Spirit thou haſt choſen him for thy 
portion, and in a conſtant dependence upon His 
grace thou haſt taken his way for thy daily walk. 
How great is the love, wherewith he loveth thee! 
Survey it. Meaſure, if thou canſt, the dimen- 
ſions of it in thine own particular caſe. The 
more thou art acquainted with it, the readier 
wilt thou be to give him all the glory of it, , and 
to make ſuch acknowledgements as theſe: 
"I ſpeak the truth in Chaiſt, I lie not, my con- 
ſcience” bearing me witneſs in the Holy Ghoſt, 
that being juſtified by faith I have found peace, 
and free acceſs to a reconciled God. We are 
agreed, and now I defire to walk with him. He 
is my Father in Jeſus, and I know he has bowels 
of the tendereſt affection for me. I ought not, it 
would be baſe in me, to queſtion it, ſince he has 
ſhed his love abroad in my heart by the Holy 
Ghoſt: Who has made me of one mind, of one 
heart, and of one way with himſelf. His way is 
become mine: for he has reconciled me to it by 
cauſing f me to ſee, that he choſe me freely, as an 
2 of his electing love, that he gave his Son 

| to 


to ſiniſh ſalvation work for me, and that he has 
now given his Spirit to me, who has called me, 
and given me ears to hear, who has beſtowed on 
me faith and hope, and has enabled me to look 
upon theſe as fruits of the Father's covenant 
grace, and everlaſting favor. O what exceeding 
riches of love are theſe ! If I would declare and 
ſpeak of them, they are more than can be num- 
bered. What am I, that I ſhould be accepted in 
the. beloved. ? His Father mine. He ſees me, 
Joves me, yea bleſſes me in him. My title is 
clear to all ſpiritual bleſſings, becauſe God being 
my God in Jeſus, all things are mine. He will 
make them all work together for my good. He 
that withheld not. his own Son, but gave him for 
me, how ſhall he not with him freely give me all 
things? Haying his free grant of them in the 
word. of promiſe, and truſting to his faithfulneſs, 
1 have ſet out to walk with my divine Friend and 
Father, hoping to enjoy his loving. preſence all 
the way to heaven. I would not aim at getting 
any new title to his love, but to have new enjoy 
ment. Every day I am ſeeking for more know- 
ledge, and for more experience of his abundant 
love to me in his beloved Son. And for this end 
I would walk clofe with him in his way-—not to 

buy his love, it is-ineſtimable—not to merit it, 

free grace and merit cannot ſtand together not 
| that I may deſerve it for my walk, but may freely 

receive it of him in my walk-—not that he may 


give 
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give it me "up walking with Um but that in 
walking with him 1 may enjoy what he has al- 
ready given me. His love is a free gift. I would 
by faith enjoy it i in time, as I hope by ſenſe to en- 
joy it in eternity. Whatever bleſſing, ſtrength, 
victory, or comfort, J ſtand in need of, I lock to 
the fulneſs, which he has laid up in Jeſus, and 
from thence I receive it. I read my title to it, 
and I take poſſeſſion of it, for nothing done in me 
or by me, now or at any other time, but only in 
or for the free grace of his Father and my Father. 
While T can live thus by ſimple faith I find I am 
enabled to £0 on well. The ſenſe of his free, 
covenant, everlaſting love keeps my heart happy, 
and makes walking with him my delight. O 
that he may enable me to preſs forward, that I 
may hold my confidence, and the rejoicing of 
my hope ſtedfaſt unto the end! And why need 
J doubt of it, fince he has me in his keeping? 
His love has bound itſelf to me by covenant en- 
gagements, which are my full ſecurity for what 
he has declared, J will never leave des n nor 
* forfake thee.” | $7.92 

Theſe deſires, I am betbaded are from ties, 
O Father of mercies. I could never have ſought 
my happineſs i in thy love, unleſs thou ET 
loved me, O grant me then the defires of 
heart. What thy good Spirit has put me upon 
ſeeking, let x me 3 bis grace find 3 He 
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thy people through the life and death of Jeſus. 
It has been giyen me on his behalf to believe 
this. I have therefore taken; thee for my God 
and my portion, and iT. would ſo walk with thee 
as to obtain a growing. knowledge and experi- 
ence of thy loxe. For this cauſe I bow. my. knees 
_ unto thee, holy Father. 0 hear and anſwer the 
prayer of faith. Giye me grace to walk with 
thee in love all the way to glory. I aſk it in the 
name of Jeſus: for thou art the F athor. of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, of whom 1 the. whole family i in 
heaven and earth is named. One 2 ather, one 
family, one love. Thou receiveſt all thy ehil- 
dren, whether i in heaven or earth, into the ſame 
Near relation, and embraceſt them with the fame 
dear affection i in thy beloyed Son. 0 Tut 
mercy is this! Bleſſed, for ever bleſſed be thy 
fatherly love, which choſe me to be of thy ami, 
and which has Urne me to know that I am a 
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to walk worthy of my, high calling. 0 grant me 
then according to the riches of thy glory, (out of 
thine, infinite treaſury of grace, and to the praiſc 
of the, glory of thy grace) to. be ſtrengthened 
with might by thy. Spirit in the i inner man. He 
is the promiſe of the Fa ather. All thy children 
have their new birth, and every ,. faculty of 
| the new man from him, and by the working of 
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his mighty. power. they: Fre kept, a8 Well. as re- 
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newed day by day: for without him they can do 
nothing. Of this he has thoroughly convinced 
me. I know I cannot call thee Father, nor be- 
lieve in thee, nor love thee, but by thy Spirit. 

O my God, ſtrengthen me effectually by his 
grace in the inner man, for every purpoſe of ſpi- 
ritual life. Whatever he has engaged to do in 
thy children, let him do it in me, that through 
his preſence and power Chriſt may dwell in my 
heart by faith. O let him continually diſcover to 
me mine intereſt in Chriſt, and open to me the 
exceeding riches of thy love in him. Holy 
Father, let thy good Spirit abide with me, that I 
may know for certain Chriſt is one with me, and 
I am one with him, and may thereby be able ta 
maintain conſtant fellowſhip with him-—he dwell- 
ing in me and I in him. O may I thus live con- 
tinually by the faith of the Son of God, depend- 
ing always for acceptance with thee upon his 
atonement and his righteouſneſs, and ſo may find 
the happy fruit of his prayer to thee—“ O righ- 
«* teous Father, I have declared to my diſciples 
thy name, and will declare it, that the love, 
« wherewith thou loveſt me, may be in them, and 
- I in them.” Thou didſt hear, thou haſt an- 
{wered times out of number, the requeſt. of thy 
beloved Son. Lord God anſwer it to me. Let 
me rejoice in thy love, and find it to be the ſame 
to me, as to him, Let thy good Spirit root me 


and ground 1 me in the Know ledge of thy love to | 
| me 
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me in Jeſus. O grant me to be deeply rooted in 

the experience — it, that my faith working by 

love may bring forth much fruit to thy glory, and 

F may become ſo grounded in love, as to ſtand 

unſhaken, like a houſe built upon a rock, againſt 

every attack made upon my love to thee. O my 

God and F ather, my heart is naked and open to 

thee. Thou knoweſt the ſecrets of it. Thou 

ſeeſt how fervently I pray for the abiding pre- 
| fence of the Holy Spirit. My prayer comes from 

a feeling ſenſe of my want of him, and from a 
dependence on thy promiſe to give the Spirit to 

them that aſk him. Lord, I aſk. Grant me to 

be ſtrengthened by him with every needful gift 
and grace in the inner man. Send him to mani- 
feſt plainer and plainer my union with Jeſus, in 
order to my keeping up communion with him : 

that having him dwelling in my heart by faith, 

I may be ſo eſtabliſhed in the experience of thy 

love to me in him, as to be able to comprehend 

with all ſaints, what is that breadth, and length, 
and depth, and height of thy love. All the 
ſiaints comprehend it. But the ſaints below leſs 
than they above. And ſome of them below com- 
prehend more than others. I know but little: 

O my God, increaſe my knowledge of thy love in 
Jeſus. Whereunto I have attained, eſtabliſh 
me; and keep me preſſing forward for clearer 

diſcoveries of it. Help me to ſurvey it, ſo far as 


faith is able, in its moſt glorious dimenſions, and 
| bs 
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to praiſe thee for mine experience, of its rich 
mercies. Holy Father, teach me ſtill more by 
thy Spirit of the boundleſs freeneſs, and of the 
endleſs fulneſs of thy love---let me know thy 
love in Chriſt, which paſſeth knowledge. Al- 
though I cannot know it, as it is, my limited 

underſtanding being incapable of meaſuring the 
infinity of thy love, yet for this very reaſon. let 
me be daily ſtudying to know more of it-grow- 
ing up into Chriſt Jeſus by faith—abounding in 
hope by the power of the Holy Ghoſt—-and in- 
creaſing in the love of God. Holy, bleſſed, and 
glorious Trinity, let me thus partake of the ful- 
neſs of grace below, grace for grace, till I par- 
take of the fulneſs of glory above—that I may 
be filled with all the fulneſs which is of God, 
with which thou haſt promiſed to fill thy chil- 
dren in earth and heaven. O magnify thy love 
towards me according to its greatneſs, and not 
according to my deſerts, or to my prayers. I 
know thou canſt do exceeding abundantly above 
all thatI can aſk or think, according to the power 
that worketh effectually in me. Thy power en- 

gaged to act for me is the ſupport of my faith, 
and mine encouragement in my prayer. It is an 
infinite and almighty power, which has graciouſſy 
begun, and has hitherto proſperouſly carried on 
the good work in my ſoul. To it all things are 
poſſible. Lord forbid I ſhould doubt of thy grant- 
ing the petitions, which I have been offering up 

. : Q _ unto 
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- unts thee in thy Son's name. That which thou 
haſt promiſed, thou art able ts perform. O my 
God and Father, ſet thy power to work more 
effeQually in me. Let the Spirit of might en- 
large my thoughts of, and my faith i in, thy pre- 
eious love. Let me experience daily, how much 
more thou art able to do, than I have yet obtain- 
ed; to give, than I have yet aſked; to increaſe, 
than I have yet thought. And whatever increaſe 
thou giveſt, may it draw out mine affections in 
greater love to thee, and to thy ways, and ſo be 
the means of bringing more glory to thee. For 
thy love in Jeſus the whole family in heaven and 
earth is aſeribing honor and praiſe. Accept my 
thanks, holy Father, together with theirs. To 
thee be glory in the church by Chriſt Jeſus 
throughout all ages world without end. Amen. 
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The believer goes on ſucceſsfully, while he walks by 
faith in 4 conflant dependence upon his reconciled 
| God, and "_ Father, 


Tin E jekdinig elfte upon which he ſets out 
is this. God is my God and Father. He is per- 
fectly reconciled unto me, and my conſcience is 
at peace with him through faith in his beloved 
Son. He loves me in him. He has manifeſted 
it plainly to me, and now my heart would cleave 
to him as my moſt tender parent. I would reſt 
in my love to him as he reſts in his love to me. It 
is entirely through the grace of the eternal Spirit, 
that T have been enabled thus to believe in the 
finiſhed work of Jeſus, and to experience the 
Father's love in him. By which means I have 
been ſatisfied of the love of the ever- bleſſed Tri- 
nity to my ſoul. Father, Son, and Spirit have 
covenanted to make me an heir of God, and a 
joint heir with Chriſt: From my belief and expe. 
rience of theſe truths I have been enabled to 
chooſe God for my portion. His will is become 
mine. His appointed way is my courſe; and 
now I deſire ſo to walk with him, as to maintain 
in my conſcience the peace of God, and in my 
. Cay of God. I do not expect any new 

Q 2 title 
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title to thoſe ineſtimable graces. My claim 
good and valid under Chriſt. I would not dif. 
parage it by ſuppoſing, that my cloſe walk with 
God was to make any atonement for my ſins, or to 
be the leaſt part of my juſtifying righteouſneſs; 
IL have thefe already, and perfectly too in Jefus. 
The enjoyment of them js. the thing I Want. I 
am ſeeking for more of that peace with, and love 
to; the Father; to which I am, entitled in his 
Son. His fulneſs, the fulneſs of him that filleth 
all in all, is mine. A free grant of it has paſſed 
in the court of heaven, has been revealed in the 
record of truth, and I by: believing have ac- 
cepted the grant. I am in poſſeſſion of its pri- 
vileges, and am enjoying its bleſſings. On the 
fulnefs of Jeſus I live this day. Out of it I 
hope to be receiving every grace, which I ſhall 
want for my ſafe and happy walk with his 
Father and my Father. Bleſs; the Lord, O my 
ſoul, for what thou knoweſt and haſt experienced 
of his abundant grace: -which;has enabled thee 
thus to refolve to walk with thy reconeiled God 
and loving Father. This day thou art called up- 
on to maintain peace with him in t hy conſcience, 
and love to him in thy heart; peace like his, 
flowing from the ſenſe of being perfectly recon- 
ciled to thee— love like his, the happy fruit of 
his unchangeable love to thee. Whatever thou 
meeteſt with in thy work or warfare ought not 

to leſſen,” but RR to exerciſe and to improve 
4, 4 thoſe 


faith depends up 
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thoſe graces. Never forget that he is thy God- 


the God of peace. He ſtands related to thee. in 


the deareſt and moſt indiſſolubie bond of love: 
He is thy Father in Jeſus. Keep the ſenſe of 
this always freſh upon thy mind, and thy ſteps 


will be ordered aright. Nothing will be able to 


ſtop thee in the way to heaven, or to ſeduce thee 


out of it; but every thing will bring thee forward. 


Whilſt thou canſt maintain peace and love, thou 
wilt go on -proſperouſly againſt guilt and ſelf- 
righteouſneſs, againſt the wiles and aſſaults of thy 
ſpiritual foes, againſt the world which lieth in 
wickednefs, and againſt every inward and out- 
ward trial. The Lord being on thy ſide, all 
theſe ſhall work together under him for thy good, 

and they: ſhall be the means of making thee walk 
ſafely in the way, and of bringing thee happily 
ta the end of it. The apoſtle has given us the 


Whole plan in feẽw words WE WAL E, ſays 
he, By: FAITH, and not by ſigh t.“ We di- 


rect our chriſtian courſe by believing, and not 
by ſeeing. Faith is tous the evidence of things 
not ſeen} and the ground of our hoping to en- 
oy them We believe upon the authority of 
God's word, that they are what he deſcribes 
them to be: for faith, as a grace of the Spirit, 


75 conſiſts i in giving credit to What God ſays. If i It 


be a truth propoſed to the underſtanding, faith re- 
lies upon the infallible word, if it be a promiſe, 
n:the arm of God to make it 
good. 
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good. And whatever he ſy W faith 
(hen it is as it ſhould be) does not ſtagger at 
difficulties, but reſts fully perſuaded, that what 
God hath promiſed, he is able alſo to perform. 
Faith looks at the word ſpoken, and overlooks 
ſeeming impoſſibilities: Tus sAITH THE Lok 
that is enough for faith—-full of fatisfying evi- 
dence: for it knows, that to ſpeak and to do 
are the ſame thing with an unchangeable God. 
How many errors in judgment, and conſe- 
quent miſtakes in practice, prevail at this day, 
chiefly ariſing from confounding faith with its 
fruits; and from not diftinguiſhing between the 
word of God believed, and what will follow upon 

believing it aright. » Thus ſome make aſſurance 
to be of the eſſence of faith, others make appro- 
priation, and many make it conſiſt in an im- 
preſſion upon the mind, that Chriſt loved me, 
and gave himſelf for me. Theſe are fruits: what 
faith ſhould produce, but not what it is. Theſe 
are effects of faith working, and not definitions 
of the nature of faith. A believer ſnould be ex- 
horted to make his calling and election ſure: for 
it is his privilege. He ought to give all diligence 
to attain aſſurance, to appropriate Chriſt with 
all his bleſſings to himſelf, and to be clearly per- 
ſuaded that Chriſt loved him and gave himſelf 
for him. Theſe are bleed fruits of believin g. 
May God give his people more of them. But 


| then the tree muſt de dn khe fruits, and the 
1 fr uits 


— 
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fruits grow upon the tree. Faith is firſt, and 
faith derives its being from þelieving the word of 
God, and all its fruits are continued acts of be- 

lieving. And when you hear of believing, do 

you not always think of ſomething ſpoken? You 

cannot ſeparate theſe two in your mind. Some · 

thing has been ſaid and propoſed to you before 
your belief can be called for. If nothing has been 
faid, belief has no exerciſe. Faith and the word 
of God therefore are related, as the effect and 
the cauſe: becauſe faith cometh by hearing, and 
hearing by the word of God. What God hath 
ſpoken in his word demands belief from all that 
hear it. When faith cometh by hearing it, then 
we aſſent to the truth of what God has ſaid, and 
we rely upon his faithfulneſs to make good what, 
he has promiſed. Aſſurance is this faith grown 
to its full ſtature, but we are not born fix feet 
high. Appropriation is a very comfortable act- 
ing of faith, when a man is perſuaded of his in- 
| tereſt in covenant. mercies: and, from what he 
then feels, can fay, Chriſt loved me and gave 
himſelf for me; but he has not this comfort in 
times of heavineſs, he may be walking in dark- 
neſs and having no light, yea in the hidings of 
the Lord's countenance, and yet even then he may 
truſt ſimply to what God hath ſpoken ; which is 
true faith, and more exalted faith, than that 
which draws its evidence from its appropriating 
acts and its preſent experience, The more 3 
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man truſts to ſenſe, the leſs he lives by faith : for 
fenfible feelings are not faith. Impreſſions are 


not believing. J fee the ſun; J hear a ſound; 
1 faith has no place in theſe in- 
tances. Its eſſence is believing and truſting 
what 0000 hath ſpoken. If his word be eller 
ed, and by believing, the conſcience find peace, 
and the Heart j joy: ' Theſe are joy and peace 1N 
believing.” "They come from believing ; are its 
effects; Wand no more enter into the eſſence of 
faith, than comfortable feelings do into the eſ- 
ſence of man. He is as truly a 0, when mi 
—_— as he is when comfortable. 
Theſe miſtakes ſhould be carefully guarded 
a8 finn, becauſe they are chiefly pernicious to 


the children of God; who are kept by them 


from growing up into aſſurance, into appropria- 
tion, and into the ſenſible experience of God's 


love to them in Chriſt Jeſus. They are puzzled 


they are miſled, by being told they have no 
faith, if they have not aſſurance, &c. They ex- 
amine themſelves, but cannot find any ſuch 
fath. This diſcourages them. They are tempt- 
ed to think they hive” no true faith, becauſe they 


Have not what certain perfons talk of. But if 
they would adhere ſtrictly to the word of God, 


and would take their ideas from it, they would 


fee how fimple and plain a thing belie teving 1 and 


would ſoon be fatisfied that they were true be- 


brag Which convietionwouldhavemany bleſſed 


effects, 
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effolts; eſpetially'theſs==itivould put them upon 
ſeeking for an increaſe of faith, and upon expect- 
ing the proper fruits of faith. What nouriſhes 
faith, ripens them: for they cannot be produced 
fo long as perſons are doubting whether they have 
any faith at all. They would ſee how deſirable 
it is to believe without doubt or wavering, what 
honor it puts upon God's word, what comfort it 
brings to them. And they would be waiting in 
the appointed means for grace to maintain, for 
grace to improve their faith, that they may be 
going on from faith to faith. While this was 
their end and aim, faith in act and exerciſe, 
maintained and improved, would bring in daily 
growing evidence of their being indeed partakers 
of the faith of God's elect. Living by faith, 

walking by faith, would demonſtrate to them 
their ſpiritual life and walk, as plainly as natural 
life and walk can be demonſtrated ke 18 80 out- 
ward actions. { 

Here is great FREY O my ſoul, to read the 
ſcripture, and to pray for the Spirit of wiſdom. 
Read, pray much; leſt thou ſhouldeſt err con- 
cerning the faith. Every error will be a ſtumb- 
ling block in the way of thy holy walk, and make 

thee tired of it, or ſeduce thee out of it. Let it 
be one of thy daily petitions, Lord, fave 'me 

from all miſtakes concerning the faith of the 
Goſpel; and let the word of God, by which 


n cometh - and Sroweth be thy — ſtudy. 
- This 
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This is thy preſent buſineſs, Now ſet out, truſt. 
ing to what God hath ſpoken, and relying ON 
what he hath promiſed. On this principle pro- 
ceed; as it is laid down by the apoſtle, Col. ii. 6. 
« As ye have therefore received Chriſt Jeſus the 
Lord, ſo walk ye in him.” He is expreſſing 
his joy at his beholding their order, and the ſted- 
faſtneſs of their faith in Chriſt, and he would 
teach them how to maintain their faith through: 
ont their chriſtian courſe, - How did you receive 
Chriſt at firſt ? Was it not by believing ? Re- 
ceiving Chriſt and believing in him are in 
John i. 12, ſuppoſed to mean the ſame thing, 
And in John xvii. 20, 21, our Lord ſays, that they 
who believe in him through the word are one with 
him. Chriſt then is received by faith, and by 
the ſame faith, by the belief of the ſame word of 
God, we walk in him, ſo as to be rooted and 
grounded and eſtabliſhed in the faith. Our walk 
is in him, not any thing diſtinct from him; but 
is the effect of union with him, By him we 
live, in him we walk—rooted in him, we grow, 
as a branch in the vine built up in him, we are 
fixed as a building on a ſure foundation, and 
thereby we become eſtabliſhed and ſtrengthened 
in the faith. Every ſtep we take is by faith, by 
the ſame faith, wherewith Chriſt was received. 
He muſt be received always, as he was received 
once, There is no change of object, and there 
muſt be no change of faith, but the ſame con- 
tinued 
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tinued truſt on his word, and the ſame 0 
ence on his promiſed ſtrength. We never ſet 
out to walk with a reconciled God till We are 
one with Chriſt by faith, and know our union with 
him, and our walk is in conſequence of this. If 
we go on at all it is by communion with him. 
We can receiye only out of his ſulneſs grace for 
grace, to make us willing and able to go for- 
ward. Our fellowſhip with him is in every part 
and in every moment of our walk, and this is as 
neceſſary as our fellowſhip with the air and ele» 
ments of this world is to every thing that con- 
cerns/our natural walk, Our wiſdom to guide 
our ſteps, our progreſs in the way, our courage 
and ſtrength, our warfare and victory, every 
grace and every bleſſing is received by faith, and 
is the eſſect of our communion with Jehovah 
Jeſus. We truſt in his word, we rely on his 
arm, we wait on his faithfulneſs, and ſo go for- 
ward: for he makes good what he had promiſed 
to give us in our walk, which confirms the peace 
of God, eſtabliſhes our hearts inthe love of God, 
increaſes our faith, and thereby makes our daily 
walk TP" comfortable: to us * more e 
to him. 4 444 
But if faith conſiſt in W and wee 
the word of God, it may be inquired, how ſhall 
we know the difference between true and falſe, 
between dead and living faith. It may be 
known from the cauſe. The fruit of the Spirit 
is 
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is faith. He produces it. It is his gift, béſtow 
ed by his operation, continued hy his power, 
Increaſed by his bleſſing, and carried on to the 
end, by his never leaving nor forfaking his own 
Work. And he makes it known to be his: He 
gives eyes to ſee it, and hearts to acknowledge 
it. Therefore the apoſtle ſays of them who have 
receivedethe Spirit of God, that they x NO the 
things which are freely given to them of God; 
by faith they . both know 'the-reality; and alſo 
taſte the ſweetneſs NETS ew "Ns! OV” . 
grace. aid vivo of ei bliovwr ef! to 

It may be&known'ffom Ms effocke Dead falt 
. brings forth nothing! Living faith is fruitful, 
it produces a hearty ↄtruſt in the truth of what 
God . hath ſpoken, andi à quiet reliance on the 
faithfulneſs of what God hath promiſed. It 
gives him'credit forcthe finifhed falvation of his 
Son, and puts honour upon his record concern- 
ing it; hereby peace is received into the con- 
ſcience, and love into the heart. Upon which 
there follows a ſettled dependence upon this re- 
conciled God, and loving Father for the fulfill 
ing of every promiſe, and thisd is improved by 
daily experience. He that truſteth in the Lord 
is never confounded! God is faithful. His 
promiſes cannot fail. Bleſſed is the man that 
truſteth in him. The Lord God will be a fun 
and ſhield unte him wel wes: will * bim 
| Brace S glatyet od T Stunt oft mod 1 


22 5 


WALEk o FAITH. 253 


As for the hypocrites, it is not ſo with them. 
The holy ſpirit was not the author of their faith. 
It was a fancy of their own, formed in their 
heads without any warrant from God. There 
was no life im it, and no living effects from it. 
There was the form, and nothing more. They 
made a profeſſion, but never came to any enjoy- 
ment. They had no vital union, and therefore 
they could not have any real communion with 
Chriſt. They could not, as the apoſtle expreſſes 
it, walk IR him, and therefore in the hour of 
temptation they fell away, and came to nothing. 
Take heed then, O my foul, of miſtakes. Ex- 
amine carefully of what ſort thy faith is. Bring 
it to the ſtandard of ſexipture ; and ſee what 
went before believing-ſee whether thou doſt 
now from thy heart believe what God hath 
ſpoken wait for the effects. Doſt thou ſo truſt 
his word, as to take him for thy God and thy 
portion? Art thou walking with him? And art 
thou depending on him to beſtow the promiſed 
graces and bleſſings on thee in thy walk? If 
this be thine experience; thou art ſet out well; 
go on. Remember where every thing relating 
to thy walk is to be had. The Father's love has 
laid it all up in the Son's fulneſs, and, it is the 
office of the holy Spirit to teach thee how to re- 
ceive out of it grace for grace. He teaches by 
his word. With this in thy hand, and his light 
au thine underſtanding, read and ſtudy what he 
S od has 


# 4 : 
* E 
N N =o”. > 2 
* 


254 watx or ra- 


has promiſed thee for thy ſafe, happy, and holy 

walk. Take no ſtep without the direction of his 
word, and expect at every ſtep; that he will 
make good to thee what he has promiſed. - Thou 
wilt very ſoon find the neceſſity of this depen- 
dence upon him: for ere thou haſt well begun 
thy walk, thou wilt be called upon to exerciſe 
_ thy faith and put it to trial. Thou wilt meet 
with many things in thee averſe to this holy 
walk ; and many more to diſtreſs thee in it. The 
body of ſin, the old man, the fleſh, with its 
_ affeftions and luſts are ſtill in thee. It is of their 
nature to be luſting, and to be always putting 
forth ſome of their filthy motions, in order to 
draw thee to walk after the fleſh, and not after 
the Spirit. The tempter helps them all he can. 
He knows how to improve them to his own in- 
tereſt : and if from what is paſſing within thee, 
there be a ſight and ſenſe of fin; then if he can 
get thee to look at it in his view, he will act up- 
on thy legal and ſelf-righteous tempers, and will 
inje& ſuch vile inſinuations as theſe aging: ue 
Lord and againſt his Chriſt - 

How is it that I am yet the ſubject of fin? K 
is ſtill in me. It cleaves to me, as the fleſh to 
my bones, and it mixes ſo with my duties, that 
J cannot perform them without it. I fometimes 
fear J am nothing but fin. When I attempt to 
walk with God, ere I ſet out, ſomething evil 
ariſes within me, and ſtops ine. Some proud 


yy 5 unbelieving 


+ 


WAE GF FATTH. | 255 


imbelieving thought, ſome ſenſual affection, ſome 
worldly diſpoſition, fome corruption or other is 
ever at hand to hinder my courſe. What then 
muſt I think of myſelf? I ſcarce know what: 
Things, I ſee, do not grow better. I have been 
long hoping for it; but I find there ſtill dwelleth 
no good thing in me: fo that I am almoſt ready 
to queſtion the truth of my grace, and it is with 
great difficulty I can _ up any een in 1 


conſcience. 
When the believer is penal in this manner, 


(and who is not at ſome time or other) how is 
he to defend himſelf? Will his ſkilfulneſs in the 
word of righteouſneſs, and his faith in the word 
of reconciliation keep him ſafe in the hour of 
temptation? Yes. By the grace of the holy Spi- 
fit the leſſons before learnt will be enforced, and 
brought into uſe. This is the time to maintain 
faith in the atonement, and in the righteouſneſs 
of the God-man. Now it is to be tried in the 
fire; and it is put to the trial, that it may come 
out of it, like gold, proved to be ſterling metal, 
and refined from its droſs---better in every reſpect 
for having gone through the fire. The trial of 
faith is far more precious than that of gold which 
periſheth, It is therefore put into the furnace, 
that the . believer may know the truth of it, and 
may experience the bleſſings of it. Faith con- 
flicting with unbelief is a good fight--ſometimes 
IN but always profitable. The fleſh: may be 
a weak 


— 


256 WALK or PAITH., 


weak _ ready to yield, faith may be hard put 
to it, but victory is certain. During the battle 
the warrior is invincible in the whole armour of 
God: He takes to him the ſhield of faith, and 
holds it up againſt the fiery darts of ſatan. He 
draw out the fword of the Spirit, which is the 
word of God, and with it he defeats ſatan. He 
conſults or remembers a ſcripture ſuitable to his 
preſent caſe, and this being ſet, home by the 
cd Spirit puts an end to the engagement, and 
sſtores' and ſettles ſweet peace in the conſcience. 
How: often has he applied the following paſſage, 
which the Lord ſpeaks concerning his true Iſrac- 
lites, Jer. xxxii. 38, 39, 40, 41. They SHALL 
„ be my people, and I WILL be their God, and 
% will give them one heart, and one way, that 
they may fear me rox EVER, for the good of 
« them, and of their children after them, and I 
cr will make an everlaſting covenant for them, 
„that I will not turn away from them to do 
them good; but I will put my fear into their 
e hearts that they ſhall not depart from me; 
be "News 1 will cond over a to Od; hem 


Wbat eee 18 . in this 8 { i- 
ture? Every ſentence has an argument in it, 
tending to eſtabliſh peace with God, and to 
maintain it in the midſt of war. How quieting 
and ſatisfying to the troubled conſcience in his 
covenant purpoſe? “ They $KALL be my peo- 
4 cc ples 
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ee ple, and I WILL be their God.“ They ſhall, 
becauſe L will. My wall ſhall make them will- 
ing. And in the day of my power, when my 
purpoſe takes place, I will give them one heart, 
turned to myſelf, and one; way, to walk with me 
by faith, as obedient children with their loving 
Father. This I will do for them that they may. 
fear me FOR EVER, that the fear of offending 
me may rule aways and by all means in their 
hearts. 7 

0 what promiſes are theſe | What can weak 
faith require farther to ſilence its doubts ? How 
great is the goodneſs of God to his children, 
who knowing their frame, and whereof they are 
made, for the good of them, and of their chil- 
dren after them, has laid ſuch a foundation for 
their faith, that they may build on it and not be 
afraid, yea ſtanding on it they may fight the good 
fight of faith, aſſured of victory. 

I will make, ſays their God, an everlaſting 
covenant for them, a covenant. ordered in all 
things and ſure by the counſel and oath of the 
bleſſed Trinity, ; the two immutable things, in 
which it is impoſſible God ſhould lie: the moun- 
tains ſhall depart and the hills ſhall be remoyed, | 
but my kindneſs ſhall not depart from them, 
neither ſhall the covenant of my peace be xe- 
moyed, faith the Lord, that hath mercy on 
them. My covenant was made for them, and 
hall be made good to them, As I live, faith | 

Vor. J. R the 


the Lord, I will not turn away from them to do 
them good. I will never change my purpoſe, 
nor alter the word that is gone out of my mouth. 
I mean nothing but good to them. My heart is 
fixed upon it. And I will not leave the event 
to them. They ſhall not have the management 
of my purpoſes, nor have any power to defeat 
them. My will to do them good ſhall not de- 
pend on their will, or on their faithfulneſs, or 
on any thing in themſelves. I have taken all 
their concerns into nine own hands, and I will 
conduct them all to the praiſe of-the glory of 
mine own grace. I will put my fear into their 
hearts, that they ſhall not depart from me. 
they SHALL not depart from me. They are not 
the cauſe of their not departing, but I am. I 
have taken it upon myſelf.” I will give them 
grace to walk cloſe with me, and to fear mc 
always. I have covenanted for. all, the means 
as well as'the end, and J will keep them by my 
almighty power, till they receive the end of their 
faith, even the ſalvation of their ſouls. © Yea, 
„ I Will rejoice: over them to do them good.” 
This confirms all the reſt. His purpoſe of doing 
them good, his executing it, his continuing it, 
Bis increaſing it throngh time and through eter- 
nity; is a matter of rejoicing to the Lord God. 
He delights in it. It always was, and always 
will be the joy of his heart, his crown and glory. 
He will not, he cannot be deprived of his joy. 
Conſider 
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Confider this, thou poor diſtreſſed ol, who art 
in heavineſs through manifold temptations; and 
ready to faint through the weakneſs of thy faith. 
Take courage. Thy ſalvation is ſafe. Thy Father, 
who is in heaven rejoices in it: he will ſave: he 
will rejoice over thee with joy, he will reſt in his 

love; he will joy over thee with ſinging. And 
his joy too ſhall be thine. As ſure as God is in 
Zion, thou ſhalt return and come to Zion with 
ſongs, and everlaſting joy upon thy head, thou 
ſhalt: obtain joy and gladneſs; and ſorrow and 
ſighing ſhall flee away for ever. 

O what a diſcovery is here of: the ever loving 
heart of our heavenly Father! What more could 
he promiſe in order to put an end to all ſtrife in 
the conſciences of his afflicted children! He has 
engaged in a covenant of peace to do good, 
nothing but good, to them. He has undertaken 
the whole of the covenant--what was to be done 
in them, as well as for them to work out; to 
apply, and to ſecure their ſalvation. It is his un- 
changeable purpoſe, not to depart from them, 
and not to ſuffer them to depart from him, but he 
will rejoice in doing them good, and that for ever. 
This ſcripture, when underſtood and applied by 
the holy Spirit is received as full evidence of the 
unchangeable love of God to his children, and 
then ĩt quiets their troubled minds. They can 
believe God to be their God ſtill in an unchange- 
able covenant, and they become ſatisfied: that he 

1 OO has 
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has made them, and will keep them his people 
for ever. When they can thus mix faith with 
the promiſe, it then becomes the means of their 
reſting on the faithful arm of God in the hour of 
temptation, and of their finding him ſtill a 
of peace: whereby peace is eſtabliſhod in their 
conſciences, and multiplied in their hearts. They 
learn to put more truſt in him, as their perfectly 
reconciled Father, and to approach him with 
more holy filial confidence. The trial of their 
faith, ſharp,as it was, yet has done them great 
good. It has proved their peace and has con- 
firmed it. They know now well that it is the 
peace of God ; and they have been taught how 
to maintain it. War makes good ſoldiers. The 
trials of their grace are for their improvement of 
grace. Their peace has been therefore ſhaken, 
like a new planted tree, that it may take deeper 
and faſter root. Being thus ſtrengthened in the 
faith, and having the peace of God ruling in 
their hearts, they can meditate upon this ſcrip- 
ture, and turn it into a OP ny Fraper and 
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pratſe——=-. :-.- 
O gracious God * Ficden; n my 
thoughts of thy love to me in Jeſus. I was 
tempted, and ready to give way to unbelief: but 
the gracious proviſion made in thy word was the 
means of keeping me in the hour of temptation. 
O my God, make the word, in which thou haſt 
cauſed me to put my truſt, more precious to my 

; 1 ſoul. 
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foul. Open ſtill more to me the fulneſs of it, and 
put me into happier poſſeſſion of its promiſed bleſ- 
ſings. 1 praiſe thee, I worſhip thee for reveal- 
ing this promiſe by thy Spirit, and for applying 
it by his grace with comfort to my heart. I now 
ſet to my ſeal, that it is true. It is a faithful ſay- 
ing and worthy of all acceptation. Glory be to 
thee that I accept it, and enjoy the good pro- 
miſed in it. O Father of mercies, what am I that 
I ſhould be made one of thy people, and ſhould 
have thee for my God. This love paſſeth know- 
iedge. O help me to underſtand more, give me 
to find more of thy covenant love. Make my 
heart one with thee. Lead me in thy one way, 
that I may fear thee for ever. And when temp- 
tations come, ſuch as I have been in, grant they 
may bring me nearer to thee, and may be the 
means of my making uſe of what thou haſt pro- 
vided for me in thy Son's fulneſs. O let thy good 
Spirit abide with me to eſtabliſh my faith in 
_ thine” everlaſting covenant, that I may believe 
thou wilt never turn from me to do me good. 
Merciful God grant me this grace in every hour 
of need. -Thou haſt given me thy word for it, and 
therein thou haſt enabled me to put my truſt. On 
thy faithful promiſe I would depend, and on 
nothing in myſelf, Thou haſt ſhewed me ſome- 
thing of my heart, and I feel it is revolting and 
_ n to rebel againſt God; but thou haſt 

undertaken 
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undertaken to put thy fear into it, that it ſhall 
not depart from thee : therefore into thy faithful 
hands I commit it. Keep me, my God, by thy 
mighty power thr "un faith unto ſalvation. fer, 
Amen. 

Happy ate! hich have ſo 2 an ine, 1 
bring forth ſuch peaceable fruits. My brethren, 
account it all joy when ye fall into divers temp- 
tations, if they lead to the exerciſe, of grace, and 
occaſion fervent effectual prayer. The believer, 
thus tried, learns by practice the neceſſity of 
being at peace with God, and of maintaining it 
in order to walk with God. He is put upon 

ſtudying the nature of this peace. He reads and 
meditates upon the revealed account of it. He 
ſees it is a perfect unchangeable peace, ſecured 
to him by the everlaſting covenant of the bleſſed 
Trinity, who have engaged to ſave him from all 
his ſins and miſeries, and never to turn away 
from doing him good. To this he truſts. He 
commits himfelf to the care of this covenant 
God; and he finds the promiſe true. In temp- 
tation he believes, and is delivered. In his war- 
fare out of weakneſs he is made ſtrong. He fights 
the good fight of faith, and he conquers all his 
enemies. He learns from trials to truſt with more 
confidence. He not only maintains, but alſo im- 
proves peace with God. He depends on what 
God Has promiſed to ben who walk with him, 
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and the promiſe is made good, and he learns to 
go on more comfortably, and daily walks cloſer 
with his heavenly Father. 

The enemy looks on him with malice. He 
envies his ſtate. He once knew 'the heaven of 
communion with God, but he was lifted up with 
pride, and fell, It ſtirs up every infernal temper 
in him to ſee the happy believer, who had fallen 
like him, reſtored to what he can never expect. 
Hence either as a fly ſerpent, or as a roaring 
lion, he never ceaſes to tempt. As ſoon as one 
wile fails, he has another ready. He is night and 
day plotting and ſcheming, waiting for an oppor- 
tunity to make a ſeaſonable attack. While con- 
ſcience is at peace with God, and lives under the 
en the blood of ſprinkling, he tempts 
in vain. But he does not deſpair of ſucceſs. He 
knows he has an ally within us in faſt league 
with ſin, and therefore he ſtill hopes to draw him 
into ſin by ſurprize or aſſault. In which he is in- 
defatigable. He is never tired. He is always 
tempting the believer, not ſo: much to groſs of- 
fences, as to ſpiritual wickedneſs. Sly injections, 
legal inſinuations, and ſelf-righteous thoughts, are 
his moſt common temptations. With theſe he 
tries to ſhake the peace of conſcience, and he 
forms his attack generally in this manner. 

How can you be a child of God, and yet be, as 
you are? There is nothing in you, for which God 
. look upon you, and love you. What have 
you? 
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you? What ceaſing from evil, what learning to do 
well, to recommend you to him? How can God 
love any thing, unleſs it be agreeable to his will, and 
what can he delight in unleſs it be conformable to 
his image? But do you live up to his will, and is his 
image perfectly renewed in you? Have you grace, 
and do you live up to it? Are you a chriſtian, 
and are you like Chriſt ? How are your duties? 
Juſt as they ſhould be? You know they are not, 
and how can God be pleaſed with them, when 
you are not pleaſed with them yourſelf ? How is 
your walk? Is it ſuch as becometh your high 
calling cloſe with God, and at a vaſt diſtance 
from ſin, and the world? How is your warfare? 
Is the whole armor of God kept buckled on ? 
And are you always in the ſtrength of the Lord a 
conqueror ? Examine, and try yourſelf. Bring 
forth that one good thing, for which God ſhould 
love you, and beſtow his bleſſing upon you. You 
have no ſuch thing. You have nothing to merit, 
yea, nothing to recommend you to the divine 
favour: and therefore is it not great preſump- 
tion to fancy, that God will love ſuch a one as 
you; vhoſe juſt deſert is ne an 10 v nn 
eee 226K 

' Theſe are ſome of "ey pr of n He 
Adee how ſtrongly we are by nature attached 
to the covenant of works, and that if he can get 
the believer to look off from Jeſus, expecting to 
$oſomithing 1 himſelf, for which God ſhould 
LEO, | f love 


WALK: o FAITH. 2656 


love him, he ſhall then weaken his faith and ſhake 
his peace. In this ſnare he has catched many a 
child of God. The temptation is ſuitable to the 
workings of our legal minds: it flatters our ſelf- 
righteous hopes: and is vaſtly pleaſing to the 
pride of our carnal hearts. No wonder then, ſo 
long as there is fleſh in us as well as ſpirit, this 
artful ſuggeſtion ſhould be ſometimes received i in 
this manner--Have I any thing for which God 
ſhould eſteem me and bleſs me? I with I could 
diſcover ſome amiable temper, or ſome praiſe- 
worthy deed, which might recommend me to the 
particular regard of God. Indeed at preſent 1 
have not any ſuch. But I hope to attain it ſome- 
time or other. If I do but uſe more diligence, 
and watchfulneſs, and wait more conſtantly in the 
means of grace, perhaps I may attain it ſoon. 
However there can be no harm in trying. Iwill 
exert myſelf. And I hope the day will come, 
when I ſhall be ſome ry W the Guile 
fbr... g 
Here the temptation has taken place. As the 
ſerpent beguiled Eve through his ſubtilty, o 
is this man's mind corrupted from the ſimplicity 
that is in Chriſt. The ſubtile ſerpent has attacked 
the liberty of the child of God, and has darkened 
his underſtanding, and obſcured his view of goſ- 
; pel grace. His eye is not now ſingle: His heart 
is not now fimple, in the finiſhed falvation. He 
has been deceived into a legal dependence, and 
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is giving way to a ſpirit of bondage. If he was 
leſt to himſelf, the enemy would lead him cap. 
he may ſift him as wheat, but he is not ſuffered 
to blow any thing away, except a little chaff: 
| for the holy Spirit, in whoſe keeping he 18, diſ 
Covers and defeats the attempts of ſatan: Ile 
brings to his mind, and enables him to make uſe 
of what he before knew of the doctrine of grace. 
The preſent trial requires the practice, and at- 
fords o aſion for: the improvement of his former 
leſſons. He had learnt from ſcripture, truths 
very different from the ſuggeſtions, to which he 
Was ready to yield. He was therein taught, that 
the Father's love to his children does not ſup- 
Poſe merit in them. Grace does not follow 
works: for then grace would be no more grace 
Election is not of him that willeth, or of him that 
runneth, but of God who: ſheweth mercy. For 
ee axe faved freely. by. enn through, faith, and 
that not of ourſelves; it is the gift of God. The 
election of grace is from mere love and ſovereign 
favor, and has no motives to influence it but the 
good Pleaſur e of the divine will. The objetts of 
it are not the worthy, but the unworthy—not in- 
nocent, but fallen man—ſinners, as ſuch, no way 
conditioned or qualified the loſt, the helpleſs, 
the ungodly—yea the chief of ſinners—open ene- 
mies and rebels againſt God. They are not ſaved 
by. works of righteouſneſs, which they have done, 


or 
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or can go; leaſt any of them ſhould boaſt: For 
boaſting is abſolutely excluded. Salvation Was 
ſo contrived, as fo, wrought; out, and is ſo. AP? 
plied, that he who, glorieth ſhall have nothin 
left him to glory in, but the Lord. No fleſh can 
glory in his preſence; for. of him; and through 
him, and to him are all chice f to en be glory 
for yer. Amen. + 436443 vet 

So foon as. the ſpirit of * opens eſt yg view of 
the exceeding 1 riches of divine grace, the believer 
ſees, his miſtake. He finds that he was departing 
from the ſimplicity, of the goſpel, by ſuppoſing 
that the love of God followed merit, and that he 
ſhould. be loved more according as his walk re⸗ 
commended him. His eyes are opened. The 
deluſion vaniſhes. The perfect freeneſs, and the 
abſolute ſoyereignty of the Father's love as re- 
vealed in ſcripture, is manifeſted; to him. He 
reads, and. mixes faith with what he reads, and 
ſo recovers himſelf out of the ſnare of the devil. 
Some ſuch paſſage as this is made the means of 
his. deliverance, P/.ciii. 17. © The mercy of the 

Lord is from everlaſting to eyerlaſting upon 
1 thenr that fear him.“ Precious words "Full of 
rich conſolation to thoſe, who have been tempted 
to ſeck. ſome anal ieee in themiſclves, on ac- 
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boxe of God, and *ho have Ns F upon 
their not finding it, The holy Spirit teaches 
boch Perſons to look out of themſelves, to an ob- 

ject 
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ja exhHtly- fuitable to their caſe. He Sire 
them to the divine merey - never failing ſpring 
of comfort to that merey, which reacheth from 
eternity to eternity—ati@ which confers its richeſt 
fav rs, not for the worthitiefs of the receiver, but 
to the praiſe of the gräce of the giver. Here he 
would have them fix their eyes,” and expect re. 
lief to their hearts. Out of the fulneſs of mercy 
they may alwaysreceive grace f for grace; for the 
mercy of the Lord is from everlaſting to everlaſt. 
ip upot them thit fear him. Every word i 
weighty. ' Meditate: upon it, 0 my ſoul, and 
may 122 Konficeratfalk of each lead thee to ex · 
alt that raped of God, which is over al his 
works. ] go OF 16 EIN DES 1 
IgA is the Sd here rendered mY bi 

is the incommunicable name, expreſſive f the 
incommunicable nature of the Godhead. It ſig- 
nifies the peculiar manner of the divine exiſt- 
ence; which is in, and of itfelf, underived, and 
independent. 4 0 how happy i is it for thee, that 
there is mercy in the ſelf-exiſtent Godhead, and 
that every perfection in it will be for ever exalt⸗ 
ed, even juſtice itſelf, for the exerelfe of mercy. 
| May the holy Spirit teach thee more of Its na- 
ture, and make thee daily more acquainted in 
thine / e ith! me free! {arr and Tee 
gifts. © 31197 308 DOe#-4I6 < 

© Mtzer is cht | foto 10 Ichovah, vel 


— him to ſave miſerable ſinners: not a 
blind 
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blind mercy, ſuch as-infidels dream of— but con- 
ſiſtent with the honor of his law; and exerciſed 
to the glory of its holy precepts and of its juſt 
ſanctions: therefore mercy-and truth are ſo often 
mentioned together i in ſeripture. God will not 
ſhew any mercy to fingers, but ſuch as tends 
to eſtabliſh his truth. Not one of his words can 
be broken, nor, can one tittle of them ever fail. 
He will be juſtified in all. his ſayings, and: clear 
when he is judged. He will be true and juſt, 
whenever: he is merciful : his mercies being all 
covenant-mercies, and all given in, and through 
Chriſt Jeſus. All men are by nature children of 
wrath, and only they, who are choſen and called 
in Chriſt Jeſus, are ſaved from wrath. Theſe 
are veſſels of mercy. His mercy is to them the 
love of a tender parent to his miſerable children. 
He pities them, and determines to ſave them 
from their fins, in due time he quickens them, 
gives them eyes to ſee, and hearts to believe his 
love to them in Jeſus, as the apoſtle witneſſes-- 
« God who is rich in mercy, for his great love 
©. wherewith he loved us, even when we were 
© dead in fins,” Hs e us NI _— | 
« Chriſt. Mo Fort rr; 

But for what ata) 40 upon what account, 
iv ta merciful to them? His mercy has no mo- 
tive, but his own' will. The objects of his mercy 
are corrupt fallen ereatures, deſerving his wrath; 
even as others; and therefore he does not deal 
with them upon the * of deſert. If he 
——4 : ſhewed 
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ſnewed them merey for any fore:ſeen works of 
theirs, becauſe he knew they would repent and 
believe the goſpelh, and walk worthy of it, mercy 
would then be turned into Juſtice, and" would 
toſe both its name and its nature. Whereas 
he faith: unto! Moeſes, I will) have mercy on 
whom I will have merey, and I will have com- 
paſſion on whom Iwill have compaſſion. It is 
from mine own freedom and ſovereignty, that F 
have mercy on any ſinners. The cauſe is 
in myſelf, and not in them. I have com- 
paſſion, on whom I will. It is from mine own 
mere love, that I have determined to be 
gracious to them; and my love has determined 
to ſave them; and the way alſo in which I will 
ſave them. I have appointed the end, and the 
means at the ſame time. Of mine own motion 
and good will I have reſolved to give my Son for 
them, and my ſpirit to them, that they may re- 
pent and believe the goſpel, and walk worthy of 
it, and ſo I may bring them through my tender 
mercies to eternal ſalvation, If this was not the 
caſe, how could the deſcription be true, that 
merey is FROM EVERLASTING TO EVERLAST- 
ING. The mercy of God knows no vatiableneſs; 
nor ſhadow of turning. It is always the ſame. 
His fatherly heart ever entertained thoughts of 
mercy. towards them: for when he ſhews them 
merey, it is ſaid- to be according to the eternal 
purpoſe, which he bad purpoſed in Chriſt Jeſus 
not for their merits, but for his mercies ſake, 
Font} | not 
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not for what they have any claim to, but for his 


own name's ſake. He gives all from merey, 
and he would have all the glory returned to the 


mercy of the giver. What he gives, that he 
continues, and according to covenant engage 
ments. Covenant mercies are ſure mercies. 
„ will make an everlaſting covenant for you, 
« ſays he; even the ſure mercies of the beloved.” 
T hey have already been made ſure to him. He 
is now in full poſſeſſion of every promiſed mercy. 
And he has received them, not as a private per- 
ſon, but. as the head of the body, the church. 
He keeps them for the uſe of his church-mem- 
bers. And as ſure as the crown is upon his head, 
ſo ſurely will it be upon every one of their heads: 
for they are in the ſame covenant with him, whoſe 


ſure mercies reach from eternity to eternity. O 


what a view is here open to the eye'of faith?! 
"Mercy always Purpoſing, and in due time be- 
ſtowing its free bleſſings upon finners---mercy, 
without beginning, and without ending. The 
holy Spirit often calls upon us to behold it in this 
light : for he has not celebrated any of its divine 
properties, ſo much as this. It is frequently the 
noble ſubject of thankſgiving in the Pfalmiſt's 

hymns. He has dedicated the 136th entirely to 
the praiſe of mercy, and going through the 
works of nature, providence, and grace, he 
aſcribes them one by one to that mercy, which 
| _endureth for ever, O happy, thrice happy ob- 
\ jects 
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jects of it ! What was in the heart of the Father 
of-mercies towards you from everlaſting, will be ſo 
to everlaſting. His {ure mercies are yours. His 
compaſſions towards you fail not. Whatever you 
want for your ſucceſsful walk he has promiſed to 
give you. Be not diſcouraged then. He will fup- 
Ply all your wants, not for your ſakes, but for his 
' mercies ſake. {Are you ſenſible of your unworthi- 
neſs? That's well. Mercyis for ſuch. It can have 
no. glory, but from ſuch, as you. Truſt it, and 
be aſſured you will find, that it endureth h for ever 
er,, 
a doubt ſhould id in your ant is ; true, 
Z mercy. in God, cannot fail, but the exerciſe of it 
towards me may fail: I may ſo walk as to deprive 
myſelf of all claim and title to it. The Pſalmiſt 
has given à direct anſwer to this ill grounded 
ſuſpicion. He ſays, the mercy of the Lord is 
from everlaſting to everlaſting. FO LEO 
Drox THEM THAT FEAR HIM. This is. ten 
Character: : they fear their God. . Once there 
was no fear of God before their eyes; but now 
they know him to be their Father. The Spirit of 
adoption has given them joy and peace in believing 
* Hence a holy filial fear rules in their hearts, 
| and influences their walk. While it operates 
thus; ; and as obedient children, they fear to offend 
their loving Father, and deſire to pleaſe him in all 
things, what ground have they to en that 


his mercy towards them ſhould fail 3 
1 5 | But 
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But may they not ceaſe to fear him, and then 
he will ceaſe to be merciful to them? No, 
pleſſed be God. He has made ample proviſion 
in this caſe. 1 will put my fear, ſays he, in- 
« to their ben and they SHALL NOT depart 
« from me.” This fear is one of the fruits of 
the Spirit, which he produces in all the chil- 
dren of God. And they have it from him as a 


covenant bleſſing, which is full ſecurity for its 


continuance. It is one of the grices provided 
for them in Jeſus by the Father's immutable love. 
I will give them, ſays he, one heart and one 

e way; that they may fear me Fox Ever!” 
The holy Spirit is the guardian of this never fail- 
ing fear. It is his office to put it, and then to 
keep it in their hearts. He has the whole 
charge' of it, and therefore he has promiſed to 
abide with them for ever, that they may fear the 
Lord all the days of their lives. 

How exactly ſuited is this ſcripture to the caſe 
of the tempted chriſtian! What a full proviſion 
is there made in it for his ſafety and peace! God 
has mercy for him and plenteous redemption--- 
mercy reaching from everlaſting to everlaſting 
always kind to the miſerable. Mercy and 


miſery are related as ſin and ſalvation. There is 


not any thing, which a ſinner can want, but 
mercy has a ſupply for him---a promiſed, a co- 
venant, a never failing ſupply. It N a Father's 
mercyy which will never leave his children, and 
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1 WALK OF FAITH. 


the fame mercy will not ſuffer chem to leave him. 
His: mind is fixed upon ſhewing them mercy for 


ever and ever; and therefore he gives them his 
Spirit to abide with them, and to dwell in them. 
He abides with. them, and they live: he dwells 
in them, and they walk in the fear of God. 
And by the ſupply of the Murit they 80 or tin 
cher finiſh their courſe with joyy)y)y)y)y))ñ 
By meditating upon this 8 the 3 
is ſet at liberty. Though his faith ſtaggered a 
little, yet the trial of it has done him good. He 
has learned an uſeful leſſon, and gained much 
experience by it. His reflections upon What 
has paſſed in his mind are ſuch as theſe--- 
O ho fooliſh was J to forget the atonement 
and righteouſneſs of my _ deareſt Immanuel, in 
whom. alone I have pardon! and acceptance 
How baſe was I, and ungrateful ! I was tempted 
to expect that in myſelf, which I can have only 
in him. Vile legal creature that I am, I abhor 
myſelf for behaving. ſo ilk to my beſt friend. 
What good can I have, but what I firft receive 
from him? I agree with the apoſtle, that in me, 
that is in my fleſh-dwelleth no good thing: Lam 
a very fink of fin, and of all uncleanneſs. I de- 
ſerve mercy, no more than the devil does: And 
yet L was looking out for ſome good quality in 
myſelf,” on account of which God might be mer- 
ciful to me Whereas I am now. ſatisfied he has 
no mercy, but in Jeſus. All. bis n mercies are 
$2: 5 Gs 9 5 Covenant 


WALK: OP. FAITH 274 
covenant mercies ;; given from mere grace, and 
given to miſerable ſinners nor to make them ſelf⸗ 
-admirers,. but to humble them---not. to lead them 
to think that they can bring God in debt to them 
for his own gifts, or for the right uſe of them, 
which is a freſh gift but he gives all to the praiſe 
of the glory of his grace. He delighteth in mer- 
cy; and my caſe required mercy. It was ſuch 
as his merey could get all the honor of relieving. 
Therefore Fought in the hour of temptation tô 
have truſted in his mercy, to have hoped in his 

mercy in time of trouble, and to have loved him 
for his mercy in time of miſery. Here ſhould 
my faith have directed its eye, and not to any 
good which I have done, or can do. I ſiould: 
have remembered, how it was with the election 
of grace, and with the veſſels of mercy. God 
has one way of dealing with them all. Not by 
works of righteouſneſs which they have done, 
but according to his mercy he ſaveth them, freely, 
fully, eternally. All is from his own good will, 
from firſt to laſt. Every motive, which inclines 
him to do good to any ſinner, is not excited by 
what the ſinner does or is, but ariſes from him- 
ſelf. And when he beſtows any good, it never 
is deſerved, but is entirely an act of ſovereign 
grace, flowing from the Father's love, out of the! 
Son's fulneſs, by the influence of the holy Spirit; 
and is given and continued to magnify and exalt 
the mercy of the eternal Three. O how did 1 
8 2 diſhonour 
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diſhondur the divine perfections by giving way to 
„legal hopes, and by ſuppoſing that the divine 
ill would be governed by my more or lefs de- 
tervings? Where ſhould I be, if I had my de- 
ſervings? God forgive me. I ſee mine error. 
Fam humbled for it, and 1 repent with ſhame 
and ſorrow. I hope my paſt miſconduct will 
prove a bleſſing to me: For it has certainly 
taught me to truſt leſs to myſelf, and more to 
the word of God; to depend leſs upon my own 
doings, and more upon free grace promiſes. To 
the word which cannot be broken, I would truſt 
in time of need. Whoever truſts in it ſhall never 
be confounded. This I know to be true by hap- 
py experience. I will therefore read, and hear, 
and ſtudy it night and day. By means of it the 
Lord wrought a great deliverance for me. My 
feet were almoſt gone, my treadings had well 
nigh ſlipt; but he ſent out his word and ſaved 
me. 1 read and believed, that the Father was 
not reconciled to me for the goodneſs of my 
walk, but that reconciliation was planned in the 
great covenant before all worlds, and was car- 
fled into execution by the life and death of Im- 
manuel; it was his peculiar, his glorious, his 
incommunicable work; it was his ſole preroga- 
tive to make peace by the blood of his croſs. O 
that I may be enabled to maintain it the next 
time my faith is tried, and to put honor and glory 
upon the divine record concerning it. I read 
: and 
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and believed, that the Father does not love me 
upon account of my walk, but for his mercies 


ſake. His mercy was towards me from . 


laſting. He loved me in his Son- choſe meac- 
cepted me in the beloved -- and all his dealings with 
me, ſince he called me by his grace, have come 
from the tender mercies of a covenant God and 
Father. I would not henceforth have one doubt 
of his being reconciled to me, and of his loving 
me perfectly in Jeſus. My faith herein has been 
confirmed by my late trials. I have learned by 
experience to rely upon what God has ſpoken, 
for preſerving his peace in my conſcience and his 
love in my heart. Depending on his faithful word, 
and mighty arm, I would walk with bim this 


day for the ſtrengthening and increaſing of thoſe 


graces. This is the deſire and prayer of my foul. 
O Father of mercies, hear me for Jeſu's ſake. 
I acknowledge my ſinfulneſs and unworthineſs, 
even in my cloſeſt walk with thee, I am leſs 
than the leaſt of thy mercies : yea, deſerving 
the heavieſt of thy vengeance. It is of the Lord's 
mercy, that it has not fallen upon me long ago, 
and I truſt in his word, that it will never fall 
upon me. Who is a God like nnto thee, that 
pardoneth iniquity, and paſſeth by the tranſgreſ- 
lion of the remnant of thine heritage? Thou re- 
taineſt not thine anger, againſt them for ever : 


becauſe thou delighteſt in mercy. Glory be to 


thee for thine unſpeakable mercies: for thou 
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haſt given me faith in the atonement of Jeſus, 
by whom I have peace with thee my reconciled 
God, and by whom I have experienced thy 
great love to me. On thee, O my God, is ſtill 
my hope. I look up to thee the giver of thoſe 
graces for ſtrength to maintain them in my daily 
walk. Ido believe in the ſacrifice and righte- 
-ouſneſs: of Immanuel, Lord help mine unbelief. 
I find it hard to preſerve in my practice, what 1 
believe to be true in doctrine: And therefore 
on thy preſent help I muſt continually depend. 
Lord ſtrengthen me mightily by thy Spirit in the 
inner man againſt temptations. /,T am; daily and 
hourly. called upon to exerciſe my faith, and 
when thy grace does not hold me up, I fall. 
The fiery darts of ſatan eaſily inflame me, when 
they are thrown at my legal hopes, falſe. depen- 
dencies, or ſelf righteous tempers. My ſhield, 
which ſhould quench them, is ready to drop out 
of mine hand. I ſhould fall a prey to the enemy, 
and the fire would conſume me, if thy mercy 
was not over me for good. O my God and Fa- 
ther, ſtrengthen my faith againſt the wiles and 
aſſaults. of ſatan, and (againſt the workings of 
mine own unbelief. When theſe trials come, 
keep me ſenſible of my weakneſs, and dependent 
on thy promiſed ſtrength, that 1 may meet them 
ſtrong in the Lord and in the power of thy 
might. O let every trial teach me more of thy 
Peace in my conſcience, and more of thy loye in 


315401 | my 
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my heart, that I may keep on in a ſteady courſe, 
walking humbly with my God. This is the 
work of thy good Spirit. I cannot preſerve, 
nor improve his graces, unleſs he be every mo- 
ment preſent with me. He 1s the giver, the 
continuer, the increaſer of them all. O God the 
holy Ghoſt, I therefore beſeech thee to water 
thy graces every moment. Leſt any hurt them, 
keep them night and day. Never leave me, nor 
forſake me, but what thou haſt graciouſly be- 
gun, that mightily carry on, in my foul. _ Temp- 
tations are ſtrong, and I am weak; ſtand by me 
in the hour of need. And if my faith be tried 
with fiery temptations, let it come. out of them, 
ike gold out of the fire. O thou almighty Spirit, 
confirm by trials, improve by experience, my 
truſt in thy promiſed help. Let me go on from 
faith to faith. Keep up the confidence of my 
rejoicing in my reconciled God and loving Fa- 
ther, that I may walk humbly with him in ſweet 
communion, and holy fellowſhip in the way ever- 
laſtmg. Grant me theſe mercies, gracious Fa- 
ther, for thy dear Son's ſake, by the influence 
of the eternal Spirit, three perſons in one Jeho- 
vah, to whom be equal praiſe for ever and ever. 
Amen, 
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| CHAP. V. * Fake 


The believer orders his fps according to the word, 
walking with a free heart m hams mw s _—_— 
of obedience. 1 


| Mevirare, O my ſoul, upon the wonders, 
which divine love hath wrought for thee and for 
thy ſalvation. Reyiew the many, many mercies 
of thy paſt] life; and conſider, that thou art called 
upon to walk this day with Tay God. What 
a privilege is this! He is thy God, and thou art 
his adopted Son. O what an high honor has 
he conferred upon thee ! He has taken thee 
into the moſt noble family, yea, into the divine 
houſhold of faith. He has permitted thee to 
walk with him as thy Father. He has appointed 
the way, promiſed to be with thee in it, and 
every moment and at every ſtep to be doing thee 
good. There can be no happinefs ſuperior to 
this on earth. Prize it: For it is ineftimable, 
Enjoy. it : For it is heaven begun. Walking 
with God by faith is preſent enjoyment of him, 
and will infallibly bring thee to the end of thy 
ane to full and everlaſting enjoyment. 
Hold faſt then the confidence of thy rejoicing. 
What thou haſt been taught by the holy Spirit, 


depend upon | him for confirming and eſtabliſhing. 
_ He 
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ö He has enabled thee to ſee the glory of the finiſh- 
ed falyation of Jeſus, and to believe the divine 
record concerning it. "Thou haſt renounced every 
thing for the pardon of thy ſins, but the blood- 
ſhedding of the Lamb, and every tbing for ac- 
ceptance, but the Lord our r1zhteouſneſs. Thy 
faith herein has been tried, and the trial ended 
well. Thy temptations were manifold and vio- 
lent, but they have done thee good. They have 
ſhewed thee the neceſſity of depending upon the 
perfect work of the God-man-—of rejoicing 
wholly in Chriſt Jeſus, and of having no confi- 
dence in the fleſh, They haye alſo been the 
means of convincing thee, that thou ſtandeſt by 
faith. Be nat high-minded then, but fear. And 
let thy fear of thyſelf lead thee to truſt more 
in God. Rely on his faithful arm to maintain 
and to carry on his own work in thy ſoul. Re- 
member, he has promiſed it. Thy ſufficiency is 
of God, and he has engaged to give thee grace 
ſufficient for thee. He has undertaken,” as a 
Father, to ſupply all thy wants, to deliver thee 
from all miſeries, and to with-hold from thee no 
manner of thing that is good. Thy ſalvation is 
ſafe, It reſts upon a ſure foundation, as ſure as 
the covenant of the day and the covenant of the 
night. Thefe ſugceed each other by the will of 
their creator, and have not been out of courſe 
not one ſingle moment. The ordinances of day 
and night are regular and certain. So certain is 


thy 
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thy ſalvation by the fame unerring will. While 


the belief of this rules in hy conſcience; and in 


thy heart thou wilt be able to refiſt temptations. 


None of them will overcome "thee, unleſs they 


ſeparate between thee and thy God: Nay they 
will work for thy good, if guilty fears do not 
wreſt the ſhield of faith out of thine hand. 0 


| beg of God to keep thee and thy faith in the 


Four of trial, that thou mayeſt experience his 
faithfulneſs to his word. If thou put honor upon 


11. according to thy faith ſo ſhalb itbe done unto 


thee.” Give it credit, and thy ſteps will be or- 
dered aright. Thou wilt walk in love this day, 


| as God Hath'Toved thee?” He WII. be thy Por- 


tion, and the way i which he is to 2 hav 


will be thy delight! | 894 11914353 Jo Tt&7!) 15 


Set out chen in this faith; [with peace in thy 
conſcience, and love in thy heart truſting to 
thy God and Father“ Lock up to him for 
ſtrength to maintain and to inereaſe theſe graces. 
And hope to receive it from his faithfulneſs: 


Ne he has put a new ſong in thy mouth, even 
praiſe unto thy God, ge en thy way believing 


and rejoieing. Jeſus is thine with all his fulneſs, 
And he has premiſed thee: a conſtant ſupply of 
the Spirit, that thou” mayeſt have grace for 


| grace to jt ih che to walk” 1 * Her 


radii Aen. TO walk is to be ed or 
ing to his revealed will, and in his appointed 
* 7 way 
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3vay of Obedience to it; Fbr all rational crea- 
türes are bound to obey Gad. As ſoon as be 
makes known his will tocthem, it becomes their 
indiſpenſible duty. His will is one, like himſelf, 
unchangeably tte Tame, yeſterday, to-day, and 
for ever: For When tevealed by the fovereign 
creator it heeomes to mankind a law, which al- 
bm not. It binds angels amd men every mo 
ent, in every” point and eircumſtanec. And 
its a will never ecaſe. For all his eom- 
mandments are ſure, they ſtand faſt for ever and 
ever. What he has commanded is às fixt as 
the ſun before Him. It ſhall be eſtabliſhed for 


ever as the moon, A a8 a faithful Man in 


heaven. 1 
It pleaſed the deere ercator to ene ny 
holy, Faſt and good law” by proper ſanctions. 
Out of his mere grace he has promiſed life to 
obedience, which man engaged to perform: 
And he threatened death to diſobedience, to 
which penalty man ſubmitted.” ' Thereby / this 
law became a covenant of werks. The promiſe 
was to him, wh ſhiöuid Hine obedient in all 
things: for Mofes deſeribeth the righteouſneſs 
which is of the law, that the man who fulfilleth 
thoſe things ſhall live by them. But if he does 
not fulfil them perfectly, without one failing, he 
then comes under the penalty, Which God had 
threatened to diſobedience 4e Curſedl is he who 
4 ' continueth not in all things, that are written 
1 Mn 
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284 WALE 'OF FAITH. 
in the book of the law to do them: This curſe 
draws tar it all the pains and oily ol: the 
png law in earth and in hell. BY: 
Under this law of works Ada. was placed, 
and under it all his deſcendents are born. He 
and they are bound to keep the law in their 
_. own perſons, if they would receive the promiſe, 
or liable to ſuffer the penalty, if they tranſgreſs. 
Adam broke the law of works, and we all in 
him; For in him all have ſinned. We were al 
in his loins, when he fell, and forfeited in his 
attainder. By the offence of that one, judgment 
came upon all men to condemnation. - The 
righteous judge paſſed the ſentence, and decreed, 
that by the law of works no fleſh living ſhould 
be ſaved: For he has proved in his word both 
Jews and Gentiles to be under the law, and 
under ſin, which is the tranſgreſſion of it. 
Whereby every mouth is ſtopped, and all the 
world is become guilty before God: Therefore 
by the deeds of the lan, there att no eth be 
e in his fight. . 
In the law of e ain was no . 
made for a ſurety; but it did not abſolutely ex- 
"clude one: Therefore it left room for the cove- 
nant of grace, in which a proviſion was made in 
the perfon of Jeſus Chriſt for ſecuring the divine 
honor of this holy law. He undertook to ſtand 
up in man's place and ſtead to magnify the pre- 


MEN the law in his life, and to glorify the 
penaltics 
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penalties of the law in his death, that not one 
jot or tittle of it might fail till all was fulfilled. 
And as he was God over all, bleſſed for ever, 
his life and death put everlaſting honor upon the 
divine law. His obedience was of ineſtimable 
ralue, and his ſufferings were infinitely fuffictent 
to take away fin. Chriſt is now the end of the 
aw for righteouſneſs. He anſwered the end of- 
the law for his people by obeying and fuffering 
for them: And every one of them can now plead 
by faith a perfect fulfilling of all the precepts, 
a perfect fuffering of all the penalties in the per- 
fon of their divine ſurety. God the Father is 
faithful and juſt to his word and engagements 
with his Son: He has made known his will in 
the immutable record of his grace, that who-/ 
4 ſoever believeth in Jeſus ſhould not periſh, 
© but ſhould” have [everlaſting life.” How can 
he periſh ? Jeſus died for him. He ſhall live 
with God in everlaſting life: Becauſe Jeſus lived 
for him. And this is the declared will of the 
Father concerning all chat believe in his WO be- 
gotten Son. | 

Remember then, 0 my el that thou art not 
under the law, but under grace. Thou art ſaved 
from the law, under the form of a covenant of 
works. Thou art not bound to keep its pre- 
cepts, in order to have life for thy obedience, 
nor yet to ſuffer its penalties for thy diſobedience. 
Thy ſurety undertook to act and ſuffer for thee. 

918 He 
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He was to anſwer the law. in its capmands and 
demands to every jpt and tittle. And, he did. 
Whatever it required, Whatever it threatened | 
was perfectly fulfilled in the, perſon of thy God 
and Saviour: And he has abſolutely diſcharged 
thee from it, as a law of works. Thou art to 
have noſhing to de with it in that view; nay, 
he has forbidden thee to keep it in hopes that 
thou mayeſt live thereby. The irreverſible de- 
coree entered in the records of heaven has en- 
aied-—Bx K ο KSD E LAW SHALL NO 
ELESH,BE:J UVSTIFLED-.[; Thow art now to look 
upon the lap in the matter of juſtifying and giv- 
ing life; as a woman looks upon her dead huſ- 
band. She is freed from the marriage contract 
with him; and may now give her heart and hand 
to/angther + 80 art thou fred from the bond of 
the legal covenant. Thu art become dead to 
the law hy tbe body of Chriſt who bas eſpouſed 
and, betrothed thee to chimſelf, that ſer ving him 
in neyyneſs of ſpirit. and not in the oldneſs of 
the! letter, thou mayeſt bring forth fruit unto 
God. This is thy high privilege. — firſt 
huſbandi is dead; bap lay 


fally married to anetberr- Thy ern is thy, 
maker, Jehovah of hoſts is his name, The word 
made fleſh has paid all thy: debts, ſufferect thy 
puniſhment, wrought out a perfect righteouſneſs, 
and won a grown ef perfect glory: for thee, O 
We divine honor has he e Thou 


art 


211 


WEEK 70 90 XVVHY 1 


art ]ꝗ¾ une dvith Immanuel in a Bom of ever- 
laſting love. He has given himſelf to tee, with 
all c he has Band all did is ? and it is thy happineſs 
now; ndt-td be thine own, but the Lord's - not to 
follow «thine own will; but his. The law of thy 
Lord is liberty As taught by his ſpirit, and 
performed by faith. it is perfect freedom. Whilſt 
thou walkeſt with him in obedinece to it, and 
leaneſt on thy beloved every ſtep; thou wilt find 
deliverance from all ſpivitual tyranny and bond 
ages and wilt enjoy'the light of his counten ance, 
and the '16ve of his heart. When the Son has 
thus made thee free, thou art free indeed free, 
now thy heart is ſet at liberty to run with Jeſus 
imthe way of his commandments. Jon Jud : mn 
dm this view,; O my ſoul, thou canſt look with 
delight at che moſt holy law.- Atteiid to it cloſely; 
and ſtudy it carefully. In order to obe y, as a 
chriſtian, theſe following conſiderations ſhould be 
well underſt66d and digeſted: Becauſe under the 
influence of them every ſtep of thy wall 8 tobe 
ordered. O':ipray he for the put, of wiſdotn 

o teach thee praMically ß 
Firſt, chat chy walk with God in the way of 
ebedience' js not to fulfil the law;%as's covenatit 
Ef works! Theu ark not required to dd this: 
Thbu canſt not de it. Iminanudl, thy divine 
forety, took it upon himſelf.” Beczufe 18 was im- 
gums for thee, a fallen eee keep the 


law, 


4 
1 2 
* 


in —— to folk it. He banbabsd it precepts 

dy his infinite obedience. He magnified its pe- 
nalties by his ineſtimable facrifice. And this is 
thy juſtifying righteouſneſs. Through faith in 
the. life and death of the God: man, thou art not 
only freed from guilt and coridemndtion, from 
eurſe and hell, but art alſo intitled: to life and 
glory. The law is now on thy ſide, and is be- 
come thy friend. It acquits thee. 4t- juſtifies 
thee... It Wal give thee the reward promiſed to 
ence. The law in the hand of thy Saviour 
has —— but bleſſings to beſtow upon thee. 

Thou axt to receive it at his mouth and to obey 
him: But not from any legal hopes of heaven, or 
from any flaviſh, fears of hell; for then thou 
wouldſt come under the covenant of works again. 
Whereas thou art not under the law, but under 
grace: Mind thy privilege, and pray for grace to 
live up to it. Thou art not under the law, bound 
to keep it perfectly i in thine own, perſon, or in 

— * of failing condemned by it, and under its 
fearful curſe: but thou art under grace, a ſtate 
ol grace, through faith in the obedience and ſuf- 
ferings of thy bleſſed ſurety, and undet the power 

of grace, ſweetly inclining thee to love, and 
mightily ena thee to keep che law of the 
Lord thy God. Live thus by grace, and fin ſhall 
"5 een D minion -overathae; Under. the — 
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.of--prace, tlie tyrant fin is always dethroned. 
Obey: under grace, as freely and fully ſaved by 
faith in Jeſus, and this will make thy walk eaſy 
and evangelical :\ Thou wilt go on with a free 


God, walking with him : 
22. By faith, and not 7 Agde This is the 
great ſpring of all goſpel obedience. Faith has 


an univerfal efficacy : for thus it is written— 


Without faith it is impoſſible to | pleaſe C God.” 
He is not pleaſed with the thing done, but with 
the principle on which it is done. He looks at 
the heart. Hearing the word, or faying prayers, 

or giving alms, or doing any thing: -commanded, 

are not pleaſing in themſelves ; but they muſt be 
performed upon a right motive, and to a right 
end. And both theſe come from faith. The 
apoſtle mentions the motive, which had in- 
ftuenced every ſtep of his chriſtian courfe, We 
* Walk by faith, and not by fight“ we judge of 


our ſtate by what God ſays of it, and we order 


qur walk aecordingly. We give credit to lis 
witneſs of our being pardoned and juftified freely 


by grace through faith, and we depend for the 


truth of this not on what we ſee; but on what 
we believe. We truſt not on our good frames, 
or warm feelings, or ſenſible comforts, or to any 
of the genuine fruits and effects of faith, but we 
truſt what God fays ſimply, as his record: and 
krone we walk in a conſtant dependence on 

Vor. I. 1 the 


ſpirit, and wilt delight in. pert in __ vo - 4 
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the truth of God in his word, and upon PETTY 
fulneſs of God to his word. Some promiſed 
grace we ſtand in need of every ſtep; and we 
rely upon his word, which cannot be br oken, and 
upon his faithfulneſs, which cannot fail. Thus 
we go on, and we find Oo van made Sad. 
according to our faith. wik 
Such was the apoſtle's nk wry is 2 thine ai 
refted by the ſame motive ? Search, O my, ſoul, 
and examine upon what principle thou goeſt to 
duty. ls it in the obedience of faith? Doſt thou 
take no ſtep, without the warrant of the word of 
God? Doſt thou give full credit to what God 
ſays i in ĩt of thy ſtate, as a juſtified perſon? And 
does this appear from thy dependence upon his 
faithfulneſs to make good every thing promiſed 
9 who. are in that ſtate! ? Resten art thou 
— * 1 name, 8 3 8 highly fas 
vored theg,/and aſcribe to him all the glory. So 
will thy end be right, as well as thy motive: True 
faith takes no honor to itſelf. It is an emptying 
bumbling grace. Its ſpringc head is in covenant 
love, and it is given from diſtinguiſhing favor and 
ſovereign mercy. It has no foundation, when 
given, but the word of God: nothing to reſt on, 
but the divine truth: no ſupport, but the, divine 
power: and no growth, but from the divine in- 
757 What then does it leave a man to glory 
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while he is in his right mind, living by it, he will 
be diſpoſed to give God all the glory of it: 
Even for common mercies, as well as ſpiritual, he 
will live by the faith of the Son of God. Whe- 
ther he eats or drinks, or whatever: he does, he 
does all in the name of the Lord Jeſus, giving 
thanks to God, and the Father by him. And 
thus he will go on ſweetly and happily, obey- 
ing, not from: flaviſh "fears or 1 hopes, 
but-! 5470 5: 33 

"oy Pint holy love; which is wa uit and con- 
ſequence of walking by faith. Faith worketh 
love, and then worketh by love. The faith of 
the goſpel, as a grace of the Spirit, worketh 
chiefly by love to God, and to man for God's 
fake: for the goſpel diſcovers the way of ſalva- 
tion; contrived by the eternal Three, fulfilled in 
the life and death of Immanuel, and applied to 
the ſinner's' heart by the eternal Spirit. Who- 
Ever is enabled to believe the goſpel will fee 
himſelf an object of the covenant love of the 
bleſſed Trinity, and will therefore love Father, 
Son, and Spirit: for we love him, ſays the apoſ- 
tle, becauſe he firſt loved us. And faith in his 
love to us will make us that we ſhall neither be 
barren nor unfruitful. Love is very active. 
Obeying from love is very ſweet. How active! 
How ſweet is obedience, when the love of God 
is ſhed abroad in the heart by the holy Ghoſt, 
who's is given unto us! He is an almighty agent. 
1 2 He 
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He overcomes the power of legal Nabe 
workings, and puts a new ſpring to duty into 
the heart. He manifeſts the love of God in 

Chriſt, his free diſtinguiſhing love, the exceeding 
riches of it, and the numerous bleſſings flowing 
from it through time and eternity. In the ſenſe 
of theſe mercies he excites gratitude, and puts it 
upon acting. This grace has a wonderful influ- 
ence. What return ſhalt I make unto. the 
Lord!“ is the devout breathing of the grateful 
heart. While the love of Chriſt conſtraineth it, 
all the affections follow him, and the ſoul de- 
lights itſelf in his ways. Then none of his com- 
mandments will be grievous. Nay, his yoke it- 
ſelf becomes eafy, and his burden light: O tri- 
umphant loye | How active, how ſweet did he 
find it, who cried out! I can do 41 L. things, I 

RS 4 Cons am more than con- 
4 queror, through him that loveth me.” 
And is not this, O my foul, thy 3 * 1 0 
1 prize thy privilege, and adorn it in thy life. Walk 
in love with thy. reconciled God, and ont of love 
to him perform all duties, and bear all croſfes. 
Remember, thou. art not required to obey; in 
order to be ſaved for thine obedience, but thou 
art already ſaved; and therefore out of gratitude 
to thy deareſt Saviour, thou art bound to love him 

and to obey him. Thou eanſt not love his perſon, 
and yet hate his will. If ye love me, ſays be, 
_ < Keep my commandments” give this proof of 


. ; o * it 
A 1 5 
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it, keep in my way, doing my commandments. 
But whatever ye do, let it come from the heart. 
Obey me, but ſee it be with a willing mind, and 
with afree ſpirit. When all ſprings from love, then 
my ſervice. will be perfect freedom. I would 
have you to do my will, but without fear; not 
for life; but from life; not that ye may live, but 
becauſe ye live. Do it, as ſons, and not as ſlaves: 
the ſlave abideth not in the houſe for ever, but 
the ſon abideth for ever. In this free ſpirit of 
adoption ſerve me, as ſons of God, heirs of God, 
and joint heirs with me. Stand faſt therefore in 
the liberty, wherewith I have made you free, and 
be not entangled: n with the yoke of bon- 
Cages 05-5 
To obey 8 life tide ſalvation raph and 
owed is ſweet liberty. To obey, as the condi- 
tion of life and ſalvation is bitter ſlavery : it is an 
intolerable. yoke, becauſe it is not poſſible any 
fallen man ſhould ſo keep the law, as. to live 
thereby. But the believer freed from this condi- 
tion by Chriſt's keeping the law for him is in li- 
berty, he is ſaved from the penalty annexed to 
the tranſgreſſion; he is entitled to the life pro- 
miſed to obedience, and thereby he is delivered 
from legal hopes and from guilty fears. In this 
faith he walks on delightfully in the ways of 
Obedience: for he is reconciled to the law 
through the grace that is in Chriſt Jeſus: 
he loves it. O hal love, ſays he, have 1 
ROE. unto 
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unto thy law! W now I find it 8 5 
mn ile written 1 0 W * And this 


*_ 


is a "IT 
. Motive to * bene. The new co- 
venant runs thus I will put, ſays God, my 
wr lav in their inward parts, and write it in their 
<« hearts, and I will be their God, and they ſhall 
% be my people: and they ſhall teach no more 
every man his neighbour, and every man his 
“ brother, ſaying, know the Lord: for they ſhall 
ce all know me from the leaſt of them to the 
« greateſt of them.“ The heart is by nature as 
hard as adamant. It is enmity itſelf againſt the 
holy law. But the Lord here engages to take 
away the ſtony heart, and to give an heart of 
fleſh, upon which he will write the ten com- 
mandments; not in tables of ſtone, but in the 
fleſhly tables of the heart. The Spirit of the 
living God will teach all his children to know 
their Father, he will manifeſt to them their adop- 
tion, he will reveal to them their Father's love 
in Jeſus, and he will make their hearts happy in 
the enjoyment of it. Then the holy fruits of 
this love, will appear towards man. It will 
work ſweetly 5 in benevolence, and effe&tually.i in 
beneficence. The love of God will open the 
contracted heart, enlarge the ſelfiſh, warm the 
cold, and bring liberality out of the covetous. 
When the holy Spirit teaches brotherly love he 
overcomes all oppoſition to it. He ſays to his 
„„ diſciples 
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diſciples “ Be ye kind one to another, tender- 
« hearted; forgiving « one another, even as God 
ce for Chriſt's ſake hath forgiven you,” And he 


makes them kind one to another: they ſhew it 


by every good word and work. Thus by mani- 
feſting to them the Father reconciled in Jeſus, 
and by enabling them to love man for his ſake, 
he writes upon their hearts the two great com- 
mandments, on which hang all the law and the 
prophets. The love of God, ſays the apoſtle to 
the Romans, is ſhed abroad in our hearts by the 
holy Ghoſt, and to the Theſſalonians, ye your- 
ſelves are taught of God to love one another. 
Thus he engages the affections of the ſoul to the 
holy law, and inclines the inner man to love 


ee It ceaſeth to be a yoke and a bur- 


den. How eaſy is it to do what one loves? If 


4 you Gearly love any perſon, what a pleaſure i is it 


to ſerve him? What will not love put you upon 


doing or ſuffering to oblige him? Let love rule 
in the heart to God and to man, bis law will 


then become delightful, and obedience to it will 
be pleaſantneſs. The ſoul will run, yea, inſpired 


by love, it will mount up with wings as e 


in the way of God's commandments. 

Happy are the people, that are in ſuch a caſe! 
And is it not, O my ſoul, in ſome meafure thine? 
Haſt thou not been taught to love God, and his 


ways? Since thou haſt been acquainted with him 


as thy loving Father in Jeſus, has not thy faith 
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been working by love to him, and to his will, 
and to his whole houſehold and family? Remem- 
ber this is promiſed. All the children of God 
are to be taught to know and to love their 
heavenly Father. This is the very tenor of the 
covenant of grace, which the almighty Spirit has 
undertaken to fulfil. And he cannot fail in his 
office. It is his crown and glory to make good 
his covenant engagements. O truſt him then, 
and put honor upon bis faithfulneſs. He has 
promiſed to guide thee with his counſel, and to 
ſtrengthen thee with his 'might in the way of 
obedience to thy reconciled God, What is with - 
in thee; or without thee to oppoſe thy walking 
in'love with him he will incline thee to reſiſt, and 
he will enable thee to overcome. O what mayeſt 
thou not expect from ſuch a divine friend, who 
is to abide with thee on purpoſe to keep thy 
heart right with God. What can he not do, what 
will he not do for thee? Such as is the love of 
the Father and of the Son, ſuch is the love of 
the Holy Ghoſt, the ſame free, perfect, everliſt- 
ing love. Read his promiſes of it. Meditate on 
them. Pray to him for increaſing faith to mix 
with them ; that he, dwelling in the temple of 
thy heart, thou mayeſt have fellowſhip there with 
the Father and with the Son. Whatever-in thee 
is pardoned through the Son's atonement, pray 
the holy Spirit to ſubdue, that it may not inter- 
rupt communion with thy God. And whatever 
| | grace 
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grace is to be received out of the fulneſs of 
Jeſus in order to keep up and to promote that 
communion, intreat the holy Spirit to give it 
thee with growing ſtrength. But pray in faith 
nothing wavering. So ſhall the love of God rule 


in thy heart. And then thou ſhalt be like the 


ſun, when it goeth forth in its might, ſhining 
clearer and clearer to the perfect day. O may 
thy courſe be like his, as free, as regular, and as 


communicative of good, that thy daily petition 


may be anſwered, and that the will of thy Father 
may be done in earth, as it is done in heaven. 
When all theſe things concur, what can be 
wanting to make the way of obedience eaſy and 
pleaſant? It is not now an hard burden, impoſſi- 
ble to be borne. The Spirit of life which is in 
Chriſt Jeſus, hath made it eaſy. He has recon- 
ciled the believer to the law: for he ſhews it to 
him in his ſurety, magnified and made honora- 
ble---magnified infinitely in his life--made ever- 
laſtingly honorable in his death ſo that the 
Father can get the fulleſt glory to every divine 
perfection, even to his juſtice, by ſaving ſinners 
through faith in the righteouſneſs of his Son: he 
can be juſt, and yet the juſtifier of the ungodly. 
The believer perſuaded of this is reconciled to 
God. Being no longer under the law, as a cove- 


nant of works, but under grace, he loves the 


law, and walks with God in ſweet obedience 


to 
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to it. He ſets out, and: goes on every "NOR 
faith ·truſting to the acceptance of his perſon, 
and of his ſervices in the beloved. He does not 
work now, in order to be ſaved; but he works, 
becauſe he is ſaved. And he aſcribes all he 
does to the praiſe of the glory of free grace. He 
works from gratitude, and the faith of God's 
elect always does. It never fails to ſhew itſelf 
by love. The holy Spirit wins the heart by re- 
vealing to it the love of God, and thereby draws 
out the | affections after him. When the com- 
mandment comes, © My ſon, give me thy heart.” 
The ſon is ready, Lord, take it, and ſeal it 
e thine for ever.” And. whatever inbred enmity 
may remain againſt giving it to the Lord, the 
holy Spirit has undertaken to ſubdue it. It is his 
office to take away the ſtony heart, and to create 
an heart of fleſh, ſoft and willing to receive the 
impreſſion of this grace. With the ſame finger, 
which once wrote the holy law upon tables of 
ſtone, it is now written upon the fleſhly tables of 
the heart. And. then the love of God, and the 
love of man are clearly taught, and effectually 
enforced. What a change does this make in 
obe jence! Hard things are now done with 
eaſe. Rough ways are made ſmooth. Painful 
things. become. delightful. The, labor of love 
is ſweet labor: becauſe the heart is in it. The 
feet run; the hands work : all the faculties are 

ready 
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ready to exert themſelves, when” love: com- 
mands. de 10 


O my God; let it * thus iden me. Thou haſt 
given me an earneſt deſire to walk with thee in 


thy ways, guide me in them by thine almighty 
Spirit. Let him abide with me, holy Father, as 


the Spirit of adoption, that I may always a 


thee, as thy reconciled child, not under the law, 
but under grace. I would gladly walk with thee 


every ſtep by faith, and that faith working by 
love to thee and to my whole will. O God, give 


me grace ſufficient for thy holy walk. Let thy 
faithful promiſe be daily fulfilled: write thy law 


ſtill plainer in mine inward parts, and let it be 
more fairly copied out in my life. I want to 
love thee more, as thou knoweſt. O my God, 
keep my heart ſenſible of the exceeding riches of 
thy love to me, and let the growing ſenſe of this 
increaſe mine to thee. In the ſtrength of thy 


good Spirit enable me to overcome inward and 


outward oppoſition to my walking with thee in 


bye. + Let him ſtrengthen me mightily in the 


inner man for every labor of love. From him 


cometh power to embrace and to cleave with 
full purpoſe of heart unto the ways of God to 


love what he loves—and to hate what he hates. 
O thou bleſſed Spirit of the Father and of the 
Son make me willing, keep me able to enjoy the 


Father's love in his Son: and let it be a growing 
love, 
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love, abovinding yet more and more in know. 
ledge, and in all ſenſible feeling, that J may run 
and not be weary, may be going on to the end 
and not be faint. Even ſo. Let it be done unto 

thy ſervant according to thy word, wherein thou 
haſt cauſed me to put my truſt. Let me have 
fellowſhip with the Father in his love through 

the ſalvation of his Son by thine influence upon 
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and for any length of time. The hinderance: 
are many. To underſtand the nature and obliga+ 
tions of duty, to enter upon it with right mo- 
tives, to perform it in a proper temper; to go 
through it without backwardneſs or-wearineſs, 
not by conftraint, but willingly, and to find the 
true end of doing it anſwered, theſe are great 
difficulties: But they will be removed in ſome 
meaſure out of the believer's walk; if he attend 
to what was ſaid before of obedience 8 
and if he be enabled to bring it into practice. 
It cannot be too often repeated, that the true 
: bann is not under the law, as a covenant of 
works bound to keep the precept for life, or 
the law in this reſpeCt, but under grace. He is one 
with Chrift, who kept the precept, and ſuffered 
the penalty for him, as his ſurety, and in his 
ſtead. He has put in his plea, and taken the be- 
nefit of Chriſt's ſuretyſhip. His plea has been 
admitted; and therefore he is in a ſtate of per- 
fect 
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feet dcoepttinoe. He ſtands in the liberty where- 
with Chriſt hath made him free. Grace reigns 
in him, and over him, and renders his obedience 
perfect freedom. He obeys, but it is all in faith. 
He works, but it is from a ſenſe of the Father's 
love to him in his Son. Gratitude taught by the 
holy Spirit influences his heart and life. His 
heart has the love of God written upon it, and 
his life manifeſts it. He ſerves God with a 
Qrantfabwithabd without fear, and cheerfully 
does all the e he ee tb man for en 
| fake. Tis NH OO Te be 5/1519 %% {4119 0 : 
ende bekever will never get on in the way of 
duty, unleſs he learns to obey upon theſe goſpel 
principles. le will ſtand in need of their Kü ft. 
dance at every ſtep: For he will meet with con 
ſtant oppoſition to them. The "fleſh will let 
come under grace. The carnal mind is aways 
legal.” The old man of Tin'knows nothing but 
working for life, and will not ſubmit to any other 
way. Our ſinful nature is altogether for the co- 
venant of works. Jews, Turks, heathens, and no- 
minal chriſtians are all upon one plan: they expect 
God will be merciful to them for their doings. 
And the children of God are exercifed with this 
ſelf-righteous ſpirit more or lefs all their days. Is 
it not, O my foul, thy grief and burden? Art 
thou not daily-plagued with it in thy duties? 
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yet they too often fail thee in practice. O beg 
of God then, earneſtly and often, that thou mayeſt 
be caſt into the mould of the goſpel, quite evan- 
gelized in thy mind, and mayeſt perform all du- 
ties upon ſuch nnn as he himſelf n and 
are 1 8 id! 

Duty is a debt 'owing to God due n the 5 
creature. to the creator. The obligation to it 
ariſes from the abſolute dependence of the one 
upon the other; and it conſiſts in acknowledg- 
inge this in the appointed way by a perfect and 
continual ſervice of every faculty the creature 
being entirely ſubject to the will of the creator, 
and living in never-failing conformity to it: for 
the will of God doth bind all men on earth, and 
angels and glorified ſpirits in heaven. It is an 
unchangeable law obliging for ever all creatures 
to obedience, not only on account of the matter 
contained in it, but alſo with reſpect to the ſove- 
reign authority of the almighty law-giver. And 
this obligation Chriſt in the goſpel has not in the 
leaſt diſſolved, but on all occaſions has confirmed. 
and ſtrengthened. How deciſive are theſe words? 
« Think not that I am come to deſtroy the law 
© and the prophets, I am not come to deſtroy; 
« but to fulfil,” to, fulfil the law in mine own 
perſon, as the ſurety for my people, and to put 
the love of it into their hearts, and to engage 


them, 4 to aht them to practice it in their 
| lives: 


* 
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Ves . not for 1 me end, vr whicti I 
fulfilled it. Fa 

Duty is a one wh! the hinſ-as debt al- 
- ways due to God. But the debf of obedience 
being withheld, and the death of ſuffering being 
incurred, the believer is taught to plead his diſ- 
charge from ſuffering under Chriſt, and his ful- 
filling of obedience in therighteouſneſs of Chriſt. 
With this faith he has a delightful proſpect of 
duty. God is now at peace with him. God 
loves him in his Son. It is his high privilege to 
enjoy the ſenſe of thoſe diſtinguiſhing favors. For 
this end he is admitted to walk with his God. 
What an honor is this! Having received the 
adoption of ſons, he is bleſſed with his Father's 
Iove, and is taken into near fellowſhip with him. 
What a happineſs is this ! © Son, all that I have 
js thine, it is freely given to thee in Jeſus, and 
* thou art now called upon to enjoy me and 
mine in thy holy walk.“ Here duty becomes 


huis privilege. It is exalted and ſpiritualized into 


4 goſpel grace. He is bound to it, but it is by 
the cords of love. The pleaſing bonds of grati- 
tude tie his heart to obedience, to a free, holy, 
evangelical obedience. He obeys, not as a ſlave, 
but as a eas for fear, but becauſe Chriſt has 
ſet him at liberty not that God may accept, par- 
don and juſtify him, but becauſe God has done 
all for him and will do all in him--not that he 
may have heaven for his obedience, but becauſe 
1 ee] e 
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heaven is reſerved for hank ab bbs Gr it. He 
therefore looks at duty, as greatly refined | by the 
goſpel.” Every act of it, done in faith, is an act 
of fellowſhip with the Father and with the Son; 
and by the grace of the Spirit every act brings the 
Father s love through the Son's ſalvation into 
experience. Ile has communion, with his God 
in all he does. This ennobles duty. It is here- 
by raiſed to a divine honor: For it is hereby 
made, to them who are in Chriſt, the higheft 
privilege they « can have on this ſide of heaven. 
When the holy Spirit writes the law upon the 
heart, he then teaches this obedience of faith. 
He does not aboliſh duty, but he enforces it upon 
right motives, and directs it to a rig ght end. The 
ſame duties remain in the goſpel, but not upon 
the ſame obligation. Law duties, as conditions 
of life, cannot be fulfilled. The judge himſelf 
has decreed, that by the works of the law there 
ſhall no fleſh be juſtified i in his ſight. Therefore 
the law as a covenant of works does not enter 
into the believer” 8 obedience. He obeys, becauſe 
he is freed. from this covenant=-not freed from 
doing the ſame duties, which this covenant re- 
quired, but freed from doing them upon law 
motives, neither expecting the promiſed life on 
account of keeping the precepts, nor fearing the 
threatened penalty on account of not Keeping 
them. It is his privilege to obey, becauſe he is 
ſaved. | He works from a free ſpirit, and with a 
Vor. 3 =” thankful 
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thankful heart. He does all his duties in faith, 

He is ſpiritual in them, acting upon the endear- 
ing motive of God's love to him in Chriſt, as it 
has been revealed to his heart by the holy Spirit, 
He hopes for the acceptance of them only 
through the interceflion of Chriſt: And after he 
has done them ever fo well, he deſires grace from 
Chriſt to return him all his glory. Thus in every 
duty he aims at fellowſhip with God i in Chriſt 
through the Spirit, and ſeeks to preſent an odor 
of a ſweet ſmell, a ſacrifice, e 518 

pleaſing to God. 

Whatever thou art e to do, remember, 
0 my ſoul, that thou art under grace, and it is 
thy privilege to do it in faith. View the two 
tables in the hand of thy Saviour, and receive the 
ten commandments from his mouth. Happy for 
thee, Jeſus is thy law-giver. His ſpirit will goſ- 
pelize thine obedience. He will bring thine 
heart into it. He will ſet thee in the chariot of 
love, and thou ſhalt ride on proſperouſſy: He will 
oil the wheels of duty, and they ſhall run eaſy 
and pleaſant. Thou ſhalt be carried ſweetly | 
through duty, thy beloved being preſent and 


converſing with thee in it: yea thy faith work- _ 


ing by love to him will render fellowſhip with 
God in all thou doeſt oy of wy 7270 and 

Ueiglory of thy e. 36, 
O beg of thy divine teacher thus to ſpiritualize 
thine obedience. | From him _ canſt thou 
. 1 Ti "on | 
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earn the two great commandments, which are 
the ſum and ſubſtance of the will of thy God. 
In the firſt his nature is revealed, and then his 
worſhip. He is the Lord thy God, Jehovah thy 
Alehim; Jehovah means the ſelf-exiſtent God- 
head, and Alehim, the perſons in covenant, 
Father, Son and Spirit, partakers of the ſame 
felf-exiſtence, and divine glory, without any dif- 
ference, or inequality. There can be no true 
religion without the true object of worſhip, and 
he cannot be worſhipped, unleſs he be known; 
therefore it is an indiſpenſable duty to kriow the 
Lord God. But how ſhall fallen man attain to 
this knowledge? He loſt it by fin, and he cannot 
by any reaſoning faculty or power of his own 
recover it. It is a matter of fact, that no man 
did ever by ſearching find out God. And at- 
teſted by infallible authority, that the world by 
its wiſdom knew not God. There is no true 
deſeription of the Godhead, but what is revealed 
in ſcripture'; and it is altogether from the teach- 
ing of the holy Spirit, that any one ſavingly un- 
derſtands what is revealed. He the Spirit of 
wiſdom and revelation opens the eyes of the 
mind, ſets the object before them, and gives a 
clear idea of it. He takes of the things of God, 
and ſhews them to his diſciples. He does not 
lead them into abſtracted reaſonings about the 
divine nature, or what the abſblute Godhead is, 
1 Fe leſſons are uſeful and practical. He 
| "Us teaches 
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teaches the knowledge of the perſons i in Jehovah, 
as they are. related to ſinners in the covenant of 
grace, Through him the Father is made known, 
Ve have received the Spirit of adoption, by 
« whom we cry, Abba, Father, Rom. viii. 1 3. 
Through, him the Son is believed i in: for no man 
Can ſay, that J eſus i is the Lord, but by che holy 
5 Gholt. . He diſcovers the Father's s love in the 
Son. with its rich graces and abundant leſlings, 
as it is written, we have i Jeceived, not the 45 
5 rit of the World, but the Spirit which, is 
& „God, that we. might know the things 1 are 
6. freely given to us of God. 4 He makes, known 
the giver, and the gifts, and be. is receiyed for 
that very purpoſe. He ſhines into. the heart to 
852 the light of the knowledge of the glory of 
God. i in the perſon c of, Jeſus, Chriſt, And. this is 
faving acquaintance. with the, Father and with 
the Son; For hereby the underſtanding i is reſſored 
| to the 1 image of Sod. and. the. new man is re- 
newed i in knowledge a iter the; i se 2 of him, that 
en 19 rig fd 0 br 
30, What. a mercy is, this! " What. can, Fall for 
gener praiſe! And ibis mercy, O my, ſoub, is 
thine,;. Unſpeakably. gracious has the Lord been 
tg. thee, Ie has, given. thee, the knowledge. of 
bimſelf.. His i image is upon thi ne underſtanding. 
Ulis light i is Mining upon it; certainly, it is as 
gest an, 88, ag When he firſt commanded. the 
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eafiog>? =_— >. © lieve 


— 


PEAT 10 02 13 — > 
"WALK OF FAITH. 309 


nieve in him, T know him to be my Farnzn. 
O precious name! The love of his heart, and it 
is infinite: the bleſſings of his love, and they 
are numberleſs, he has called me to enjoy, 
freely, of mere grace, of his own ſovereign good | 
will---called me to the adoption of ſons, to the 
n6bleſt dignity,” yea to everlaſting honor, 'to be 
4 ſon of the moſt high God God is my Father. 
me new-birth i is from him—that which is born 
of the Spirit is ſpirit, and has fellowſhip with 
the Father of ſpirits. Behold! what manner of 
love this is! No parent ever loved, or can love 
a child as my Father which is in heaven loves 
me. An id I deſire in the ſenſe of this to love 
Hirn, to cleave to him with full purpoſe of heart, 
and gratefully to devote all T have and am to 
his ſervice and to his glory. O thou divine re- 
vealer of this love enlighten mine. underſtanding 
Aa”; influence 1 my affections, that I may grow 
in the knowledge of my Father in Jeſus : For 
In him the Father only is to be known. He 
is bis Father, as our covenant head, and there- 
fore ours in him. God is not a Father to any, 
but i in Chriſt. The name Father leſpects Chriſt, 
as the firſt- -begatten, and then all his ſeed. He 
| is the Fa ther of our ford Jeſus Chriſt, of whom 
the whole family i in heaven and earth is named, 
an d depends for its adoption on the Father of 
their Lord Jeſus Chriſt, He undertook to be 
made man, to live and to die for the many ſons, 
whom 
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whom, be was to bring to glory: and in conſe- 
i quence of his undertakings it pleaſed the Father 
to lay up all fulneſs of grace for them in the 
God -man, their covenant head. And it Pleaſes 
the Spirit to witneſs of this fulneſs, and to en- 
able believers to receive out of it grace for 
grace. Thus he reveals Immanuel to them. 
They know him, and are one with him. He is 
their Lord and their God, and by faith they live 
in him and upon him. Truſting to his atone- 
ment and righteouſneſs they have peace with 
their-reconciled Father, and they enjoy his love 
ſhed abroad in their hearts by the Holy Ghoſt. 
Waiting in the appointed ways they grow in the 
knowledge of the wonderful perſon God - Jeſus. 
They ſee more of the divine glory of his ſalvation 
work, and by depending on it daily they enjoy 
more of the things which accompany ſalvation. 
Thrice happy are they, whoſe acquaintance: with 
Jeſus is thus increaſing. Their happineſs has a 
boundleſs ſubject. They may ſtudy on, and they 
will find in him new worlds of delight to eter- 
nity. O ye highly favored, read and adore the 
wonders already wrought for you ; among which 
theſe are not the leaſt : «© We know that the 
“ Son of God is come, and hath given us an 
Fc underſtanding to know him that is true, and 
% we are in him that is true, even in his Son 
4 Jeſus Chriſt, who i is the true God and eternal 
« life.” Bleſſed knowledge! they have an un- 

T © derſtanding 
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derſtanding given them, and they are ſavingly 
acquainted with the Father and with the Son by 
the teaching of the Holy Ghoſt. Jehovah is their 
Alehim. Thus they learn the firſt part of their 
duty, which leads them to the Tl 

Second, Namely to love the perſons in the 
Godhead, becauſe they ſtand in this moſt endear- 
ing relation to them. They love the Father, 


who is their Father in Jeſus, They have not 


only heard of, and believed in, but have alſo 
enjoyed his precious love. It has been ſhed 
abroad in their hearts by the Holy Ghoſt? who 
has overcome all reſiſtance to his love ; yea has 
made enmity itſelf yield to it. Having purified 
the conſcience by faith, he then purifies the 
heart: He pours into it a ſenſe of that love, 
which gave his co-equal Son for them, and all 
the bleſſings in earth and in heaven with him. 
Thereby he draws: out the affections in holy 
deſires to be more united to the Father of mer- 
_ cies. It is the property of love to deſire to be 
united to the beloved object. The holy Spirit 
has diſcovered the object, and has given the 
defire, and he fulfils all the defires of his own 
creating. He teaches all the children of God to 
know their Father; and to experience his love 
to them in his Son, and then they cannot but 
love him. He creates the new heart for this 
very purpoſe; and makes it ſenſible that the 
Father's love is all received through the Son, 
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and dns the Father and the OO 
with an undivided affection. 

Ihe Son is his office name. It mould r never 
be heard without putting us in mind ef the won- 


derful love of our God in his undertakings. He 


covenanted to be made fleſn. What a miracle 
af love is that! He engaged with his Father to 
be the ſurety for his people, to do their work, 
to ſuffer their puniſhment, and then God and 
man, one Chriſt for ever, was to have all fulnefs 
of covenant bleſſings to give his people. The 
Father has no love, the Spirit beſtows no grace, 
but what comes through Chriſt. A believer is 
therefore taught in every thing he does to have 
fellowſhip. with Chriſt. His ſafety, his happi- 
neſs, his hopes of happineſs to-day and for ever 
are bleſſings to be received out of Immanuel's 
fulneſs: for he is the head over all things to the 
church which is his body, the -fulnefs of him 
that filleth all in all. And while the member is 
receiving life and ſenſe and happineſs from the 
fulneſs of the head, he will have fre otiv 
to love his divine Saviour. What can fix his af - 
fections, if gratitude to Jeſus cannot? He has f 
every thing in him, that can win the heart. le 
has beauty to engage love, bleſſings to increafe 
love, glories to incrèaſe love ta him for ever- 
more. He is beauty without a rival“ Whatever 
is charming in any earthly: object is but a ray 
om him, and ſhould lead to him; it is but a 
Dis | | . beam £ 
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manuel. And ſo is: — 'of heavenly 
objects: ſaints and angels have nothing beauti- 


them. He is the Lord and giver of all their 
glory. How glorious then muſt he be? He is 


mine, ſays the believer, and iny property in him 


makes him indeedeglorious in mine eyes. Once 
I ſaw. no beauty in him, that I ſhould deſire him; 
but now he is my beloved and my frie 
ſee every thing truly lovely in my Lord and m 
God. Whatever elſe co 
to be but a ſhadow: the ſubſtande is my Jeſus. 
He endearg himſelf daily to me by his numberleſs 
favors. I am always receiving out of his fulneſs 
ſome, bleſſing, which; makes him the centre of 
my happineſs. Every look of faith diſcovers in 
him ſome new excellency, and brings. from him 
ſome: freſh. Kindneſs, and thereby engages, my 
heart ſtill more to its precious Saviour. And 


when I look: forward to the glory to be revealed, 
. when I ſhall: ſee. my deareſt Jeſus face to face, 


and ſhall be like; him, and ſhall; enjoy him, and 
ok all; the bleſſings of ther eternal Three for 
ever, O this is too big for pꝓreſent thought; yet 
it conſtrains me to give up my whole ſoul to this 
heayenly lover. Glorify him daily in me, thou 


faithf ul witneſs for Jeſus, and give me continual 


mien, t9 love thee; with the fame undivided 
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of what thou doeſt, or: fearing to be beaten with 
many ſtripes» for not: doing it well.. Thy God 
whom thauderveſt is thy moſt loving friend; and 


: | tendereſt father. He loved thee in Jeſus; freely 


by. grace, not hy works done by thee, or to be 
done. Immanuel is thy Saviour: His love to 
amin nade 1 piaf, aracles: | Nojunderſtanding 
df angels or of glorified ſpirits can conceive how 
great it is: for it paſſeth knowledge, Never- 
theleſs che holy Spirit has revealed it unto thee. 
He loves thee, as the; Father and the Son do. 
ee ſame divine affection... Thy debt is 
1 equal, / gratitude ſhould be the ſame to the 

bleſſed — nene of thine-infinite 


+ bleſſy ng! to — en and 

IHNSS-6 prac — thy walk with 

bim. 9289 ith this, faith .Jook,at duty, Its is the 
expreſſion of gratitude to thy deareſt. friend, and 
ib is the way to enjoy his divine friendſhip. | He 
requires it out dene cott hen — hon 


e eee eee eee 
| "xn on by it. He would have thee; — — 
eh In. order to mammtain a ſenle af his graci- 
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ous preſence, in thy heart, and ſo to/ w * with | 
him as to have his love to thee confirmed. at exery 
ſtep.; and therefore thou ſhquldſt ſeek to preſerve 
a conſtant nearneſs and -holy jellowthipawith him 
in ere wann thou doeſt. e is the will of 


een — . duty Prey 40 he | 
taught it better, and to go on in it more-ſpiri- 
tually every day. Bring it into all thy affairs. 
Hithicallizigy as welkas in tlie means of grace, 

im heniponal as. wel us in cheaVenly matters, ſet 
ways before thee,” ahd ſo live, and ddt 

in every thing as lo keep up communionſ with thy 
God and Father in Jeſus by em of the 
E alt own 3 rot bona warr eel 
W inro\Guaiciqthuribecedndthe-dear object 'of 
thy >happy heart, then every way wherein>his 
love! is to be: enjoyed will become delightful: 
The time, theiplace; the means of meeting with 
him will belgreatlyodẽſired and much longed for: 
Thy heart Cannot but be; where thy treaſure is: 
Thou wilt want no ſpur to duty, no wchip to drive 
thee>to:otdinances. It- will be enough, that the 
Lord's tere. As when hei ſaid tõ David ſeek 
ye my face-His heart rephed<-thys fade, Lord, 
Wilb zl ſeek Alis theart ſaid it.“ His affections 
wereiſetowpon'i , Hd he was ready to ſcek; 

where Er God ᷓũ ẽ e BE fou¹g! ͤ⸗Nohunted 
Bart everipativecR wet fter ne Wwüer Brooke 
than eee His hope in doing 
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any thing was to have God's s gracious preſence 
with him. And his happineſs in it was to have 
communion with God: This is goſpel duty. And 
what a glorious privilege is it! O that it may be 
my happy experience thus to meet God in all his 
ways; and to enjoy him in my daily walk. That 
thoumayeſt grow in this divine fellowſhip, conſider, 
O my ſoul; ſome of the duties of the firſt table, 
and learn to practiſe them upon goſpel principles. 
The firſt and chief is PWAYER, which conſiſts 
in keeping up daily converſe with thy God upon 
Alb occaſions. This, is the breathing of the new 
born ſoul. It wants to draw the air of heaven, 
and to live in its own proper element. There 
is a way opened for it unto the throne of glory, 
and the children of God may approach it with 
boldnefs: for it is a throne of grace, and he 
that ſitteth upon it loves to hear and to anſwer 
their petitions. He is their Father. I go, ſays 
* Jeſus, to my Father and to your Father; my 
5 Father himſelf loveth you; aſk what ye will 
beloved object of prayer -a reconciled Father in 
Teſus--whoſe heart is full of tenderneſs to the 
complaints and miſeries of his family -his pro- 
miſes are the declarations of his pure love 
dependence upon his fulfilling them does honor 
to his truth and faithfulneſs, and always brings 
down. the bleſſing. The holy Spirit abides with 
ths: e children of God. 99 -_ 
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in faith. He helps their infirmities in prayer, 
ſtrengthens their graces, and beſtows on them 
their comforts. He enables them to come with 
boldneſs, and have acceſs with confidence. 
Whatever their Father has freely promiſed to 
give them in Jeſus, they can aſk in faith, nothing 
wavering: for they know his promiſes cannot 
fail. They find them daily fulfilled, whereby 
their holy familiarity with their Father increaſes. 
He draws nearer to them and they draw nearer 
to him. This their mutual intercourſe may be 
. Interrupted, but it cannot be entirely broken off. 
God is always diſpofed to hear, although the be- 
liever be not always able to pray rejoicing. It 
is ſtill his privilege, although he may not find 
any great delight in it; but if he continue to 
make conſtant uſe of his privilege his delight will 
return, and God will fulfil to him the gracious 
e will make 1 ger — RG 
Prayer. 

Thus the child of. God "OE to love ores; 
yea to pray without: ceaſing. He lives under 
his Father's eye, and in a dependence on his 
Father's care for him night and day. And he 
has hereby as true and laſting fellowſhip with 
the things of God in his ſoul, as he has er d | 
things of this world in his bodſe. 

O what an (exalted privilege is this! How 
highly is prayer hereby ennobled! It is not a 
ow Oy to an abſolute God: but a gracious 

| intercourſe 
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interco tl witkea cdvettat Gddi--Not praftiſed 
that he may love us: but becauſe he loves us-- 
not to make us his children: but becauſe: we 
are his children. It ſhould be performed always 
in this faith. If there be inſirmities in it, ſuch 
as Wandering. coldneſs, or the like, we are to 
— wel are not heard for: the good- 
neſs of our prayers, nor anſwered for the fervency 
of them. That which makes our perſons ac- 
cepted obtains acceptance for our ſervices alſo. 
Weand all we doi are only accepted in the be- 
loved: For through Jeſus Chriſt we have an 
e heceſs by one Spirit cunts the Father,“ Epb. 
ii 18. our acceſs is through Jeſus Chri 
ITruſting to his: finiſhed ſalvation we enter into 
the: preſence of the Father, and guided by the 
holy Spirit wie pray in faith. Whatever we aſk 
in the Sonꝭs name we know that we have the pe- 
titions which we deſired of him. This ſpiritua- 
'hzes prayer, and puts glory upon it: becauſe 
therecis heavenly: fellowſhip with God in it, 
With the F ather through: the. Son, __ oe one 
Spirit. tc s ah n n 2 ro; 
+ Theſe . privileges of Chriſtian 
prayer. Thou goeſt, O my ſouli ato meet thy 
Dod in it to converſè with thy Father ta call 
on him for the fulfilling of his promiſes made in 
Jeſis to wait on him for his anſwers---and to 
give him his glory. O What bleſſed ſeaſons haſt 
| . this comminiibn with thy God 
21 1 09 127 ft | 7 How 
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How has he manifeſted his nearneſs to thee, and 
bounty towards thee ! Haſt thou not found his 
heart open, his ears open, and his hands open to 
grant thee the requeſt of thy lips? And when 


thou haſt not found ſuch ſweet fellowſhip with 
thy God in prayer, yet thy dependence on his 


faithful word has been exerciſed and improved. 
Thou haſt left thy petitions with thy friend and 
advocate, truſting to that moſt glorious deſcrip- 
tion of him in New. vill 3, 4. * And another 
* angel came and ſtood at the altar, having a 
golden cenſer, and there was given unto him 
“much incenſe that he ſhould offer it with the 
e prayers of all ſaints upon the golden altar, 
« which was before the throne. And the ſmoke 
« of the incenſe, which came with the prayers 
te of the ſaints aſcended up before God out of 
the angels hand.“ O thou great angel of the 
covenant thus preſent my prayers. They are 
nothing worth, but as perfumed with thy divine 
odors. Let them ever aſcend before God out of 
thy hand with the ſmoke of the incenſe of thy 
facrifice and interceſſion. Bleſſed Spirit of prayer 
increaſe my faith, that I may truſt more to a 
prayer hearing God and Father, who is always 
ready to grant every good thing promiſed to his 
children in Chriſt Jeſus. Amen. | 
| Pxrarst and prayer go together. The prayer 
of faith will afford continual matter for praiſe. 
The one is a dependence on God for every pro- 
. X miſed 
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miſed bleſſing, the other is the acknowledgment 
of his having beſtowed it. Innocent man had 
his heart in this ſweet work. It was his happi- 
neſs. Every.breath in paradife was praiſe. The 
redeemed man has more reaſon. His: obligations 
are far greater, than Adam was under, to his 
God=—-raiſed from his fall--ſaved from the guilt 
and miſery of it--choſen and called to this falva- 
.tion by mere grace--through faith a partaker of 
it an heir of God, and a joint-heir with Chriſt, 
O what motives are theſe to continual thankful- 
neſs! And theſe motives are effectual, when the 
holy Spirit diſcovers the things that are freely 
given 0 us of God. He makes us ſenſible of 
them and thankful for them : for he preſerves in 


the ſoul a bleſſed poverty of ſpirit, an humble 


_ abiding ſenſe of wants and unworthineſs, and 
thus he lays a ſure foundation for thankfulneſs. 

Every bleſũng is then received with a, Why me- 
what am I, and what is my Father's houſe, that 
God ſhould deal thus bountifully with me? 1 
muſt refer it all to the praiſe of the glory of his 
OWN. grace: bleſſed be the G od and Father of 

our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who, hath bleſſed me with 
all ſpiritual bleſſings in heavenly things in Chriſt. 


1 theſe bleſſings flow from the Father's love in 


his Son, and the holy Spirit has diſcovered to me 
that boundleſs ocean of love, and has often re- 

freſhed me with its life-giving ſtreams. He has 
made known to me the good, pleaſure of the 
| , 5 Father's 
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Fath 


rs will, which he had purpoſed i in himſelf, 
to chooſe me by his diſtinguiſhing grace to be 
one of his children, and through faith in Jefus 


Chriſt I read my adoption, and take poſſeſſion of 
the inheritance of children: Mine experience of 


theſe bleſſings cannot be queſtioned; while I am 
receiving out of the fulneſs of Jeſus grace for 
grace. O how. great is my debt! It is es to 
the eternal Three; ſo ſhould my gratitude be. It 
is very meet, right and my bounden duty, that I 


ſhould at all times and in all places give thanks 


unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty ever- 
laſting God: therefore with angels and arch- 
angels and with all the company of heaven I 
laud and magnify thy glorious name, evermore 
praiſing thee and ſaying, Holy, Holy, Holy, 
Lord, God of hoſts: heaven and earth are full of 
thy glory. ogg Is to thee,'O Lord moſt Sts 
Amen. | : 

May ſuch as, this, 0 my ſoul, be 8 daily tri= 
bute of thanks: Conſider what thou oweſt to 
thy God—how great are his favors, how many, 
how endleſs:—and beſtowed on the. moſt unwor- 
thy. Review his goodneſs i in giving thee being, 
and in preſerving it. Remember from how many 
dangers and pains he has delivered thee; what 
health and creature comforts he has vouchfafed 
of his mere bounty; ; and what a monument of 
his long ſuffering thou art. O what a miracle ! 


that one, þ. the thee, ſhould be out of hell, Then 
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put to the account f piritual favors, what bleſſings 
thou haſt received from the Father's love in Jeſus ; 
what bleſſings thou art entitled to in him, not 
only i in time, but alſo in eternity. Caſt up the 
mighty ſum, and ſay, How much it is. Canſt 
thou tell the numbers thereof? No. It is be- 
yond the power of the greateſt arithmetician. If 
thou couldſt write a figure upon every atom in 
the creation, thou wouldſt want a new world, 
whereon to ſum up the vaſt account: for thy 
mercies reach to the heaven of heavens, and they 
are alſo everlaſting. Then conſider to whom thou 
art thus indebted. Is it not to a juſtly offended 
God, who might have glorified all his perfections 
in puniſhing thee for thy ſins? Whereas in won- 
derful grace he has choſen and called thee to the 
388 58 of Sons. He is thy Father, This is 
the ſpring of all thy mercies. In love he gave 
his Son to finiſh thy ſalvation. And his ſpirit has 
brought thee to believe in it, and to enjoy it. 

This is the ſoutee of all thy Praiſe. The object 
of thankſgiving i is thy covenant God, who is re- 
lated to hee” in ſuch a bond of love, as will 
bring thee under eternal obligations. Thou art 
therefore in all thy praife to remember thy rela- 
tion to Father, Son, and Spirit, thy debt to them 
for that moſt bleſſed relation, thy growing, ever 
growing debt. Praiſe will pay none of it. The 
faints in glory do but acknowledge it. While 
they are praiſing more, the fam is increafing. O 
„„ ark my 
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my ſoul, beg of thy God to give thee: grace, that 
thine acknowledgments May be i In, ſome. mea- 
ſure like theirs. They are crying Holy, Holy, 
Holy, Lord God, giving glory for the Father's 


love in Jeſus, and for their experience of it by 


the eternal Spirit. May this ſubject, be thine, 
more ſpiritual, more holy every day, till it be 


what theirs is, perfect and without intermiſſion. 


Since it is thy privilege, O my ſoul, to pray to 


hs covenant God, and to praiſe him for cove- 


nant mercies, then thou wilt highly prize the 


holy scRIPTUREsS.; becauſe without them thou 


canſt not know what to pray for, nor what is in- 
deed a mercy. Thy faith has nothing to ſtand 
upon, but the word of God, and nothing to 
praiſe him for, but mercies therein promiſed, and 
by believing received. O how dear then ſhould 
his word be to thee ; how greatly ſtudied, how 


diligently heard, that by it thou mayeſt grow in 


every grace, which is needful for thy holy walk 
with God. It is the appointed means by which 
the holy Spirit acts. It is his great inſtrument in 
beginning and carrying on ſpiritual life. He 
opens the underſtanding to know the ſcriptures, 
he inelines the will and the affections to receixe 
them in the love of the truth, and he influences 
the whole man to ſubmit to live; under the obe- 
dience of faith. Whatever ſtrength, victory, 


canon. 0 bleſling of any kind he beſtows, it 
5 comes 
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comes by ol g the truth through the Spirit, 
So that thou canſt not go on in thy walk with 
God, but by conſtant and believing uſe of the 
ſcriptures. | They ſhould be thy ſtudy night and 
day, heard and read carefully, mixed with faith, 
treaſured up in thy memory, received into r 


heart, and brought into thy life, and all by the 


„ 

2 

3 
88 


teaching of the holy Ghoſt, in der to thine en- 


joyment of the promiſed bleſſings of the Father's 
love through the Son's ſalvation. ' Thus the word 


will be the means of thy maintaining fellowſhip 


with the bleſſed Trinity. By mixing faith with 
it thou wilt be conſtantly receiving from them 
covenant mercies: and ſo thou wilt go forward. 
Thy ſteps will be ordered aright according to the 
word, and thy way will be Profperous. 
Conſider then, O my ſoul, whether thou art 
making t this uſe-of the ſcriptures. Doft thou'find 


the means of thy growth i in divine knowledge, i in 


faith and love? Do they really promote thy com- 
munion with God, and on that account are they 
daily more thy ſtudy, and thy delight! 42 Never 
think of hearing or reading them without pray- 
ing for the teaching of the holy Spirit, that they 


may be the means of keeping up fellowſhip with 


thy Father in Jeſus. For this end they were re- 


vealed, and if this end be not anſwered they Pro- 


fit thee nothing. Make it then thy conſtant Prac- 
tice--before wm to pray for a ſpiritual appe- 


ite, 


* 
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tite, that as new born babes deſire milk, ſo thou 
mayeſt hunger and thirſt for the good word of 
life=-in hearing, beg of God, that thou mayeſt 
feed upon the word and digeſt it, and thine in- 
ward man may be nouriſhed up in the words of 
faith, and of good doctrine after hearing, pray 
for a ſanCtified memory to treaſure up for uſe, 
what thou haſt learnt, that as occaſion ſhall ſerve 
it may be realized, and brought into practice, thy 
life and converſation being caſt into the mould of 
the word. With the ſame dependence on thy 
divine teacher read, as well as hear, the ſcrip- 
tures. Meditate on them. Converſe about them, 
expecting to find them able to make thee wiſe 
unto ſalvation. through faith, which is in Chriſt 
Jeſus, and as thy faith in him increaſes, able to 
bring in richer experience of thy. Father's love in 
W 
How ſweet i is prayer, how Jelightful ; is praiſe, 
how bleſſed: is hearing and reading the word, 
when theſe are the means of meeting and con- 
verſing with God! His preſence puts the higheſt 
honor upon them, and exalts duty into a- royal 
privilege : for he is preſent as a Father with his 
children. O what a dignity is it to have God 
for our Father! What an happineſs to have free 
fellowſhip- with him in this deareſt relation? In 
thy. daily hearing and reading his word, obſerve, 
O my ſoul, what is ſpoken of this holy fellow- 
ſhip; and ſeek to maintain it, and to improve it 


in 
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in e appointed way, deere in niz 
the command of thy dying friend. 
Do this iu remembrance of me. When his diſci- 
ples meet together for this purpoſe, then place 
the whale dependence of thy heart upon thy 
crucified Saviour. Conſidering the infinite and 
everlaſting efficacy of the facrifice of his body 
and ſoul to take away ſin, draw near in faith to 
feaſt upon it: for his" fleſh is meat indeed, and 
his blood is drink indeed. Look well to the end 
of the inſtitution. It was not only to remind 
thee of, but alfo to convey to thee, all the bleſſ- 
ings of that one offering, which perfects for ever. 
It was to teach thee, that thy ſpiritual life, and 
every grace and comfort of it are as dependent 
upon Chriſt crucified, as the life of thy bady is 
upon the meat and drink of this world. Thy 
life comes from his death. Thy life is nouriſhed 
by feeding upon Chriſt thy paſſover, who was 
ſacrificed for thee. He intended by the bread 
to point out unto thee his body, and by the wine 
his blood---by eating and drinking them, thy 
taking and living upon him--by thy bodily ſup- 
port received Nm them, the nouriſhment of thy 
ſoul by eating his fleſh and drinking his blood. 
He would wh thee to look through the ſigns to 
the things ſignified. ' Thou art not to reſt in the 
outward aw” but to reft in the promiſWiry che 
word of God. Thy faith is not to be Exerciſed 


e the Lord's ſupper as'a ME 55 it is to 
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be exerciſed upon his word; and what he has 
therein promiſed to make it, that thou art to 
expect in taking it. He appointed it to be the 
means of communicating with him, and of thy 
enjoying fellowſhip with him in his ſufferings. It 
is a ſpiritual believing act, in which thou art in- 
vited to partake of the paſchal lamb. It is the 
Lord's paſſover; and will certainly anſwer every 
purpoſe, for which he inſtituted it. He appoint- 
ed it to be the means of ſafety from the deſtroyer; 
of deliverance from bondage, of free and full for- 
giveneſs of all fins, of an happy paſſage through 
the red fea, and of the everlaſting poſſeſſion of 
the promiſed inheritance. For theſe gracious 
purpoſes the Father's love gave his Son to be a 
lamb flain, and then a lamb feaſted on: and the 
holy Spirit makes it a feaſt indeed. It is to the 
believing receiver ſpiritually, whatever the paſſ- 
over was to the Jews on their coming out of 
Egypt. It is a communion with the bleſſed Tri- 
nity---with the Father for providing ſuch a ban- 
quet of-love---with the Son for giving himſelf to 
be a lamb lain, and to be a ſpiritual repaſt to his 
people in earth and in heaven—with the holy 
Spirit for rendering the bread which is broken 

the communion of the body of Chrift, and the 
cup of bleffing the communion of the blood of 
Chriſt. Communion” ſignifies | union 'with-—the 
believer united to Chriſt--one with Chriſta 


member in his body, lives in him, and on him, 
has 
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has communications of life, nouriſhment, firength, 
comfort, &c. as the members have from their 
union with the head. He has a real inward fel- 
lowſhip with Jeſus, in his croſs and paſſion, in his 
reſurrection and aſcenſion, in his interceſſion and 
ſitting at the right hand of the majeſty on bigh. 

He communicates now with Jeſus in all the bleſ- 
ſings of his Father's love, and will communicate 
with him in all his Father's, glory. O what a 
| privilege. is the Lord's Supper, when. it is thus 
the means of communion with the Son, and With 
his Father through the Spirit! What an honor 
is it to be admitted to a feaſt inſtituted by the 
Lamb of God, and for the enjoyment of the love 
of God!, Mhat a bleſſing is it to fit down now to 
the marriage ſupper of the Lamb, and to partake 
by faith of its ſpiritual realities and delights ! 
There is nothing. beyond this upon earth, and it 
has ſometimes been to the belieying receiver A 
foretaſte of heaven. Yes, bleſſed be God, it has 
been, even to thee, O my ſou}, unworthy as thou 
art of one crumb from the maſter's table, a feaſt 
of fat things, of wines kept, even of fat things, 
full of marrow, of wines kept and welkrefined. 
And when thou haſt not been ſo highly feaſted, 
yet thou haſt enjoyed ſolid communion, Partak- 
ing of the bread and wine according; ta the 
Lord's inſtitution, and depending on the Lord's 
promiſe, thou haſt been fed and nouriſhed. at his 
table. The virtue of the ink has been put forth, 
8 


* * 4 ® 


in thy heart, and thou haſt as truly by faith eat 
the fleſh, and drank the blood of the Son of man, 
as thou didſt eat the bread and drink the wine, 
It was ſtrictly ſpeakin ga communion : being united 


to Chriſt; thou-waſt a partaker of Chriſt, and hadſt 
fellowſhip with him in his life and death. O 


pray for more of this. Beg of the holy Spirit to 
increaſe thy communion with Jeſus, that thou 
mayeſt live more in him and on him, and thereby 


enjoy more of the love of thy heavenly Father. 


Plead his promiſe, and expect the fulfilling of it: 
He that eateth my fleſh and drinketh my blood 


4 dwelleth in me, and I in him: As the living 
Father bath ſent me, and I live by the Father, 


«ſo he that eateth me, even rhe ſhall live 12 18 
* vi. 56, 57 Son | 
Viewing the duties of ths firſt table in this 
light; how exalted are they, and ſpiritual What 
a glory does it put upon them, that the believer 
has fellowſnip with the eternal Three, and in 
prayer, and praiſe, in hearing and reading the 
word, and at the Lord's Supper he enjoys their 
eovenant mercies, partaking of them now as 
really by faith, as ever he will by ſenſe in heaven! 
Ihe law written and engraven in ſtones was glo- 
rious, but the law thus written upon his heart ex- 
celleth in glory. The two firſt tables of ſtone 
were broken, the other two are oſt: but no 


time ſhall deface the writing of the holy Spirit. 


The new heart, turned in love to God, ſhall keep 
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his, impreſſion, * ever. Faith ſhould reſt; ſe 
curely upon this; becauſe he has undertaken to 
abide for ever with his own people, that the pur- 
poſes of the Father's love, and the bleſſings of 
the. Son's ſalvation may be always. enjoyed by 
them. In eee of Shi Tiff! nth Ger 
keep, the 

„Lon bar. "hw. reſt. c on it Fon Jabour. 
declaring thereby their belief of the reſt; which 
the eternal Three have provided in ] eſus—a reſt 
in their ſouls— given without their labour and 
pains—ſecured to them by coyenant—kept for 
them by almighty power -a ſabbath remaining 
for the people of God, into which they ſhall as 
certainly. enter, as Jeſus their forerunner. is en- 
tered. Sabbath Rp a 2 of. 5 * 36s 
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FOR 


mory. ** his bond che aha of the new © crea- 
tion. The end for which the world was. made 
will be anſwered ſoon; and then it, and all the 
works therein ſhall be burnt, up, and the plage of 
them found no more: but the Slorious Work of 
the God-man ſhall endure for ever. In honor of 
this greateſt work of God we.; keep the Lord's. 
day. It is his Sabbath-=a day eternally famous 
for his finiſhing the work of ſalvation, and enter 
wg into his reſt. nd we who have believed, 

« ſays the apoſtle, do enter inte reſt; We d 
enter into it now. by ih aas weft ſhare with him 


#ifl : þ | in 


in his Sabbath! The atonement which he made, 
the righteouſneſs vohich he wrought out, the 
victory which che obtained, the works which he 
perfected for ever, and the glory which he mow 
inherits, we enjoy at preſent 3 ee and 
enter upbn the poſſeſſion of According 
to our faith, ſuch is our reſt. He that believes 
without deubt or wavering in the finiſhed ſalva- 
fon of Tefus;! he will have the peace of God 
raling'ia his conſcience,” he will experience the 
perfect love of God to him, which will make 
hirn reſt in his love to God, and then he will 
delight himſelf in the ways of God. This is the 
chriſtian ſabbath. It conſiſts in Teſting upon 
Jeſus, and in depending upon his having finiſhed 
the works of redemption, and then in living | 
upon them for our ſouls, as much as we 3 
the works of creation for our bodies. 
Sweet is” the” "wy bo feſt; Your in this bly 


ritual reefs with" God, _ confebrmed for 
keeping up fellowſhip with him in his fatherly 
love in Jeſus, and for receiving from him com- 
munications of his graces and bleffings. Thrice 
happy day Ain which this fellowſhip is kept up, 
and theſe graces and bleſfings are enjoyed. By 
this heavenly converſe the inward man is re- 


newed irh 1 di rength: his Faculties are 


entarged; arid their happineſs i is increafed. By 


ivhich means he comes nearer to the ſpiritual reſt 
* of 


1 
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ofithe heavenly ſabbath. He calls it his delight 


holy of the Lord, honorable: becauſe the end 
of its inſtitution is anſwered to him, and he has 


on it happy communion with his God. When 


he draws near to God in his appointed ways, he 
finds God in them and experiences his loving 
kindneſs which is better than life itſelf. Bleſſed 


is the man, who is thus highly favored. He 


enters within the veil into the holieſt by the 


blood of Jeſus, and finds a moſt, loving: Father 


upon a throne of grace. In every ſervice on the 
Lord's day, he ſeeks a more intimate acquaint- 


ance and more ſpiritual fellowſhip with him; 
His very heart is engaged in this Work. His 


ſoul thirſteth, and his very fleſh longeth to meet 
God, as he has met him in the ſanctuary. 
Therein he has found communications of grace, 
which have rendered the ordinances delightful 
indeed. He rejoices in hopes of meeting God 
and of drawing near to him in prayer, of praiſ- 


ing him ſtill more and more for his abundant 


mercies, of hearing the reviving ſound of goſpel 


grace, and of everlaſting, love, and of receiving 


it not as the word of man, but as it is in truth 
the word of God, and . Arting, down to the 


banquet of heaven in with Chriſt 


crucified, through him . of the F ather's 


love by the Spirit's influence. Bleſſed: is he of 


the Lord, who is thus ſpiritual ; in ſabbath duties. 


By: keeping up conſtant EO with God 
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in thei his: bleſſedneſs 3 is increaſing. He is al. 
ready in poſſeſſion of the ſame things, which his 
elder brethren are enjoying in heaven: and he 
will become more heavenly minded, while he 
maintains daily fellowſhip with the eternal "_— 
in their covenant-offices and bleflings. 2 
Conſider, O my ſoul, that theſe — are 
dive; Look well to»: thine improvement of 
them. Remember, thou art already by believ- 
ing entered into reſt. Thy fabbath is begun 
a day, whoſe ſun/ ſhall never ſet-hoſe glory 
mall ſhine brighter for evermore. May thine 
enjoyment of this reſt,” which is ſo glorious; be 
growing, until thou attain to the eternal ſabbath. 
O pray thy Lord to lift up the light of his coun- 
tenance upon thee, to vouchſafe thee more of 
the love of his heart, and more of the bounty of 
his hand, more communion with him, and more 
communications from him, that thou mayeſt be 
growing up into Jeſus in all things, and be 
ready, whenever he calls ee to enter in with 
him into his perfect reſt. 8 
Ihus the firſt table duties are "TON 5 oh 
teaching of the holy Spirit they become goſpel 
privileges. When he makes us new creatures in 
Chriſt Jeſus, then we take the Three in Jehovah 
to be our God. We know our Father in Chriſt, 
believe in him and love him. We will have no 
other Gods, but him. We give his honor to 
e his Wen to n our time and heart- 
ſervice 


336 Wax oF Farm 
Arens none, but him. His love made known 


do us, engages our affections, and puts us upon 
ſeeking fellowſhip with him in all appointed 


ways. Vea, the more we know of his perfect 
love to us, the more we are diſpoſed to love him, 

and to witneſs it in every thing we do. It be- 
comes our ſtudy to walk before him in all well 
pleaſing: for we find it our happineſs. Whether 
we cat or nn riſe: ow. or he down to ne fol- 


: pony men, 5 to . in ich. - This 
makes the common things of life ſpiritual actions 
n. in them we maintain intercourſe with 
God. This is indeed the heavenly temper of 
the children of the moſt High. They ſeek the 
preſence, and the bleſſings of their Father in 
Jeſus in all they do. They are taught to live in 
a ſimple dependence upon him. They acknow- 
ledge this dependence by looking up to him for 
every thing needful, and having received it by 
giving him all his glory. Then they are returned 
in heart and life to that . from * 8. 
1 departed by un belief. 
Moſt bleſſed return! — the old Linful 
| Fn with its affections and luſts is pardoned, 
and thereby they have loſt their dominion. They 
have no right to exerciſe their tyranny Any 
Jonger. The baſe .ſelfiſh tempers, which ren- 


dered a man a plague to others, and often a 


-burden to himſelf, are dethroned. The pardon- 
1 . ing 


Poa. 
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ing them is ſubduing them. Theſe always go 
together. They kept the underſtanding in dark- 
neſs, but now it is light in the Lord. They 
blinded the conſeience and made it inſenſible, 
but, now it has ſeen its guilt, and has found peace 
wn Sade The meat: Was engaged in their er- 
3 9 over 7 ** affections. Thus a 
free pardon brings a man into liberty. He ceaſes 
to be a ſlave to his ſelfiſh tempers. A full par- 
don brings him full victory over them: for then 
he has the blood of Jeſus to cleanſe him from all 
ſin, and the Spirit of Jeſus to ſubdue all fin. He 
is taken into the protection of Chriſt, and is his 
free: man. None ſhall make him a flave. The 
Spirit of Chriſt rules in him, and makes him 
willing to live under the reign of grace: He 
dwells: and abides with him to preſerve in his 
heart the love of God, and to produce in it the 
proper fruits of that love towards men. Thus 
* brings the ſinner to love the::. - 
DuriES or THE SECOND TABLE, which our 
3 has ſummed up in one ſentence “ Thou 
„ ſhalt love thy neighbour. as thyſelf.” This 
love was loſt at the fall. Nothing is in mankind 
by nature but ſelfiſhneſs. He is a ſlave to di- 
verſe luſts and pleaſures, living in malice and 
-enyii, hateful and hating one another. Every 
age has felt this malady, and complained of it. 
no human means have been able to remedy 
-22VoL. * = "7 6 
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It. Fine thts of ethics, and beautiful ptans 
of natural religion have been tried; the aid of 
ſtrong reufoning, affiſted with the forces of logie 
and metaphyſics, has been called in, but all in 
vain. Selfiſh tempers broke through their cob- 
web arguments, and ſported with their imaginary 
bonds. Semetimes they poliſhed the outſide a 

Ittle, and made a man a courtier: he looked, 
and ſmiled, znd ſeemed to love; but they did 
Bet reh hie heart. This is the prerogative of 
mme Lord God. He only, who made us crea- 
tures, can make us new creatures. And until 
we are new born of God, we have every thing 
in us oppoſite to brotherly love. But when we 
are born of the Spirit, then we are taught of him 
to love one another. He teaches it, and he en- 
forces it. IIis leſſons are entirely practical. He 
not only informs the underſtanding, but alſo in- 


fluences the affections. Having diſpoſed and 


enabled the heart to love God, de Eeidences the 
power of this divine love by its genuine fruits 
Toiy ards men. '*Fhefe are inſepatable from their 
cuufe. Divine love is never without brotherly 
love : for ſo far as che love of God is felt, it 
Pr uces loving tempers. It opens and enlarges 
the heart, as the warm beams of the ſun open 
end expand the flowers. The agency, which 
performs this, is almighty. The holy Spirit 
having begotten the new nature writes upon it 


che kave of love. He keeps it n to teſiſt 
5 — | J and 
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end makes it able to overcome, the folkd. tem- 
pers of the old man. The apoſtle Peter has 
given us à delig ghtful deſcription of the manner 
4 the divine proceeding herein, 1 Pet. i. 21,22, 

Chriſt was; manifeſt ip thoſe laſt times for 
gf 1 who by him do believe in God, that 
«<. raiſed him up from the dead, and gave him 
« glory, that your faith and hope might be in 
« God: ſeeing ye have purified your ſouls in 
« obeying the truth through the Spirit unto un- 
feigned love of the brethren, ſee that ye love 
te one another wit a pure heart fervently : being 
e born again, not of corruptible ſeed, but of in+ 
corruptible, by the word of God, which liveth 
and abideth for ever.” The Chriſtians to whom 
he writes were partakers of the new birth, they 
were horn again, not of corruptible ſeed, but of in- 
corruptible. Ihe holy Spirit was the authorof their 
regeneration, | The word of truth was the means, 
which he made uſe. of, they obeyed the truth 
thrgughtheSpirit. By believingit they were begot- 
ten again to a lively faith and hope in God. They 
evidenced their love to him by their unfeigned 
love of the brethren: they loved him that begat, 
and loved thoſe. alſo, that were begotten of him. 
From whence it appears, that the love of the 
brethren: is not in the heart by nature, but is 
from the grace of the holy Spirit. He gives a 
new heart, and he ſheds abroad in it the love of 
2 which by his influence. works mightily in 
i „ I 
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oppoſing and: overcamirig our ſelfiſh tempers ind 
in eſtabliſhing the practice of ſecond table duties 
Theſe ſpring from divine love. The holy Spirit 
joins them together, as the cauſe and the effect. 
He teaches no man to love God without teaching 
him alſo to love the brethren.” Ile rains and 
7 ſhines upon the tree of love: utider” his cultiva- 
tlon it thrives: He brings forth the ſweet and 
loving tempers of the new man, afid they bear 
fruit abundantly. And bleſſed fruit it is: for 
God has great glory from it, and men much 
good. Love thinketh, ſpeakecth; and' doeth” n 
evil. Vea, it cannot be in the heart, without 
deſire to do good to all men, efpecially unto 
them that are of the houſhold of faith. to do good 
to their bodĩes and ſouls to give honor to whom 
honor is due. to preſerve their lives their pro . 
perty their chaſtity- their good: name Ad- hear 
no falſe witneſs, but always to - ſpeak tlie truth 
of them and to covet none of their bleſſings, 
either ſpiritual or temporal. This is/miorality— 
chriſtian morality. for it is learſt no where but 
in the ſchool of Chriſt. What his Spirit teaches, 
he enables alſo to perform, which moral perſua- 
fion cannot. He gives a wilb and a power to 
put off the ſelfiſh tempers of the old man and to 
Put on the loving graces of the ne man: Theſe 
graces he Preſerves” by his almighty agency," and 
calls them into daily | practice, through faith 


working by love —1 n from a ſenſe of 
ano 1 his 


FI 
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dis infinite goodneſs—and love to man for God's 
fake. Thus the ſecond table duties, when done 
out of gratitude to God for his infinite mercies, 
help the believer on in his walk heavenwards, 
and are the means of en conſtant fel 

e with his Gd. | 
Is this, O my ſoul, thy Hoppe ed 
Examine carefully. What are thy -tempers? 
What is thy practice, with reſpect to loving thy 
neighbour as thyſelf? There is great complaint 
in the world of the want of brotherly love. And 
no wonder. It cannot be in them, who are 
wholly lovers of themſelves. But may not the 
ſame complaint be taken up of the houſehold 
and family of faith? Are not the children of 
che ſame Father | deficient in brotherly love ? 
Yes, they are. Too, too often they live below 
their privilege, and thereby bring great diſhonor 
upon God, and give great offence to men. Be 
humbled, O my ſoul, for thine - own failing. 
Remember, what reaſon thou haſt to mourn for 
the infirmities of thy love how barren it is 
in its proper fruits. How cold, when it ſhould 
be fervent-—how polluted, when it ſhould be 
pure how covetous, when it ſhould be libe- 
ral. Haſt thou duly attended to the cauſe 
of this, and does it grieve thee to thy heart? 
Wouldſt thou be ſaved from ſelf- love, and in- 
creaſe in brotherly love; yet more and more? 
Since this is thy caſe, meditate carefully upon 
W is promiſed, e earneſtly for what is 
: | provided, 
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provided, for the ſubduing of thoſe: tempers 
which are enemies to brotherly love, and which 
if not ſubdued will hinder thee from enjoying 
the love of God in thy walk with him. 1510 
Firſt, conſider thy ſtate. Thou art a pardoned 
ſinner, not under the law, but under grace 
freely, fully fayed from the guilt of all thy fins. 
There is none to condemn, God having juſtified 
thee. He ſecs thee in his Son, waſlied in: his 
blood, clothed in his righteouſneſs and he em- 
braces - him and thee, the may and ne, 8 
bers with the ſame affection. ! - WOT 
Secondly, Conſider what 14 e te 
vids are in Chriſt. Sin ſthall-fot habe dominion 
over them. Pardohed ſin ſhall ' not "tein It 
earner, Y for! it WOO? 2 Thou art therefots 
Nowitbs eu ff pores of feds! Taben out 
of thy conſeience; make uſe of the grace prp- 
vided in Jeſus to deliver. thine” heart from "the 
love of it, and thy converſation from the flaviſth 
ſervice of if. - And femefuber this grace is al- 
mighty. Truſt in it; und thou Thule be fived 
from the tyranny of every lin; Therefore 
Thirdly, Read the great charter of grace, and 
mark to what glorious privileges thou art en- 
titled. Being ſaved from the guilt of all ſin, and 
havin ga Promiſe of being ſaved from the domi- 
nion of all ſin, as the Lord's free-man, thou art 
by faith to claim thy birth- right and to enjoy it. 


ine Chriſt hes given" thee” liberty; to whom 
ſhouldſt 
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ſhouldſt thou be a ſlave? Put off therefore the 
old man with his luſts and deeds: ſerve him no 
longer: it is a bleſſed part of redemption to be 
ſaved. from his ſervice. God be thanked, that 
he may be put off, as a garment, which you 
have done with, and will put on no more. 
Away with it, it is filthy and abominable alto- 
gether. Yea worſe ſtill: the plague is in it, 
Death and hell are in it : for the old man, ſinful 
nature, thus to be put off, is a body of ſin, and 
ſelfiſh tempers are his members, ſuch as anger, 
wrath, malice, lies, inordinate affection, evil 
concupiſcence, and covetouſneſs which is idola- 
try. Theſe muſt be put off, or they will be al- 
ways plotting and acting againſt brotherly love. 
Therefore the new man, renewed in the ſpirit 
of his mind, oppoſes them, and is mighty through 
God to mortify them. By the ſame power he 
puts on, as the ele& of God, holy and beloved, 
bowels of mercies, kindneſs, humbleneſs of mind, 
meekneſs, long ſuffering, forgiveneſs of i injuries, 
even as Chriſt forgave him, ſo he forgiyes : and 
unto all theſe | graces he puts on love, which is 
the complete binding of them together. What 
an amiable character i is here of the new man |! 
He is created anew in Chriſt Jeſus, that he may 
exerciſe. every kind and benevolent temper to 
the brethren. He is renewed i in his heart to the 
unfeigned love of them; and is enabled to mani- 
feſt it by eyery work and labor of love. And 

leaſt | 
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8 vile tempers of the old man, Rilt'3 in bes 
g, although dethroned, ſhould” get dominion 
OY he is ſtrengthened. mightily by the Spirit 
in the inner man to crucify them day by day. 
Since this is hard work, conſiſting i in continual 
and ſevere ſelf-denial, no leſs then in cutting off 
right hand, and in plucking out right eye, luſts; 
for thine encouragement to perſevete, conſider 
Fourthly, that thou art # Chriſt—a member 
in his body-—and f in him thou haſt perfect and 
eternal redemption from the old man of ſin” with 
His affections and luſts. The more this is be- 
lieved, the more will the fruits of it appear. 
Faith in the abſolute and everlaſting victory 
of thy Hlorified head will animate thee as one 
of his members to reſiſt thy vanquiſhed” foes, 
know! ing thou art a partaker of his victory, 
and in his ſtrength, and to his glory thou art 
fighting againſt them. In him thou haſt already 
conquered.” In him thou ſhalt be more than a 
| conqueror. Reckon thyſelf therefore to be dead 
indeed unto ſin, but alive unto God i Jeſus 
Chriſt thy Lord. And depend on him for the 
power of his death, that he may put it forth in 
thee; and mortify ſin, and for the power” of his 
reſurrection to quicken "thee to newneſs of life. 
Thy communion with bim in His death and re- 
ſurrection will be in proportion to thy faith. 
If thou believeſt ſtedfaſtly, that thou art one with 
him, thou wilt find the effect of it in ſtedfaſt 
communion. 
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communion.” Cleave them to him, as a branch | 
in the'vine. Planted together i inthe liketiefs of 
his death, thou wilt find virtue coming 1 from him 
to crucify thy ſelfiſh tempers. Planted together 
in the likeneſs of his refurreQion, thou wilt find 
virtue coming from him to keep thee alive to 
God. To this fellowſhip with Jeſus thou art 
called. Thou haſt a right to communicate with 
him 1 in his life and death. And whilſt thow' art 
W 1 it 'by the” faith of rs Son of God, fin mn 


les over him. This being thy glorious birth- 
right, 0 my T0 , put honor upon it. Enjoy it 
in the peace of thy conſcience, and in the love 
of thy heart. Read thy perfect redemption in 
Jeſus from every thing oppoſite to brotherly love, 
and improve this thy experience. As there is 
ſufficient grace promiſed and provided for thee, 
ſee thou make uſe of it and manifeſt it openly in 
thy tempers and in thy walk! For conſider 
Fifthly, Thy God and Father calls upon thee 
to give glory to him for his love to thee by exer- 
ein g love towards the brethren: and thou art 
bound to this by ten thouſand ties. Has he 
loved thee freely, doſt thou know it, and is the 
grateful ſenſe of it upon thy heart ? How then 
can it be hid? Tt cannot; it will manifeſt itſelf, 
as light does. The Father has choſen thee in 
his Son, that he might communicate to thee of 


his goodneſs, and he has made thee a child of 
light, 
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light, that how mighteſt.reflett the rays. of his 
goodneſs upon others... Thou art to ſhew forth 
the praifes of him that hath called: thee out of 
darkneſs into his marvellous light. Ie hath cal- 
lech thee out of the deadneſs and blindnofs of thy 
natural ſtate, and hath enlightened thee with the 
light, of life. How marvellous, that it ſhould 
ever ſhine. upon thee | Marvellous indeed; that 
thou ſhouldſt ſhine, as à light in the world! 
Admire this grace. Let others admire it with 
thee. by ſeeing the reality, and by feeling the 
comfort of it. As the ſun not only enlightens, 
but alſo enlivens with his fruitful rays the face of 
the earth, and cheers every creature upon it: 

ſo let thy light ſhine before men. Give them 
clear proof of thy love to God by thy loye to 
them let them feel the bleſſed fruits of it, that 
they may ſee thy good works, and glorify thy 
Father who is in heaven. Love in 450 heart 
will new itſelf, It will communicate its, graci- 
ous rays, and the Father of lights will haye the 
praiſe, This ſhould be thine end, as it is his. 
He aims at his own glory in all his mercies: 
this aim ſhould. -be-thine alſo. , Thy F ather calls 
upon t thee ta do good to others, that he may be 
glorified thereby. Q what an. high calling is 
thine! What an honor does God put upon thee. 
Thou art to bring him glory from me n---from. his 
own ehildren : for their bowels, are to be re- 
freſhed by thee-—-and from biber that whereas 
Fa! | they 
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they would, ſpeak againſt ithee as dn evil-doer, 
they may by thy good works which: they ſhall 
behold glorify God in the day of viſitation, 
Aim at this. Look at no motive to do good. td 
men below the glory of God. And remember; 
thy doing it may be the means of his viſiting 


them, as he viſited thee, with his great ſalva - 


tion. O bleſſed fruit of brotherly love; may it 
be the happy effekt of, thy. light ſhining before 
men. May God be daily honored by it, and the 
comfort, and if it pleaſe him, the ſalvation of 
his people be thereby promoted. Yea, Lord, 
this is my prayer. My heart ſays, Amen. 

If thou findeſt it very difficult to live in the 
conſtant practice of brotherly love, meditate, O 
my ſoul, upon the goſpel motives for an increaſe 
of faith, and ſeek for the promiſed aſſiſtance to 
enable thee to love others as God hath loved 
thee. Above all expect the effectual teaching 
of the Holy Ghoſt. He only can write this de- 
lightful law upon the heart the fair impreſſion 
of it is kept by his power and the exerciſe 
of it in thy tempers and walk is the work of his 
grace. O pray then for a conſtant ſupply of the 
Spirit, that in all thy dealings with mankind it 
may appear thou haſt been with Jeſus Set his 


moſt amiable life before their eyes. Give them 


reaſon to honor his beneficence, from thy copy 


ing it degibly after him. Let; his love thee be 


glorified m * labor of love to them, Study 


153 to 


347, 


Froles The grand morality 3 is love of thee. 


— — CC 2 _ — —— n „— — 


343 7 ri . 


10 bei forth his Praiſes,; and ge abdut doing 
Sood, as he did. And hereby cotivince the 


mild, ithatiJeſus Chriſt wab the greateſt mora- 
Bit, band chat his diſciples cdme the ineareſt to 
the perfect pattern of their maſter; paces of 
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The love of Jeſus teaches N enforces! the 
love lof- the brethren. The ſpirit - of Jeſus 
writes it upon the heart, and makes it practical 
in the life! And thus the two tables are joined 
together: and love to him that begat produces 


Jove to them that are begotten of him. When 


che happy believer is walking in chis love to his 
Father and to his family, then he will live in the 


| obſervance: ef:the-dutics, whichirelate to himſelf: 


for he Was taught them; when he retwined in his 


heart toi God. And every ſtep he walks with 


Godis/inthe'pradticeof them. 


-\The-firſt; terhptationawas an offer of pts 


dene Ve ſhall be as Gods man Was drawn 


away by ät, and fell froin his bigh eſtatk. Stil 


this mother ſin is fruitful in fallen man- In great 


mercy tliere. is a parton provided, and in the 


wayrof receiving the pardon, there is a remedy 
for it. d The anfmite wiſdom f God ſdigontriyed 


the way of our recovery, tliat without Chriſt we 


Os | Ce Ts can 
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can do nothing. His falvation undertäken and 


finiſned for us, his falvation applied: t6: us the. 


bleſſings of his ſalvation enjoyed by us in time, 
and in eternity, are the free gifts of his free grace. 


He is the author. He is the finiſher: He carries 


it on from finſt to laſt ei All our ſufficieney . is ol 
him. Weſcannot withont him foimubh as think 
| dh nn thöught. Therefore hisvedeemed.people 
are brought off from all truſt in any other object, 
jay are taught to place their whole dependence 
for ſalvation;:and: for every eee N 
nies it, uponcthe Lord Jeſus Chriſt :! 
FToithis end the holy Spirit, e Cone 
- vincer of fin, had made them acquainted with 
themſelves. He had awakened them to: a right 
knowledge of their ftate; of -which they had not 
been ſenſible before; andi they found that they 
were fallen and apoſtate creatures. He:ſhewed 
them ſin in its? exceeding ſinfulneſs, and they 
taſted ſome of the bitter fruits of it: they felt in 
what ardreadful condition! their departure from 
Gad hadi left them ſo ignorant, that they could 
not chy any buman means attain to the ſeaſt ſav- 
ing knowledge of God. -ſo guiltys that let them 
darolb theyi cod ſtillitbe condæmnig ſentence 
df: bec:law ſtdod but againſt them: -ſo unlibly, 
that ſoul and body werè ſold under fin; and ready 
tdi every unholy word and work ſo utterly help- 
Jeſs, that it was impoſſible they ſhouldzof them. 
Jolves attain true K [eſcape deſerved 
Atsvoilsd | miſery. 
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miſery. The holy Spitit talight them theſe lef. 
fons pra@ically.”; His:conviftion carried demon- 
ſtration with it. He not only/ made them feel 
their guilt and their danger; but he alſo opened 
a way for Pardon and fafety. He led them to 
Jeſus, and in himithey found every thing needful 
for their ſaluatiom . treaſured up for them! by the 
free covenant love of the Father ſecured to 
em by the fulfilling of all covVenant Conditions 
in the life and death of the God man and re- 
ceived by the faith of the operation of the holy 
Ghoſt : by whom hey were made new orentures 
in Ohriſt Je ſut . members under him their head 
United as intimately as the branches are to the 
vie- and diving by, and: in, and ion him, every 
moment, ard for every thing. Thus the glorifiet 
of Jeſus teaches all bis members to depend upon 
the fulneſß of their bead, and he abides with 
them in order to hep them in this dependence. 
le teſtifies to them of Jeſus . Heisyout whole 
4 falvation, your all in all; you have not, you 
* never will have, any thing to glory in, but in 
<- the Lord--whatever- good you receive eomes 
from his grace. whatever evil you eſcape; is 
from his bleſſing andi if ever you havs cterndl 
dife, it will be the free gift of God in Chriſt 
« Jeſus. Your bodies alſo are dependent on him, 
ih well as rt POR | family, natio- 

«c « out Ns bxxcignttogny?* Thus dle Trescher | 
Alich believers. 


believers: He hambles them, that thi may 


ex alt the Saviour. He makes them poor in ſpi- 


rit that they may live upon his riches. He keeps 
them ſenſible of their own emptineſs, that they 


may be making conſtant uſe of the Saviour's ful- 


neſs, and living in an abſolute dependence upon 
him for every thing. While tkey live thus by 
the faith of the ſon of God, every high thought 
is brought into ſubjection to him. Pride is daily 
mortiſied. Self- complacency is abhorred. Self- 
admiration is abominable. Humility is become 
their clothing, and they cannot put it off: be- 
cauſe every moment they are making uſe of it. 
Sins, wants, miferies, temptations, &c. are conti- 


nually reminding them of their vileneſs, and of 


God's goodneſs. And this truth, enforced by 
the holy Spirit, makes them willing to, learn of 
Jeſus to be meek and lowly.. They become 


teachable ſcholars, and ſit very :low at his feet, 


where they attain to true humility of heart. And 
this influences their whole behaviour. In a deep 
and abiding ſenſe of their entire ſinfulneſs anil 


helpleſſneſs they loath themſelves before God, 


and walk humbly before men. They feel they 
are of themſelves nothing but ſin, andi if left to 
themſelves can be nothing but miſery, therefore 
they put their whole truſt and confidence in a 
covenant e his free grace: has. from them 
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walk or FAITH. 
What is thy knowledge, O my Mul, and what 
Ar ee tat this chriſtian poyerty of 
ſpirit? Art. thou acquainted; with it in the ground 
of thine heart, and is it in thy daily practice? 
Examine thyſelf, ; and, with diligence: for it is a 
moſt bleſſed grace, advanced to high honor in the 
court of Jeſus. To it he has made many exceed- 
ing great and precious promiſes. O pray to him 
for this royal gift. Wait on thy divine prophet, 
and hear his leſſons. He teaches, as man can- 
not: He recommends:| He gives, the grace of 
humility,! He makes his ſcholars truly humble 
in heart: Obſerve his abaſing doctrine, her 
all within thee bow to the power of it. 
Obſerve, how he humbles the ſinner. 0 con- 
vinces him of his ſinful ſtate, of the corruption 
of his whole nature, and of the depravity of 
every faculty of ſoul and body. The. ſinner is 
made to feel it and to live under the ſenſe of it. 
And in order to faſten the conviction, clearer 
Aiſcoveries are daily made of this corruption: for 
it is a myſtery of iniquity. There is no trating 
to the bottom 1s deep laid! devices, and never 
ceaſing workings. The heart is deceitful above 
All things and deſperately wicked: Who can 
know it? There is not a man upon earth, who 
knows all that . be known, of the exceeding 
ſinfulneſs of fin, and of his own: ſinfulneſs. ba hen 
the Lord who arches the heart has Jaid--0 
- ſome of its infinité evil, he continues to Acer 
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more. Every day brings to light ſtrange! work- 
ings of corruption. The convinced ſinner has 


deeper views of his helpleſſneſs, and of his un- 
worthineſs. And after many vain legal trials, he 


at laſt finds it impoſſible for him to do any thing, 


for which God ſhould pardon him and ſave him. 


Thus he is laid low with his mouth in the-duſt--- 
Behold, I am vile, filthy and abominable altoge- 


ther, I abhor myſelf, and n in * and 
aſnes. 

Theſe are the kumbling leſſons, which the 
Way Spirit teaches. He convinces the ſinner, 


that there is neither help nor hope in himſelf, and 


ſo leaves him nothing to truſt in, but the ſalva- 
tion provided in Jeſus by covenant love, and 
given freely by grace. And the manner of re- 
ceiving this ſalvation is ſuch as cuts off all occa- 
ſion of boaſting: For faith is the only means ap- 
pointed of God; and faith is his gift—-not be- 
ſtowed upon the worthy but upon the ungodly--- 
not for any merit in them, or for any terms or 
conditions, which they have performed or ever 
will perform, but by an act of abſolute ſove- 
reignty to the praiſe of the glory of his own 
grace. He will have mercy, becauſe, he will 
have mercy.” O humbling conſideration ? How 
low does it bring the ſinner ! How muſt his proud 


heart be abaſed, while he feels himſelf a debtor 


for every thing good to the mere will and plea- 
ſire of God. And fo long as he enjoys thoſe 
Vol. I. ; Z good 
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good things, he is kept poor in cpirit: IEP | 
he has none of them in himſelf, They are laid 
up in the fulneſs of Jefus, are to be had from 
thence only by faith, and are received as the 
ſenſe of his wants leads the believer to make uſe 
of them. Living by faith is the death of felf- 
importance. Then the loftinefs of man is bowed 
down, the haughtineſs of man is made low, and 
the: Lord alone 1s exalted. 

Obferve, O my ſoul, YR an honor God has 
put upon this grace. Before honor is humi- 
ty.” Whom God honors he humbles firſt. He 
giveth grace to the humble: Becauſe the humble 
give him all his glory. The higheſt throne which 
he has upon earth is in the humbleſt heart. To 
it he vouchſafes his conſtant preſence, and makes 
the greateſt communications of his love: For 
* thus faith the high and lofty One that inhabit- 
« eth eternity, whoſe name is holy, I dwell in the 
„high and holy place, with him alſo that is of a 
* contrite and humble ſpirit, to revive the ſpirit 

of the veto, and to revive the heart of the 

* « contrite ones.” O what an honor is here pro- 

miſed to the humble! The greateft they can have 
on this fide of heaven. God will dwell with 
them; and what a bleſſing! and bis temple ſhall 

be in the humble heart. The high and holy one 
paſſes by what is in higheſt eſteem among men. 
He ſtains the pride of human greatneſs and good- 
4 l. He does not * to ſet up his throne 
with 
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with the princes, nor to give his honor to the 


learned, of the world. But he puts honor upon 


the contrite and humble. He condeſcends to 


viſit them, yea he delights to dwell with them, 


and in them—the higheſt aboye all heavens in 
the loweſt hearts. There he communicates his 
choiceſt love and richeſt favors. , O my God, be- 
ſtow upon me this grace, which in thy ſight is 


ſo precious. Humble me that I may be revived 
with thy preſence, and refreſhed daily with thy 


love. Give me more: humility, and fit me for 
nearer fellowſhip with thee. Bring down every 
high thought, and let me find it true, that God 
reſiſteth the one: has Bipeth more grace unto 
the humble. 

Thus the true e of ſpirit is 500 0 not 
only to bring the ſinner to Chriſt, but alſo to pre- 


ſerve the believer in communion with him: For 
ſo long as he walks by faith, every thing will 
tend to promote this communion. In the daily 


ſenſe of his wants, he will go to his bountiful 
Saviour for a ſupply. In the feeling of his mi- 
ſery, he will depend on his loving Saviour for re- 


lief: whereby he will be led to more intercourſe 


with him. What he finds wrong in himſelf will 


bring him to live more by faith, and as faith in- 


creaſes, ſo. will his delight in God. He will 
grow more ſenſible of his weakneſs, and that will 
make him ſtronger in the Lord. He will know 
more of his own. heart, which will humble him 


and keep him dependent on the grace of Jeſus. 
„ | . He 


336 n or = 
He will ſee reaſon not to lean to his own under- 
ſtanding, but ever to pray, Lord, guide me by 
thy good Spirit. Viewing ſpots and blemiſhes 
in his beſt doings, his triumph will be, „I will 
make mention of e righteouſneſs, Lord Jeſus, 
© even of thine oxLY.” Thus every thing will 
humble him, and lead him to live more by faith ; 
by which means he will get faſter hold of Jeſus, 
live in nearer fellowſhip, and be receiving out of 
his fulneſs grace for grace—two graces at once 
the pe needed and Thankfulneſd for it. 
Hereby a ſweet intercourſe” will be kept open. 
To the humble God delights to give grace, and 
they delight to return him his glory. The more 
he gives, the more glory would they gladly return. 
And he does give more, and he receives it back 
again in thanks and praiſe. Bleſſed grace! by 
bien this holy fellowſhip is maintained. Happy 
H wmility ! by which the heart being emptied of 
ſelf is made capable of receiving the fulneſs 
which is of God. Then is the promiſe fulfilled— 
« Bleſſed are the poor in ſpirit for theirs is 
« the Kingdom of heaven.” —it is theirs now 
got only in title, but alſo i in poſſeſſion: for the 
Fingdom of God is within them. And they are 

| Partakers at preſent of its bleſſi ings and glories, 

S 5 truly, though not ſo perfectly, as they will be 
in heaven. Meditate, O my ſoul, upon this di- 
vine grace. Thou ſeeſt the neceſſity of it, O pray 
earneſtly for it, and for more of it. The great 


| Idol SELF muſt be dethroned, where God reigns. 
- = = Thou 
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Thou canſt not walk with him, unleſs: thou art 
humble in heart, And if thou haſt been walk- 


ing with him, thou wilt be taught to ſtop, when- 
ever thou beginneſt to look at thyſelf with admi- 
ration. O beg of the Lord then to give thee the 


true goſpel poverty of ſpirit. It is to be in con- 
ſtant practice and uſed for every thing : for thou 
ſeeſt how. it keeps up fellowſhip with God, who 
makes the greateſt communications of himſelf to 
the humbleſt. And the reaſon is plain: becauſe 
they return him all his glory. If therefore thou 
wouldſt have much grace in exerciſe, pray for 
much humility. O my God, whatever thou 


giveſt, give humility with it, that I may not ſeek 
ſelf in it, but thine honor, nor lay it out upon 


myſelf, but to thy glory. Meek and lowly Jeſus, 
make me like thyſelf: keep me learning of thee, 
till I am perfectly like thee. I would come al- 
ways poor to thee to receive, of thy riches, and 
to receive with them -an humble heart to praiſe 
thee for them. O let thy glory be mine end and 
aim. Let me and mine be thine---I humbled--- 
thou exalted. Let thy graces and gifts bring 


thee in a conſtant revenue of. praiſe. And may 


| thine increaſing goodneſs be joined with a con- 
ſtant increaſe of humility, that my heart and all 

within me may bleſs and praiſe thy holy nz name to 
day, and for ever. Amen. And | 
Let this appear in my whole behaviour to 


others. This is another bleſſed fruit of humility 


It 
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It has an influence over the believer's intercourſe 
with mankind, and renders his tempers and man- 
ners loving and amiable. Pride was not made 
for man, arid yet it is in all men, and is the chief 


parent of human woe. It fets people above their 


place, and makes them think, that they could 
ſupport the greateſt fortunes, and are able to 


manage the moſt difficult affairs. Others, as 


proud as they, deny them their fancied ſuperio- 
rity. Hence come wars and fightings, public 
and private. The ſweet grace of humility is ſent 


from heaven to relieve thoſe diſtreſſes: for into 


whatever boſom it enters, it renders men kind to 
one another, tender hearted, ready to every good 
word and work. Thus runs the divine exhorta- 
tion: * Be ye kindly affectioned one to another 
* with brotherly love,” in honor preferring one 
« another.” This is heart-humility, Which the 
holy Spirit requires, and which he beſtows. He 
brings his diſciples into humble ſubjection to 
God, and then to one another: which has the 
moſt happy effects upon public, ſocial, and pri- 
vate har, e How would thefe fourtth, if all 
is none of this among the Ugecwerteä, and alas 
how little is there among believers? How often 


are they found in the proud ſpirit of the world? 


acting contrary to the lowly ſpirit of Jeſus. And 


yet it is not for want of precept, nor for want of 
Promiſed help; but it is becauſe they are not 


| walking 


* 


walking by faith, as becometh the goſpel, nor 


out of love to God's glory ſtudying to recom- 


mend humility by their practice. Obſerve, O 
my ſoul, the remedy provided of God for the ſub- 


duing of all ſelfiſh tempers, and pray that it may 


be effectual in thy life and converſation. © Do 
« ye think that the ſcripture faith in vain, The 
* ſpirit that dwelleth in us luſteth to envy : But 
< God giveth more grace, wherefore he faith, 
« God reſiſteth the proud, but giveth grace unto 
„the humble.” This ſcripture cannot ſpeak in 
vain: for fallen man is certainly ſuch as he is 
here deſcribed. The fpirit that dwelleth in him, 
in his own nature, luſteth to envy-—a paſſion 


made up of pride and difcontent--offended with 


| God---and difpleaſed with the bleflings, which 
he beſtows upon men. It is an enemy to the 


love both” of God and man, and tranſgreſſes the 


law of both tables. Pride brought it into heaven, 
and the fallen angels brought it into this world. 
Ever ſince it entered by ſin, natural corruption 
breaks out very much in envy. But God giveth 
more grace, to conquer this paſſion, than ſinful 
nature has to put it forth. He not only gives 
grace to pardon it, but alſo more grace to ſubdue 
it: ſo that envy loſes its dominion in the reign of 
grace. We cannot ſubdue, any more than we 


can pardon, envy, pride, and ſuch paſſions, but 


grace is almighty. Want ever ſo much, uſe ever 
ſo much, God has ſtill more for you. And he 


gives more, when the creature is humbled 
| n 
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enough to take it out of the hands of his mercy. 
Thus he overcomes envy : For he reſiſteth the 
6 proud,” he is at open war with them, and 
they with him. Pride lifts up the creature 
againſt the Creator; and puts it upon ſeeking 
happineſs out of God: this is reſiſting his ſove- 
reignty, attacking his providence, and oppoſing 
his law. He is concerned to pull ſuch rebels 

"down, and he ſays their pride goeth before de- 

ſtruction: “ But he giveth. grace unto the 

„ humble“ -he gives them grace to humble 

them, and being emptied, he delights to fill 

them: for then they are diſpoſed to receive his 
grace, and to value it. Whatever God gives, 
the humble give it back again to him. They 
have the bleſſing, he has the praiſe: which is 
the juſt tribute due to him for his gifts. And he 
gives more grace, where he can get more glory. 
Thus he ſubdues ſelf conceit with its various 
proud workings. And as grace reigns over them, 
humility prevails; which has a friendly aſpect 
towards mankind. It keeps brotherly love in 
the heart, and tends mightily to the practice of 
every ſocial virtue. Humility ſuffereth long and 
is kind, humility envieth not; humility vaunt— 
eth not itſelf; is not puffed up; doth not behave 
itſelf unſeemly; ſeeketh not her own; is not 
eaſily provoked ; thinketh no evil. 

Conſider, O my ſoul, thoſe motives to an holy 
walk. Put them all together. Weigh them 
carefully, again and again. Do it faithfully as 
NEC 16; | mn. 
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in the preſence of God. And then try, whether 
thou art walking in the way of duty with a free 
ſpirit. Doſt thou proceed upon evangelical or 
upon legal principles? Doſt thou ſerve God for 
wages, or for love? Examine thy heart. God 
looks chiefly at it. How is it in duty? Is thine 
obedience to juſtify thee in the leaſt, or does it 
ſpring from a ſenſe of thy being juſtified freely 
and fully? Art thou going about to eſtabliſh 
thine own righteouſneſs, or doſt thou ſubmit to 
the' righteouſneſs of God? Art thou working 
from life, or for life? I require thee to ex- 
amine diligently by the light of the word, and 
by the teaching of the holy Spirit, what thy 
motives are: For there is no acceptable obe- 
dience, but what is done in faith: Whatſoever 
is not of faith, is ſin. If thou art acting aright 
the love of Chriſt is conſtraining thee to obe- 
dience. Thou art living under the influence of 
free-grace. Thy conſcience is at peace with 
God. Thou haſt ſweet liberty to ſerve him 
without fear. Thy heart delights in his ſervice, 
and love makes his ways the joy. of thy foul, 
Thou knoweſt what Jacob felt, when he ſerved 
ſeven years for Rachel, and they ſeemed unto 
him but a few days for the love he had to her. 
A goſpel-ſpirit does the ſame to God—love 
makes long ſervice ſhort—and hard ſervice eaſy. 
Nothing is pain, which love does. And this is 
goſpel obedience. It is faith working by love, 
which retines duty into a grace; the command- 

ments 


362 WALK OF) FAITH. 
ments are exalted into privileges; the ordinances 
become happy means of felowſhip with God, 
The believer meets God in them, and by free 
converſe he exerciſes and improves. his love. He 
_ draws near to God, and God draws near to him 
in prayer, in praiſe, in hearing the word, at the 
Lord's ſupper, and in all ſabbath duties. In 
theſe. ways God manifeſts his gracious prefence, 
and the believer rejoices! in it. God communi- 
cates his graces, and the believer receives them 
with thankfulneſs. O my ſoul, pray before duty 
for much of this communion with God in it. 
Seek it as the one great end of all duty. And 
if thou findeſt it, bleſs and praiſe the goodneſs of 
thy God. But ſtill ſeek to be more ſpiritual and 
evangelical, that the fruits of thy tellowthip 
with God may appear in thy practice of the 
duties of the ſecond table. Love to God will 
manifeſt itſeif by love to men: For the holy 
Spirit teaches all his diſciples to love one another, 
and he teaches effectually. He not only makes 
them underſtand, what brotherly love is, but he 
alſo: gives it. They become partakers of the 
grace, and are enabled to practiſe it. Thus he 
recommends and enforces his leſſons. He ren- 
ders his ſcholars kind to one another, and tender 
hearted... He puts forth his mighty power, and 
ſubdues the vile ſelfiſh tempers of the old man, 
and brings into uſe the benevolent tempers of 
the new man. While he carries on the gracious 


work als: diſciples. grow more acquainted with 
Pla . themſelves, 
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themſelves, and learn heart humility. He makes 
them feel their fallen ſtate, their finfulneſs and 
their danger; in the ſenſe of their guilt and of 
their diſtance from God they are willing to re- 
ceive Chriſt for their whole ſalvation, and then 
to enjoy in him, all the bleſſings of the Father 8 
love in earth and heaven. 

If thou findeſt it difficult, O my fo, to walk 

according to this rule: If to obey from love to 
God—to love men for God's ſake—-and in the 
ſenſe of thine own vileneſs to be humbled to the 
duſt---If theſe be hard leffons ; conſider what 
makes them ſo. Where is the difficulty? Is it 
not in thyſelf? ” And is it not chiefly in thy not 
uſing and not bringing into practice the prinei- 
ples advanced in the former chapters. Duty 
muſt be hard, if the ſpring of obedience be not 
in motion ; but if this act freely, then all will 8⁰ 
on well. 

I whole conduct through life depends pen 
the nature of the ſalvation, of which thou art a 
partaker by grace. Confider it attentively. The 
growing knowledge of it will engage thine affec- 
tions to a willing obedience.” Is it not a com- 
plete ſalvation an abſolutely perfect work yea 
the greateſt work of God? Becauſe all the reſt 
come from it, and lead to it. Is it not the in- 
finitely wiſe contrivance of the eternal Three, 
for which everlaſting glory is to be given to 
every divine attribute ? When every other work 
of FO thall ceaſe, for this all heaven will to 
3 - eternity 


364 WALK OF FAITH. 


eternity be aſcribing honor and blefling and 
praiſe to Father, Son, and Spirit. Attend, O 
my ſoul, to the ſcripture account of. this ſalva- 
tion. Review the glory of it. Read again and 
again the revealed deſeriptions of it, till thy heart 
de ſatisfied, that this ſalvation is as perfect and 
complete, as the Lord God almighty could make 
it. This is its character. Haſt thou ſtudied it 
well, and art thou well grounded and eſtabliſhed 
in the belief of it? Mind: this is the foundation. 
If this totter, fo will all the ſuper- ſtructure. O 
pray then, and be earneſt in prayer that God 
would enlarge thy views of the infinitely glorious 
and everlaſtingly' ph Jens! | en, is in 
5 Chriſt Jeſus. | 
As thou groweſt more RR awith: it, 
wen wilt ſee leſs reaſon to be diſcouraged at the 
experience of what thou art in thyſelf. It is a 
falvation for ſinners—ſuch as thou art and no 
way differing from thee. Only when they are 
called to the knowledge of the truth, they are 
acquainted with their fallen ſtate, are made ſen- 
ſible of their helpleſſneſs and of their miſery, but 
are made willing to caſt their ſouls at God's com- 
mand upon the Lord Jeſus,' truſting to the peace 
which he made by the blood of the croſs... And 
5 art not thou in re px ber of theſe, 1 
Arg | which God hath. warn 106 s aj 
look upon it as thy lawful warrant---to make uſe 
of what is laid up in the fulneſs of Jeſus-—thine 
I . to 
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to take Freely=--thine to uſe fully--the more the 
better---thine for receiving, without any condi. 
tion or any qualification? He loves to give, and 
without money or moneys worth. He thinks 
himſelf honored by the penſioners of his grace, 
who bring nothing to recommend themſelves, 

but their ſins and miſeries; and yet truſt in his 
promiſed relief. Herein he glories. When they 
come to him believing, he beſtows his royal 
gifts upon every one of them: And ſo far as 
they believe, he witkholds nothing that is need- 
ful for their holy walk in the way of duty | 
Theſe are the principles, which thou art to 
bring into practice. Carry them, O my ſoul, 
into every act of obedience. _ prayer and 
every duty with this faith, that thou art in 
Chriſt, and in him a partaker of his finiſhed 
falvation. Then the Father's love to the will be 
manifeſt, and thou wilt have ſweet fellowſhip 
with him in all thine. approaches to the throne--: 
Whatever thow undertakeſt, forget not this lead- 
ing truth. If thou loſe fight of it, thou wilt get 
into darkneſs: If thou art not influenced by it, 
thou wilt be brought into bondage. Upon this 
abſolutely perfect ſalvation thou art to live by 
faith upon earth, and thou wilt have nothing 
elſe to-live upon by ſenſe in heaven. Truſting 
to the complete work of Jeſus thou art to Walk 
| with thy God in time, as thou wilt follow the 
Lamb im eternity, receiving all out of his ful- 
neſs. O view him in this light, and it will have 
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the happieſt effects upon thy daily walk. While 
thou art receiving from him grace for grace, 
thou wilt live with him in ſweet friendſhip, duty 
will be the way and means of enjoying the love 


of thy divine friend, and the more thou art in 


his company the more delightful will be the 


way of his commandments. Theſe are thy pri- 


vileges. Read the promiſes concerning them. 
Call to mind what thy Father in Jeſus has en- 
guged to give his children. Has he not Pro- 
vided grace ſufficient for them? And is it not 
for his honor,” as well as thy profit, that he 


humbly with him ? O plead his promiſes. Bind 
him with his faithfulneſs. Be importunate with 


bim, and Pray without OO ins this de 1 


daily plea. 3-222 
O my God, ee an e to * 


boly word. It is thy mind and will, that J 


ſhould Joe thee with all my heart, ang foul, 


and mind, and ſtrength, and my neighbour as 
myſelf: but I am not ſufficient for theſe things. 
There is no pure love in my ſoul by nature. 


Every affection in me is turned from the Creator 
to the creature. I am in bondage, a ſlave to 


loft, ſold under ſin. I cannot love thee, infi- 


nitely lovely as thou art, until thou break my 
being now redeemed- from guilt and fear, I am 
become thy freeman; and for the unſpeakable 


redemption that is in Jeſus, thou wouldſt have 


Me 


WALK OF FAITH. 367 


me to ſerve, thee... Blefſed be thy holy name for 
requiring mine obedience upon this fweet motive, 
i am the Lord your God, WhO brought you 
out of the land of Egypt and out of the houſe 
of bondage.“ On this account obey me: be- 
cauſe I am the Lord your God, and I ſtand re- 
lated to you, as your redeemer from ſlavery. 0 
my gracious God and Father, I deſire upon this 
motive to keep thy commandments. I believe 
thou art my God in Jeſus, and through him 1 
have redemption from bondage to my ſins and 
enemies. With this free ſpirit would I always 
go to duty: but I cannot walk in this liberty, 
any more than I could at firſt attain it, withont 
thy grace. O my God, let the ſpirit of adoption 
abide with me, that he may draw me nearer to 
thee in thy ways and ordinahces, and 1 may in 
them enjoy more of thy preſence, and of tht 
dight of thy countenance. hee 4 ſeek in them. 
Thou art the end of all ways and means: and 
if they lead me not to thee, Igo empty away. 
Gracious God; make thy commandments the 
joy of my heart, and let them be the means of 
keeping up holy intercourſe and happy fellow- 
ſhip with thee. This my heart pants after. 
Duty: without this is nothing worth. I wait in 
thine appointed ways for the viſits of thy grace, 
hoping to grow in knowledge and faith, in hope 
and love. The communion, which I bave en- 
joyed, has increaſed my longing. My ſoul is a 


thirſt ad God, pra, ing to be more with thee, 
and 
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and more like thee.” And is not this what thou 
requireſt, and what thou haſt promiſed to do 
for me? Grant me then, 'my gracicus God, the 
prayer of my heart. In all my duties let me 
enjoy thy preſence,” and communications of thy 
love. Let me do them in faith; and with a 
ſingle eye to thy glory. Let me be thus ſpiri- 
tual and heavenly minded in them, that SE may 
cond up into Chriſt Jeſus in all things. 

And I defire, holy Father, to grow in love to 
thee; that I may manifeſt the fruits of it by my 
love to mankind. © Pardon every ſelfiſh- temper, 
which is oppoſite to the love of the brethren : 
And teach me to love them, as thou haſt loved 
me. Whatever thou haſt promiſed; fulfil in me. 
Make me, O thou Spirit of love, like the loving 
Jeſus. Give me his benevolent tempers, and 
help me to imitate his beneficent actions. Let 
his love to me be the pattern of my love to 
them. Since thou haſt in much mercy made me 
a child of light, O let me ſhine before men, that 

they may ſee and feel my good works, and may 
glorify thee for them. And the more thou doeſt 
in me, and by me, humble me ſtill more, O 
my God. Keep me meek and lowly, always 
ready to give the glory of all my mereies to the 
Three in Jehovah, Fatber, Son, and Spirit, to 
whom be N e and N . ever * 
ever. * 1 85 | | 
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. e Lag CHAP. VII. 
"*Y The believer 0 on his way ah * iu 0. 


Hiker is the n man, to whom | it is given 95 


the behalf of Chriſt to believe. He has the bleſs- 


ing of PEACE. He 1 18 reconciled to God through 
faith in the blood of Jeſus : And. he is freely 


juſtified through faith in the righteouſneſs, of | 


leis The F ather has accepted him in his be- 
loved Son, and it is the j Joy of his ſoul to know 
it ; therefore he loves God, becauſe God firſt 
loved him. In the enjoyment of this love he 
finds his heaven begun. By the ſame Spirit wha 
manifeſted it and med it abroad in his heart, 


he is kept ſeeking for more diſcoveries of it. 
In every appointed means he waits. As, the 


hart panteth after the water-brooks, . fo panteth 
bis ſoul after more of the preſence of God, 
and of the light of his. loving countenance. 
Having a conimand--=--Seek ye my face 
he obeys i it from his heart: but his chief vi view in 
obedience is to behold the face of the Lord turn- 
ed to him in love. He, wants fellowſhip with 
God in duty, which highly ennobles and alſo 
endears it to him. He performs it in faith, and 
in a free ſpirit. He goes to it, as a beloved 

Tok b  - & child 
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child to a moſt loving parent: and his heavenly 
Father meets him in it, receives him graciouſſy, 
ſpeaks to his heart, and makes him ſenſible, 
that he can deny him no manner of thing, which 


is good. Hence the ways of duty become ways 


of pleaſantneſs. The farther he advances” in 
them, and the more ſpiritual he grows in the 
performance. of them, he finds clearer communi- 
cations of his Father” s grace and Ioye, which ſtill 
increaſe his joy, and afford him ſurer earneſts, 
and happier forctaſtes of Ty pelpeatable' and 


full of glory. 


. As for the TEND it 1s not + 60 I es They | 


are always ſeeking after joy. They are buſy, and 
weary themſelves in the purſuit of it, but they 


cannot find it. While they are turned in heart 


| from the Lord, they look downwards for it; 
where, it is not. They expe& it. will ſpring out 
of the ground: and if they cannot difcoyer it up- 
on the ſurface, they will dig into the bowels of 
the earth for treaſures of. hidden joy. But they 
diſquiet themſelves i in vain. It Is the ſovereign 
Aecree of the almighty, that nothing can make a 
finner | truly happy but God in Chriſt : this they 
win not believe; and therefore they | go! from rea- 
ture to creature, from object t to object, enquiring, 
Where i is the beſt j joy to be found? ? Each promiſes 
| them—it is in me. But each diſappoints them. 
And) yet they go on, * it to-day i in that very 
kling, 


% 
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thing, which deluded them yeſterday. Vea, 
their fooliſh hearts are willingly deluded. They 
love- to be purſuing what it is impoſſible they 
ſhould attain. If after many trials they find the 
emptineſs of one creature comfort, then they turn 
to another. And they will try the whole com- 
paſs of beings and things, and will at laſt die in 
the trial, rather than ſeek for joy, wheres is 

holy, perfect, and everlaſting. EE 
The believer is ſaved from this vain 3 
He has been convinced of the inſufficiency of the 
creature to make him happy. He has ſeen an 
end of all perfection i in it. He can ſay with the 
royal preacher, Vanity of vanities, all is va- 
* nity all is changeable and imperfect under 
the ſun; for the whole world lieth in wicked- 
neſs and under the curſe. Deeply ſenſible of 
his error in having ſought for joy in the way of 
deſtruction, he now ſeeks it in the living God. 
Here he comes to the ſupreme good, the ſpring- 
head of true joy: and the ſtreams which he re- 
ceiyes from thence are always in proportion to 
his faith. If this be ſtrong, there is great joy in 
the foul: If this be weak, joy is at a low ebb. 
The effect is according to the cauſe which pro- 
duces it. Joy in God is the effect of faith; ac- 
cording to the apoſtle's prayer, © Now the God 

* of hope fill you with all joy in believing.“ 
There i is a preſent fulneſs of joy which we have 
„ by 


Tord, and be glad in the God of our ſalvation. 


24 ledge of the doctrines of grace, and that his 
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by believing, as there is a future fulnefs of joy, 
Which we ſhall have by ſenſe. So that joy riſes 
as believing does---fulneſs of believing brings in 
ALL joy—preſent enjoyment increaſing as the 
title to future is clear. The prefent is the divine 
pledge of the future, and is therefore given us, 
that by believing we may now rejoice in the 


From hence it appears, how neceſſary it is to 
the believer's walking in joy, that his underſtand- 
ing ſhould be clearly enlightened with the know- 


- heart ſhould be eſtabliſhed i in the belief of them. 
Thou canft not, O my ſoul, review them too 
much, nor meditate upon them too long: for 
they enter into the very eſſence of all true joy. 
Study the goſpel method of making reconcilia- 
tion for iniquity, which was the work of Im- 
manuel, and of reconciling man to God, which 
is the work of the holy Spirit. Has he done this 
in thee, and art thou reconciled to God? Is thy 
-. conſcience at peace, is thine heart happy through 
faith in the atonement and righteouſneſs of thy 
Saviour? Art thou ſatisfied of thy perfect ac- 
deptance in the beloved? Doſt thou therefore 
dobey thy Father out of gratitude, and go to 
duty to meet him, and to have fellowſhip with 
him in his love, and to glorify him for it. Doſt 
thou find his a Is he with thee in all 
8 s means, 
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means, and art thou ſeeking in them for nearer 
and more intimate communion with him? Since 
this is thy caſe, what return wilt thou make for 
ſuch ineſtimable favors ? Surely thou wilt be 
glad in the Lord, and wilt rejoice in the God of 
thy ſalvation. Being at peace with him, and a 
partaker of his love waiting for the eſtabliſh- 
ing of this peace and love in the way of obe- 
dience, and expecting more communion with thy 
God in the way of duty, who can have greater 
reaſon to rejoice ? A ſaved ſinner, delivered by 
mere grace from wrath and hell, entitled to all 
ſpiritual bleſſings in Chriſt Jeſus, and already 
admitted to partake of them, may ſing and make 
melody in his heart all the way to heaven. And 
yet alas! how often art thou, O my ſoul, in hea- 
vineſs, walking in diſtreſs and caſt- down, as if 
thy hope of rejoicing was in vain. And this is 
- not thy caſe alone. It is too common. How ?Y': 
many of God's children ſpend their days in a 
mournful frame, and ſeem to forget their high 
calling and undoubted title to the fulneſs of joy, 
Meditate a little upon the ingratitude-of this be- 
| haviour, and may the gaſpel motives to rejoice 
in the Lord always be the means of ſaving thee. 
from an unthankful and mournful tempe.. 
PFirſt obſerve, he requires it of thee. The 
ſcripture ſpeaks much of the holy joy of believ- 

ers, and calls for it. They are in duty bound to 


$a „ 
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be glad i in their God, as much as to * to him: 


For he is always beſtowing mercies upon them, 
which demand their everlaſting tribute of thanks: 

and they cannot be thankful without being joy- 
ful. How cloſely were theſe two united in the 
holy Pſalmift? None ever more famous for praiſ- 


ing God, or for rejoicing in God, What he felt 
_ Himſelf he often exhorts the redeemed to expe- 


rience: Rejoice in tae Lord, O ye righteous : 
* for praiſe is comely for the upright : Light is 


ve ſown . the righteous, and gladneſs for the 


«upright in heart: Rejoice in the Lord ye 
mm righteous, and give thanks. at the remem- 
* brance of his holineſs:“ Remember his righte- 
 puſneſs/ and holineſs, how great they are, and 
how great the grace is, which has found out a 


way to make you righteous and holy: Remember 


thoſe bleſſings with faith, and your hearts will 


be glad, and your mouth will praiſe God with | 


joyful lips. What a ſenſe had the prophet of 
thoſe bleſſings, when he broke forth into this 
acknowledgment? „I will greatly rejoice in the 


* Lord, my ſoul ſhall be joyful in my God : for 


de he hath clothed: me with the garments of ſal- 


© vation, he hath covered me with the robe of 


re righteouſneſs, as a bridegroom decketh him- 


ce ſelf with ornaments, and as a bride adorneth 


1 herſelf with her jewels.” - Theſe are the wed- 


9900 arm fits, with which the heavenly bride- 
BET tes groom 


Bo we 
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groom adorns his church, and in which be in- 
troduces her to the eternal banquet of love. 
Bleſſed are they who are called to the marriage 
ſupper of the Lamb. Bleſſed are they indeed: 


for they are arrayed in royal robes: their ſouls : 


are all glorious with the beauties of | Immanuel, 
with his divine righteouſneſs and matchleſs 
graces. | They have reaſon now to rejoice great- 
ly: For they ſhall ſoon come to Sion with ſongs; 
and everlaſting joy upon their heads: they ſhall 
obtain joy and gladneſs, and ſorrow and fighing 
ſhall flee away for ever. Theſe ſcriptures prove 
evidently; that believers are called upon to re- 
joice: It is their bounden duty to be glad in 
their God, for they are not living like his chil 
dren, and making up their happineſs in their 


_ Father's love, unleſs they are rejoicing in his 


rich and everlaſting bleſſings: For 

Secondly, Joy ariſes from the ſenſe of ſome 
good. Joy in God ariſes from the ſenſe of his 
being our chief good, and of our intereſt in him. 


And this is the joy of faith: Which is not in the 


leaſt like the light frothy joy of the ſenſualiſt, 
nor the wanton mirth of the unthinking multi- 
| tude.” It is not drawn, as worldly joy is, from 
vain periſhing things, but from the word of God, 
which ſtandeth faſt for ever. It ſprings from the 
revelation of grace and mercy in Jeſus; and fram 


giving credit to it. Whoever honors its teſtimony, 


as 
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as the truth of God, will be convinced, that he 
5 truſting to the atonement of Jeſus ſhall never 

perith, and truſting to the righteouſneſs of Jeſus 
ſhall have everlaſting life. Hence come joy and 
peace in believing. The conſcience is reconciled 
to God, and is at peace. The heart is made 
ſenſible of the love of God, and rejoices in him. 

This was the experience of the ſweet ſinger of 

Iſrael in the 33d Pſalm : Our heart ſhall re- 
WE Joice in the Lord, BECAUSE we have truſted 
de in his holy name.” This is a good-' reaſon. 

Whoever truſt in God will certainly rejoice in 
God: For by truſting in his word, and by de- 
pending upon his faithfulneſs, he cannot be diſ- 
appointed of the good things, which God has 
promifed, We have an inſtance of this in a 
trembling deſpairing ſinner, who had drawn his 
dagger, and was plunging it into his heart. In 
that moment he heard of Jeſus, It was given 
him to feel his want of a Saviour—-Sirs, ſays he 
to Paul and Silas, what muſt T do to be ſaved ? 
And they ſaid, Believe in the name of the Lord 

Jeſus Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be ſaved and thy 

houſe. And they preached” unto him the word 
of the Lord, and to all that were in his houfe. 
And he took them the ſame hour of the night and 
waſhed their ſtripes, and Was baptized, he and 
all his ſtraightway. And when he had brought 

bi Mem into "0 med he ſet meat f belere them, 


and 
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and REIoreED BELIEVING. O what a happy 
change was here, and made by believing. The 
ſelf-murderer forgets his bloody deſign,” and 
drops his dagger. He hears of a pardon and be- 
lieves. His black deſpair gives way to ſweet 
peace in God. His miſery ends in the know» 
ledge of a joyful ſalvation. How bleſſed are 
they that believe! God has pronounced them, 
and God will make them blefſed. There is no 
miſery deſerved, but by faith they are ſaved 
from it; and no good promiſed, but by faith 
they may now enjoy it: They have therefore all 
the reaſon to, rejoice, that any eee can have 

on this ſide of heaven. For | 
IN Thirdly, This joy is diſtinguiſhed B the 

vain joy of the world, by its author. It is the 
gift of God. It is one of the graces of the Spirit 
of God. St. Paul ſays, The fruit of the Spi- 
4 rit is love, joy,” &c. love to God, and then 
rejoicing in God. When the Spirit of adoption 
enters into any heart, he manifeſts by believing 
the love of the Father, and thereby excites it 
into holy joy. He comes to make the ſoul hap- 
py in its return to God. It is the very end for 
which he is fent from the Father and the Son, 
and therefore it is called the joy of the holy 
Ghoſt. Ir is his fruit, produced by his influence, 
and kept by his power. It is like himſelf, of a 
fpiritual and heavenly nature a pure affection 
in all goodneſs, and righteouſneſs, and truth. 
7 e He 


378 Alx or FALSE. 


le reſines it from creature- delight, and axalts it 
above | ſenſual pleaſure: For it is the refult of 
nearneſs to God, and the 6067 of r 
th him: Which! is . 

Fourkhly, another bleſſed Ro _ in 7 
joy of believers; It has God for its object. It 
is joy in God as their God, their ſupreme good, 
known; believed in, and enjoyed. The holy 
Spirit has conſecrated their hearts for fellowſhip 
with him. He has brought a free pardon for 
paſt apoſtacy, and full power to dethrone crea- 
ture- love: And he abides in their hearts to ſub- 
due it. He enlightens their underſtandings to 
ſee the vanity of the creature, and the fulneſs 
of God, and he enables them to reject every 
thing, that promiſes them happineſs, if they can- 
not enjoy God in it. Thus he keeps their hearts 
chaſte and fixed upon God. Their joy becomes 
ſimple, as their faith is: For this looks at the 
finiſhed ſalvation, and reſting intirely upon it ſees 
God perfectly reconciled; thereby it lays a ſure 
foundation for their joy in God: Becauſe they 
now know him by faith to be their God, and 
can ſee their intereſt in all the bleſſings of his 
love in Jeſus. This is the fountain head of joy, 


from whence flow rivers of pleaſure for ever - 


more. The nearer they live to the fountain 
head, the more communion they have with God: 
Their hearts become purer and holier, and their 
Joys are more ſpiritual and heaven). 


| This 


his is the only remedy: for the miſefies, with 
which the World abounds. Men are uneaſy: 
ſeek for joy: and cannot find it: becauſe they 
ſeek wher e it ĩs not. .. They go to broken cifterns, 
which: camngt hold it! They are diſappointed, 
and wonder. But ſtill go on, ſpending» their 
days | in this 0 vain purſuit. 2 They do not attain 
any true joy. It flies from them; and at laſt 
they lie dow in ſorroẽw. What thanks then art 
thou bound, O my ſoul; to return unto thy God, 
who has ſaved thee from this deluſion! What a 
mercy is it, that thou haſt been led to the foun- 
tain of joy l O live near it, and from it derive all 
thy ſtreams. Seek them all in God, and ſeek 
them in faith upon the warrant of the divine 
promiſe. He has ſaid, The meek ſhall increaſe 
their joy in the Lord, they ſhall have it, and in- 
creaſe it. The more meek and lowly thou art, 
the more wilt thou be joyful in God. Pray then 
for growing humility, that thou mayeſt expe- 
rience the ſweetneſs of this ſeripture . Rejoice 
in the Lord always, and again J ſay, rejoice“ f 
Wbat a fulneſs did he find, who teſtifies of it 
thus My joy ſhall be in the Lord God is the 
gladneſs of my joy all my ſprings are in thee 
Hor thou art my exceeding joy.“ Happy 
prince All his ſprings came from God and led 
him to God. He did not draw his happineſs 
from the brobks, but from the fountain. The 
ah 0 brooks 


2 


— e. the ane He 
did not rejoice in his crown and dignity, in his 
victories and treaſures, or in any worldly good. 
He enjoyed God in them, who was the joy of 
his heart. He only valued the giſts, for the 
ſake of the giver: for he made uſe of them by 
faith; and then they were the means of bringing 
him near to God, and of keeping up communion 
with God. Whatever does this is a great bleſ- 
ling. And every thing ſhould do this to a be- 
Aiever. While he lives, like a child of God, he 
exerciſes his faith for ſpirituals and temporals; 
and his heavenly Father blefies him according to 
bis word, wherein he hath cauſed him to put his 
truſt, and gives hinveontioual matter for j Joy and 
| thankfulneſs. 15 2 15 nn £4 
This is the e ck the Wee | He 
"has entailed it on them. It comes to them by i in- 
heritance. And thou art bound, O my ſoul, to 
| make uſe of it. Thy duty and intereſt call 
| upon thee to enjoy much of it. Thy -grati- 
| tude for the exceeding great mereies of the 
Father's love cannot be ſo properly ſhevyn, as by 
rejoicing in him: for the thankful heart cannot 
but be joyful. It feels happy in God. My me- 
„Atͤttation of him, ſays à grateful ſoul, ſhall be 
ſweet, I will be glad in the Lord. This is a juſt 
tribute, which the» Father expects, and which 
the on Spirit enables his children to return 


bim. . Bleſſed is che pevple thatknow ihe joy. 
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1 ful ſound, tn ey hall walk, O Lord, in the 
« light” of thy countenance: IN Thy NAME 
4 ſhall they rejoice all the day, and in thy rights 
« teouſneſs wal they be exalted.” Theſe are 
great privileges, which God has promiſed and 
does beſtow upon his people. It is true they do 
not all alike rejoice with great joy; but they all 
ought.” When their faith is weak, their joy is 
little. But they have the ſame right to believe, 
and to rejoice in believing: There is the fame 
proviſion made for the whole family and houſtiold 
of faith. They are intereſted in the ſame cove- 
nant, Have the ſame protniſes, and the ſame faith- 
fulheſs to make them good. They have perfect 
ſecurity given them, that they may truſt and not 
be afraid! The people who” know the joyful 
ſound of a free grace ſalvation, have good reaſon 
to believe without doubt or wavering. By ſuch 
a faith they will ſee God perfectly reconciled: to 
them; and will behold the light of his counte- 
nancEthining on them in love. A bleſſed ſight! 
To ſes it it elearly 18 glory begun, to walk in it is 
glory increaſing!” What is it but heaven, to re- 
joice all the day long? But then it muſt be 18 
THY” NAME, in the incarnate word, in Jehovah 
Jeſus; by faith in whoſe righteouſneſs they ſhall 
be exalted, as high as a creature can be being 
juſtified freely and fully they have acceſs into 
this perfect grace wherein they ſtand, and they 
. ca in hope of the _ of God: and not 
7 5 only 
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only w, but They rejoice in the way to glory, in 
tribulations- alſo, knowing that all things are 
working together for their dee ang r their 
eternal enjoyment of God. e a 
For their encouragement * bs, tejoirs f in ""Y 
Lord he has pramiſed them, łhat the joy thingy 
| he gives/ſhal] not he taken away, which is 
Fiſthiy, Andtber great privilege. True j joy is 
che gift of God: Is a grace of the Spirit of God. 
It has God for its author, and God for its object: 
and it has this|prerogative-annexed to it, that no 
ane; ran deſttoyplithis gift of: grace. The Lond 
Ohriſt declares p that he will not ſuffer any crea- 
ture to take away what he beſtows. What a rich 
nordial was this to his dejected apoſtles ? They 
were mourning! upon account of his leaving 
them and were ſadly caſt down, as men without 
hope. But he revives their drooping hearts with 
a promiſe Iwill ſee you again, and your heart 
<,ſhalb rejoiee; and your jay no one taketh from 
% vou! This is indeed ſtrong conſolation: for 
| it is one: b _ at en en r the 


out _-_ aber 0 ocean of ws grade, 0 ors none. can 
ſtop-its eee Not as the world 
giveth, give J unto you, ſays Jeſus. The world 
giveth empty joys, Waninnecbigsein by an uncer- 
tain tenure, at laſt takes away all its gifts; and 
leaves its deluded votary to ſuffer the vengeance 
of eternal fire. Weit gives what is 
tt 20 4 | | truly 
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truly good, ſolid, and lating. His gifts are 


without repentance. He is of one mind in con- 


tinuing, as well as in giving: for his motives are 


in and of himſelf, and always the ſame. His 


own mere love, his free grace, and the good 


pleaſure of his on will diſpoſe him to give and 
to continue his favors: and his one end is his 
own glory. Therefore he will not take away the 
joy, which he has given, and he will ſuffer no 
one to take it away. He ſecures by his power 

what he gives by his love; Such is the believer's 
right to rejoice in the Lord always. His title is 
indefeaſible. God has freely given him in Chriſt 


all the good that can make him happy: and he 


enjoys it, and is happy, ſo far as he lives by faith; 
While he goes on from faith to faith his joys in- 
creaſe Growing faith brings him in a richer 
harveſt of joy. And he is commanded still to 
e until his joy be full, which is a 

Sbetk privilege, peculiar to joy in God. Other 
Prins fail. They are often dry. And when 
they run the fulleſt, he that drinks of their 
water thirſts the more. But joy in God has a 
ſatisfying fulneſs. The fountain is always full, 
yea is always running over: and all the ſtreams 
bring HAPPY VOIR and RO eee, e more a 


is a for en beats this 
fountain is grace, ſanctifying grace; the more 
we partake of it we grow more like it. There 
, e is 
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is in it the divine property ebnen. -afs 
fimilating us to itſelf: for it weakens the corrup- 
tion of nature, and ſtrengthens the faculties of 
he new-man, and as theſe grow ſtronger, they 
cleave cloſer to God, and have more fellowſhip 
with him. By which means they partake more 
of his joy. A happy partaker of it declares--- 
In thy preſence is the fulneſs of joy, and 
therefore he prays Make me full of joy with 
thy countenance“ - -the preſence of God with 
1 and his loving countenance ance ſhining upon me 
is the fulleſt joy upon earth, And this comes 
from the grace of the holy Spirit, and is received 
by faith. Our Lord ſays to his diſciples—< Theſe 
«things have I ſpoken unto: you, that my joy 
might remain in you; and that your joy might 
- be full.“ His end in ſpeaking. was to give 
them good reaſon to rejoice, and to continue 
rejoicing; and if they received what he ſpake 
with full aſſurance, as they ought to do, it would 
produce in them a fulneſs of joy. And this 
2 be ſo much to his honot, and to their pro- 
fit, that he commands them to 'aſk it of the 
Father in his name Aſk, and ye ſhall receive, 
cen that your joy may be full. To the ſame Pur- 
2 apoſtle John, treating of the perſon. of 
od intarnate, through whom we have fellow- 
ſhip with the Father in all the bleſſ ngs of his 
love; ſays, © Theſe things write we unto. you, 
that your joy may be fall. His deſign. i in 
* Mm writing 
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| ** lead them to nearer fellowſhip 
with the bleſſed Trinity, and to ſtir them up to 
ſeek in it their fulneſs of joy: and they have it 
full, who ſatisſied of their title to the Father's 
bleſſings, 5 are receiving them freely out of the 
Son's: fulneſs by the grace of the Spirit. It be- 
cometh them well to rejoice: for in the ſame 
bleſſings, there is fulneſs of joy 858 evermore, Joy 
unſpeakable, and full of glory. 517k 
Put all theſe conſiderations. maker, and He 
ſee, 'Oftmy foul, what a rich proviſion thy God 
has: made for the joy of thy heart. Admire and 
adore him for his great ſalvation, for delivering 
thee from ſin and ſorrow, and for the free gift 
of righteouſneſs and life eternal. To pardon, to 
juſtify, to glorify ſuch an one, as thou art, O 
what divine and infinite grace ! What wilt thou 
return him for manifeſting his love to thee, and 
for engaging thy love to him? How great is thy 
debt for admitting thee to fellowſhip with him, 
a8. thy God and Father, and for the gracious 
communications of his love to thee in Jeſus ! 
What a ſubject is here before thee for delightful 
praiſe! Look at it in any true light, thou haſt 
reaſon to be glad with exceeding great joy. God, 
the infinite fountain of good, is thy God. He 
_ rejoices in thee, therefore thou ſhouldſt rejoice in 
him. He has loved thee freely: how canſt thou 
be ſenſible of this without loving him? His love 
has bleſſed thee with all ſpiritual bleſſings in 
:-V or. 13 B b 2 Chriſt. 
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Chriſt Jeſus; hid thou art receiving them out 
of his fulneſs, how canſt thou refuſe to thank 
kim with joyful lips? he fays, that he rejoices 
over thee to do thee” good; the belief of this 
| ſhould filthy heart with joy and gladnefs. In- 
deed there is nothing in God, but what ſhould be 
to thee matter of rejoicing. His faithfulneſs and 
juſtice are on thy fide, as well as his never fail- 
ing compaſſions : for he is thy God, thy coves 
nant God, he has given his Som for thee and his 
Spirit to thee: by his grace thou haſt been 
called to enjoy fellowſliip with the Father and 
the Son, and to partake of their covenant bleſ- 
fings. It is thy privilege to be improving this 
fellowſhip, and even upon earth to he taſting of 
the joys of heaven. May thy faith bring thee 
in a rich feaſt, yea a fulneſs of joy till thy cup 
run over with the rivers of Pann.” er, are 

at God's right-hand for evermore. > 
Remember, O my foul, it 5 ra d A u 
privilege thus to rejoice in ( It is the in- 
tereſt, and thy happineſs. ' Thy God requires it 
of ' thee; as the grateful acknowledgment of his 
favors: They are all of grace, ineſtimably rich 
and everlaſting. He would have thee to honor 
him for the gifts by rejoicing in the giver. Joy 
is the ſenſe of his goodneſs to thee: and canft 
thou receive the preſent, and live in hopes of the 
eternal bleſſings of his goodneſs, and yet be 
N a en ſenſe of yr” Exanrine well, 
: "EF 42S 135 hd” 
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and ty  thyleif.. How - is. thy heart? Is it happy 
in God? Is it happy in nothing but God? What 
ever a man puts his truſt in, from that he expects 
his happineſs. In what then doſt thou truſt ? 
- Certainly thou wilt ſay, my truſt is in the mercy 
of God for ever and ever. And ſhould not he 

be the only matter of thy joy, who is the only 
ground of thy faith? If he be, then why art thou 
ſo often caſt down, O my ſoul, and why art thou 


ſo diſquieted within me? How many dejections, 
what great ſorrows, and what frequent heavineſs, 
doſt thou experience. From whence come they? 


2 is ſown for thee. The ſower is the Son of 

The Father has promiſed it, and beſtowed 
| 175 on | thee for thy portion: thou haſt been called 
by grace, and the joy in believing is thy birth- 
right. What is the reafon- thee: art not happy 
in thy God, and rejoicing in him atways ? Search 
diligently for the cauſe. Depend upon it there 
is a great miſtake ſomewhere. The ſcriptures 


cannot be broken, which treat of continual 
joy. in God. The promiſes. cannot fail. The 


promiſer is faithful: And yet thou art not al- 
ways a partaker of the promiſed grace. How 
5 25 O try to come to the bottom of this 
May the ſpirit of wiſdom lay it open to 

Fey od may thy ſorrow be turned into joy. 
Perhaps thou art ſeeking for ſome reaſon: to 
rejoice. in thyſelf. This rejoicing is not good, 
poet it be very common. It has a bad mo- 
= NS tive 
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tiye : it comes from pride. The end is bad: it 
is to exalt and aggrandize SELF, which was 
man's ſin and ruin. It is forbidden i in ſcripture-- 
He that rejoiceth, let him rejoice in the Lord. If 
thou couldſt find ſomething in thyſelf to be 
pleaſed with, thou wouldſt then rejoice in thy 
pride. Sorrow for not finding it may bring thee 
right; becauſe it may be the means of ſhewing 
thee, that thou haſt nothing of thine; own to 
look at with ſelf . complacency. What haſt: thou, 
that thou haſt not received? And if thou haſt 
received it, why. wouldſt thou glory, as if thou 
hadſt not received it? Haſt thou any thing of 
thine own but ſin? Who gave thee grace, and 
made thee to differ from others? Was it not 
God? Did not all come from the good pleaſure 
of his own will? He ſaw nothing good in thee 
at firſt to move him to be gracious, and what he 
continues is to the praiſe of the glory of his own 
grace. If thou haſt loſt the ſight of theſe truths, 
no wonder thou ſhouldſt go mourning. God will 
not vouchſafe his joy to them, who ſacrifice to 
their own net, and burn incenſe to their own 
drag. He humbles, and fills the humble with 
good things, but he ſendeth the rich empty 
away. The rich rob him of his glory; and he 
refuſes them his grace. Watch therefore over 
thy proud legal heart. Be jealous over it with a 
godly jealouſy. And intreat the holy Spirit to 


yy down every high: „ in it, that thou 
729 9 4 4 mayeſt 
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mayeſt exalt God, and he may exalt thee. Re- 


member the promiſe· The meek ſhall increaſe 
* their joy in the Lord: :” ſeek the fulfilling” of 
this: for joy in him is the death of ſelf-ſecking 
and ſelf-pleaſing. O beg of God then to keep 
thee meek and lowly, that thou mayeſt be wil- 


ling to live upon Jeſus by faith, and to receive 


Ml the joy out of his fulneſs of joy. 
Perhaps thou art mourning under a fenſe of 


thy ſinful nature, and groaning under the burden 


of indwelling ſin, as holy Paul did, and as all 
the dear children of God do, when they are in 

their right mind. This is godly ſorrow, which 
worketh repentance not to be repented of. It 
is the true poverty of ſpirit, to which the Lord 
| hath promiſed his bleſſing. Indeed every one 
that has it is bleſſed, becauſe it is not only con- 
| ſiſtent with the trueſt j Joy, but alſo is the very 
proper temper of mind, in which it is preſerved 
and increaſed. They that ſow in tears ſhall reap 
in joy. Self. Knowledge i is the breaking up of the 
fallow ground, and is the ploughing and harrow- 
ing of it, thereby making it fit for the good ſeed, 
and to receive the enlivening influence of the 


heavens. The more any man knows of himſelf, | 
the greater reaſon will: he have to ſeek the har- 


veſt of his joys in God, and feeking by faith he 
will find them. If he be in the deepeſt humiliation, 
de will be then beſt diſpoſed to rejoice in God. 


This holy j joy generally riſes higheſt, when ſelf is 
loweſt: 
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loweſt: as. the higheſt tide is always. after the 
loweſt ebb. Remember this, O my ſoul, in the 
moſt abaſing views. of thy fallen nature, and it 
| will lead thee to ſeck, and in believing to find 
that i in God, which thou haſt not in thyſelf. The 
empty, and none but the empty, may be filled 
with his joy. Let every diſcovery of thine emp- 
tineſs lead thee to truſt more in the ſalvation, of 
God, and to enjoy more of its bleſſings. And 
then thou mayeſt be with Paul, always ſorrow- 
ful, yet always rejoicing. Sorrow for ſelf is the 
greateſt friend to joy in God. 'Self-loathing is 
i accompanied with the ſweeteſt delight in God. 
May the apoſtle's experience herein be thine— 
« We are of the circumciſion, who worſhip God 
„in tbe ſpirit, and rejoice in Chriſt Jeſus, and 
« have no confidence in the fleſh.” O pray for 
the fame grace, and thou wilt find, that the Jeſs 
confidence there is in the fleſh, the more rejoĩc- 
ing there will be in Chriſt Jeſus. 
Ferhaps thou haſt been tempted to 2 for 
joy in ſome creature comfort, and haſt not re- 
ceived it as the gift of God, nor enjoyed it by 
faith, nor returned him his glory. Thou waſt 
looking below God for happineſs, and expecting 
it from ſome other object. The world had herein 
enſnared thy heart. There is not a greater ene- 
my to the children of God: becauſe it has ob- 
Jess ſuited to their ſenfes, and capable of grati- 
ns them: 2 which the world is always try- 


— ing 
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| ing to eugage their affeQions, and always. ſue- 


ceeds, when they are not living by the faith of 
the Son of God: for this is the only victory that 
overcometh the world, even our faith. See, 
whether, thy ſorrow did not ſpring from ſome 
_ worldly diſappointment. Thou hadſt dropt thy 
{hield, and waſt falling aſleep in Dalilah's lap: 

but awaking did find the pleaſure turned into 
pain. This pain may be very profitable. It 
ſhould convince thee of thy dreadful miſtake in 
leaving God for the world, and ſhould ſtop up 


thy way for the future. Now thou ſeeſt the 


need of being cautioned—Love not the world, 


neither the things that are in the world : for all 


things out of Chriſt are under the curſe. There 
can be no bleſſedneſs in them. The whole world 
| heth in wiekedneſs: it cannot make thee happys 
any more than hell can. But it is thy privilege 


to be delivered from this prefent evil world, and 


to be ſaved from the love of it. This is a bleſſed 
part of thy ſalvation. Expect it by faith. The 


victory is obtained; ſee thy ſhare in it. © Fave 


„ overcome the world, ſays Jeſus. Almighty 


Lord, overcome it in me, as thou haſt overcome 
5 it for Me. 
But remember, 0 my hood, 3 bs. the 


555 cauſe of thy ſorrowing, there is joy in God, 


and for thee: becauſe he is thy God; in whom 


there is nothing to make thee ſorrowful, but 
every thing which can poſſibly give thee true 
e joy. 
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joy. The bleſſed Trinity are in»covenant for 
thee and for thy ſalvation. And it is thy bounden 
duty truſting to the finiſhed work of the Son to 
rejoice in the love of the Father. In the peace 
of thy conſcience and in the love of thy heart 
thou art required to have fellowſhip" with the 
Father and- the Son, and to be always giving 
thanks to the holy Spirit for this "fellowſhip. 
Every enjoyment of their covenant bleſſings in 
earth is a foretaſte of heaven, and a pledge of 
joy unſpeakable. What thou haſt now by faith, 
thou ſhalt certainly have in everlaſting poſſeſſion: 
for there is a ſure foundation laid in the cove- 
nant for thee to build thy hopes upon of rejoic- 
ing evermore. Thy Father has choſen thee and 
accepted thee in his Son. Ile has ſet his heart 
upon doing thee good, and he chan eh not. 
His loving kindneſs is like himſelf. He has 
drawn thee by his Spirit to believe in his love, | 
and he has promiſed to love thee unto the end. 
He has freely given thee all ſpiritual bleſſings in 
Chriſt Jeſus, and he reſerves the full enjoyment 
of them - for heaven. Nothing can rob thee of 
them: becauſe he keeps them by his power for 
thee, and thee for them. How ſhould this help 
to fill up the meaſure of thy j Joys * ? The Father 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Father of mereies 
and the God of all comfort is thine, with all that 
his love can do to make thee happy. i What 


banſt thou want, but more faith! ? The Lord in- 
creaſe 


2 


Seele dez tnöt . eee 8 
more with him. As thine affections are ſet more 
on tHlings above, the temptations to there of 
the things below will be weakened: The west. 
neſs of heavenhy communĩon will deadenithee'ts 
the charms of the world: Fea, the world Will be 
to thee as nothing wünne God is ALI. And 18 
he not all in all to thee? Conſider His nathre; 


his perſonality, his coVenant, his works, his graceb 


and hid bleffings--wiew them iti their Frentfefs 
aid 8 odneſs- thou haſt an intereſt in them all. 
His wifdom contrives for thee -bis providence 
watches over thee-chis love waits to be gracious 
to thed- his holineſs and juſtice and truth are 
= CT "UP" attributes have NEW his 


dab oft Jeſus is thine. His Father is hy 
Father in him, and has nothing 1 in his heart but 
love tö hee! The holy Spirit has manifeſted it 


to het in believing to be a perfect, unchange- 


able and everlaſtin 5 love. Whatever the God- 


bead bas promiſed to give of happinefs is pro- 
miſed to thee: And thou doſt believe it, ak 


though” thou art Tometimes in  heavineſs through 
manifold temptations?" But even then there is 


Joy laid up for thee in God. Joy enough in the 
fobntain. It is always full: 'only thy faith draws 
out of it ſparingly.” Enough in God tocturſl thy 
forr6w into Joy, if faith did its perfebt work. 


Ae 5 O for | 


joy — n ei 7 en re, oc 
Fron e 3 then, O my 50 thy 
Bea wowplel it certainly did not ſpring from 
any thingb which faith diſcevered to be in God. 
Be aſſured of this: And learn bo improve thy 
ſorrow about other things: ſo as to ſee thy need 
of truſting more and of rejoicing: more in God. 
If thy forrow, be lawful, coming from a fight 
and ſonſe of thy ſinfulneſs, there-is gopd Teaſon 


” thou ſhouldſt abhor thyſelf and repent in duſt and 


aſhes: But this is alſo a good reaſon for joy in thy 
God: Becauſe the Lord is-nigh unto them that 
are of a broken. heart, and faveth ſuch as be of a 
contrite ſpirit. He gives to them the Know- 
ledge. of. falyation, and makes them glad w with 
the joy of his countenance. Thus he delivers 
them from their ſins and ſorrows. He continues 
bis loving kindneſs: Surely his goodneſs and 
mercy ſhall follow them all the days of their 
lives. . When they are under temptationꝭ fo {eek 
for joy in other things, he hedges, up their way 
that they cannot attain the expected good; or if 
they.. do, he embitters the enjoyment, and will 
not let them find any thing in the creature, but | 
yanity and vexation. By which means he would 
teach them to derive. all-their joys from him, and 
from nothing but him. Wait, O my foul, and 

ad e — progs de dfligeat in 
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means for thine improvement i in this divine leſ- 
ſon, Seek the preſence. of God, wherever thon 
art. Expect his bleſſing upon all that thou doeſt. 
Account his love thy chief happineſs, and be 
ſure, nothing can make thee: happy, in which 
thou canſt not enjoy his love. If riches increaſe, 
the world ſmiles, health be granted thee, rela- 
tions are kind, and all things go well, ſet not 
thy heart upon them. Look at the bountiful 
hand which gives, and depend on the 
which. ſanctiſies thoſe things. They are not 
worth having, but as they come from, and lead 
to, God, and ſo may be ſpiritually improved. 
If thou canſt live by faith, and enjoy God in 
then, then they are real bleſſings: for then thou 
wilt receive them as his gifts and uſe them to his 
praiſe; thou wilt eye his goodneſs in them, and 
admire him for them. And while he continues 
them, thou wilt be dependent on his grace to 
keep thy heart from idolatry, that thou mayeſt 
love the gifts, only for the ſake of the giver. 
Whatever thou art going to do, aſk thyſelf 
How can this be the means of my rejoicing in 
God? If it cannot, avoid it. If it come with all 
the world's flatteries, and make thee the greateſt 
offers of joy, fly from it. There is deadly poiſon - 
under its gilded outſide. Lay it down as an inva- 
riable rule of chy walk, that nothing can do thee 


e canſt , God in. He' is 
the 
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thè onlyifource:of good. And every thing is to 
thee what he makes it: not what it is in itſelf; as 
Fach; all is vanity. But it is good, when God 
makes it ſo. True joy is from him; and in him. 
It is the gift of his grace, and does not ſtop at 
any of the ſtreams, but goes up to the fountain- 
head, from whence they flow, and there finds its 
xoniforts,*O my God, teach me thus to-ſeek my 
Joys in thee, and to abe thee: 178 ton of ww 
Joicing-” io 17D 1.4 
20rFor thine! ante conſider; © 0 my tout, 
wwhatthe did to the travellers gone before thee 
in the way to Sion: how he comforted them and 
made them glad with the joy of his countenance. 
He led them indeed through the valley of Baca, 
of mourning the only high way to the king- 
dom; but they found a well in it, a fountain of 
Miving waters: they went on ſorrowing for their 
departure from God, but were made glad at their 
hearts in being brought! back by his grace: 
therefore they wept rejoicing. :Happy mourners! 
And haſt thou not the ſame reaſon, as they had, 
to ſorrow for thyſelf, and yet to be exceeding 
lad in God? Is nat this alſo the caſe; with all 
thy fellow travellers na upon tlie road? Their 
3 Hearts are with God. He is their portion. His 
heaven is their home. They would not niake 
up their happineſs in the accommodations by the 
ray, but in God, their, treaſure, their ſupreme 
and their everlaſting j Joy. Neither would 
they 
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they: be ſtopt by the inconveniencies n which! 
they may meet with z; theſe, inproyediby: faith} 
will tend to make them long more to be; 
at home: for theſe will lead them to feel 
more gf the true joy there is in God, and 
will thereby inſpire them with higher ſtrains of 
praiſe, and thankfulneſs. So that every thing 
they meet with on the road will he ſanctiſied to 
them, and will diſpoſe them to make melody in 
their hearts unto the Lords, Their Father and: our 
Father out of the riches of his grace bas not only 
given them matter of thanks, but has alſo pro-! 
vided the very words tobe uſed by them. Many 

a weary traveller has found them a-xieh' cordial. 
His ſpirits have been xaiſed, his fool} and all 
within made happy, while; he was ſinging the 
ſweet and heavenly hymn. The goſpel prophet, 
who had ſeen the glory of Immanuel, and who 
was the honored | penman of this divine poem, 
bas left us a direction, when, any one has a right 
to ding it, and to make it his om, ha. xi. 
And in that day thou ſhalt /halt ſay. By looking at the 
context the time here mentioned appears to be 
the day of the Lord's power, when the Spirit 
of life enters into the ſinner; and he is quiekened 
| from a death in treſpaſſes and ſins. A happy, 
eternally. happy day. The ſame Spirit Will be 
his comforter; will bring him to the knowledge: 
of his ſalvation through faith in the glotioufhy 


complete work. of Immanuel, by which he chalk 
: | find 
Nemo 3 


be 
= 4% 
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— — df roles der. "Then 
the joy of the holy Ghoſt is felt in his foul, and 
is heart is in tune io bleſs the Lord his Ged. 
o α I will praſt thee,” though" tho waft arxiy 
with me, thine anger ir Turned away,” and thou com- 
fra me. Bebold, God ir my ſulvation'; J will 
aft aud ust le afraid; for the Lord Jehovah is 
my frength aud my ſong; bv alfo is become” ny fakva- 
iow" rhergfore with joy alt ye draw water out of 
tte wills of ſalvation.” Theſe wells are the foun- 
taitis- of grace, from which the heavenly travel- 
lers draw their holy comforts, and with which 
refreſhed they go on from frength 1 to ſtrength, 
praiſing Tehovah and afcribing to him all the 
eldty* of their falvation! He was angry with 
them, and jutty; The fire of his wrath might 
have bunt to the loweſt hell: and his taw, his 
his Holineſs, and His truth would have 
been glorified for ever in their deflruCtion. | But 
admired be his merey, adored de his ſovereign 
grace; he himſelf found out a way to magnify 
every divine attribute in their falvation. This 
was the wonderful” contrivance of the Three in 
covenant! The Father accepted his co-cquat 
Son in tlie place of his people, and his obedience 
unto death in their ſtead : He is now perfectly 
econcile® unto them in Jefus: His anger is 
ed away from them. And when it is given 
ee thein to know it; and they receive the 
Ju 5 | comfort 


— 
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comfort of it, when they have joy and peace in 
believing, © what a day of light and glory then 
breaks in upon their ſouls-a day form: 
clouded with the; riſing miſts and vapors-of Wo: 
body of n, but often ſo bright and ſerene, that. 
the warm beams of the ſun of righteouſneſs ſhine 
directly into their hearts. Theſe are times of great 
refreſhing from the preſence of the Lord. The 
| communſestions of his love are then felt with 

pure delight : and tlle foul is made ſenſible, 
that it is in Jeſus an happy partaker of the ful. 
neſs of joy. The man cannot contain his mighty 
bliſs; but breaks out aloud into thanks, and 
calls upon the byſtanders to admire. the mar- 
vellous goodneſs of God. Bahoid, ſee here a 
miracle of grace C d 7s my ſalvation--wondes. 
with me at the exceeding, riches of this. love 
Why mel What am I, that the moſt high God 
ſhould. be my Saviour? L am: ſure he never ſet 
his love upon one more unworthy, nor plucked - 
any brand out of the burning, that/ was fitter 
fewel for hellefire. 0 help.n me then, ag on. 


which contrived. wrought. __ and has 1 now. ap · 
lied. ta me this ſalyation with all its bleſfings. 
y debt increaſes, and I want to praiſe him 
more: for in that unſpeakable gift of his Son he 
gave me all things, and he has now given me 
faith, and has put me into poſſeſſion. I have 
is Ewe for it, and I believe it -a word of in- 

fallible 
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| falliblerpth,.05 nfirmed by promiſes ratiſied bn „ 
theicavenant-gath-of the bleſſed Trinity. Theſe 5 
engagements cannot be broletm therefore I 20100 
ruff aud te be Efrgid i On the part df the divine 
govenanters Wks Hine O They) hahe given me 
the fuleſt ſecuiy, that Eat be, and I may, take 
te comfort of it. They will never leave me nor 
forſake me: anũ my faith ſhall not fail. Bleſſed 
promiſe! E ſhalb be kept by the power of God 
through faith unto ſalvation. Glory be to the 
Lord Fehovab, -who' it my Arengthhis almighty 
arm holds me up, and therefore he is my fong— 
the ſame arm will carry mne ſafe to the end, 
therefore my heart rejoiceth in him, and with 
my ſong will Fpraife him: I will make my boaſt 
| of his ſtrength: All che day long will If be telling 
of his ſalvation. How can I mention too often 
theſe infinite mereies of my God? I love to dwell 
on the delightful theme. It warms my heart, it 
| nflames mine affections, and raiſes my ſoul to 
heaven. My; Joys are all in this one He alſo 4 
become © my ſalbalion : Heis my prefent ſalvation : 
| for he has opened: the fountain, and has opened 
my heart to receive the *Ife-giving ſtreams. 
How can I but bleſs' and adore his holy name, 
while: am with”; 1 e water 177 19 the” wells 
of* /alvation. 2o Jig 2106: 
O ye bleſſed t the Lord. who Vat receiyed 
the ſame falration-out of the infinite fountain of 
| Gd grace, aſſiſt me to praiſe; ' Your rejoicing 
Sils: with 
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with. me will, increaſe my joys, and improve my 
thankfulneſs. So it, follows in the prophet—In 
that day hall VE cv E, not one only as be- 
fore; but the many partakers of the ſame mer- 
cies will ſing i in chorus. They will | Join in ſocial 
_ worſhip and with one heart unite in the common 
tribute of praiſe. Praiſe ye the Lord, call upon 
His name, declare his. doings among the people, make 
mention that his name is exalted : fing unto the Lord. 
for be hath done, excellent thin TOE this is known in all 
ther earth; Gy, ont., and oui, thou inhabitant. of 
Sion: for; great is the. holy One of Ijrael i ia the mid/t 
uber. Great he i is indeed, infinitely—everlaſt- 
ingly great in himſelf--and to be admired for his 
excellent | greatneſs in ſaying ſinners. . This is 
his greateſt work, and it demands of them their 
higheſt-praiſe-;, and they are glad to give it him. 
Happy are they now, when, humble and poor in 
ſpirit they gan exalt their Saviour God : but who 
can tell, how happy they ſhall be, when he 
ſhall exalt them, and make them partakers of 
his own. happineſs? Eternal ſalvation will de- 
mand the tribute of their eternal praiſe; and 
they will be moſt blefſedly employed in paying 
it, when they ſhall return to Sion with ſongs, 
and everlaſting joy ſhall be upon their heads. 
Crowned heads may well ſing : for their corc- 
nation. day will laſt for ever, and the king of 
kings will put ſuch honor upon his royal friends, 
that all heaven will ring with his praiſes, They 
Vos, 1, | 5 | will 


* 
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will with c one heart and one Ile! adore God the 
Lamb; whoſe gracious hand wipe away all 
tears from their eyes, and made forrow and ſigh- 
ing flee away for ever; and who gave them 
his joy and gladneſs, ſuch as are even in heaven 
inexpreſſible, and. will be to Serbe full of 
glory. 2940 ee 
O my God, accept of my poor mite. I deſire 
to join all the redeemed in earth and heaven in 
bleſſing and praiſing thee at all times. I would 
give thee praiſe continually with my heart and 
with my mouth. I would rejoice in thee, and 
in nothing but thee: for thou art my God, my 
ſupreme good, and mine everlaſting portion. 
Let me then for thy mercies ſake glory 1 in praifing 

thee henceforth and for ever. I aſcribe it to 
thee now with a glad heart, rejoicing 'in' hope, 
that my praiſe will be better ere long and nevet 
ceaſing. Thou art worthy of all that angels 
and men can pay: to thee, holy Father, with 
the Son and Spirit, the Three in one Jehovah be 
equal and endleſs praile. To this T 8. 70 > 
hearty TW. 
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: or 2 | — char. VII. 
1. believer dealt humbly with Ged neu his 


88 ah 


Tuns , believer f is now eren a 8 
way in his journey. He has been brought to 
the faving knowledge of God---has received 
faith in bis reconciled God in Jeſus--has been 
taught by the Spirit to love his God--and has 
found the bleſſedneſs of holy communion with 
him in the way of obedience and duty, which 
makes him x go on rejoicing ; then it is become fit 
and proper, that his faith and love ſhould be 
tried. He muſt expect it. It is to the honor of 
God, to the good of others, and to the eſtabliſh- 
ing of thoſe graces, that proof ſhould be made 
of them, and that they ſhould be put, like gold, 
into the furnace. This is only a refiner's fire. 
If the furnace be very hot, one ſeven times more 
than it was. wont to be heated, the gold will 
loſe nothing. Sterling grace is purer and brighter 
for every fiery trial. Its enemies, who blow the 
flame, have no intention to refine it, and ſome- 
times the believer himſelf cannot fee how the 
means will anfwer the end: But God over-rules 
every: trial for his glory, and the believer's good, 
and makes it more precious, than that of gold 
which periſheth. Troubles, oppoſition from 
within and from without, all the difficulties he 
| 5 can 
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can meet with, only ſerve to purge out his droſs, 
and to render him, more fit for his heavenly walk. 
Herein the grace of God is moſt marvellous. 
Such a power, as brought light out of darkneſs, 


is continually directing and fab kifying the crofles 


of the believer, ſo that not one of them can ſtop 
him; nay the greateſt of them; help him for- 


ward in his. Journey, .and bring, him; not only 


more fafely, but alſo: more happily to the end of 
it. Adored for ever be the Father's love, ; which 


makes all things work: ace, for his ren. £ 
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When man was in ee e no- 
thing in him but what Was conformed to the 


image of God. His will was one with. the will 


of God. In this ſtate there was no crofs. Har- 


mony ruled in the innocent breaſt. And God 


looked on his favourite man with delight. + They 
were perfectly agreed, and they. walked together 
in holy and happy. friendſhip. «But when man 
fell, then ſin brought in ſorrow, in the ten thous 
ſand miſeries which the body ſuffers, and in the 
entire corruption of the faculties of the ſoul, 
particularly of the will, now at enmity with the 
- will of God. Hence our croſſes. Sin is their 
fruitful parent; and while we arè in a body of 
ſin and of death, we cannot be exempt from ſuf- 
fering: For man is born to trouble, as naturally 
as the ſparks fly N but the ünregenerate 
man does not feel thè cauſe of this. He has no 


* ſenfes. TING dead to God. He does 
not 
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not know, why he ſuffer, de is not ſenſible 
of what he deſerves to ſaffer, therefore goes 
on merttly, Haughilig and ſinging under a load of 
guilt, enough to ruin thooſand worlds. But 
wellen the ſpirit of life enters into him, and he is 
made to ſce his ſtate to feel his-guilt, and to 
fear his danger, ithen he begins to 'groan under 
the croſs. Every day he diſcovers, how totally 
he was fallen, and departed i in heart from the 
living! God. He now'taſtes the bitterneſs of ſin, 
and finds the deadly frande of it. ©Aitho" there 
be a remedy provided to bring the wanderets 
home, and He is made acq uainted" wWäth it; yet 
he is without ſtrength to Art it. He cannot 
by believing take the comfort of it: When it is 
giv6h hit to believe, he ſtill has fin and ſuffer- 
ing to exereiſe bis faith. Againſt his corruptions 
and temptations He muſt be continually fighting 
the good fight 'of faith.” From this Watfare be 
can "ay no diſcharge, but by death. He muſt 
take to himfelf the whole armor of God, and be 
under arms night and day, or he will never be 
able to reſiſt the. affaults of evil ſpirits, or to 
overcome the oppoſition. of evil men. This is 
the heritage of all the ſeryants of the Lord. All 
that will live” "godly in "Chriſt Jeſus ſhall ſuffer 
perſecution. * they be on thé Lord's ſide, all 
his enemies will certainly be theirs; ſo that if 
they enter into his Kingdom, it muſt be threugli 
muCchtribulsfios.” The King himſelf went this 


way tO ECS. HERE: his eroſs; and he 
has 
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What by nature he hates, unleſs he live in this 
tate of felf-denial, which is to be his daily croſs, 
he cannot live in communion with me, as one of 
my: diſciples. If he, be one of the higheſt of 
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. e there ig no other way—*, Whoſo- 

W a beas has exoſs,. and. come after 
e Axwor be my diſciple — he muſt deny 
Tf what by nature he loves, and muſt love 


them, yet he muſt carry his croſs: for he bas 
Rill'a fallen nature, and. its ſenſes; and appetites 
are always/luſting againff the ill of God, and 


it is like pluck ing out a right exc to deny them 


their gratifications and to refuſe them their much 
coveted. pleaſures. He is in a body of fin. and 


death, and muſt carry his croſs. to his grave, 


being liable to all the ſufferings which, mortality 


, is heir to, and all the way mortified under them, 
| becauſe he cannot hear them without faith, nor 
hold out without, patience, and theſe graces are 


not of himſelf, but are the gift, of God. He is 


alſo forced to carry another crofs all his days, 
even the corruption of bis nature, depraved in 
every faculty, and always inclined to evil, . This 
is the burden and grief of the children of God, 


under which, they all groan. And a, ſore and 
heavy burden it is, heavier for being continual, 
and for its aſways working againſt the grace and 
glory of the Lord Chriſt : for this infection of 
nature doth remain, yea, in them that are rege. 


? naated,. and appears in nothing more, than in 
uten boxe 40 ET un righteouſneſs, 
a 5 of 
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of which they are ſo datingly fond, that after 
the holy Spirit has* divorced them front it, and 
their maker is become their huſband, even the 
Lord their RIGHTEOUSNESS, yet ſtill an unlaw- 
ful attachment to their own righteouſneſs re- 
mains, and is the cauſe of the greateſt croſſes 
and of the heavieſt trials they meet with in their 
way to heaven. 
Hence the croſs becomes neceſſary for the 
whole nature of fallen man, for body and ſoul. 
The ſenſual appetites are continually ſeeking 
their gratification in unlawful things, and the 
ſpiritual faculties are full of blind pride, and ſelf 
righteouſneſs, and know no way to the divine 
favor, but by their own works and goodneſs. 
The croſs is indiſpenſably needful to mortify the 
fleſh with its affections and luſts, and to erucify 
the vanity of the mind, that when it would 
glory, it would have nothing left to glory in 
but the Lord. In this light let us conſider the 
infinite love, which appointed the outward croſs 
for the outward man, and the inward croſs for 
the inward man and let us ſee, how by each of 
them communion with God is preſerved, and 
the believer is helped forward in his bleſſed 


journey. 


THE END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 
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